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General Marking Guidance  
 

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 
must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 
mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must 
be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather 
than penalised for omissions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 
according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 
may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme.  
Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the 
candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to the 
mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must 
be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate 
has replaced it with an alternative response. 

• Mark schemes will indicate within the table where, and which 
strands of QWC, are being assessed. The strands are as 
follows: 

 
i) Ensure that text is legible and that spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are accurate so that meaning is clear 
 
ii) Select and use a form and style of writing appropriate to 
purpose and to complex subject matter 
 
iii) Organise information clearly and coherently, using specialist 
vocabulary when appropriate. 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

Unit 16: Mark’s Gospel 
 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

1 (a) 
AO1 

• (a metaphor used by 
Jesus to show that) 
wealth makes it 
difficult to enter the 
Kingdom of God 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• a small gate to the 
side of the main 
gate 

• the part of a needle 
that the thread 
passes through 

• a description of the 
quote 

• direct quote 
 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(1) 

• Answers 
which define a 
different key 
word 

 
(0) 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
 
Answers which think being a disciple today is difficult are likely to use 
such reasons as: 

• Most people would not be prepared to give up everything 
• Most people today are not prepared to lay down their life for 

their beliefs 
• Caring for one’s family is more important than giving them up 

for Jesus. 
 
Answers which think being a disciple today is not difficult are likely to 
use such reasons as: 

• You can still be a follower of Jesus without having to give up 
everything 

• Any difficulty is worth tolerating if you gain eternal life 
• There are millions of Christians today who obviously don’t find it 

too difficult 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg Most people would not be prepared to give 
up everything)                                                    1 mark 

 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Most people would not be prepared 

to give up everything because it is too difficult to live without 
money)                                                              

  2 marks 
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                           3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                        4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

1 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include: 
• disciples followed without question 
• disciples gave up all their worldly belongings 
• disciples left their family behind 
• disciple completely trusted Jesus  

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels.  
If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely 
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• there are medical explanations for possession by evil spirits 
• most people today do not believe in evil spirits 
• there is no scientific evidence for the existence of evil spirits 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• Jesus obviously believed in them 
• It is the best explanation for the exorcism miracles 
• People still claim to cast out evil spirits 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) cannot go 
beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

2 (a) 
AO1 

• (the way) Peter said 
he was not a follower 
of Jesus (after the 
arrest of Jesus). 

• Peter lying about 
knowing Jesus 

• Peter saying he did 
not know Jesus 

• Peter denying Jesus 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• Peter betraying 
Jesus 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 
 

 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think Jesus asked the rich (young) man to give up too 
much are likely to use such reasons as: 

• No-one can be expected to give up everything 
• The rich (young) man could have kept his possessions and still 

followed Jesus  
• The rich (young) man had every right to enjoy what he had 

worked for 
 
Answers which do not think Jesus asked the rich (young) man to give 
up too much are likely to use such reasons as: 

• Following Jesus is worth giving up everything for 
• The rich (young) man should have done what Jesus asked 
• Reward in the next life is more important than reward in this life 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg No-one can be expected to give up 
everything) 

                                                                              1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg No-one can be expected to give up 

everything. The rich (young) man needed money to live               
                                                                         2 marks         

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                           3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                        4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

2 (c) 
AO1 

The main ways include: 
• the seed on the path shows that evil will prevent discipleship 
• the seed on rocky places shows disciples will easily forget God’s word 
• the seed amongst the thorns shows disciples will be distracted by the 

cares of the world 
• the disciples did not understand the parable 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If 
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by: 

• giving a way 
• not explaining but only describing the reference 
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have 
some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity 
and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using two brief ways 
• or a developed way 
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed 
to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely to be 
passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical 
and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief ways 
• or a fully developed way 
• or two ways with one developed. 
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English 
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate 
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there 
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors 
are 
likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using four brief ways 
• or two developed ways 
• or two ways one of which is fully developed 
• or three ways with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one way only. 
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or 
spelling errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

 



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Peter denied knowing Jesus 
• Judas betrayed Jesus 
• The disciples deserted Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• The disciples were loyal to Jesus throughout his ministry  
• They were chosen because of their weaknesses (failings) 
• Peter became the first Pope 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must 
be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or 
(ii) cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

3 (a) 
AO1 

• going without food on 
certain days as a sign 
of devotion to God 

• going without food 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable.     
(2) 

• Giving something up 
• an act of devotion 

to God 
 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think Jesus was right to say “give to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar” are likely to use such reasons as: 

• It is important for people to pay taxes 
• By saying this he avoided being arrested for treason 
• He avoided a trap being set for him 

 
Answers which think Jesus was not right to say “give to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar”  are likely to use such reasons as: 

• Caesar was the leader of the occupying power 
• It showed disloyalty to God 
• It could have turned the people against him 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent 
to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg It could have turned the people against 
him) 

