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General Marking Guidance  
 

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 
must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 
mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must 
be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather 
than penalised for omissions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 
according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 
may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme.  
Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the 
candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to the 
mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must 
be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate 
has replaced it with an alternative response. 

• Mark schemes will indicate within the table where, and which 
strands of QWC, are being assessed. The strands are as 
follows: 

 
i) Ensure that text is legible and that spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are accurate so that meaning is clear 
 
ii) Select and use a form and style of writing appropriate to 
purpose and to complex subject matter 
 
iii) Organise information clearly and coherently, using specialist 
vocabulary when appropriate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Unit 9: Christianity 
 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

1 (a) 
AO1 

 
• Reconciliation 

between God and 
humanity. 
 

• Jesus dying for 
other people’s 
sins. 
 

• Reuniting God 
and humans  

 
 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• Jesus’ suffering 
and death 

 
• To make amends 

 
• Forgiveness 

 
• Reconciliation  

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(1) 

 
 
Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
   
Answers which think the Holy Spirit is present in the world 
today likely to use such evidence as: 

• It is seen in the lives of good people.  
•  It is present in the sacraments. 
• It is seen in Charismatic worship. 

 
Answers which  think the Holy Spirit is not  present in the 
world today likely to use such evidence as: 

• The suffering in the world prevents people from believing in 
the Holy Spirit. 

• People cannot see the Holy Spirit. 
• If God does not exist neither does the Holy Spirit. 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 
• one brief reason    (e.g. It is present in the sacraments.)                   

1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg. It is present in the 

sacraments, for example within the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.)                                             2 marks 

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

1 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include:  
• people’s needs takes precedence over everything else 
• showing love ignores any religious or social divide 
• love is very practical 
• being a follower of Jesus means showing love to others 
• love of your neighbour is important 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If 
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely 
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

 
 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1 (d) 
AO2 Indicative content  

 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Jesus said the greatest commandment was to love God. 
• Being involved with others could distract them from God. 
• The community can concentrate on praying for the needs of 

the world. 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• A religious community should follow Jesus’ example of 

showing love of others. 
• The parable of the Good Samaritan teaches that love 

involves practical actions. 
• The greatest commandment includes to love others. 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according 
to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it 
must be sent to review. 

 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

2 (a) 
AO1 

• God’s way of 
being one 

 
• The oneness of 

God 
 

• Belief there is 
only one God 

 
• Different 

churches coming 
together 

 
• Different religions 

coming together 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• Being one 
 

• People joining 
together 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content   
 
Answers which think God should forgive all sins are likely to use 
such evidence as: 

• Jesus died on the cross so all sins can be forgiven. 
• If people are truly sorry God should forgive them. 
• God is all loving so should forgive all sins. 
 

Answers which think God should not forgive all sins are likely to use 
such evidence as: 

• Some sins are so bad they should not be forgiven. 
• If God always forgives why try to avoid committing a sin. 
• God should only forgive if the person shows repentance. 

 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason     ( e.g. Some sins are so bad they should 
not be forgiven.) 

                                                                        1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons  
•  or one developed reason  (e.g.  Some sins are so bad they 

should not be forgiven for example people who commit 
mass murder of innocent people.)  

                                                                       2 marks                
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

2 (c) 
AO1 The main ways include: 

• Providing help for those in need. 
• Providing a meeting place for different groups. 
• Being involved in projects working for community cohesion. 
• Showing love for others by offering them spiritual help and guidance. 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If 
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by: 

• giving a way 
• not explaining but only describing the reference 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using two brief ways 
• or a developed way 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely 
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief ways 
• or a fully developed way 
• or two ways with one developed. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using four brief way 
• or two developed ways 
• or two ways one of which is fully developed 
• or three ways with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one way only. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 (d) 
AO2 Indicative content 

Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 
• Scientific evidence that the world was created by the Big 

Bang. 
•  Fossils show that humans evolved over millions of years. 
• The account of creation in the Bible is outdated. 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
 

• The world is complex; it must have had a designer. 
• Many Christians today accept the scientific explanation but 

believe God is behind it all. 
• Some Christians believe the Bible is literally true and it says 

God is the creator. 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

3 (a) 
AO1 

 
• (specially chosen) 

priests who are 
responsible for all 
the churches in a 
diocese 

 
• priests who are  

in charge of a 
diocese 

 
• Successors to the 

apostles. 
 

