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Introduction
This is the third successive year the new GCSE Religious Studies (Unit 10) has been 
assessed. 

The unit continues to be a very popular one, especially with Roman Catholic Centres. It 
allows candidates to learn about the structure, ceremonies, festivals and key beliefs of 
the Catholic Church. It particularly complements Unit 3, when taken in combination with 
unit 3 they together allow candidates to be prepared for a full GCSE whilst gaining a wide 
understanding of Catholic life and teaching.

The unit has two assessment objectives each with equal weighting. AO1 examines 
knowledge and understanding and is assessed in parts (a) and (c) of each question. 

AO2 looks for the ability to use evidence to make a reasoned argument that expresses 
and evaluates personal responses, informed insights and differing points of view, and is 
assessed in parts (b) and (d) of each question.

Part (a) questions require candidates to offer a definition of a key word. Some candidates 
learn these definitions off by heart, whilst others offer a paraphrase of the ideas involved in 
the term. Both approaches are acceptable.

Part (b) questions ask candidates for two developed reasons that either support the idea 
expressed in the question (about some aspect of Catholic belief or practice), or which 
oppose it. It is also possible to gain full marks by giving a reason for and against, provided 
it is clear that the candidate is undecided and that both reasons are their own. What is 
essential is that two developed reasons are given and that they both express the opinion of 
the candidate. Four simple reasons will only gain two of the four marks available. Answers 
which clearly assign the opinions to others - such as 'there are some Catholics who believe 
that...' cannot be awarded marks.

In part (c) there are marks available for development, and some candidates showed an 
ability to offer a single fully developed reason, still gaining all the marks available. More 
commonly, candidates give a series of reasons without development. Four such correct 
reasons would also gain full marks.

Part (d) questions present an idea about Catholic belief or practice and ask candidates to 
indicate whether they agree with that idea or not, and to offer reasons. They must also give 
reasons why someone may disagree with them. Most candidates gaining full marks gave 
three correct reasons on both sides, but full marks are available for fewer reasons provided 
they are developed.



4 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS10 01

Question 1 (a)

In the context of this Unit 'Incarnation' refers to the Incarnation of Jesus, and answers 
needed to refer the idea of God taking human form to achieve full marks. A paraphrase 
of the same idea would also have gained full marks. Those achieving only one mark often 
spoke of the idea of 'becoming flesh', without referring to God.

This question was well answered. Along with many of the more technical key words, many 
candidates chose to learn the glossary definition rather than try to paraphrase.

Both parts of the answer are here - that of becoming 
human, and that it is God's act of becoming human.

Examiner Comments

Some candidates confused incarnation with re-
incarnation. It is worth candidates remembering that 
there will be no reference to re-incarnation in this 
examination.

Examiner Tip

This answer defines another key word, such 
an answer would always receive no marks.

Examiner Comments

This response is an example of where a candidate 
has learnt the definition off by heart, without fully 
understanding the key idea behind the term.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b) (c) (d)

Question (b) asks whether Christians must show love for others. This was a well answered 
question, with many candidates able to gain at least one development mark for referring to 
some specific example from the life of Jesus or his teaching.

Question (c) asked candidates to explain the importance for Christians of belief in the unity 
of God. In general there were two successful approaches to this question. Some answers 
focussed on the source of that belief, such as in the Creeds and in the Ten Commandments. 
Others pointed out how the belief helps in understanding the nature of God, as all powerful, 
or said that the unity of God helps Christians to understand the proper meaning of the 
Trinity.

Question (d) asked candidates to discuss the importance of the belief that Jesus is the Son 
of God. The primary focus of the arguments in favour of this belief tended to focus on the 
evidence supporting it (such as Jesus' miracles and resurrection) or, stated that it helped to 
understand Jesus life and mission. Arguments against often referred to the impact of his life 
and teaching, regardless of his status, or offered arguments from the perspective of other 
religions (which was a legitimate approach to this question).

This is an answer from a candidate scoring 13 of the 18 marks available on parts (b), (c) 
and (d). It can be noted that the answers are simply but accurately expressed.

Any correct paraphrase of the definition would be awarded full marks. 
The mark scheme provides a number of examples of acceptable 
paraphrases, but alternative wordings of these could also be credited.

Examiner Comments

Many key words have two parts to the definition that are needed to gain full marks. 
In this case it is the idea of 'taking human form' and that this was an action of God. 
If both parts are there, however expressed, the candidate would gain full marks.

Examiner Tip
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In part (b) the candidate gives two reasons, one of them 
developed. Jesus' teaching is quoted, and it is pointed out by way 
of development that following this teaching leads to salvation. The 
second reason is not developed.

In part (c) answers that referred to the creeds and the Old 
Testament were more than acceptable because the Unity of God 
can be said to be a primary focus of both texts.

