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Introduction
Section A requires candidates to produce a short writing task in Russian (25-50 words) in 
response to a choice of four questions that relate to both of the prescribed themes (Media, 
Travel and Culture/Sport, Leisure and Work). The task is assessed for Communication and 
Content (10 marks) and Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks).

Section B (the longer writing task) requires candidates to produce a piece of extended 
writing in Russian (at least 90 words). Candidates had to choose one of four possible tasks 
that relate to both of the prescribed themes. Tasks offered candidates the opportunity to 
narrate, express opinions and justify points of view. The task is assessed for Communication 
and Content (15 marks), Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks) and Accuracy 
of language (5 marks) and is marked out of 30. Any response that achieves a mark of 0 for 
Communication and Content will achieve 0 in the other sections of the mark scheme.



4 GCSE Russian 5RU04 01

Question 1 (a)
Candidates were required to discuss accommodation on holiday with specific reference 
to hotel stays. Candidates had to give opinions on staying in hotels and justification for 
these opinions. The second requirement of the task was to describe the next time that the 
candidate would stay in a hotel.

Successful responses fully embraced all of the required elements of the task with interesting 
reasons given for either liking or not liking hotels. Vocabulary for hotel stay was well known 
although there was some confusion between отель and хотел.

Some candidates failed to mention the reason for their opinions of hotels and some 
candidates failed to mention отель or гостиница at all and simply gave a generic essay 
about holidays. Such responses scored minimum marks for communication and content.

Stronger candidates gave good descriptions of hotels and the reasons that staying in them 
is so enjoyable with reasons ranging from the fact that the bedding is changed frequently to 
excellent food to great facilities on offer. There was good use of the forms of нравиться. The 
future tense was well known and credit was also given to candidates who used я хочу. Жить 
was a commonly misspelt word. 

Less confident candidates talked about a future visit to a foreign country but did not mention 
a hotel stay.

This candidate has dealt fully with the requirements 
of the task and has expanded both sections. It 
is clear that the candidate likes to stay in hotels 
and the description of the beds is clear. It is also 
communicated that a future hotel stay is impending.

The application of language is not faultless but 
there is an impressive range of vocabulary.

Examiner Comments

Ensure to write a balanced reply that 
deals with all parts pf the question.

Use a dictionary to check spellings of 
less frequently used vocabulary. Check 
especially where there can be confusion 
between Roman and Cyrillic letters. 

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has endeavoured to answer both 
parts of the task but has produced a less well 
balanced response. The second point is lacking 
in some detail about the future hotel stay. There 
is however an impressively appropriate range 
of vocabulary and structure which allows for full 
marks for knowledge and application of language.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that you produce a response that is 
equally weighted between both parts of the question. 

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has read the requirements of 
the task but there is a minor ambiguity in 
knowing whether the first part is a response 
to hotels generally or to one hotel.

There is also some lack of manipulated 
language with verb forms not always secure.

Examiner Comments

Check verb forms carefully. Make sure that 
the infinitive is only used when appropriate.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)
This question required candidates to describe what they usually eat and drink at lunchtime. 
The second part of the question required candidates to mention a day when they had eaten 
something different and the reason for this.

This question was popular with candidates and allowed for a range of food and drink 
vocabulary to be used. The best answers developed descriptions of the place, content 
and opinion on the food eaten. A range of verbs were employed by candidates with есть, 
кушать and обедать being the most common. For the second part the best responses made 
reference to a specific day or to a previous week. Some candidates referred to a weekend 
lunch that they had eaten.

Some candidates could not be awarded the highest marks for communication and content as 
they missed a part of the question and failed to mention lunch or a drink. Failure to refer to 
lunch meant a generic food essay was written. Some candidates did not pay close enough 
attention to the requirements of the question and a number wrote about a future lunch. This 
led to a lower mark being awarded for appropriate use of tenses.

The past tense was well formed but there were some issues with past tense formation of 
есть. The present tense of питьwas at times problematic but stronger candidates got around 
this by combining the infinitive пить with люблю or нравится

This candidate has given a full response to 
the task. There is a description of food eaten 
and which drinks are taken. The second 
section gives an interesting reason for a 
different lunch. Vocabulary and structures are 
used effectively to elucidate the response.