                                                                                 1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg It could have turned the people 

against him because the Romans were the hated occupying 
force) 

                                                                                 2 marks 
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                              3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                           4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

3 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include: 
• he entered Jerusalem like a king 
• the crowd were praising him 
• the crowd were attributing Messianic titles to Jesus 
• there was a danger that the Roman soldiers could have intervened 
• the entry made the Jewish leaders jealous 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels.  
If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have 
some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both 
clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling 
errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of 
skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There 
are likely to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. 
Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or 
spelling errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• some Christians believe that this is part of “rendering to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s” 

• If the authorities are not obeyed, it can lead to anarchy 
• St Paul taught that Christians should obey the authorities 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• Jesus had disobeyed the authorities over the Sabbath laws  
• Jesus had disobeyed the authorities over eating with 

sinners  
• Jesus had come into conflict with the authorities over 

trading in the Temple 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must 
be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

4 (a) 
AO1 

• the building in 
Jerusalem where 
sacrifices were made 

• the most important 
Jewish religious 
building 

• the temple built by 
King Herod 

• the building where 
Jesus overturned the 
tables of the money-
changers 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• a religious building 
• a Jewish church 
• the Jewish place of 

worship 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(1) 

• a church 
Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 
 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think Jesus was right to break the Sabbath laws are 
likely to use such reasons as:  

• the laws Jesus broke were not part of the Ten 
Commandments 

• meeting people’s needs is more important than keeping 
religious laws 

• Jesus said the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath 

 
Answers which think Jesus was not right to break the Sabbath laws 
are likely to use such reasons as: 

• Keeping the Sabbath is one of the Ten Commandments 
• The laws were part of Jewish tradition 
• He was setting a bad example to the people 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg Jesus said the Sabbath was made for 
man, not man for the Sabbath) 

                                                                              1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Jesus said the Sabbath was 

made for man, not man for the Sabbath. This means that 
people’s needs come before keeping laws.) 

                                                                              2 marks   
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                           3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                         4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

4 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include: 
• Jesus forgave the man’s sins showing that he has authority to forgive 

sins today 
• It showed that Jesus is the Son of Man 
• It showed that Jesus has the power to heal 
• Jesus had the power to see into the minds of the teachers of the law 

showing he has divine powers 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels.  
If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have 
some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both 
clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling 
errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of 
skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There 
are likely to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. 
Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or 
spelling errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Jesus had angered the religious authorities 
• Jesus was seen as a threat to the stability of society 
• Jesus challenged their ideas of the Messiah 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• Jesus came to do God’s will 
• Jesus did not set out to antagonise people 
• Jesus preached a message of love 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according 
to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it 
must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 4

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

5 (a) 
AO1 

• the Roman death 
penalty suffered by 
Jesus when he was 
nailed to the cross  

• a Roman form of 
execution suffered by 
Jesus 

• dying on a cross 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• a Roman 
punishment 

• being put to death 
• the death of Jesus 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
point is acceptable. 

(1) 

• answers 
which define 
a different 
key word 

 
(0) 

2 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think Judas was wrong to betray Jesus are likely to 
use such evidence as: 

• Judas was a friend of Jesus  
• Judas’ actions led to Jesus’ death 
• Judas was motivated by money 

 
Answers which think Judas was not wrong to betray Jesus are likely 
to use such evidence as: 

• Judas’ betrayal enabled God’s plan to come about 
• Judas didn’t realise that the authorities wanted to put Jesus 

to death 
• Judas wanted to force Jesus’ to act politically 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg Judas was motivated by money) 
                                                                               1 mark 

For a personal response with:  
• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Judas was motivated by 

money. He was paid thirty pieces of silver for the 
information he gave) 

                                                                               2 marks   
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                            3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                         4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

5 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include: 
• The death of Jesus was part of God’s plan 
• It was the means by which the forgiveness of sins was achieved 
• It brought reconciliation between God and man 
• Without his death, the resurrection could not have happened 
• If fulfils prophecy 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels.  
If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have 
some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both 
clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling 
errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are 
likely to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. 
Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Jesus asked them to keep watch 
• Jesus was upset so they should have looked after him 
• Jesus had warned them there was going to be trouble 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

• Their fear was understandable 
• They fulfilled the prophecy that they would fall 

away 
• Jesus did not want protection he knew “his hour 

had come” 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according 
to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it 
must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

6 (a) 
AO1 

• the supreme Jewish 
council (which found 
Jesus guilty of 
blasphemy) 

• the (main) Jewish 
court 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• a group of Jewish 
leaders 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
point is acceptable. 