In (d) the candidate gives three simple reasons for why belief in 
Jesus as the Son of God is important - the Christian belief in the 
Incarnation, the fact that Jesus performed 'physical' wonders and 
that it helps us understand the Trinity. The one argument against 
is simple but valid.

Examiner Comments

In (b) with the second, simple reason, had the candidate made reference 
to the parable of the 'sheep and goats', that would have brought the 
fourth mark for a second developed reason.

In the same way, in part (d) if the simple argument against Jesus being 
the Son of God had gone on to point to the problems in a religion such as 
Islam to ascribe 'partners' to God, this would have developed this reason.

Examiner Tip
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Development can be credited even if it is not directly linked to the initial reason, and on that 
basis this answer is worth 3 marks.

The answer to part (c) does not focus just on sources of the belief in one God, but also on 
how the belief helps to explain other beliefs.

The simple reason given by this candidate in (b) is that 
Christians should show love of others because Jesus did. 
The developed reason is that Christians should follow 
Jesus' teaching, and he taught to 'love thy neighbour'.

Examiner Comments

Marks can be gained for answers that are simple but accurate.

Examiner Tip

There are four reasons given here. Some of them are also 
developed and so full marks would have been awarded before 
the end of the answer. For example, not only is reference 
made to the First commandment, but is is quoted accurately.

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of a fully correct answer to part (d). The answer is wide ranging and 
shows a sophisticated understanding of the Christian belief in Jesus as Son of God.

It would have been better if the candidate had explained why some people do not 
support Jesus' teaching in part (d)(ii). But the fact that some certainly do not does 
constitute a reason for it not mattering to them whether or not Jesus is the Son of God.

Examiner Comments

Note that in this case, one of the answers refers to atheists not believing in the divinity of 
Jesus. The stimulus 'quotation' in this question says simple - "It does not matter whether 
Jesus is the Son of God", with no reference to whether it matters to Christians. So the answer 
from the perspective of atheism is acceptable. But that is not the case in all (d) questions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)

Some candidates found it difficult to distinguish between 'salvation' and related key words 
such as atonement, absolution and contrition. Whilst the terms specifically refers to the 
idea of being saved from sin, it also includes the idea of God forgiving sins, any written 
responses that explored these ideas were rewarded. Equally, reference to the death of Jesus 
as the primary act of salvation was also rewarded with full marks.

Once again, two ideas are being sought to gain full marks - the idea of being saved, and 
that salvation is on account of sin or wrong-doing. Some candidates only gained partial 
Some answers managed to touch on three aspects of the notion of salvation - in this case, 
saving from sin, going to heaven, and Jesus' sacrifice of himself.

In fact, just one aspect of the idea of salvation would have been 
sufficient for full marks, so this would have gained the 2 marks 
available after 'Salvation is being saved from sin'.

Examiner Comments

Occasionally candidates write far more than is needed. 
Although this is not a problem with the shorter part (a) 
answers but excessively long answers to (b), (c) and (d) 
questions can eat into time available for other questions.

Examiner Tip

This is an example where the candidate could have gained the marks twice over.

Examiner Comments
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Although the glossary definition spoke of 'the act of delivering from sin or saving from evil' 
either part of this would be sufficient for full marks.

Question 2 (b) (c) (d)

This part (b) question asked whether God should forgive everyone. The word 'everyone' 
was included to allow for answers suggesting that not all sins are forgivable. In fact most 
answers were positive and pointed to the example of Jesus and to biblical teaching.

Part (c) was an 'explain how' question. Very few mistook it for an 'explain why' question 
(provision was made in the mark scheme to allow those that did explain why rather than 
how to gain some marks). It was well answered; the only recurring weakness was answers 
that focussed on how Christians show the love of God.

In part (d) there were positive answers focussed on various sources of teaching, on the 
way God behaves towards men and women, and also how the belief in God the Father helps 
in an understanding of the Trinity. Negative answers mainly came from the experience of 
suffering in the world, and some from those who reflected on bad experiences of fathers.

This is an example of a very good answer to parts (b), (c) and (d) of the question, gaining 
full marks.

By contrast, this very short answer also gains full marks.

Examiner Comments

Provided candidates understand the idea sufficiently, 
they can often be confident enough to present a fully 
correct answer in its simplest form.

Examiner Tip
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In part (b) the candidates gives two developed reasons. In the first case God teaches us 
to forgive; this is developed by reference to the Lord's Prayer. Although the second reason 
mentions loving rather than forgiveness, the two are obviously linked and so this does 
answer the question.

In part (c) there are four reasons here. The first one looks as though it is going to refer only 
to loving God (by attending Mass) but relates it to the question by speaking about how Mass 
helps to bring people together in unity.

Three simple reasons given on each side in part (d). The fact that the negative reasons refer 
to personal reasons rather than 'theological' ones is an acceptable alternative response.

