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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

From September 2012 assessment tasks may be undertaken at any point between release of the task and the examination series for which the task must be submitted. Centres must ensure that candidates undertake a task that is valid for submission in the year in which the candidate intends to submit it. 
OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Unit B577: Islam 1 (Beliefs, Special Days, Divisions and Interpretations)

	Suggested teaching time
	8-10 hours
	Topic
	Core Beliefs

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Introduction to core beliefs: 

· Allah

· Day of Judgement

· Life and teaching of Muhammad 
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· Five Pillars*
· Jihad
* Candidates taking unit B578 will also consider some aspects of this topic and teachers may wish to reflect this in planning.
	Stimulus: introduce the core beliefs through questions for group discussion. Explain to students that each question will be explored in turn and that they will return to these key areas during the course
Getting the words right is a key to GCSE success. Using pre-prepared cards ask students to match words (which are mentioned in the Core beliefs) with definitions (ideally as straightforward as possible e.g. Allah = God, Akirah = Life after Death)

	Questions linked to Core beliefs: Who is God? [Allah] What happens after death? [Day of Judgement] Why is Muhammad 
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  important? [Life and teaching of Muhammad] 
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 How should a Muslim live? [Five Pillars] What attitude should a Muslim live by? [Jihad]


	This unit must relate to contemporary Muslim lifestyle


	Who is God? (Allah)


	Stimulus: Explore why humans started looking for God.
Ask students to suggest ideas about a monotheist God
Explain that Muhammad 
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 taught about the oneness of God (Tawhid) and the 99 names. 

	The OCR publication on Islam by Janet Green and Jon Mayled


	Further details are available for this lesson in a sample lesson plan
It is important to make sure that students appreciate that for GCSE, this relatively simple view will be sufficient, although they will explore these ideas in more detail if they follow B578


	What happens after death? (Yawmuddin - The Day of Judgement)


	Stimulus: ask pupils, if there is life after death, where various people should end up (give examples of a variety of individuals noted for the quality or otherwise of their life – and a few unusual suggestions to create discussion)
Recap and review the names of Allah and explain that names also link to Judgement. What kind of judge would students be? Would they be more lenient to some than others? What are the similarities and differences this might have with the God as judge?

Crime and punishment. Ask students what appropriate punishment is for lying, stealing and cheating. Do the first two seem worse if they include an element of the latter? Much of Islam's understanding of punishment is linked to deliberate actions. Genuine mistakes are more easily forgiven
Explain the “timeline” of Muslim beliefs about what happens after death – and why Muslim behaviour in the present is influenced by this belief

	
	Some students may have a biased view of the Muslim view of Al Jannah (Paradise) which will have to be treated with care when considered alongside linked to Martyrdom



	Why is Muhammad 
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 important? (Life and teaching of Muhammad) 
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	Stimulus: students choose a favourite teacher (not necessarily from their current school) and explain to others why that person was so important to them
Ask the question, “Why does the life of Muhammad 
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 matter?” to keep the focus on what is crucial and explain that the Muslim view of Muhammad 
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  is linked to his importance as an inspiration and an example
Students research and develop a simple table with two columns "Events in life of Muhammad" 
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 and "Significance of these events" 
e.g. Event: Birth and early life / Significance: understood sadness of human experience Event: Aged 40 prayed in cave / Significance: unhappy with religion in Makkah

Students should understand that Muhammad’s  
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 most important contribution was to be the agent through whom the Qur’an (the Words of God) was received
Since Muhammad  
[image: image11.png]


was so significant, his life and teaching (the Sunnah of the Prophet) have become the perfect example for Muslims to learn from and try to copy

	Muhammad, 
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the beloved Prophet Iqbal Ahmad Azami  UK Islamic Academy 1990

	Do not to overwhelm students with information which will confuse the less able and cause the more able serious timing issues in a one hour paper
Key events could be restricted to:   Birth and early life /  trustworthy as a traitor despite illiteracy / Prayed in cave / Revelation of Qur’an /  further  revelations / The Hijrah / the creation of first Islam community / battling to return to Makkah / establishment of Islam / impact of final sermon


	How should a Muslim live? (The Five Pillars)