Examiner Comments
Draw up a checklist of the words in the 
question to ensure that everything is answered 
e.g. lunch/ food/drink/different/when/why.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate demonstrates the ability to go 
beyond a minimal response and achieves the 
“pleasant to read” section of the mark scheme. 
The candidate has been ambitious in talking about 
the day that something different was eaten and 
makes it clear to the examiner when this was.

Examiner Comments

Emphasise the different parts of the response 
and give alternatives e.g. last week/ on 
Saturday/ for the first time. This allows the 
examiner to see development of response.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has written a competent 
response to a question about food and drink. 
There is no reference to lunch so an important 
section of the response has been missed.

The range of vocabulary is good and there are 
some encouraging adjectival endings but lack 
of secure verbs does not allow for consistently 
manipulated language. There are also some 
issues with confusion between Cyrillic and 
Roman letters. 

Examiner Comments

Check verb endings carefully as this 
can lead to ambiguity of response.

Check for potential confusion of 
letters e.g. В and Б 

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)
Candidates were required in the first instance to mention which sports are popular. The 
second part of the question required candidates to refer to a new sport that they will try and 
the reason for this. 

The best responses dealt with both elements of the question fully and referred to sports in 
the plural. Stronger candidates gave reasons as to the popularity of certain sports. Stronger 
candidates also tackled fully the second element with good reasons as to why they will try a 
new sport. 

Регби was the most common sport that people wish to try due to a range of reasons.

Less secure responses did not refer to more than one sport and this was a minor omission. 
There were also some responses where candidates said that they would carry on with a 
favourite sport without referring to new sport.

The least convincing responses were in the form of generic essays about which sports 
candidates do without referring to the popularity of such sports. There were also instances 
of candidates describing a sport that they had done in the past without any future mention 
being made.

Sport vocabulary was well known with футбол теннис and баскетбол being classed as the 
most popular. There was some confused dictionary use, with популярный and народный 
being mixed up. 
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This candidate has answered all sections of the 
response but it does take a bit of time to locate the 
response to the second part about why they will try 
a new sport. The section that has been scored out is 
read by examiners unless it is overtly crossed out.

The range of vocabulary, grammar and structures is 
impressive.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that an examiner can see that 
you have answered the question fully. There 
is always time to read through the response 
and move sections where appropriate.

Examiner Tip

A fully relevant response. The candidate has made 
sure that each part of the question is dealt with. 
The element of sports in the plural is skilfully 
answered. The range of vocabulary and structures 
is easily adequate to the task and scores full marks.

Examiner Comments

Try to write a response that is easy to 
follow. Deal with each element of the 
question as it arises and sequentially.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate deals successfully with the first 
part of the question and lists sports that are 
popular. The second part is less successfully 
handled as there is reference to the future 
but some ambiguity in knowing whether the 
candidate has already tried windsurfing or not.

There is also some less successfully 
manipulated language as the response 
continues and the description of the father’s 
broken leg is not successfully communicated.

Examiner Comments

Use a dictionary to support your 
response but don’t be too ambitious with 
a lot of new vocabulary and structures.

Read the response carefully to ensure 
that it communicates what you intend.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (d)
This question was the least commonly answered question from Section A. Candidates were 
required in the first instance to give examples of what jobs young people do at the weekend. 
The second part of the question required candidates to talk about a job that they had done 
in the past with reasons for this. 

The most successful responses dealt fully with the requirements of the task. Stronger 
candidates made sure that they referred to weekend jobs and did not write about jobs in 
general. Stronger candidates used the past tense successfully to mention a previous job 
with good reasons being given.

Less strong responses missed out the weekend requirement of the task and gave a list of 
jobs. Some candidates misread the task and talked about a job that they would like to do in 
the future. Some candidates found difficulty in manipulation of the third person form of the 
present tense in response to “what jobs young people do”.

Job vocabulary was well used and потому,что was used appropriately. Many candidates 
show sound ability to justify reasons using this structure. 

Выходные did cause some difficulty and candidates should be reminded to use alternatives 
where they can. 

Воскресенье and суббота would both have been acceptable. 

This candidate does not deal with the whole 
question successfully. There is not any detail 
given about which jobs young people do at the 
weekend and the inaccuracy of language makes 
it complicated to understand what job the person 
has done in the past. There are some phonetic 
errors but also errors in manipulation of language.

Examiner Comments

Use a dictionary to check spellings. 
Check verb forms in the dictionary if you 
are unsure of these.