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of something that could look like a development of a reason, but isn’t.

The first reason given for part (b) here is developed. God should forgive everyone 
because he created them, and that makes God our Father. But the second reason is 
not a development - there is no obvious link between the fact that we are all human, 
and the fact that we should be forgiven if we repent.

Examiner Comments

One way of developing a reason is by adding a specific 
teaching or example from Jesus' life. For example, if the 
second reason had said - We should be forgiven if we 
repent, and had then given the example of the prodigal 
son, that would have been a developed reason.

Examiner Tip
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It was important in this part (c) question to distinguish between showing love of God and 
love of others as these are distinct parts of the specification.

Sometimes candidates write very good answers, but in the wrong place.

Generally, examples of worship, going to church etc would be 
counted as showing love of God, and not credited. But, as in 
this case, many used such ways, but then went on to relate the 
answer to the question. The Mass helps people become closer 
to God, and the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation are 
aids to help people gain eternal life. Both are examples of how 
people are shown love.

Examiner Comments
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In this example of a part (d) answer, full marks are obtained in (i). But in (ii) the 
candidate gives one reason for not believing in God as Father, but then goes on to 
change tack and support the positive argument. As all the marks for the positive 
position had been gained, they could not be awarded any more marks for this.

Examiner Comments

It is important that candidates offer their reasons for their view in (i) 
and only the arguments that might count against their view in (ii).

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)

This was a well answered question with the majority of candidates providing a fully correct 
answer.

The definition in the glossary for 'ordination' refers to the act of becoming a deacon, priest 
or bishop. Reference to any one of the ordained ministries would have been sufficient for 
full marks. What was required for the full marks was reference to the act of 'becoming' a 
deacon, priest or bishop. Answers that referred to 'being a priest', for example, received one 
mark.

Some candidates who did not know the answer tried to use their general knowledge such as 
by reference to the idea of 'holy orders' meaning either the Mass or religious communities.

Where the candidate chooses a word that does not totally convey the true meaning, it has 
to be decided if the meaning is sufficiently correct.

In this case there is an example of partial recollection of words 
and meanings - holy orders leading to the order of Mass.

Examiner Comments

In this example, it could be argued that one is 'elected' to be a priest. 
However, it is clear that the candidate understood the key word.

Examiner Comments
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There are many examples of alternative correct answers. For example, reference to the 
'sacrament of Holy Orders' would also have gained full marks.

This is another example of where the full marks were 
merited twice over. Note also that the answer only refers 
to becoming a priest - which is sufficient for full marks.

Examiner Comments

Marks are not deducted for aspects of the answer that are incorrect.

Deacons, priests and bishops do not take vows of poverty, and not all make 
promise of celibacy. But this part is ignored because the first part is correct.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b) (c) (d)

Question 3 was more popular and more effectively answered than question 4.

This part (b) question asked whether Christians should obey the teachings of the Bible. It 
was a well answered question, with many offering reasons related to specific content, or 
about the Bible as God's word.

Part (c) is a familiar question, although framed in the negative - "why some Christians do 
not agree the clergy should be celibate". Many candidates were able to give four reasons 
and gain the full eight marks. There were some candidates who gave reasons for celibacy, 
and some who saw it as either for or against discussion, but these were few in number.

Part (d) asked about the importance of the parish priest in the local area. There were 
many good reasons given for his importance, specifically the teaching he gives and the 
sacraments he administers. It proved more difficult for candidates to say why he might not 
be considered so important, though there were some good answers referring to increasing 
secularism, the thought that his role is limited to his parish community, for example.

This is an example of a very good response, with the candidate gaining full marks.
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This response to part (b) has two developed reasons - the Bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
and so will contain teachings from God, and the bible tells of Jesus' life and teaching, which is the 
basis of the Christian life.

In part (c) this answer contains at least four good reasons, some of them developed.

Three reasons are given on each side of the discussion in part (d), with some of the reasons 
developed (for example, that priests teach the faith, which brings Christians closer to God and 
eternal life) but full marks were already gained for the simple reasons.

Examiner Comments

One way of ensuring candidates give enough 
reasons to have the opportunity of scoring full 
marks is to number them Firstly... Secondly... etc.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate gave reasons in favour of celibacy which was not 
what the question asked so it could be given no marks.

Examiner Comments

It is important that candidates always read the 
question carefully to ensure they are addressing 
the question set.

Examiner Tip
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It is important that candidates always read the question carefully to ensure they are 
addressing the question set.  This is an example of where the candidate gives only two 
simple reasons and cannot therefore score more than half the available marks.

The first reason here is that Christians should obey the Bible because the teachings provide 
guidance. The second is that the Bible teaches people to love each other. Neither of these 
answers can be considered developed.

Examiner Comments

In part (b) questions the two reasons 
need to be developed to get full marks.