(1) 

• Answers 
which define a 
different key 
word 

(0) 

2 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think it is important for Christians to believe in the 
resurrection of Jesus are likely to use such reasons as: 

• Mark’s Gospel teaches it 
• This is the basis of the Christian  belief 
• The Church has always taught it 

 
Answers which think it is not important for Christians to believe in 
the resurrection of Jesus are likely to use such reasons as: 

• People can believe the other teachings of Jesus without 
believing in the resurrection 

• The shorter ending of Mark’s Gospel leaves the resurrection 
uncertain 

• People can believe that the spirit of Jesus lives on without 
his body rising from the dead 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

one brief reason (eg Mark’s Gospel teaches it)            1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Mark’s Gospel teaches it. The 

longer ending of Mark’s Gospel records the resurrection)              
         2 marks 

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                            3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                         4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

6 (c) 
AO1 

The main ways include: 
• Christians believe that witnesses should agree 
• Christians believe witnesses should tell the truth 
• Christians believe people should be tried in public 
• Christians believe that people have the right to legal representation 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels.  
If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by: 

• giving a way 
• not explaining but only describing the reference 
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have 
some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity 
and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using two brief ways 
• or a developed way 
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed 
to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely to be 
passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent syntactical 
and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief ways 
• or a fully developed way 
• or two ways with one developed. 
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English 
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate 
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there 
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are 
likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using four brief ways 
• or two developed ways 
• or two ways one of which is fully developed 
• or three ways with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one way only. 
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

 
 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• His death was why he came to earth 
• His death was part of God’s plan 
• His death reconciled people with God 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• He did nothing to deserve his death 
• It was the authorities who needed his death 
• He only died because Judas betrayed him 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must 
be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or 
(ii) cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

7 (a) 
AO1 

• a miracle in which 
(Jesus) shows (his) 
power over sickness 

• Jesus healing some 
one 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• laying on of hands 
• making someone 

better 
• any example of a 

healing miracle 
(including exorcism) 

• definition of a 
miracle 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think the feeding of the five thousand was possible 
are likely to use such reasons as: 

• Jesus can perform miracles 
• Too many people witnessed it for it to be denied 
• It is recorded in Mark’s Gospel  

 
Answers which think the feeding of the five thousand was not 
possible are likely to use such reasons as: 

• It is scientifically impossible 
• It was never meant to be taken literally 
• There are other explanations for the story 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg It is scientifically impossible)                        
                                                                                     1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg It is scientifically impossible. It 

is impossible for five loaves and two fishes to provide 
enough food for five thousand people)                   2 marks 

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                            3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                         4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

7 (c) 
AO1 

The main features include: 
• Jesus has the power to raise people from the dead 
• It shows the divinity of Jesus 
• It shows Jesus as Messiah 
• Jesus shows concern for the physical needs of the girl 
• It shows Jesus has power over death 

Credit answers which refer to the woman with bleeding 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels.  
If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief feature  
• only describing the reference. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have 
some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both 
clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling 
errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief features  
• or a developed feature. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are 
likely to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. 
Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief features 
• or a fully developed feature 
• or two features with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief features 
• or two developed features 
• or two features one of which is fully developed 
• or three features with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one feature only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• the voice from heaven said he was at his baptism  
• the healing miracles prove he was 
• the centurion said he was at the crucifixion 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• he was just a religious teacher 
• God does not exist therefore Jesus cannot be his son 
• Jesus never said he was 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) cannot go 
beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

8 (a) 
AO1 

• the Old Testament 
prophet believed to 
return before the 
Messiah 

• one of the people 
appearing at the 
Transfiguration 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• a Jewish holy man 
• a (Jewish) prophet 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think Jesus needed to be baptised are likely to use such 
reasons as: 

• it marked the start of his ministry 
• it showed he was the son of God 
• it showed he was also human/the son of Man 

 
Answers which do not think Jesus needed to be baptised are likely to 
use such reasons as: 

• Jesus was not sinful 
• Jesus was not human 
• Jesus started his ministry after his time in the desert 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg Jesus was not sinful)              1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Jesus was not sinful and baptism 

can be used today as a sign of the washing away of sins)             
                                                                              2 marks   

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                           3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                         4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

8 (c) 
AO1 

The main features include: 
• storms cannot be stilled in the way described in the gospel 
• some see it as an allegory for the persecution faced by Christians 
• some see it as symbol for chaos which can only be overcome by God 
• some see it as a picture of Jesus guiding them through the ‘storms of 

life’. 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels.  
If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief feature  
• only describing the reference. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief features  
• or a developed feature. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely 
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief features 
• or a fully developed feature 
• or two features with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief features 
• or two developed features 
• or two features one of which is fully developed 
• or three features with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one feature only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• There are many examples reported in the gospel 
• Jesus would have the power to do this 
• It shows Jesus is God 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• It is not essential to Christian belief 
• The healings are not scientifically possible 
• There are other ways of explaining these incidents 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) cannot go 
beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
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