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Answer Question 1 and two other questions.

1

(a) Describe the ceremony in which a person becomes a Buddhist monk or nun. [8]

(b) Explain how following the lifestyle of a monk or nun might help a Buddhist become
enlightened. [7]

(c) ‘There is no need for monks and nuns in modern society.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. You must refer to Buddhism in your answer. [5]

2 (a) Describe how Buddhists celebrate Wesak. [8]

(b) How and why might the life of a Buddhist be changed by going on a pilgrimage? [7]

(c) ‘Peace and happiness are to be found within your mind, so going on pilgrimage is
unnecessary.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. You must refer to Buddhism in your answer. [5]

3 (a) What are the main beliefs of Tibetan Buddhism? [8]

(b) Explain how belief in rebirth might affect the life of a Tibetan Buddhist. [7]

(c) ‘In a religion, all people should worship in the same way.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. You must refer to Buddhism in your answer. [5]
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4 (a) Describe the use of rupas (statues of the Buddha) in Buddhist puja (worship). [8]

(b) Explain how puja (worship) might affect the daily life of a Buddhist. [7]

(c) ‘Being religious doesn’t make you a good person.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. You must refer to Buddhism in your answer. [5]

5 (a) What is the importance of the First Precept (non-violence) for Buddhists? [8]

(b) Explain the difficulties which might be faced by a Buddhist who wishes to show a
commitment to the First Precept. [7]

(c) ‘A caring person should be a vegetarian.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. You must refer to Buddhism in your answer. [5]
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