Examiner Tip
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This is an answer that shows an example of development in a part (d) response, and the 
kinds of answers some candidates gave to why the local priest may not be thought so 
important.

In  this answer to (d)(ii) the candidate includes some development. 'The priest is 
important because he gives the sacraments' would have been sufficient for one 
mark, but they go on to say that this helps Catholics gain salvation, which is a 
clear development.

There are two simple but quite well thought out answers in (d)(ii). Not everyone 
may fully agree with the premise that priests aren't really seen out of church, but 
as an ad hominem argument it is valid, as is the argument that some priests pray 
rather than help practically, and that might not be enough...

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a)

The term 'apostolic' was one that candidates found it more difficult to define, and this 
question was less well answered. Of those who did answer correctly, the majority gave the 
glossary definition. 

There were some attempts to answer without using the glossary definition. Those answers 
that referred first of all to the apostles followed through with the Church as the recipient of 
their teaching could be awarded full marks.

Answers that focused on apostolic teaching could also gain full marks.

This example is worth the full 2 marks available for this question.

Examiner Comments

No marks are deducted in part (a) answers due to poor 
spelling or the wrong word used, provided the answer can be 
understood.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b) (c) (d)

Candidates generally found this question challenging, most of all in respect of the idea of 
bishops as successors of the apostles.

This part (b) question was an occasion when the advice to distinguish church from Church 
was not really so important. It asks about the Church as a means to faith, but clearly many 
answers to this question can be found in what happens in church (the Church provides 
priests who 'teach us' when we go to church). 

Part (c) was quite a straight forward question. It was generally well answered, but a 
number of able candidates could not provide four reasons for why the Pope is important for 
Catholics.

Part (d) was a more challenging question, and indeed bishops as successors of the apostles 
is one of the less straight forward of the topics found in the specification. 

Some candidates were able to gain full marks for this question. This is an example of an 
answer that gained full marks for (b), (c) and (d).
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In part (b) the candidate gave two developed reasons. The Church teaches the true 
faith, and gives homilies to explain the teaching. The Church provides the sacrament of 
Confirmation and thereby the Holy Spirit gives guidance on the faith journey.

In response to part (c) the candidate gives a series of reasons and in some cases 
explanations that can count as development.

Three reasons given on each side in part (d). In part (i) the bishops as successors of the 
apostles can teach the faith, act as conduits from the pope to the faithful, and can keep 
priests faithful to the teachings of the true faith. In part (ii) the reasons were that as long 
as there is a pope, there is no need for the bishops also to share the apostolic succession, 
that it is what the local priest teaches that really has an impact, and even without being 
successors of the apostles, they are ordained to run their diocese.

Examiner Comments
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A number of candidates provided two simple reasons in response to part (b). The Church is 
a means to faith because of its teachings, and through the sacraments, were the two most 
commonly used.

This is an example of two reasons that have not been developed and so 
can only gain 2 marks out of the 4 marks available.

Examiner Comments

If the candidate had added to their first reason, that a priest will then often 
explain that teaching in a sermon, that would have been a developed reason.

Examiner Tip
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Sometimes candidates did not answer this part (c) question well, in this case giving one of 
the less obvious (but correct) reasons, but neglecting the more obvious, such as that the 
Pope is head of the Church.

This response has one simple reason and gains 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

This candidate's answer is brief but shows some level 
of understanding of what a pope does. It may be worth 
reminding candidates that marks are not deducted for 
wrong answers, so if they are not sure if a reason is 
valid it can sometimes be worth including it.

Examiner Tip
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This is another example of a fully correct answer to part (d).

The first answer to (i) was rewarded even though it sounds a bit of a tautology. 
It can be interpreted as saying that bishops being successors of the apostles is 
important because it is a key (but not the only) part of what is understood by 
apostolic succession. In (ii) the idea of apostolic succession is hard to understand and 
so, for some, that would make it unimportant was also credited.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (a)

This question about the meaning of Contrition was well answered. 

For full marks, there were two parts to the definition require - the sense of being sorry, and 
that sorrow being on account of wrong-doing or sin. The clause 'deciding not to sin again' 
was not necessary for full marks.

Many candidates gave the full glossary definition such as in this example.

Examiner Comments

Candidates sometimes defined another key word that is close in 
meaning. This defines 'salvation' and cannot gain any marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b) (c) (d)

Part (b) asked about the importance of Baptism for Roman Catholics. It was generally a well 
answered question, with candidates often focusing on the washing away of sin and it being 
the first sacrament of initiation into the Christian faith.

Part  (c) was about the importance of Lent to Roman Catholics. The specification asks for 
a study of the meaning and importance of both Lent and Holy Week distinctly. However, 
Holy Week is within Lent and so answers that spoke about the importance of Good Friday, 
for example, were credited. Most answers concentrated on the idea of fasting, and of Lent 
as a time of preparation for Easter.

