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Introduction

In this paper the stimulus questions are in Russian, requiring candidates to understand the 
precise nature of their task before beginning to write their answers. Titles of the questions 
are however given in English. Access to a dictionary is not allowed.

Q01 (60-65) requires response to four bullet points including reference to past, future and 
justification. Candidates have a choice of task.

Q02 (90-110) requires response to four bullet points including past, present, future and 
justification of ideas.

Q03 is the translation of a passage of approximately 70 words in a continuous paragraph 
with increasing level of demand.

In all, candidates are required to produce approximately 230 words.
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Question 1 (a)

This question addresses the theme of Who am I and the subheading of Food and Drink – 
restaurant. Candidates are given four bullet points within the context of an email to a friend 
about restaurants; they have to write 60-65 words of Russian. The question has to be 
answered using past, present and future time frames as well as giving an opinion of 
preference. This question was considerably more popular than Q01(b).

Candidates found this task very accessible. There was clear evidence of use of tense and 
“ресторан” seems to be a well recognised topic. There were some quite lengthy descriptions 
of past visits to a restaurant and this bullet point was sometimes more fully developed than 
the response to the other bullets. Many candidates successfully wrote something about their 
food of choice in a restaurant in answer to the second task. Less successful responses linked 
this to the first bullet point and talked about what had been eaten on that particular 
occasion. For the third bullet point candidates seemed to recognise that a preference is 
required between eating at home and in a restaurant. Less successful responses only 
mentioned with whom they liked to spend a birthday without mentioning the element of 
preference. The final bullet point was generally well accomplished with candidates talking 
about a future outing to a restaurant. Some candidates did not develop this point in as much 
detail as other points.

The most successful candidates restricted themselves to the recommended word count. 
Exceeding the word limit often increases the scope for error, ambiguity and irrelevance. 
There was good evidence of use of the stimulus material with successful manipulation of 
verbs from second to first person. A common misuse of vocabulary was in using паста
instead of макароны. A large number of candidates also transliterated a range of dishes.
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This is a fully competent response which deals with each element of 
the task succinctly. All key points are expanded effectively. There is 
evidence of variation of grammatical structures and the language is 
generally accurate. Occasional errors do not hinder clarity of 
communication.

Check that each element of the task is dealt with equally, as this 
candidate has done.
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This candidate has accessed the full compliment of marks for 
expanded responses to each bullet point. The first bullet does not 
obviously state the reason for the visit to the restaurant but saying 
what they ate in a French restaurant does imply the reason for the 
visit.

All other bullet points are well expanded and this candidate shows a 
good command of grammar and structures.
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Ensure that each part of the bullet is addressed in order to access the 
maximum marks for communication and content.
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Question 1 (b)

This question was considerably less popular. It addresses the theme of international and 
global dimension, the topic of environmental issues with content focus on the ecology of 
home town. Candidates are given four bullet points within the context of writing to a friend 
about their home town and are required to write 60-65 words of Russian. The question has 
to be answered using past, present and future time frames as well as giving an opinion.

The bullet points were generally well understood with ок р уж ающая среда being a familiar 
vocabulary item even in oblique cases. The first bullet point requires candidates to give an 
opinion of the town in which they live. Candidates gave a range of opinions and some 
responses developed town description type essays which was not necessary. All of these 
responses demonstrated successful comprehension of the bullet point.

The second point requires candidates to talk about how they have helped the environment in 
the past. Many responded successfully and candidates who said that they currently do some 
environmental activity that had started in the past and continued to the present were also 
rewarded for phrases such as “ я перерабатываю стекло пять лет ”. Those candidates who 
merely wrote about how they care for the environment now with no reference to time had 
not fully responded to this point. The third point requires candidates to describe what they 
do at home to help the environment. Many candidates wrote about home as their home 
town as well as those who referred to household environmental activities, but such 
responses were regarded as appropriate. The fourth bullet point was often answered well, 
with appropriate reference to future plans to help the environment although some 
candidates wrote about their future life plans. Many responses referred to the intention to 
travel less by transport and make more use of bikes.

The most successful candidates restricted themselves to the recommended word count. 
Exceeding the word limit often increased the scope for error, ambiguity and irrelevance. 
There was also some good evidence of using the stimulus material with successful 
manipulation of verbs from second to first person. “ Помогал ( а ) ” and “ будешь делать ” 
were generally well understood as tense indicators.
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The first bullet point includes some unusual vocabulary and has two 
adjectives to give an opinion on the town.

