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Sample Schemes of Work and Lesson Plans

GCSE Religious Studies C

(Religion and Belief in Today’s World)


OCR GCSE in Religious Studies C: J622/J122

Unit: B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

Key Area 2: The influence of Christianity upon British Politics 
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR GCSE Religious Studies C specification for teaching from September 2009.
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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

OCR has produced a summary document, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 2: The influence of Christianity upon British Politics
key theme 2.1: The Role of the Monarchy and links with the Church of England

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Indicative content 

Candidates should consider the links between the Church of England, the monarchy and the state

· History of the formation of the Church of England

· Relationship between the monarchy and the established Church of England 

· Make up of Government, the role of the bishops in the House of Lords

· Cost to tax payers and implications of disestablishment

· The worldwide Anglican Communion 

· Lambeth conferences

· Candidates should study the influences of religious groups on the governance of the country 


	Using British History Online and the Church in Britain sites, students should consider the links between the Church of England, the monarchy and the state through:

· History of the formation of the Church of England

· Relationship between the monarchy and the established Church of England 

· Make up of Government, the role of the bishops in the House of Lords

· Cost to tax payers and implications of disestablishment

· The worldwide Anglican Communion 

· Lambeth conferences

· Studying the influences of religious groups on the governance of the country
	British History Online

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
Includes parliamentary, religious and ecclesiastical history with strong local resources; British History Online is a digital library ‘containing some of the core printed primary and secondary sources for the medieval and modern history of the British Isles’ created by the Institute of Historical Research and the History of Parliament Trust

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/ 

The Church in Britain (part of Britannia History)

http://www.britannia.com/church/index.html 

Wealth of resources on all aspects of the Christian Church in Britain, including an important links

History On-line

www.history.ac.uk/search/ 

Includes ‘find a history lecturer in a UK university’ and ‘search an edited database of history websites’
Institute of Historical Research

http://www.history.ac.uk/
Includes Reviews in History - a free online journal with more than 500 book reviews and reappraisals. 

The Centre for Contemporary British History (CCBH)

One of the three research centres of the Institute of Historical Research, School of Advanced Study, University of London.

http://www.ccbh.ac.uk/home.php 


	This section can be usefully related to Key Area 1 Religion and Culture, for example study a site of religious, historical and cultural significance, and to evaluate its significance for contemporary Britain.

Also to be encouraged is the use of visits to a Christian place of worship, ideally with the guidance of a vicar or parish priest. 

For more information, visit Learning outside the classroom www.lotc.com 

- review this website for an understanding of how one might make an educationally meaning visit to a place of religious worship, including links to key features of building and communities, and sensitivities when there, through the links to http://pow.reonline.org.uk/ 



	
	
	General searchable information, relevant to any part of the specification according to search criteria specified. 

General information about religious beliefs and practises that can be applied to different issues as required by the specification

General Educational Scholarly and Research Resources

BBC Religion

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ 

A wide range of reliable resources on religion, see also

BBC Arts

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/ 

BBC History 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/empire/ 

A useful general and reliable, up-to-date source

COPAC

National, Academic, and Specialist Library Catalogue

http://copac.ac.uk/ 

A hub of research and university libraries, including the British Library  

Google scholar 

http://scholar.google.co.uk/ 

An excellent resource for research and scholarly writing

Intute

http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/about.html
‘Artifact and Humbul, two of the hubs of the Resource Discovery Network (RDN)’ integrated ‘to create Intute: Arts and Humanities, a subject group of Intute’, with funding from the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) and the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC). 
	


	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 2: The Influence of Christianity upon British politics
key theme 2.2: Religious influences on governance of this country

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Indicative content 

Candidates should study the influences of religious groups on the governance of the country

· Religious pressure groups eg. Christian CND (Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament)

· The influence of faith leaders on law-making e.g. abortion, embryology, ecology, stewardship

· Religion and democracy, Christian teachings that could support democracy 
	With teacher guidance on suitable websites, students study the influences of religious groups on the governance of the country, for example

· Religious pressure groups eg. Christian CND (Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament)

· The influence of faith leaders on law-making e.g. abortion, embryology, ecology, stewardship

· Religion and democracy, Christian teachings that could support democracy
	British History Online

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
Includes parliamentary, religious and ecclesiastical history with strong local resources; British History Online is a digital library ‘containing some of the core printed primary and secondary sources for the medieval and modern history of the British Isles’ created by the Institute of Historical Research and the History of Parliament Trust

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/ 

The Church in Britain (part of Britannia History)

http://www.britannia.com/church/index.html 

Wealth of resources on all aspects of the Christian Church in Britain, including an important links

History On-line

www.history.ac.uk/search/ 

Includes ‘find a history lecturer in a UK university’ and ‘search an edited database of history websites’
Institute of Historical Research

http://www.history.ac.uk/
Includes Reviews in History - a free online journal with more than 500 book reviews and reappraisals. 