Part (d) asked whether to be a good Christian one had to attend Mass. Again there were 
some very good answers. On the positive side candidates focused on being able to receive 
the Body and Blood of Christ, and the opportunity to listen to readings from scripture. On 
the negative side candidates spoke about the problems of regular Mass attendance and on 
the idea that it is not a guarantee of being a good Christian.

This is an example of a fully correct answer for parts (b) (c) and (d).



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS10 01 35

There are two developed reasons given here in response to part (b). The first is that baptism 
washes away original sin and that opens the way to salvation. The second that baptism makes 
you a member of the Church and this allows you to go on to develop your faith within the 
community.

This is an example of a candidate who focused entirely on Holy Week, and gave four correct 
reasons, gaining all 8 marks for part (c). Note that they gave a reason for the importance of 
each of the days chosen. It could not have gained marks if it had simply said 'Lent is important 
because it contains Palm Sunday' etc.

Three reasons given for each side of the discussion, simply and clearly expressed in part (d).

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of a simple reason alongside a developed reason in answer to the part 
(b) question.

This is an example of the more usual approach to answering a question about the 
importance of Lent, making no overt reference to the special days within Holy Week. Once 
again it is a fully correct answer.

This answer to part (b) is worth 3 of the 4 marks available.

The first reason is simple - baptism is important because it is the first step to be part of the 
Church. But the second reason has been developed. A mark would be given for saying that 
Catholics should be baptised because Jesus was. In this case they add that Catholics are 
supposed to follow the example of Jesus. The idea that part of being Catholic is to follow the 
example of Jesus does add something extra to the original reason and so is development.

Examiner Comments

In the first reason, if the candidate had gone on to 
say that having taken the first step, Catholics can be 
confirmed, or married in church, that would have been 
development.

Examiner Tip
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This answer to part (c) speaks about Lent as a time of fasting 
and prayer, of reflection on the life and suffering of Jesus and 
on our own. There are 4 reasons, with some of them developed. 
For example, the third reason speaks of Lent as a time to reflect 
on one's sinfulness (which would have gained the marks for that 
level) but adds that it is a particular time for going to confession 
to show sorrow for those sins, which is development.

Examiner Comments
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Most candidates, when explaining why going to Mass might not be so important, gave 
answers about not having the time, or that one could be a good Christian in other ways. But 
here is an example of an alternative approach.

In (d)(i) three reasons are given and the full three marks awarded.

In (d)(ii) the argument is made that Mass just makes people feel guilty, and is a waste of 
time because some do not believe that God answers their prayers said at Mass. This is a 
legitimate approach, but there are only two reasons so it gained 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

All part (d) questions contain the instruction that answers must refer to Roman Catholic Christianity.

At least one reference must be made to some aspect of Catholic belief or practice, but the words 
'Roman Catholic' do not have to be used. In this case, Mass is a Roman Catholic practice, that the bread 
and wine become the body and blood of Jesus is a Catholic belief. So either is sufficient to access the 
full marks.

Were no such reference made, a maximum of 3 of the 6 marks available for part (d) could be awarded.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a)

This was one of the best answered (a) questions, with many candidates giving the full 
glossary definition of chrism. 

For one mark reference had to be made to 'oil' and to get the full two marks it had to be 
related to at least one of the appropriate sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation or Ordination).

Most candidates knew that chrism is oil, but not always when it is used.

Many candidates gave more than was required. 
This answer gains the full marks for the opening 
words - chrism is the oil used in baptism.

Examiner Comments

This response gains the 1 mark available for mention of oil, 
but the context is wrong so it cannot gain the second mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (b) (c) (d)

This part (b) question asked about the importance of Christians attending church at Easter. 
Compared with the alternative 5(b) it was not well answered. Part of the problem was the 
confusion of Easter with Good Friday. Those who were able to answer often made general 
remarks about the value of going to church, though there were those who did relate it to 
the celebration of Jesus' resurrection.

Part (c) asked candidates to explain why the Mass is important for Roman Catholics. It was 
a well answered question, with answers focusing on reception of communion, the value 
of homilies and readings from the scriptures, as well as those who were aware of Jesus' 
request to 'do this in memory of me'. That Sunday is effectively the 'Sabbath' for Christians 
means that those who referred to the commandments were also credited.

Part (d) asked specifically about the importance of Christians receiving the sacrament 
of anointing before they die. Most candidates did focus on this 'in extremis' use of the 
sacrament and gave some very good answers about receiving comfort, being able to go to 
confession etc. It did seem, though, that for some candidates it was not a sacrament they 
had studied in detail.

This is an example of a very good answer, gaining 17 of the 18 marks available for part (b), 
(c) and (d).
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There are two reasons given here for part (b), and the second has been developed (in fact very fully 
developed, but there are only two marks available for each reason).

