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Introduction
This paper provides the opportunity for candidates to study a biblical text in a GCSE 
Religious Studies course. When linked to one of the other papers offered on this 
specification such as Religion and Life or one of the faith papers, it provides a well-rounded 
qualification in Religious Studies.
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Question 1 (a)

The 'Eye of the needle' is one of the key words in this section. One way of getting full marks 
is to learn the glossary definitions and an increasing number of candidates did so, but 
paraphrases are also acceptable.

This is an acceptable paraphrase of the 
glossary definition pointing out that 
wealth makes it difficult to enter heaven.

Examiner Comments

This answer was given 1 mark for a partially 
correct answer. Indeed it gave two partially 
correct answers - the reference to the gate 
and literal meaning of the whole at the top 
of the needle.  However, it did not explain 
the meaning of the metaphor that Jesus 
used so could not be given full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (c) (d)

Many candidates were able to link discipleship in parts (b) and (c) with today often pointing 
out (especially in part (b)) how life has changed. Likewise many candidates in (d) pointed 
out how attitudes today have changed on the issue of evil spirits.
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Here we have a full mark answer which shows how arguments and reasons can be 
developed to earn maximum marks.

In part (b) two developed reasons are given. Reason 1 is that in the twentieth century 
this is unacceptable. The development comes before the actual reason outlining what 
they have to leave. Reason 2 is that ridicule and hatred would stop them. This is 
developed by fear which prevents us from venturing into the unknown.

This answer to part (c) gives three reasons, one of which has been developed. The 
quality of written communication is good so it gains the upper of the two marks in 
level 4. The reasons credited were:

Reason 1 - ‘reflects his power and significance’.

Reason 2 -	 they must become fishers of men. This is developed by this is what Jesus 
was sent to do.

Reason 3 - they may repent and be saved.

This response to part (d)(i) gives one fully developed reason which is that evil spirits 
are a form of illness. This developed by the example of epilepsy being treated with 
medication. This then further developed by ‘in Jesus’ day illness was thought of as sin.

In (d)(ii) this also has one fully developed reason. The simple reason is some people 
are possessed today. This is developed by evil spirit is the only answer. This further 
developed by possessed people are sinners in need of repentance.

Examiner Comments

A useful form of developing a reason 
is to give an example.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)

Most candidates are familiar with Peter's denial. However, there are still some candidates 
who mix it up with Judas' betrayal of Jesus.

This candidate has confused denial and 
betrayal and so could only gain one mark.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives the glossary 
definition and so gains the full 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (c) (d)

Whilst part (b) and (d) were generally well answered, part (c) proved to be more 
challenging for many candidates and some candidates did not see the problems of 
discipleship contained in it. Some candidates just re-told the parable and therefore could 
only achieve level 1 whilst other candidates confused it with the parable of the Tenants in 
the vineyard.
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There was no valid reason given here to part (b), so the candidate gained no marks.

There was nothing in this answer from the parable of the Sower to part (c) so again the 
candidate could gain no marks.

This answer to part (d)(i) provided two reasons with one developed. Reason 1 was that 
they would do anything he said. Reason 2 was that they would leave their families etc. 
This was developed by they sacrificed all the precious things.

In part (d)(ii) two simple reasons were given for 2 marks. The first reason was they didn’t 
do enough for Jesus and the second reason was that one of the disciples betrayed Jesus.

There were many other reasons which could have been added to push this answer to 
3 marks - such as Judas’ betrayal of Jesus; the disciples all ran away when Jesus was 
arrested; the disciples didn’t always understand Jesus etc.

Examiner Comments

One way of approaching part (d) questions 
is to give 3 simple reasons in each part.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a full mark response to parts (b), (c) and (d) of this question.
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Two developed reasons are given here for part (b). Reason 1 is that he had a lot of money he 
had worked hard for. This is developed by ‘He shouldn’t just have to give it away’. Reason 2 
is that he himself would have nothing. This is developed by ‘He would become poor and need 
another’s help. Two reasons have been given already so the rest of the answer cannot be 
credited as maximum marks have already been reached.

In part (c) four simple reasons are given and the quality of communication is good so it gains 
the higher of the two marks for level 4. The reasons credited were:

Reason 1 - The disciples did not understand the parable.

Reason 2 - The seed falling on the path ... soon get distracted.

Reason 3 - The seed falling on the rocky ground ... soon get choked by possessions.

Reason 4 - The hearers don’t understand the parable so how can they become followers.

In (d)(i) three simple reasons are given. These were:

Reason 1 - They fell asleep in Gethsemane.

Reason 2 - They could not heal the boy with demons.

Reason 3 - They did not understand Jesus’ parables.

Maximum marks have been achieved so the rest cannot add any further marks.