Read the question carefully to make sure 
that all sections are dealt with equally.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has read the question but 
incorrectly manipulated language has meant 
that a lot of the meaning is lost. Inappropriate 
structures and inappropriate formation of 
Cyrillic make the response difficult to read. 

Examiner Comments

When there are difficulties in writing Russian 
then keep the response simple. It is better 
to score higher marks for communication 
and content by writing a simpler response. 

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has written a fully relevant and 
detailed response. There is mention of more than 
one type of job as well as mention of weekends. The 
candidate gives a good response to the description 
of a job done in the past. The response is extremely 
well balanced between both sections of the question.

Examiner Comments

Try to stick to the word limit of 
25-50 to focus your response.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
This question proved to be popular. 

Candidates were required to describe a concert that they had been to with opinions of the 
concert being given. Candidates also had to talk about a concert that they will attend in the 
future with reasons for this. Candidates were guided by the question to use a full range of 
tenses in their response.

The best answers dealt fully with all elements of the question and strong candidates wrote 
a balanced essay with equal weighting being given to each part of the task. Stronger 
responses described fully the atmosphere, the journey to the concert and a description 
of the staging and performance and full reasons for enjoying or not enjoying the concert. 
Stronger answers also used the future tense well to describe a future concert visit with 
reasons.

Less convincing answers had lists of groups or song titles either in English or transliterated 
into Cyrillic. Candidates also scored less well for communication and content by failing to 
expand on the description of a future concert visit and this idea did at times come across as 
an “add on”. 

The past tense was generally well used in the description of the concert although adjectives 
were less successfully manipulated. There was some evidence of good vocabulary knowledge 
relating to music with genres and instruments being used convincingly. Candidates showed 
good evidence of being able to use the comparative form in opinion giving.
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This candidate demonstrates some ability to 
manipulate Russian successfully but does at times 
lose the focus of the response through wrong 
vocabulary and less successfully manipulated 
verb forms. There is an attempt to link the piece 
but some inaccuracy makes the response seem 
more pedestrian. The examiner has to search for 
the elements amongst wrong vocabulary.

Examiner Comments

 Draw up a plan to check the flow of the 
response. Use a dictionary to select correct 
items of vocabulary. Check verb formation 
to ensure consistent use of all tenses.

Examiner Tip
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A very relevant response to the question. The 
candidate makes a strong attempt to deal with 
all elements of the question and describes a 
future visit in a lot of detail. The description 
of the concert is successfully given and just 
a little elaboration on what the candidate 
enjoyed most would have given full marks. 
Language is manipulated well and accurately.

Examiner Comments

Follow the order of the question to give 
your response. Ensure equal balance 
between each section and beware giving 
too much information for one part.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has given some response to the 
question but has only written 39 words. The 
response should be a minimum of 90 words. The 
candidate does not structure the information 
presented successfully and there is a significant 
lack of accuracy. A short response will not allow 
the full range of the mark scheme to be applied 
for the knowledge and application section as 
well as the communication and content section.

Examiner Comments

Count your words and make a note 
of this total. You should write at least 
90 words for a section B response.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
For this question candidates were required to write about what clothes they and their friends 
wear. Candidates were also required to describe something that they had bought recently 
and then to say whether they will buy clothes on the internet in the future with reasons 
for this decision. The question guided candidates to use present, past and future tenses 
to give a full and convincing response. A balanced essay scored the highest marks for 
communication and content.

The strongest responses dealt convincingly with all elements of the question. Strong 
responses used the present tense to describe what clothes are worn and this allowed for 
some impressive descriptions of school uniform vocabulary alongside descriptions of more 
casual attire. The best responses also gave full descriptions of clothes that had been recently 
bought with expansion into where the candidates went shopping and with whom they 
went. A wide range of vocabulary with adjectives to elaborate was evident from stronger 
candidates. Reasons for buying or not buying clothes on line were impressive from stronger 
candidates who talked about potential problem with trying clothes on and the difficulty of 
having to return items.

Less convincing responses did not show evidence of a balanced essay and some candidates 
failed to mention what their friends wear. A surprising number of candidates combined the 
description of a recent purchase with the internet shopping requirement. This did not give 
candidates the opportunity to score fully for communication and content as they failed to 
mention whether they will use the internet in the future. It also meant that the highest 
marks for knowledge and application of language could not be awarded due to the failure to 
use appropriate tenses consistently.