In part (c) there are many correct reasons given here, some developed - the value of the readings, 
receiving communion, blessings and guidance, the opportunity to pray, to worship God, to keep the 
sabbath... The full 8 marks could have been achieved a number of times over.

In part (d) three reasons are given on each side of the discussion. It is clear that the negative reasons 
proved more of a challenge, but these are valid reasons and well thought through by the candidate.

Examiner Comments

This answer didn't receive full marks because of an undeveloped reason given in answer to part (b). 
There are a number of ways in which the point made (that Easter celebrates God sending his Son 
for our salvation) could have been developed. For example, reference could have been made to the 
liturgical readings that support that idea, or how that idea is symbolised at Easter masses in the 
blessing of the baptismal water.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example two fully developed reasons given in answer to part (b).

The first reason gains the first mark when it says that going to church at Easter is 
important because it celebrates the resurrection of Jesus. The development is that the 
resurrection proves Jesus' divinity.
The second reason gains the first mark when it says that Easter celebrates one of the key 
moments in Jesus' life. It gains the mark for development by pointing out that this key 
event is recorded in the Bible, the Word of God.

Examiner Comments
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This is a slightly less orthodox answer to part (c), but one that also gained full marks.

The primary focus of this answer is not the Eucharist, as it would be in most cases, 
but on the opportunity Mass affords for people to feel the presence of God, to 
pray for the sick, to be united with the communion of saints - all valid alternative 
approaches. There were at least 4 reasons given in total to gain the full 8 marks.

Examiner Comments
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There is a correct reason given in part (i), which indicates that the 
candidate had studied the sacrament and understood its significance 
albeit without being able to write a more expansive answer.

Examiner Comments

The question asks if all Christians should receive the sacrament of anointing. 
Although the answer from non-belief can work where the question is not 
framed like this (as we saw in Question 1(d) for example) it cannot be accepted 
in this case. Candidates should be aware that the questions may vary in this way.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)

There were many ways in which full marks could be achieved in this question, and again it 
was very well answered.

For a definition of 'charity' candidates need to indicate the notion of giving, but this could 
also include doing something helpful and also mentioning ways in which people pass on 
things for those in need. The needy could have been identified in a numbers of ways - the 
hungry, the poor, the homeless, as well as with the term 'the needy' itself.

This answer gains two marks because it identifies the 
helpful action and that it is done for the less fortunate.

Examiner Comments

Answers that referred to a Charity as opposed to an 
act of charity gained one mark. This answer gained one 
mark and it did not need to identify the Charity to do so.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b) (c) (d)

In part (b) the full meaning of the term 'social and community cohesion' is something 
candidates are gradually coming to terms with. For the most part, the candidates answered 
this question from the point of view of the need to help others, and such answers were 
rewarded. Some highlighted the need for greater racial tolerance and referred to the 
teaching of the Good Samaritan. Overall, it was quite well answered, although perhaps 
some candidates could have provided more developed reasons.

Part (c) asked specifically about Jesus' teaching about money as found in the Sermon on 
the Mount. Despite it being a specific topic in the specification, there seemed to be a fair 
number of candidates who were familiar with the overall theme of the Sermon but not with 
the specific teaching about money. However, even general answers often pointed to such 
ideas as giving to others, and not accumulating wealth, which are themes in the Sermon.

Part (d) was quite well answered, with a good number of candidates offering reasons on 
both sides. On the positive side candidates mentioned such reasons as the very 'special' life 
a priest is called to live, often without wife or family. On the other side of the discussion, it 
was encouraging to see how many candidates were able to stress the equal value of the lay 
vocation, and the commitment required of parents, teachers and the medical profession.

This is an example of a very good answer, with the candidate gaining 15 of the 18 marks 
available for parts (b), (c) and (d).
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In part (b) the response includes the importance of community and social cohesion is taught in the Catechism 
(though not the creeds) as well as many of the great encyclicals Rerum Novarum of Leo XIII and Populorum 
Progessio of Paul VI. The first reason is developed, and the second simple so this is awarded 3 marks in total.

The part (c) question asked how Christians use Jesus' teaching on money. The first three reasons were 
credited and these were - that spiritual wealth is better than financial wealth, that money should be given to 
the needy, and that money should not be made into a god. This response gained 6 marks.

This is an excellent, full answer to part (d). Note the argument in favour of priesthood being the best vocation, 
that priests enter the life of discipleship. Of course that can be said of any vocation from God, but it is 
reasonable to argue that this is markedly the case for a priest who usually cannot be with a wife and family.

Examiner Comments
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This answer gained three marks for question (b). It would not have taken much to develop 
one of the reasons to gain the fourth mark available.

There are two reasons here. The first is that Jesus taught us 
to love our neighbour. The second refers to the Parable of 
the Good Samaritan which teaches the same, but then goes 
on to develop the reason by mentioning the point Jesus was 
making about religious groups in that parable.