The second bullet point is less successful although a mention of 
ecological problems does imply that this has started in the past.

The third bullet point is expanded although there is evidence of 
spelling errors and incorrect verb endings.

The use of "я хочу" in the final bullet point does imply a future 
intention but this would have been even clearer with a verb phrase.

The highest marks for linguistic knowledge and accuracy require 
mostly successful references to past, present and future events.
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Check that time indicators and relevant examples of each verb tense is 
given to access the upper marks.
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The candidate has made some attempt to deal with each element of 
the task. The first bullet point shows mostly effective adaptation of 
language despite spelling inaccuracy. The second part of this 
paragraph gives a clear opinion with justification.

The second bullet point demonstrates that the candidate has helped 
and worked with the environment in the past.

The third bullet point is referenced but not developed as "я помогаю 
моя мама" does not show sufficient development. The fourth bullet 
point is a bit repetitive of points two and three.

The reponse does demonstrate some extended sentences that are 
linked although sometimes errors hinder clarity of communication.

Ensure that equal coverage is given to each element of the task to 
ensure expansion of all key points.
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The candidate has made a good effort to ensure coverage of the bullet 
points.

The first bullet point is dealt with but lack of linking of ideas leads to a 
disjointed response.

The second bullet is effectively dealt with and the candidate has 
cleverly used "экология" rather than repeating words from the 
question.

The third bullet point communicates information but with slightly less 
secure mastery of grammatical structures.

The fourth bullet point communicates but some grammatical 
inaccuracy leads to a hindrance of clarity.

Try to use alternative vocabulary to avoid repetion of the same items 
even if these are used in the question.
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Question 2 (a)

This question addresses the theme future aspirations, study and work and the topic of 
ambitions and future plans. Candidates are given four bullet points within the context of 
an article to interest the readers of a Russian magazine about the future plans of young 
people. They have to write 90-110 words of Russian using past, present and future time 
frames.

This question was slightly more popular than Q02(b).

The first bullet point requires candidates to explain why they have chosen the subjects that 
they currently study in school. Stronger responses developed this topic well and gave a range 
of reasons for the study of school subjects. Less convincing responses merely stated the 
subjects that the candidate studies or just stated that they like them. This opinion was a part 
response. The second bullet point requires description of some work/job which candidates 
have done in the past; it is perfectly acceptable to write about a job that they had 
commenced in the past and continue to play. It is also acceptable to state that due to age the 
candidate had not had a job or that the candidate referred to work as some work done in 
school. The third point requires candidates to talk about what their future intentions are and 
this allows candidates to demonstrate high ability to this topic. The fourth bullet point 
requires an opinion on the usefulness of studying at university. Less secure responses talked 
about the candidates' plans to study at university without referring to the importance of this. 
Such a response was in effect a continuation of bullet point three.

Many candidates produced some really excellent essays; they entered fully into the 
requirements of the question and succeeded in writing a highly convincing article dealing 
with the bullet points. They displayed linguistic flair together with an exploration of 
interesting ideas, justification, logical argument and individual expression. However, some 
candidates struggled in balancing the requirements of the task and other candidates failed to 
read the bullet points carefully e.g. какие предметы … requires more than one subject 
unless a full response to only one was proffered. Some candidates merged bullet points 3 
and 4.
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Candidates should bear in mind that more than 50% of the mark is for content and 
communication and the mark scheme stipulates that “top box” answers must “communicate 
detailed information related to the task” and “develop key points”. As such, it is difficult to 
produce first-rate answers that deal with a bullet point in the space of a single clause. For 
example, a sentence such as “ я думаю что это полезно учиться в университете ” does 
not, on its own, demonstrate effective development of the main idea. About 20 – 25 words 
per bullet point produces a balanced answer. Content marks were capped by some 
candidates because they did not cover all bullet points fully. Some candidates listed the 
subjects they studied without giving a reason why they were being studied. A number of 
candidates said they had never had a job or done work experience in the past because they 
were too young. Some candidates said it was useful to study at university because you can 
get higher education – which is considered to be a reason / justification for this answer.
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This candidate deals clearly with each bullet point and communicates 
detailed information relevant to the task. They effectively adapt 
language to express and justify a wide range of ideas. There is clear 
evidence of a wide variety of grammatical structures including complex 
language. The response is fluent and minor errors do not hinder clarity 
of communication.

Check for common phonetic spelling errors. Be aware which letters 
can result in a minor error e.g. будущем /будующем.
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This candidate communicates some detailed information relevant to 
the task and develops key points and ideas. There is some variation of 
vocabulary but occasional errors in language hinder clarity.

