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Sample Schemes of Work and Lesson Plans

GCSE Religious Studies A (World Religion(s))

OCR GCSE in Religious Studies: J620/J120

Unit B585: Jewish Scriptures 1 (Tenakh)
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR GCSE Religious Studies A specification for teaching from September 2009.
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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Unit B585: Jewish Scriptures 1 (Tenakh)

	Suggested teaching time
	14 hours
	Topic
	Tenakh

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The Nature of the Tenakh
	Write a guidebook for use in a Schul, describing the contents of the Torah, and explaining its importance
Visit a Synagogue, and discuss the role and importance of the Torah in public and private worship
Over a weekend, analyse a student’s usual activities in the light of the Mitzvot in the Torah. Create a video diary or podcast describing how the commandments might influence or affect a young person’s life
Create posters explaining the contents of the Nevi’im and Ketuvim
Prepare presentations for use in classes preparing young people for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah

	Podcasts can be recorded using the voice recorder facility on a mobile phone. The resulting sound file can be downloaded onto a computer, and edited using software such as Audacity. 
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	Ensure that students focus on positive as well as negative effects of commandments

	The Covenant Relationship between G-d and the Israelites
	Look at some simple contracts (eg washing machine maintenance contracts). Discuss the obligations on both parties
Draw up the “maintenance contract” between G-d and the Israelites
	Contracts can be anything from Credit Card applications (freely available in the junk mail) to home-school contracts
	

	The role and uses of the Tenakh and the Covenant Relationship in daily life and worship
	Draw up a chart of commandments applied to daily life. Illustrate with photos from the internet
The prophets as role models in daily life – write a series of “case studies” for which a story from the prophets would apply as an example
	Copies of stories from the Prophets – use a website such as the Jewish Virtual Library to print specific stories
	


	Unit B585: Jewish Scriptures 1 (Tenakh)

	Suggested teaching time
	14 hours
	Topic
	Genesis 1: 1–2:9, 15–25

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Beliefs and Teachings
	Use clips from sci-fi films, or pictures from the Hubble Telescope, to explore the Nature of G-d
Use video games such as SIMS or Black and White to explore ideas about omnipotent creator
G-d’s Blog – the Creation Days

Write G-d’s Facebook profile, emphasising G-d’s creative activity
Debate – random evolution vs divine creation. Discussion about the nature of humanity created in the image of G-d
	· Use clips such as the scene in “Sunshine” where Searle views the sun from the bridge of the ship
· Search Google Video for clips about G-d and Social Networking
	

	Contemporary Issues
	Relationships between men and women – expectations of women. Use the DVD of “My Big Fat Greek Wedding” to explore traditional values and the possible conflict between traditional and progressive values
Draw up job descriptions for men and women in marriage

Create “agony aunt pages” for a Jewish newspaper, answering readers request for advice on Contraception 

Use news clips to apply Jewish teachings on moral issues to specific situations
Compare the Shabbat “rules” to an average weekend. Discuss how observing Shabbat would benefit a modern lifestyle
Debate “Sunday or Shabbat Trading”. 
Create a “party political broadcast” for a Jewish animal welfare charity, arguing their case regarding medical testing using animals
Compare Kashrut with the idea of vegetarianism. Collaborate with Food Technology teachers and students to create a Kosher menu for a specific situation
Analyse the school kitchen menus – how would Kashrut affect school catering
Use an on-line “Kosher Supermarket” to explore the kosher alternatives
	BBC iPlayer is a good source of news articles about moral issues. Alternatively, use ITN’s online service, or print off pages from Newspaper websites
YouTube video clips can be cut with captions and still pictures using Movie Maker or a similar Video editor
	Students should be careful when researching moral issues on-line in an unmoderated environment
Videos can be downloaded from YouTube using RealPlayer or another download manager. Free Video Converter, or something similar, will convert the .flv video from YouTube into a Windows format for editing


	Unit B585: Jewish Scriptures 1 (Tenakh)

	Suggested teaching time
	14 hours
	Topic
	Exodus 20:1-14

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Covenant – the nature of Torah
	Review ideas about Covenant and Contracts
Research attitudes to the Torah via Rabbis’ Blogs and Videos 
	
	Teachers should preview blogs and videos to ensure accuracy

	Mitzvot
	Analyse the 613 Mitzvot – identify positive (do) and negative (do not) commandments. Apply them to case studies to illustrate their application, either through drama or written work
Analyse the role of the Bet Din - set up an “in class” Bet Din to simulate the application of Torah to modern situations
	The Website of the United Synagogue of London refers to the work of the London bet Din and its judgements in a range of issues
	

	Oral and Written Torah
	Prepare a video introduction to the Talmud, using YouTube clips and stills from the Internet cut with video filmed by the students
Research the contents and nature of the Torah online
	www.jewfaqs.org is a useful resource
	