Three simple reasons are also given in part (ii), these were:

Reason 1 - Peter became the first pope.

Reason 2 - James and John followed immediately.

Reason 3 - They went and preached when Jesus sent them out.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (a)

This part (a) question was generally well known and the responses shown in this report 
illustrate what was typical of the answers that were given.

Question 3 (b) (c) (d)

Many candidates seemed to find this question harder than some of the others, although 
there was also evidence of some good responses on 'Give to Caesar...'. In part (c) quite a 
few candidates wrote about the cleansing of the Temple whereas Mark clearly states that 
the cleansing was on the next day. There were some thoughtful answers given to part (d).

This answer is the glossary definition, 
so this was awarded 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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For part (b) this candidate gave only one developed reason so was awarded 
2 marks. The reason was that they were trying to catch Jesus out. This is 
developed by the examples of what would happen depending on his answer.

The candidate could have gained more marks by giving and developing 
another reason such as it is important for people to pay taxes.

This answer to part (c) is about the Cleansing of the Temple and not the 
entry into Jerusalem. Therefore it could not be given any marks. Please note 
that Quality of Written Communication can only be credited if the candidate 
has reached at least level 1.

Only one simple reason was given in response to part (d)(i) this was not 
obeying would lead to problems.

In (ii) one fully developed reason was given. The reason was that Christians 
should stand by what they believe. This is developed by the example of Jesus 
and further developed by ‘therefore oppose wrong doing’.

Examiner Comments
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By contrast with the previous example this is an example of one which got nearly full marks.
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This answer to part (b) gave two reasons with one developed. Reason 1 
was that it was a trick question. This is developed by ‘if he did not answer 
as he did he would have got arrested’. Reason 2 was that conflict with the 
authorities from his followers.

In part (c) two developed reasons were given, Quality of Written 
Communication is good so it gains the upper of the two marks in level 4. 
The two developed reasons were:

Reason 1 – Showing signs he was going to become a king. This is developed 
by leaders thought he could lead a rebellion.

Reason 2 – Jesus told them to. This developed by near worship of Jesus 
could be seen as blasphemy.

Maximum marks have been reached so the rest of the response cannot add 
any further marks.

In part (d)(i) one fully developed reason was given. The reason was Jesus 
was obeying the authorities. This is developed by Christians should adapt 
their ways of following him. It is further developed by even when arrested 
he told his followers not to fight them.

Whereas in part (ii) three simple reasons were given which were:

Reason 1 - Jesus challenged them (the authorities).

Reason 2 - Christians should not obey the authorities but God.

Reason 3 - Sometimes the authorities are wrong

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a)

Most candidates recognised that the Temple was a place of worship, but in order to get the 
maximum two marks the mark scheme was looking for some indication that set it apart 
from other places of worship - such as the main place of worship in Jerusalem; the place 
where sacrifices were offered; the place Jesus turned out the traders from etc.

There is no indication in this response that the 
Temple is different to other places of worship. 
So it is marked  as a partially correct answer.

Examiner Comments

The inclusion of the word ‘sacrifice’ in this 
answer makes it a full mark answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b) (c) (d)

There were some good answers to (parts b) and (d), but some candidates in part (c) 
confused the healing of the paralysed man with the healing of the man with the  
withered arm.
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This response to part (b) provided one developed reason. The reason is the disciples were 
hungry and in need of sustenance. This is developed with the quotation used by Jesus. The 
last part is incorrect as there is no record of Jesus saving a life on the Sabbath so was not 
credited.

In part (c) this response provided three reasons with one developed. The Quality of Written 
Communication was good so it gained the higher of the two marks at level 4. Reason 1 was 
that he forgave the man’s sins. This is developed by Jesus is God on earth. Reason 2 was 
that anyone’s sins can be forgiven. Reason 3 was that it showed God’ ultimate power.

In part (d)(i) there is one developed reason given which was  to get him out of the way, this 
was developed by adding that he was a threat and needed to be gotten rid of.

There are two reasons with one developed given in part (ii) so this response gained 3 marks. 
The first reason was that it was part of God’ plan. This is developed by he would have been 
killed anyway. The second reason is that the people needed to be corrected.

Examiner Comments
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In part (b) two developed reasons are given, these were:

Reason 1 - laws shouldn’t prevent us from helping others. This is developed by the 
quotation Jesus used.

Reason 2 - laws were made to make life easier. This is developed by the quotation 
immediately preceding it.

Two developed reasons are given here in part (c) and the Quality of Written 
Communication is good so gains the higher mark of level 4. These developed reasons 
were credited as follows:

Reason 1 - shows the importance of prayer and faith. This is developed by Jesus being 
amazed by the faith of those who brought the man.

Reason 2 - Jesus has power over sickness which is developed by it shows he is the Son  
of Man.