There are some examples of prolonged sequences of writing. Errors in 
tense usage sometimes impact upon clarity of communication and 
result in some ambiguity.

17 GCSE Russian 1RU0 4H



Ensure there is time to check verb endings against the requirements of 
the task e.g. "в прошлом году я буду хочу ездил" should be picked up 
on a read through.
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This response demonstrates some good use of creative language to 
narrate, inform and interest. The first bullet point is less well answered 
with fewer convincing arguments and justification.

This candidate shows consistent ability to use a variety of grammatical 
structures and some complex language. Some incorrect use of 
language leads to ambiguity.

Check that the range of complex language is used consistently across 
the response.
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Question 2 (b)

Q02b addresses the theme of School, and the topic of school activities focusing on school 
sports. Candidates are given four bullet points within the context of a Russian school’s 
request for information about sports offered in their school. They have to write 90-110 words 
of Russian using past, present and future time frames.

The first bullet point requires candidates to talk about the range of sports on offer in their 
school. Less secure responses talked about general sports available in any school and thus 
did not respond to the task. The second bullet point asks the candidate to talk about a 
sporting event that they have taken part in in the past. Some candidates failed to appreciate 
the idea of мероприят ие and simply talked about sports that they had played. Any 
reference to a match or tournament allows the candidate to deal successfully with the bullet 
point. The third bullet requires candidates to discuss the importance of sport in school. Some 
candidates did not access the full marks for content because they produced generic 
responses about the importance of sport with no mention of в школе. Stronger candidates 
demonstrated linguistic flair and presented some logical argument with several reasons why 
it’s important to do sports at school. The fourth bullet point asked candidates to talk about 
which future sports they will participate in, giving an appropriate reason. It is perfectly 
acceptable to describe a continuation of current sports played, with reason.

Better answers demonstrated full response with a balanced approach to the four bullet 
points. Candidates were clearly able to talk about past and future involvement in school 
sporting events and these bullet points allowed good demonstration of tenses with a good 
range of vocabulary. Less convincing responses did not develop the second and fourth bullet 
points. In the second bullet most managed to address the activity of having taken part in 
sport but failed to make reference to the event. The same issue occurred in bullet point 4, 
with most managing to write about sports that are played without a future reason given.
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This candidate shows the ability to communicate some detailed 
information relevant to the task. There is evidence of adaptation of 
language to inform and interest and some variation of vocabulary and 
expression.

The candidate creates some ambiguity and lack of clarity in the 
response by incorrect use of possessive pronouns which leads to non-
answering of the question. Some use of non-Cyrillic letters also 
impacts on linguistic accuracy. Use of incorrect script hinders clarity of 
comunication.

Check for any un-Cyrillic letters. Be aware of the common confusion в 
д и л н п р с у
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This is a very effective response which creates a balanced essay. The 
candidate only referres to one future sport intention but sufficiently 
develops this with creative language and justification to attain full 
marks for communication and content.

Language is widely effective with impressive grammatical structures 
and complex items. There is excellent understanding of the use of case 
endings which adds to the clarity of response.

A balanced response ensures development of all key points and ideas. 
Writing four separate paragraphs is a good way to check that the essay 
is balanced.
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This candidate demonstrates a good ability to communicate detailed 
information relevant to the task but does not develop each key point. 
The second bullet point has been answered in 16 words and the final 
bullet point with 14 words. This hinders the effective development of 
these points.

The linguistic knowledge and application is fluent. There is evidence of 
consistently accurate language and structures and successful 
references to tenses. The strength of the language employed is in the 
fluency.
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Do a word count of each individual bullet point to check that there is 
sufficient information being communicated for a 90-110 word 
response.
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Question 3

This question addresses the theme of Identity and culture, and the topic of Cultural life – 
reading. Candidates have to translate a paragraph from English to Russian. This type of 
question is popular but many candidates found it difficult. Few achieved full marks, but a 
pleasing number achieved marks in the top category; the meaning of the passage was fully 
communicated, and the language and structures were consistently accurate, with errors not 
hindering clarity.

The translation produced some excellent answers. The best responses translated the sense 
of every word and wrote the verb tenses in sequence correctly. Some struggled with the first 
phrase “When I was little” and a surprising number wrote магазины for “magazines”. 
Magazine proved to be a problem for a number of candidates with many using the Russian 
for shop instead. Standardisation agreed the use of words that communicated the idea of a 
written publication. Some candidates struggled to communicate the expression of the phrase 
of duration: "I have liked" – the students regularly referred to this phrase, although 
translating it in a few different ways.