	Giving of the Torah
	Produce an order of service for the Shavuot service in the Synagogue
Research the impact and importance of Shavuot and the Giving of the Torah by searching for blogs and YouTube videos
Create a video montage of different comment s on the importance of the Torah
	· Use Movie Maker or similar video editing software to create a new video. Stills and video clips in .wmv format can be imported to create the new video
	Teachers should preview blogs and videos to ensure accuracy
Download managers and realplayer can download YouTube videos. Free Video Converter will convert the .flv YouTube video into a Windows format

	The Exodus
	Make a series of News broadcasts on key events during the Exodus. The broadcasts could be audio (podcasts), video (using cameras or mobile phones) or simply as storyboards on paper.  Include studio based discussions about the significance of the events
Create a version of the Exodus passages with some commentary on the significance of the teaching involved
	· Dictaphones, digital stills cameras, video enabled mobile phones

	

	Parent Child Relationships
	Work with students or teachers from Child Development classes to create a manual for Jewish Parents. Refer closely to the commandments
	
	

	Sanctity of Life
	Analyse stories about abortion and euthanasia in the light of teaching from the Torah
Invent a Jewish single issue political party campaigning on a medical ethics issue
	
	

	Marriage, Fidelity, Divorce
	Write a problem page for a Jewish newspaper. Invent situations (or use TV Soaps for inspiration) and write letters from people experiencing problems in their marriages. Then write responses from Jewish agony aunts and uncles
	· Students will probably find it relatively easy to access potential stories. If students are not soap addicts, use stories from literature (Pride and Prejudice, for example) or invent them from scratch
	

	Truthfulness
	Invent a series of situations that require “economy with the truth” – for example, bad news from a doctor, or hiding a refugee from a regime’s secret police. Use mitzvot to work out how a Jewish person would respond
	
	

	Business Ethics
	Apply Jewish teachings to a reading of the Business news

Take the company profile of a major multi-national, and analyse its activities in the light of Jewish teachings
	
	


	Unit B585: Jewish Scriptures 1 (Tenakh)

	Suggested teaching time
	14 hours
	Topic
	Jonah

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Divine Providence
	Discussion about G-d’s involvement in the world. Include the possibility of Miraculous activity
Produce newspaper articles on human use and misuse of natural resources and technology
	
	

	The Noachide Laws
	Compare the Noachide Laws with non-Jewish codes of conduct
Debate universalisation and the relationship of non-Jews with G-d
Research B'nai Noach groups in the UK
	
	

	Prayer
	Analyse Jonah’s attitude to prayer. Apply this to modern day events, and discuss the role of prayer in these situations
Create a series of “inspirational statements” based on Jonah’s example. These statements could be the sort sold on small cards from religious bookshops. Illustrate appropriately
	Examples of cards would model the task for the students
	

	The role of the individual
	Carry out a survey of the local news, paying particular attention to stories involving criminal activity. Compare the stories to the teaching about personal responsibility
	News websites run by local papers will provide a number of stories  - the national news tends to be a less useful source for these types of stories
	

	Responsibility for the World
	Research environmental and animal welfare charities on the internet. Build a profile of the two issues and concerns about human use for the world
Apply Jewish teachings to the issues researched and create a poster for each 
	
	

	Wrongdoing, Repentance and Forgiveness
	A Jewish worshipper’s blog entries for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
Prepare a commentary on the Story of Jonah, identifying the teachings in the narrative that can be used to explain the nature of forgiveness to a Jewish audience 
	This could be done by dubbing a commentary over a video version of the story taken from YouTube
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	Jewish/Non-Jewish relations
	Research the B'nai Noach groups. Prepare a poster advertising the aims of such a group
Research Jewish and Non Jewish relations on-line. Include the non-Jews who became involved in the Holocaust. Describe case studies in either poster or booklet form
	
	


Unit B585: Jewish Scriptures 1 (Tenakh)
The Exodus
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	To develop knowledge of the set passage from Exodus

	Objective 2
	To develop understanding of the significance of the story for Jewish attitudes to the Covenant

	Objective 3
	To evaluate the impact of the story


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
· The students will have studied the Giving of the Torah and the nature of the Covenant Relationship.
Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Display pictures of “giant-killing” news stories – eg Rorke’s Drift, Hereford vs Newcastle in 1972 (video available on YouTube) and so on.  Discuss the unlikeliness of the situation.

	10 minutes
	Annotate a printed copy of the story (Exodus 20:1-14). Establish key points in the story, and invent interviews with key people at those stages.

	10 minutes
	Split the students into groups, and give each group a different stage in the story. Each group should write the script for their interview.

	15 minutes
	Use laptops with microphones (or Dictaphones, or the Voice Recording facility on a mobile phone) to record the interviews.

	10 minutes
	Edit the recordings using Audio Editing Software (such as Audacity) to finalise the interviews.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Invent headlines for the stories featured at the start of the lesson (or have a “match the headline” game for less creative students). What would be the headline for the Exodus.  Discuss the significance.


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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