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Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout the world. We 
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and specific 
programmes for employers.  

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they need to 
help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.  

For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 576 0027, 
or visit our website at www.edexcel.com. If you have any subject specific questions about the 
content of this Examiners’ Report that require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask 
The Expert email service helpful.  

Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:  

http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/  

 

Alternatively, you can speak directly to a subject specialist at Edexcel on our dedicated languages 
telephone line: 0844 576 0035 

 

 

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online tool that offers teachers unrivalled insight into exam 
performance. 

You can use this valuable service to see how your students performed according to a range of criteria 
– at cohort, class or individual student level. 

• Question-by-question exam analysis 

• Skills maps linking exam performance back to areas of the specification 

• Downloadable exam papers, mark schemes and examiner reports 

• Comparisons to national performance   

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.  

To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024 
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Unit 1: Listening and Understanding in Russian (5RU01)  
 

The new style examination with questions and instructions in English proved not to be an 
issue with the majority of candidates. 
 
A very small number of candidates last marks through illegible handwriting, as examiners 
could not read the answer.  These candidates should be encouraged to write clearly. 
Candidates should ensure they read the questions carefully before answering. A small 
number of candidates lost marks through answering in the wrong language. 
 
The less able candidates coped well with questions 1, 2 and 5, with the majority of 
candidates gaining full marks. 
 
Question 8 in particular proved to be a good discriminator for those aiming at the C 
grade, where a variety of structures, including the past tense, needed to be understood. 
Some candidates lacked the specific vocabulary on asking the way or places in a town 
required to do themselves justice on question 3 but coped well with the demands of 
question 6, picking out familiar words and structures in unfamiliar contexts. 
 
A pleasing number of candidates scored well on questions 4 and 7, which used formats 
familiar to one used on the old syllabus papers (but with statements now appearing in 
English.) Candidates appeared well prepared for this type of activity, which requires 
students to recognise inference and draw conclusions, and a number of candidates scored 
highly on these questions. 
 
Question 9 elicited a range of responses covering the full mark range. Candidates should 
ensure they read the questions carefully and answer in clear English. As in previous years, 
a small number of native speaker candidates answered in Russian or were unable to 
attempt this question because of their limited English. 
 
The results overall were pleasing with the majority of candidates gaining the higher 
grades and displaying the ability to extract the main points from language used in 
unfamiliar contexts and showing ability to draw conclusions. 
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Grade Boundaries 
 

 
 
 

The modern  foreign languages specifications share a common design, but the 
assessments in different languages are not identical. Grade boundaries at unit level 
reflect these differences in assessments, ensuring that  candidate outcomes across 
these specifications are comparable at specification  level. 

 
 
 

Grade Max 
Mark A* A B C D E F G U 

Raw mark boundary 50 40  35 30 25 21 17 13 9 0 
Uniform mark scale 
boundary 

70 63 56 49 42 35 28 21 14 0 
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