In part (d)(i) three simple reasons were given. These were: 

Reason 1 - breaking the sabbath laws.

Reason 2 - upset the traders in the Temple.

Reason 3 - Jesus upset the sadducees by what he said.

There is one fully developed reason given for part (ii). The reason is that Jesus had to 
die and knew it from the beginning. This is then developed by the quotation and further 
developed by saying he died to bring salvation.

This candidate has said that they agree in (d)(i) and disagree in (d)(ii).  This is acceptable 
as the candidate is ‘sitting on the fence’ providing that both views are declared as being 
their own.

In order to qualify for full marks in the part (d) question candidates have to refer to 
Christianity.  Any reference to quotes from Mark’s gospel, things that Jesus did, things 
that the disciples did etc are deemed to be references to Christianity.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5a

Most candidates knew what crucifixion is.

This is a correct answer but using 
alternative wording to the glossary 
definition, so is given full marks.

Examiner Comments

Although in the right general area, this 
candidate did not identify exactly what 
crucifixion was so it gained no marks.

Examiner Comments



26 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01

Question 5 (b) (c) (d)

Generally this question was well answered and some thoughtful comments were made in 
parts (b) and (d).  However on part (c), some candidates did not address the part of the 
question that asked them to talk about it being significant to Mark and consequently they 
were not able to score any marks on this section.
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In part (b) this response provided two developed reasons. 
These were:

Reason 1 - Judas promised to commit to Jesus. This is 
then developed by Judas broke his promise.

Reason 2 - The betrayal cost Jesus his life, which is developed by but he did no wrong.

In part (c) this is a case where the candidate has not address the ‘significant to Mark part of 
the question and therefore because it does not answer the question as set it can gain no marks.

This response to part (d)(i) has two reasons with one developed. The first reason is almost like 
returning a favour. This is then developed with shown them the way. The second reason is that 
they should have remembered what Jesus had taught.

In part (d)(ii) this response has one developed reason for 2 marks. The reason was that Jesus 
should have been able to protect himself which is developed by because Jesus was the Messiah.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that you read the question 
carefully and have understood what it 
is asking you to do.

Examiner Tip
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In part (b) two developed reasons here mean that the candidate achieves 4 marks. 
The reasons given were:

Reason 1 - Judas was one of the 12 apostles, which is developed by he betrayed 
someone he followed.

Reason 2 - When he was arrested Jesus faced death, this is developed by Judas 
indirectly killed Jesus.

A full mark answer is given to part (c) here made up of three reasons with one 
developed and good Quality of Written Communication. The reasons credited were:

Reason 1 - Jesus being the Messiah and King of Kings. Reason 2 - Eloi, Eloi... shows 
Jesus to be suffering the sins of the world. This is developed by gives 
strength to the suffering community.

Reason 3 - the prophecies came true.

In (d)(i) one fully developed reason gives this answer full marks. The reason was 
that they were close friends so should have stayed together. This developed by saying 
at supper they promised not to betray him and further developed with they went 
against their promises.

In (d)(ii) two reasons with one developed gives this response full marks. The first 
reason is that the disciples were only human which is developed by ’the spirit is willing’ 
etc. The second reason is it was all part of God’s plan.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6a

Most candidates had some idea of what the Sanhedrin was. 

Question 6 (b) (c) (d)

As in other questions parts (b) and (d) were well answered, but candidates did not 
answer part (c) so well. Candidates tended to know the illegalities in the trial of Jesus, but 
for the most part they were unable to link this to Christian attitudes to justice despite this 
being part of the specification.

This was clearly a correct answer identifying 
what the Sanhedrin was and so gained 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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In this example for part (b) the candidate gave two reasons with one 
developed leading to 3 marks being awarded. The first reason was that it 
shows that he is holy. This is developed by he can do miracles and heal. 
The second reason is that Jesus came back to finish his mission.

In part (c) the candidate has not linked the illegalities in the trial to 
Christian attitudes to justice. So this response is given level 1 for a basic 
description. In part (d)(i) two reasons are given for 2 marks. These were:

Reason 1 – He knew he was going to die.

Reason 2 – So that he could resurrect himself.

In (d)(ii) one reason was given for 1 mark. This was why didn’t he stop it.

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of a fully correct answer to parts (b), (c) and (d) of this question.
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In part (b) two developed reasons are given for 4 marks. These were:

Reason 1 – it is the pinnacle point of Christianity. This is developed by Jesus was 100% 
man and 100% God.

Reason 2 – One of Jesus’ most divine moments. This is developed by - believing would 
allow Christians to keep in touch with Jesus

This part (c) response achieves Level 4 – 8 marks for a comprehensive explanation using 
one reason only Quality of Written Communication is good so it gains the upper of the two 
marks in level 4. The reason given is that it has no place in a modern trial (middle of the 
answer). This then developed by reference to the various illegalities in Jesus’ trial -  held 
at night; false testimony; no defence for Jesus.