Examiner Comments

The fourth mark could have been gained with a 
development of the first reason, such as a reference to 
the Jesus' teaching about the meaning of the Law - to 
love God and love your neighbour.

Examiner Tip
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Usually part (c) questions look for a series of explanations about the importance of some 
aspect of Catholic life or belief, or how that is lived out. It might also ask for an explanation 
of why there are two different points of view. This question does not ask that, and the 
candidate cannot gain full marks by taking that approach.

This response gains two marks for the answer that money does 
not make you happy. The answer implies that the teaching 
changes one's attitude to money, but the question does not call 
for a discussion, so no marks can be awarded for the counter 
argument that people need money to survive.

Examiner Comments
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There is a distinction in part (d) questions between (i) giving reasons for one's point of view 
and then in (ii) giving reasons that might be given for those who disagree. Not adopting this 
division can mean the candidate isn't fulfilling the requirements of the question.

In this answer to part (d) the candidate decides to argue that a priest has the best vocation and 
offers three good reasons to support their argument, gaining full marks in (i).

In (ii) however, the candidate is asked to give reasons from those who might disagree with them. 
The first reason in (ii) is still in support of the candidate's opinion and so cannot be rewarded. So 
only one mark is gained in (ii).

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)

This was a less well answered question, and some candidates were unsure about the precise 
meaning of the Law of Moses. Some spoke of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount, but rather more 
candidates restricted it to the Ten Commandments. As the Ten Commandments are part of 
the Law of Moses such an answer was given 1 mark.

The two parts needed for full marks were: that they were Laws given by God, and that 
they were given to Moses (or the Israelites) or other appropriate idea that located it in Old 
Testament times.

The answer 'The Torah' was also awarded full marks, although very few candidates used this 
term.

This answer was given full marks because, although reference 
is made to the Ten Commandments, the definition around the 
brackets is fully correct.

Examiner Comments

This response was only awarded one mark because it clearly 
indicates that the candidate believes the Law of Moses consists 
of the Ten Commandments.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b) (c) (d)

This part (b) question asked whether judging others is always wrong. It was generally well 
answered, with a good number of candidates able to offer scriptural support that helped 
gain the development marks. The main reasons offered included the idea that Jesus taught 
us not to judge on the one part, but that judging others is necessary for a just society.

In part (c) the importance of vocation for Christians was quite well understood by 
candidates, although quite a number seemed to lack a detailed understanding of the topic 
and there was a limited range of answers because of this. Valid reasons included the idea 
that a vocation comes directly from God, that it is usually a call to be of help to others, that 
it followed Jesus' call of his apostles and disciples in the Gospel. Some candidates focused 
part of their answer on the value of specific vocations, such as the religious life and the 
medical profession, and these were credited.

For part (d) not every candidate knew the Golden Rule, despite this being a specific topic in 
the specification. Those who knew in general that it was about loving others were often able 
to pick up a number of the available marks. The best answers focused on such ideas as the 
simplicity of the rule, the fact that it was taught by Jesus, and that Christians share this rule 
with many other believers. Arguments against it being the most important pointed to the 
Ten Commandments given directly by God, often gaining development marks by pointing 
out that these Commandments form the basis of the law in many countries. They also 
argued that all of Jesus' teaching should be considered of equal importance.

This is an example of a fully correct answer to parts (b), (c) and (d) - gaining all the 18 
marks available. It also contains some very thoughtful answers that are not the approaches 
taken by the majority of candidates.
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In part (b) this response takes the approach that judging can be correct, and offers two 
developed reasons. The first is that God will judge us when we die and this encourages us to 
live a better life. The second points out that judging others is a reminder that we must expect to 
be judged ourselves and we will try to change the way we live so that we are judged to be doing 
good.

This is a carefully thought out answer to part (c), showing great powers of synthesis. It 
offers four reasons, but many of them are also developed. Vocation is important because it is 
a universal call, it is a call to witness, a call to service, a call to discipleship. As an example of 
development, the first reason goes on to say that the universal call is also a reminder that God's 
call is an example of God's love.

Three reasons are given for each side of the argument in part (d). Some of them are standard - 
for example that the ten commandments are more important - but some of them show a deeper 
understanding, such that everyone following the Golden Rule would contribute to world peace.

Examiner Comments

One way to argue that the Golden Rule is not the most important is to say that something else is.

It is worth looking again at the answers here to (d). It is not enough to say simply that something else 
is more important unless it is accompanied by a reason. An example here is that the detailed teaching 
of the Sermon on the Mount might be thought more important because it avoids the vagueness of the 
Golden Rule.

This principle can be applied to all similar part (b) and part (d) questions that test AO2.

