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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.
From September 2012 assessment tasks may be undertaken at any point between release of the task and the examination series for which the task must be submitted. Centres must ensure that candidates undertake a task that is valid for submission in the year in which the candidate intends to submit it. 
OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Unit B573: Christianity (Roman Catholic) 1 (Beliefs, Special Days, Divisions and Interpretations)

	Suggested teaching time
	15 guided learning hours
	Topic
	Special days and pilgrimage

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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3.5.2 Special days and pilgrimage

· Saints Days

1GLH
	Consider the importance of Saints days through:

e.g. Looking at the Calendar of the Saints days, stories of the Saints of the week 

 
	Saints Days calendars on line e.g. http://wordbytes.org/saints/DailyPrayers/index.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/

The Catholic Church: Belief, Practice, Life and behaviour. GCSE Religious Studies for OCR specification A (Michael Keene. Folens)
	Students will have considered the role of Saints in Core Beliefs 3.5.1

e.g. Maximillian Kolbe, Blessed Mother Teresa, Padre Pio

 ICT opportunities for research 
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3.5.2 Special days and pilgrimage

· Pilgrimage

2 GLH
	Read about a place of pilgrimage and enable students to describe the pilgrimage e.g. as booklet to be given to someone at Church making the pilgrimage including why the place became a center of pilgrimage, the itinerary once there – what a pilgrim would wish to visit and why
Consider the role pilgrimage might play in the spiritual development of Roman Catholics.
e.g. the reasons they go there, how they feel there and once they go home, how their faith may be deepened through journey. 
e.g. through hot seating  class ‘experts’ or speakers.
e.g. blog or diary of one on pilgrimage

	Christianity (John Mayled and Janet Green. Hodder and Stoughton)

Video:  e.g. Belief File – Lourdes

ICT opportunities for research and booklet presentation

Speaker   e.g. local person or group who may have gone on pilgrimage recently
	Discuss the nature and importance of pilgrimage with reference to one of the following:

Bethlehem

Nazareth

Jerusalem

Walsingham

Lourdes

Rome

	3.5.2 Special days and pilgrimage 

· Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany

3 GLH
	Explore the origins and observance of Advent, Christmas and the Epiphany e.g. Read the Nativity accounts in Matthew and Luke and consider their similarities and differences (Venn diagram). Discuss reasons for differences – authorship, audience, themes
e.g. description of services, especially readings for Christmas Day masses and the significance of Midnight Mass
Consider the significance of these times for Roman Catholics as individuals and communities.
e.g. explanation of the Incarnation
Thinking skills. Offer the question ‘The preparations for Christmas begin so early that the concept of Advent has been lost’ Discuss how to evaluate this point. 
e.g. Consider whether Christmas or Epiphany is the more important Festival

	Gospel accounts Mt 1, Lk 1. Mt 2:1-12

The Catholic Church: Belief, Practice, Life and behaviour. GCSE Religious Studies for OCR specification A (Michael Keene. Folens)

Christianity (John Mayled and Janet Green. Hodder and Stoughton)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/
Film: e.g. Jesus of Nazareth, The Nativity

On line revision at www.reonline.org.uk 
	Holy days may benefit from being looked at in their season – students can then access them experientially through school assemblies or acts of worship and celebrations in home, parish and school


	3.5.2 Special days and pilgrimage 

· Lent, including Ash Wednesday

2 GLH
	Explore the origins and observance of Lent, including Ash Wednesday
e.g consider the Temptations of Christ, Sermon on the Mount teaching on Fasting, Alms-giving and Prayer
e.g. describe Ashing Service (symbol and words), 40 days preparation for Easter through Fasting, Alms-giving and Prayer. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday as days of fasting and abstinence

Consider the significance of these times for Roman Catholics as individuals and communities.
e.g. how are a Catholic’s beliefs strengthened by preparing in these ways?


	Bible passages Mt 4:1-11, Lk 4:1-13. Gen 3:19, Mt 6-7

The Catholic Church: Belief, Practice, Life and behaviour. GCSE Religious Studies for OCR specification A (Michael Keene. Folens)

Christianity (John Mayled and Janet Green. Hodder and Stoughton)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/ 
	Holy days may benefit from being looked at in their season – students can then access them experientially through school assemblies or acts of worship and celebrations in home, parish and school


Unit B573: Christianity (Roman Catholic) 1 (Beliefs, Special Days, Divisions and Interpretations)
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	Students to know the events of Good Friday

	Objective 2
	Students to understand the events of Good Friday


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
Student Chart of ‘Events of Holy Week’

· What did Jesus do? Read the story in the Gospels e.g. Mark 14-16 and summarise 

· How is it celebrated in Church?
Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday up to trial by the Sannhedrin already completed 

Content

For this lesson the following resource will be used: http://www.refuel.org.uk/curric/festivals/easter/index.html  gallery of art work for Holy week and Eastertide with activities.

Various ways of accessing the resource have been suggested by Culham College:
· Printing copies of the pictures for use off-line. 
· Recalling previously stored images from hard disc, for closer examination and discussion round the computer by an individual or in pairs or small groups. 

· Working 'live' on the Web, using bookmarks.
Alternatively schools can select their own choice of artwork or film can be used.

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Recap and review of previous learning. Events of Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday up to trial by the Sannhedrin already on the Chart of events of Holy Week

	20 minutes
	Show the following pictures from ‘They call it Easter’: Injustice, humiliation, endurance and despair http://www.refuel.org.uk/curric/festivals/easter/index.html and the bible passages and the prompt questions that go with each image. Allow 5 minutes for each one. Feedback from selected students.

	10 minutes
	Read the account John 18:1-19:42 – can be read as in Church in parts. See Missal

	15 minutes
	Students continue to fill in chart with the events of Good Friday


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Condense description of Good Friday to 3 sentences… five words … one word. Share the one word. (Could be written on card for display in classroom)

	
	Homework or future lesson: Research the Good Friday service in the Catholic Church. What aspects of that service do you think remember the events well? What impresses you?


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.








© OCR 2008


2 of 3
GCE [subject]
GCSE Religious Studies A (World Religion(s))
5 of 5

[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]Religious Studies

www.ocr.org.uk/gcse2012

GCSE 2012

Religious Studies A
Schemes of Work and

Lesson Plans
UnitB573

Version 1
September 2012