	Stimulus: ask students what the “unwritten” rules of home are (e.g. shoes off in the house; be kind to family members - at least on their birthday; be loyal - blood is thicker than water) and which must be kept or else the family would be damaged
Explain that Muslims have written rules (found in the Qur’an); 5 pillars to guide their life from cradle to grave... and beyond

Five Pillars can be demonstrated as five labelled pillars.  Alongside this students could be introduced to 

A) the Circle of Islam, with belief as the hub, 5 spokes as prayer and a rim of Saum, Zakah and Hajj, which rolls down the “Muslim road of life” or

B) the 5 Pillars as a jigsaw (perhaps with a photo of the Ka’ba) which is only complete when every piece is present. (No analogy is perfect, but a variety of descriptions may help understanding)

Explain that not only do the pillars have meanings, but are equally important (even though at different stages and frequencies) during a Muslim’s life
	Various Religious Education web sites have a variety of ideas for the 5 pillars

Jigsaw Puzzle Lite provides free software to develop resources

	Explanations of the 5 Pillars at this stage should be relatively simple: more detailed explanations will be required in other parts of this and B578. Teachers will reflect this in their delivery
Teachers may wish to include a Shi’a view of Jihad as a 6th Pillar


	What attitude should a Muslim live by? (Jihad)
	Stimulus: Students should define sincerity and list phrases which are meaningless if they are not sincere e.g. “I love you”; “I promise I will …”

Introduce the idea of Jihad = sincerely striving to do one’s best to serve Allah. Explain that Islam and Muslim are words that are about submission to Allah, which is an attitude of mind. Ask students which is more important: to complete all the Pillars, or attempt them sincerely even if they fail to do them all?

Explore the difference between greater (overcoming the “evil” within and submitting more to the will of Allah) and lesser Jihad (fighting the external evils if no other resolution can be found)

Using newspaper cuttings/internet news agency reports, introduce students to the concept and rules of the Just War in Islam
	Web-sites of news agencies (national newspapers, broadcasting organisations) all have “search” options to research that site


	The traditional views of Lesser and Greater Jihad may be reversed in some text books and traditions
Students should be challenged to consider whether ”Holy War” as used in the press is accurate.



	Summary of Core beliefs
	Students should take the original 5 questions from the beginning of this area and on a piece of sugar paper or similar demonstrate how sections link together (e.g. observing the Five Pillars and how this relates to the Day of Judgment
Students can devise a vocabulary game /PowerPoint based quiz presentation or similar software to reinforce meanings of key Islamic terms used in this area
	OCR Website materials – link to web page here

	Exam tip: ensure students are familiar with the expectations of the examiners in terms of the two assessment objectives



Unit B577: Islam 1 (Beliefs, Special Days, Divisions and Interpretations)
Who is God?
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	Students to know the core teachings of Muhammad 
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  about Allah.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to reflect on what the characteristics of God might be and how those characteristics link to a believer.


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
· Briefly review the GCSE Introductory lesson which took an overview of area 3.9.1 Core Beliefs.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Remind students of the broad sweep of previous lesson and that this lesson begins the detailed work.

	10 minutes
	Stimulus: Why did humans start looking for God? Students list different gods they know and consider e.g. sun and moon as gods; gods found in depths of sea or mountains. 

	5 minutes
	Teacher input: increased contact between tribes and groups led to trading not just of goods but ideas about God. This led to two very broad areas of understanding: polytheism - lots of gods with particular responsibility; monotheism - one Universal God in overall charge. 

	10 minutes
	Group Discussion: Ask students to suggest ideas about a monotheist God - what such a god might do and what qualities a monotheist god might have.(e.g. makes everything, helps followers, intervenes in the world; shows love, patience, judgement etc).

	20 minutes
	Research from suitable texts/ other prepared resources: What did Muhammad 
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  teach about the to oneness of God (Tawhid) in terms of: creation / keeping everything going / will bring everything to death / paradise and hell / rejected polytheism. How is the character of Allah revealed in the 99 names? Students present findings as an A map (or similar) on large sheet of paper.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Selected students read out their responses to the task.

	
	Homework: students should research the 99 names of God, select a number (5-10) and explain what they mean in “everyday” language.


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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