Examiner Tip
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This answer highlights that there are still a significant number of candidates who are 
committing 'rubric errors' - answering parts of two different questions. In this case, a very 
strong candidate loses six marks due to this.
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In part (b) there are two developed reasons, and the second one is developed - it says that 
magistrates have to judge and this helps to ensure the safety of society.

In part (c) the candidate offers four reasons - that obeying a vocation is fulfilling God's will, that 
it reflects the response of the early disciples of Jesus, it helps you to live a good Christian life, 
and it can be a means of bringing others to God. There are also one or two developments along 
the way.

In part (d) this answers response answers question 7(d) and therefore gains no marks.

Examiner Comments

The candidate can only be awarded marks for the parts of one of the two questions they have 
answered. In this case they score more highly on the parts of question 8 they have answered 
so this, rather than question 7, is credited.

To avoid this candidates could put a line through the question they have decided not to answer 
as a reminder. Or if they have time they could go back and check their answers to ensure they 
have not mixed parts of different questions.

Examiner Tip



60 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS10 01

This example shows two simple reasons given in answer to part (b) for 2 marks. The 
reasons given are - if we judge others God will judge us, and the Bible teaches that only 
God can judge.

Examiner Comments

To gain the marks for part (b) questions the candidate must give their own view. This can 
be indicated in a number of ways. Here the candidate simply says 'yes'. Others say 'I agree 
that...' or 'I think that...'. These are all acceptable.

In fact, even if this answer had started 'We shouldn't judge others because if we do God will 
judge us...' it would still have gained the marks because it is assumed that the opinion is 
the candidate's unless they indicate otherwise.

If the candidate had said, 'Some Catholics think that...' it cannot be that is the candidate's 
opinion so cannot be credited.

Examiner Tip
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This is another example of a candidate offering a full answer to part (c), gaining all the 
marks available. In particular it offers an example of an answer that mentions specific 
vocations.

This answer gains 8 marks for four reasons.

One of the answers speaks about the call being from God, and the final paragraph offers 
the general reason that Christians want to make a difference in the world and following 
their vocation helps them to do this.

The middle two reasons are more specific, about the value of following a vocation to be a 
doctor and a charity works and this approach is an acceptable alternative response.

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of an answer to part (d) that gains 2 marks in (i) for a developed reason, 
and 2 marks in (ii) for two simple reasons. This shows that higher marks can be gained for 
development on all parts of the paper (except part (a) questions).

In this response part (i) gains two marks for a developed reason, although it is not well 
phrased. In this case it says that it is not enough to follow just one rule when we have been 
given lots of rules, and that following all the rules helps us achieve salvation.

Part (ii) offers two reasons - that many consider it to be the main rule given by God and 
that some people find it easier to use one simple rule to guide the way they live their lives.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
The following key points should be noted:

In part (a) questions, the glossary definitions of some of the more difficult concepts might 
be best learnt, as attempts to paraphrase them meet with mixed success. Remember that 
usually there are two parts of the definition that are required for the two marks.

In part (b) questions candidates should be reminded that they need to give two developed 
reasons, and not a series of simple reasons, and these reasons must be in support solely of 
their own opinion. 

In part (c) questions it is important to distinguish between 'explain why' and 'explain how' 
questions. 

Also candidates should only offer an explanation of two different points of view if the 
question asks for it. If a question asks, for example, why baptism is important for Catholics, 
marks cannot be awarded for an explanation of why some Catholics might not take that 
view. 

In part (c) questions candidates can gain the higher mark within the level by writing 
coherently. This mark cannot be gained if the mode of expression is such that it does not 
fulfil the Quality of Written Communication descriptor in the mark scheme.

In part (d) questions candidates should be reminded of the need to give only their own 
opinion, with reasons for their opinion in (i) and reasons why others may argue differently 
in (ii). These answers should not be mixed together. Part (d) questions also ask candidates 
to refer to Roman Catholic Christianity in their answer. Although Unit 10 questions are such 
that most answers will necessarily refer to Catholicism, candidates cannot go beyond 3 
marks for the whole of (d) if they do not make this reference.

Candidates who answer a mixture of the two questions in a section cannot gain full marks. 
One way to avoid this, is crossing out the question in each section that they have chosen 
not to answer.

Candidates who cannot think of multiple reasons in part (c) and (d) questions should be 
encouraged to look for ways in which they can gain marks by developing the reasons they 
have, such as by referring to specific teachings from the scriptures, or to examples from the 
life of Jesus.

Candidates should remember that fourteen of the twenty marks available in a question are 
for answers to parts (c) and (d). Therefore they are best advised to choose the question for 
which they feel most confidence in those two parts.

Answers that state a certain aspect of Catholic teaching is important because it is 'in the 
Bible' or 'in the Creed' or 'in the Catechism' can often be rewarded. However, where these 
are offered in a blanket and uninformed way - such as those who believed this year that the 
creeds say that the vocation of priesthood is the most important, these cannot always be 
credited. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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