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Answer question 1 and one other question.
1

Exodus 20:1-7

And G-d spoke all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy G-d, who have brought thee
out of the land of Mizrayim, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods
beside me. Thou shalt not make for thyself any carved idol, or any likeness of any thing
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth: thou shalt not bow down to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy G-d am a
jealous G-d, punishing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of those that hate me; but showing mercy to thousands of generations
of those that love me, and keep my commandments.

(a) Describe the teachings in this passage. [8]

(b) Explain how following these teachings might affect the life of a Jew today. [7]

(c) ‘Some of the Ten Commandments are more important than others.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different point of view. You must refer to Judaism in your answer. [5]
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2

Genesis 2:1-3

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their host. And by the seventh
day G-d ended his work which he had done: and he rested on the seventh day from all
his work which he had done. And G-d blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because in it he rested from all his work which G-d had created and performed.

(a) Describe the teachings found in this passage. [8]

(b) Explain why this passage has such an important effect on the life of Jews who do not
live in Israel. [7]

(c) ‘The seventh day was the most important day of Creation.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different point of view. You must refer to Judaism in your answer. [5]

3 (a) Describe the events in the book of Jonah. [8]

(b) Explain how the story of Jonah might influence Jews in their attitudes towards other
people and to G-d. [7]

(c) ‘Jonah was a very weak man and is not a good example for people to follow today.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. You must refer to Judaism in your answer. [5]

4 (a) Describe the story of the first six days of Creation found in Genesis 1. [8]

(b) Explain how this part of the Creation story might influence the beliefs and attitudes of
Jews today. [7]

(c) ‘The story of Creation does not agree with scientific facts and so it must be wrong.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your opinion and show that you have thought
about different points of view. You must refer to Judaism your answer. [5]
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