Clothing vocabulary was well used and past tense usage of купитьwas good although there 
was some difficulty with покупать at times being used inappropriately.



22 GCSE Russian 5RU04 01



GCSE Russian 5RU04 01 23

 

A fully relevant response to the question. The 
candidate has clearly read the task and written 
a response that is sequential, accurate and 
pleasant to read. Grammatical knowledge is very 
high and all structures are manipulated skilfully.

Examiner Comments

Draw up a plan to make sure that you 
include all points of the question and to 
ensure the required balance of response.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has dealt with some points on the 
question but the response lacks structure and 
has missed the reference to internet shopping. 
The reference to what friends like to wear is also 
a bit lost in the response. The candidate uses 
adjectives well but has some issues with actually 
choosing relevant and correct vocabulary.

Examiner Comments

Prepare a checklist of all the points that 
the examiner will look for. Beware lists of 
vocabulary in section B as this does not give 
evidence of successfully manipulated language.

Examiner Tip
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A well-structured response that deals successfully 
with all elements of the question. The candidate 
refers to what friends wear in school and uses this 
as the basis for the development of the response. 
Opinions are well used to support the answer and 
the section about online shopping is successful.

Examiner Comments

Use personal experience wherever 
possible as this should lead to more 
familiar vocabulary and structures.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
This question was a popular choice and was structured in a way to guide candidates to the 
use of past, present and future tenses. 

Candidates were required to describe how birthdays are usually spent/celebrated by young 
people. Candidates also had to give a description of their most recent birthday with an 
opinion on this. Finally candidates were expected to say what they will do for their next 
birthday and the reason why.

The best answers dealt fully with all elements of the question and strong candidates wrote 
a balanced essay with equal weighting being given to each part of the task. Stronger 
candidates wrote convincingly in the present about how young people celebrate their 
birthdays differently in restaurants, clubs or at home and mentioned who young people 
spend their birthdays with. Some responses made comparison between birthday celebrations 
in the UK and in Russia. Stronger candidates wrote fully relevant and detailed responses 
to the requirement of describing a past birthday. Candidates could use a range of past 
structures to describe a birthday meal, gifts they have received or to describe a boring and 
forgettable day. A good description of future birthday plans involved appropriate use of the 
future tense.

Less convincing responses did not fully deal with all elements of the task. Less capable 
candidates could write about a past birthday but missed the requirements to talk in the 
present about how people usually spend their birthdays. Some candidates wrote about a 
future holiday plan and lost marks for communication and content by failing to relate this 
holiday intention to a birthday. This meant a generic future essay about a holiday was 
produced and was irrelevant.

This question highlighted that the past tense is much more successfully deployed than the 
future and that there are a high number of candidates who struggle to manipulate from first 
to third person. Candidates showed good ability to use vocabulary relating to eating out.
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This candidate starts the response strongly with a 
full description of how birthdays are spent in the 
UK. The description of the last birthday is also well 
communicated. The candidate has not produced 
a weighted essay and the response to the future 
birthday plan is lacking detail. The language and 
structures used are relevant and appropriate and 
there is evidence of good accuracy. The candidate 
should have given the name of the UK in Russian.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that the response is balanced 
and equal weighting is given to the 
present, past and future sections.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate shows clear ability to manipulate 
Russian successfully and has an appropriate 
range of vocabulary for the task. The response 
is lacking in dealing with the actual question. 
There is no attempt to describe how birthdays 
in the UK are generally celebrated and the 
future birthday plan is underdeveloped. 

Examiner Comments

Ensure practice of exam type questions in 
advance of taking the final exam. Draw up 
a checklist of all elements of the task and 
tick these off as you write your response.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate demonstrates clear ability to write 
and manipulate Russian. There is a wide range of 
vocabulary employed. The candidate has written a 
competent response to a question about birthdays 
in the UK and in Russia but has not answered the 
set question. There is a lack of expansion relating 
to personal past and future birthdays. This has 
led to lack of consistency in use of more complex 
language forms including verbs.

Examiner Comments

Read the question carefully and keep referring 
back to the requirements of the task to ensure 
fullest marks for communication and content. 
There will always be a requirement to incorporate 
past, present and future tenses in section B.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
This question was the least commonly answered from section B. The question was 
structured to allow candidates to gain marks from knowledge and application of language by 
employing past, present and future tenses.