Some could not translate “literature”. Books about Chekhov was a common mistranslation. 
Chekhov was usually translated with the letters / кх / remaining in the author's name. At 
times, it was changed to Чайковский . Superlatives presented problems to a significant 
number of candidates and responses were variable for “the greatest writer”, some missed 
out key elements such as “for a long time”. There were many different words used for story 
such as “ соченение ”, “ рассказ ” and “ сказка ” but these did not fully communicate the 
meaning. The verb “ найти ” was regularly used in place of “ узнавать ” .

Grammatical structures which caused some problems included the use of the superlative 
(greatest), the present continuous ("I have liked") and the future of the verb to have (I will 
have time). On the whole, most candidates at least attempted to translate most words, and 
were able to communicate some of the key ideas without major ambiguity.

Candidates should note that marks are awarded holistically for this task and, if they are not 
sure of the exact translation of a given word, full marks can still be achieved if they are able 
to substitute a convincing Russian synonym. For example, “ долгое время ” would be a 
perfectly acceptable rendering of “ давно ” in this task.

Pleasingly, most candidates correctly conjugated the verb “ быть ” in sentence 1 although 
there was a high number of “бить” and the vast majority were able to communicate the idea 
of “now ”. The spelling of “ автор “ caused problems. A significant number of candidates 
knew “ на прошлой неделе ”.
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The meaning of the passage is partially conveyed with some 
words/phrases omitted or incorrectly communicated. The candidate 
makes an attempt to communicate "little" with "не стары" and "for a 
long time" with "для много года". Some errors do prevent meaning 
being conveyed.

Check for non Cyrillic letters which can impact communication.
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This response does not access the top box of the mark scheme as the 
meaning of the passage is not fully communicated. The use of 
"новости" and "книгу" do not allow full communication to be seen.

Check that synonyms do not detract from the meaning of the passage.
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Despite some errors there is nothing that hinders the clarity of 
communication in this response. "Младше" and "газеты" do not 
impact the meaning of the passage.

Check that every word from the original is communicated and there is 
no altering of the sense of the passage.
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Paper Summary

To conclude, candidates showed evidence of being able to access the tasks and understand 
the nature of the exam. Some had difficulty expressing the difference between tenses. 
Candidates who performed less successfully evidenced a lack of command of Russian but did 
have mastery of a different Slavonic language. There were some very strong performances of 
linguistic knowledge but application was not always backed up in communication and 
content by candidates who were fluent in Russian, but did not address the bullet points. 
Equally, essays that do not show equal development of points cannot access the requirement 
of detailed relevant information with consistently effective development of key points.

Final comments based on performance this session are:

Candidates should consider the word total expected for each task. Many wrote in excess 
of the required words but this can have a detrimental effect with irrelevancy and 
ambiguity becoming more common.
Top end candidates continued to evidence a wide range of grammatical structures as well 
as sophisticated language and showed competence in giving opinions. Stronger 
candidates employed impressive idiomatic structures to support their responses rather 
than trying to shoehorn more ambitious language into the response.
There was evidence of use of a range of appropriate tenses. Most candidates were also 
clear on the need to present and justify opinions in order to access the full range of marks. 
Candidates should take care if they speak other Slavonic languages: Ukrainian, Serbian, 
Bulgarian and Polish, amongst others. Some responses were often highly influenced by 
the mother tongue and marks for accuracy in Section B suffered as a result.
All candidates should watch out for Cyrillic letters such as а and о, б and в, з and с, ы and 
и, и у, ч and ш, п and р. There was also overuse of the soft sign.
Candidates must read the specific requirements of the questions and not misread the 
task. Well prepared candidates either ticked the elements of the question or made essay 
plans which helped to focus on the requirements.
Most candidates are secure in using the first person singular of the present tense but 
there were some problems in formation of first person plural and third person. The future 
tense was well used by stronger candidates but less secure for less competent candidates 
who used the correct буду but combined this with first person form of present tense 
verbs.
Candidates should check case endings with prepositional, instrumental and genitive being 
most accurately employed. The accusative case was more problematic for less competent 
candidates. Agreements in the nominative were generally secure in masculine and 
feminine. There is no reference to case endings in the mark scheme but inaccurate use 
can hinder clarity of meaning.
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Candidates need to pay attention to gender in adjectives. In many cases the adverb is 
used in place of the adjective.
Candidates should avoid use of English words to avoid over transliteration.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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