The Centre for Contemporary British History (CCBH)

One of the three research centres of the Institute of Historical Research, School of Advanced Study, University of London.

http://www.ccbh.ac.uk/home.php 


	


	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 2: The influence of Christianity upon British politics
key theme 2.3: British laws and connections to religion

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Indicative content

Candidates should understand the reasons behind some of our laws appertaining to religion 

· 1948 and 1981 Nationality Act

· Gender Equality Duty Act 2007

· UK’s Blasphemy law and why they have been abolished 

· Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006

· The Employment Equality (Religion or Belief) Regulations 2003 and Governmental Guidance on Discrimination

· Education Acts and duties to promote community cohesion


	With teacher guidance on the most useful of the suggested resources, students investigate the reasons behind some of our laws appertaining to religion:

· 1948 and 1981 Nationality Act

· Gender Equality Duty Act 2007

· UK’s Blasphemy law and why they have been abolished 

· Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006

· The Employment Equality (Religion or Belief) Regulations 2003 and Governmental Guidance on Discrimination

· Education Acts and duties to promote community cohesion


	House of Commons 

http://www.parliament.uk/commons/index.cfm 

Key dates for Parliament 1215-1900
UK Parliament resource – key for finding out about legislation

House of Lords 

http://www.parliament.uk/lords/index.cfm 

British History Online

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
Includes parliamentary, religious and ecclesiastical history with strong local resources; British History Online is a digital library ‘containing some of the core printed primary and secondary sources for the medieval and modern history of the British Isles’ created by the Institute of Historical Research and the History of Parliament Trust

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/ 

The Church in Britain (part of Britannia History)

http://www.britannia.com/church/index.html 

Wealth of resources on all aspects of the Christian Church in Britain, including an important links

History On-line

www.history.ac.uk/search/ 

Includes ‘find a history lecturer in a UK university’ and ‘search an edited database of history websites’
Institute of Historical Research

http://www.history.ac.uk/
Includes Reviews in History - a free online journal with more than 500 book reviews and reappraisals. 

The Centre for Contemporary British History (CCBH)

One of the three research centres of the Institute of Historical Research, School of Advanced Study, University of London.

http://www.ccbh.ac.uk/home.php 
	


Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain
The origins and formation of the Church of England 

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered, as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	Students should have knowledge and understanding of the formation of the Church of England 

	Objective 2
	Students should understand the origins of the Church of England within the context of the sixteenth century Reformation 

	Objective 3
	Students should be aware of sources of information about the contemporary Church of England and Anglican communion.


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Introduce students to the topic of the History and Development of the formation of the Church of England

	10 minutes
	Explain the context of the Lambeth Conference of the Church of England and Anglican Communion, http://www.lambethconference.org/index.cfm

	5-10 minutes
	In pairs get students to visit the Lambeth Conference website, http://www.lambethconference.org/index.cfm and get student to follow links to frequently asked questions, allocating each student pair a question on which to report back on

	15 minutes
	Get students to report back on what kind of organisation they think the Lambeth Conference represents using the information provided by the frequently asked questions. 

	10 minutes
	Visit the official website to find out more about the Church of England and Christian belief,  http://www.cofe.anglican.org/
Ask students to write a brief summary of the Church of England using the headings on its website – Faith, Worship, Life Events and About the Church 


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	15 minutes
	Using the official Church of England website display key aspects of the Church of England.

Ask students if they know how the Church of England was formed. 

Begin a structured research project about the history and development of the Church of England in the sixteenth century Reformation. Develop work for homework and over subsequent lessons. 

Further supporting information can be found at:

British History Online

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
Includes parliamentary, religious and ecclesiastical history with strong local resources; British History Online is a digital library ‘containing some of the core printed primary and secondary sources for the medieval and modern history of the British Isles’ created by the Institute of Historical Research and the History of Parliament Trust

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/ 

The Church in Britain (part of Britannia History)

http://www.britannia.com/church/index.html 

Wealth of resources on all aspects of the Christian Church in Britain, including an important links

History On-line

www.history.ac.uk/search/ 

Includes ‘find a history lecturer in a UK university’ and ‘search an edited database of history websites’



= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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