Candidates were required to talk about a club that they have joined and describe something 
that they have done there recently. Candidates were then required to describe what activity 
they enjoy the most and then to mention a club that they will join in the future.

The best answers dealt fully with all elements of the question and strong candidates wrote 
a balanced essay, with equal weighting being given to each part of the task. Stronger 
candidates described in relevant detail what they had done and a range of clubs was 
described from sports to language to reading to cookery. The future element was well dealt 
with by stronger candidates who gave reasons for their future intentions.

Less strong responses did not develop each of the requirements. Less competent responses 
missed the requirement to describe what activity they enjoyed the most and simply wrote 
about what they had been doing at the club. Some less convincing responses described 
football clubs but there was some lack of clarity about whether the candidate was actually a 
member of the club.

Sport vocabulary is well known and used and there is competent use of both я люблю and 
мне нравится. 

Candidates need to consider non first person verb structure formation.
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This candidate starts the response without 
setting out the intention of what the essay will 
deal with. There are the beginnings of an essay 
about sports but the candidate then turns the 
response back to reference to clubs. A lack of 
accuracy in word formation and spelling does 
at times impair comprehension. The future 
club intention is ambiguous and leads to a 
lower mark for communication and content.

Examiner Comments

Draw up an essay plan to help to focus the response. 
Use a dictionary to check spellings of longer or more 
unusual vocabulary. Check verb formation carefully 
and watch for the use of the infinitive.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has read the task requirements 
and has made a competent attempt to respond. 
There is evidence of the ability to manipulate 
language and use relevant vocabulary. The 
candidate also loses focus in the section about 
the future intention and there is some irrelevancy 
in talking about the musical instruments.

Examiner Comments

Prepare an essay plan and ensure equal 
balance between all sections of the task. Do not 
pad out the response with lists of vocabulary.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has endeavoured to produce a 
response that fits the task but the response does 
lose focus and becomes irrelevant at times. The 
section about future plans is tenuously linked to 
the response but does not develop sufficiently to 
support what the candidate enjoys most about 
the club. The section about joining a music club in 
the future is ultimately successful. The candidate 
has endeavoured to use more complex structures 
but these are not always successful and closer 
dictionary usage would have been beneficial.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that the information used to back 
up the points from the question is relevant and 
linked. Check idiomatic forms in the dictionary. 

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

• consider the word total expected for each task. Many candidates wrote in excess of 25-
50 words in response to Section A but this can have a detrimental effect with irrelevancy 
and ambiguity becoming more common.

• top end candidates should continue to evidence a wide range of grammatical structures 
as well as sophisticated language and show competence of giving opinions. Stronger 
candidates employed impressive idiomatic structures to support their responses rather 
than trying to shoehorn more ambitious language in to the response.

• use the dictionary to support responses, although some candidates could have had more 
rigorous dictionary practice to ensure understanding of the differences between lexical 
items. Candidates also need to be able to adapt items from the basic dictionary form 
(this is especially true in verbal structures).

• use a range of appropriate tenses. Most candidates were also clear on the need to 
present and back up opinions in order to access the full range of marks.

• beware if they speak other Slavonic languages, Ukrainian, Serbian, Bulgarian and Polish, 
amongst others. These candidates are often highly influenced by the mother tongue and 
marks for accuracy in section B can suffer as a result.

• watch out for Cyrillic letters such as а and о, б and в, з and с, ы and и, и and у, ч and 
ш, п and р. There is also overuse of the soft sign.

• read the specific requirements of the questions and not misread the task. Well prepared 
candidates either ticked the elements of the question or made essay plans which helped 
to focus on the requirements.

• be secure in using the first person singular of the present tense but there are some 
problems in formation of first person plural and third person. The future tense is well 
used by stronger candidates but less secure for less competent candidates who use the 
correct буду but combine this with first person form of present tense verbs. The verb “to 
go” continues to be problematic with ь being used most frequently.

• use case ending with prepositional, instrumental and genitive being most accurately 
employed. The accusative case is more problematic for less competent candidates.

• use agreements in the nominative were generally secure in masculine and feminine 
singular formation but less secure in the plural form. Adverbs were used by less 
competent candidates in place of adjectives. Stronger candidates used comparative and 
superlative forms appropriately to back up their arguments. Case endings of adjectives 
were less secure.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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