In part (d)(i) two reasons with one developed are given for 3 marks. The first reason is 
that sins would have not been forgiven, which is developed by the world would have been 
more corrupt than it is. The second reason is that Christianity would not have started.

In (d)(ii) three reasons were given for 3 marks. These were:

Reason 1 – Son of God should not suffer such a death.

Reason 2 – Jesus could have continued spreading the word.

Reason 3 – Jesus could have avoided being caught

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (a)

Some candidates mixed healing miracles with nature miracles when answering this question.

Although the candidate has the beginnings of 
the idea about the miraculous, there is not a 
clear enough definition here to gain any marks.

Examiner Comments

This answer gets across the idea of what a 
healing miracle is and so is awarded 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b) (c) (d)
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In this example there is just one simple reason given in part (b) 
which is that no-one is able to perform such a miracle.

This part (c) response gained the upper mark in Level 1 - 2 
marks. There is just one feature here which is that he could 
perform healing miracles.

In part (d)(i) two simple reasons were given, these were:

Reason 1 - he could perform miracles.

Reason 2  - the resurrection.

In (d)(ii) one simple reason was given which was we know he 
didn’t cure by getting rid of evil spirits.

Examiner Comments
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In this example, two reasons with one developed were given for part 
(b). The first reason was that it is impossible for this to happen. This is 
developed by adding and share it across so many people. The second 
reason is why doesn’t Jesus feed the starving today.

In part (c) the candidate gives a full mark answer including three features 
with one developed. These were credited as follows:

Feature 1 - Jesus is Messiah.

Feature 2 - shows Jesus’ power over sickness.

Feature 3 - shows he is caring. This is developed by he went to heal her 
even though he was doing other things.

In part (d)(i) one developed reason is given for 2 marks. This is about 
miracles which is developed by he is the Son of God. The rest of the 
response is not relevant.

In part (d)(ii) one simple reason is given which is breaking the sabbath 
laws set a bad example.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)

Most candidates knew Elijah to be a prophet, but many of them were unable to add any 
more to specifically identify him.

This answer correctly identifies Elijah as 
one of those at the Transfiguration.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of the other correct 
identification that a lot of candidates gave.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b) (c) (d)
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In part (b) two developed reasons were given which was awarded four marks. 
The reasons were:

Reason 1 - Setting an example developed by to cleanse them of their sin.

Reason 2 - He was the Son of God developed by a voice said this is my son.

In part (c) two simple reasons were awarded for four marks. The reasons 
credited were:

Reason 1 - He stills the storm which is against the laws of nature.

Reason 2 - coincidence.

In part (d)(i) three simple reasons were given leading to three marks being 
awarded. The reasons were:

Reason 1 - it says so in Mark so we should believe it.

Reason 2 - he could heal because he rose from the dead.

Reason 3 - he raised Jairus’ daughter.

Whilst in (d)(ii) three simple reasons were also given leading to three marks 
being awarded. These were:

Reason 1 - Impossible to heal without medication.

Reason 2 - Jairus daughter could have been asleep.

Reason 3 - Legion probably had epilepsy.

Examiner Comments
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This answer to part (b) gives one developed reason leading to 2 marks being awarded. The 
reason was that he was God’s son which was developed by why would he need to be cleansed. 
The rest of the answer is repetition and therefore cannot be credited with any further marks.

In part (c) this response achieves Level 4 – 8 marks for giving three reasons with one 
developed. Quality of Written Communication is good so it gains the upper of the two marks in 
level 4. The reasons were credited as follows:

Reason 1 – Science tells us energy can’t be destroyed.

Reason 2 – Humans don’t have the power to calm storms.

Reason 3 – Story may be a metaphor this is develop by an argument between the disciples.

In part (d)(i) there is one developed reason given which is awarded 2 marks. The reason is that 
the raising of Jairus’ daughter shows Jesus has the power. This is developed by he brings her 
back to life. 

One fully developed reason is given in part (i) for 3 marks. This was that Jesus said she is not 
dead but asleep which was developed by saying maybe in a coma and further developed by 
a lack of scientific knowledge at the time.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Teachers and candidates should note the following:

1.	 Make sure candidates read the question carefully and understand what it is they are 
being asked to do.

2.	 Learn the glossary definitions of the keywords used in part (a) questions as the 
definitions are included as part of the mark scheme.

3.	 Look for ways of developing the reasons given in part (b) questions.

4.	 Look for development in the reasons/features/ways given in part (c) questions. One way 
of doing this is by giving examples or relevant quotations from Mark's Gospel.

5.	 One way of answering part (d) questions is to try and give three simple reasons on each 
side of the argument.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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