 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• senior priests 
 

• specially chosen 
priests 

 
• an example of a 

specific role of 
bishop eg 
confirmation 

 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
    
 Answers which  think Christians need a priest or minster to help 
them worship are likely to use such evidence as: 

•  A priest is needed so the Eucharist can  be received. 
•  A minister can guide people in prayer. 
• A priest administers the sacraments. 

 
Answers which think Christians do not need a priest or minster to 
help them worship are likely to use such evidence as: 
 

• Christians can worship on their own.  
• The Bible helps many Christians to get closer to God. 
• Some Christians believe that the Holy Spirit guides them in 

worship. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason      (eg  Christians can worship on their 
own)   

                                                                        1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason    (eg Christians can worship on 

their own and some meet together in their homes to pray.)    
                                                                       2 marks   

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

3 (c) 
AO1 The main reasons include:  

• It explains why the writers give different versions of the same story.  
• The writers were influenced by the accepted beliefs of the time. 
•  Many of the passages are best understood symbolically not literally. 
•  It was intended as a book of faith not a science or history book. 
• It shows that the Holy Spirit is active in the world through the writers. 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If 
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have 
some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both 
clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling 
errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are 
likely to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. 
Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 
 

• Salvation is only made possible through baptism. 
• The Church is the guardian of the true faith. 
• The Eucharist brings Jesus into Christians’ lives so making 

salvation possible. 
 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

• If Christians concentrate on leading a good life they can 
achieve salvation. 

• Following the teachings of the Bible is a means to salvation. 
• People from other religions can achieve salvation. 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

 
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

4 (a) 
AO1 

• Churches that are 
in communion 
with the Church 
of England. 

 
• Churches that are 

linked with the 
Church of 
England. 

 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• Protestant 
Churches. 

 
• The Church of 

England. 
 

• Churches that 
split from the 
Catholic Church. 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
point is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 
 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content   
Answers which think every local area needs a church  
are likely to use such evidence as:  

• It provides social care for many members of the community. 
• It is where Christians can come together. 
• For many Christians, it is where the sacraments are 

received. 
 
Answers which think do not think every local area needs a church 
are likely to use such evidence as: 

• Not all communities are Christian. 
• Some Christians do not worship in a church.  
• It is the people not the building that is important. 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason        (eg It is where Christians can come 
together)                        

                                                                          1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason  (eg It is where Christians can 

come together, this helps to develop a sense of belonging to 
a Christian community.)   
                                                                  2 marks    

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

4 (c) 
AO1 The main reasons  include:   

• The Church today teaches the same message as the Apostles did. 
• It offers a guarantee that the teachings followed by the Church  come 

from Jesus. 
• The unwritten teachings of Jesus given to the apostles are preserved 

through the Apostolic Tradition.  
• It maintains the unity of Christian teachings. 
• The authority given to St Peter by Jesus is alive in the Church today. 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If 
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason for one belief 
• not explaining but only describing the two different beliefs. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons for one belief 
• or a developed reason for one belief 
• or a brief reason for each of the beliefs 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely 
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using two brief reasons for one  belief, and a brief reason for 

another belief 
• using a developed reason for one belief, and a brief reason for 

another belief.  
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using  two brief reasons, or one developed reason for each of the 

two beliefs 
• using a developed reason for each of the two beliefs. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (d) 
AO2 Indicative content  

Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 
 

• Jesus refers to the Jewish scriptures, as the “word of God”.  
• Through a personal religious experience Chistians believe 

the Bible is the word of God. 
• The prophecies of the Old Testament were fulfilled through the 

life and death of Jesus. 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
 

• Some people believe that because of the contradictions in it, 
it must have been written by humans. 

• It does not  matter who wrote it, it is how you use the 
teachings that is important. 

• Christian leaders teach different views about the Bible; 
 who can say who is right? 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed 
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

5 (a) 
AO1 

• worship involving 
spiritual gifts 
(such as speaking 
in tongues and 
healing) 

 
• worship led by 

the Holy Spirit 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

• Lively worship 
 

• Spontaneous 
worship 

 
• Any example of 

the practice of 
Charismatic 
worship (eg 
speaking in 
tongues) 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
point is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative   
 
Answers which think  Christians should receive the Eucharist every 
week are likely to use such evidence as: 

• It is one of the sacraments which is required to be received 
regularly. 

• Jesus said “Do this in memory of me”. 
• It gives Christians spiritual strength to cope with the week 

ahead. 
 
Answers which do not think  Christians should receive the Eucharist 
every week are likely to use such evidence as: 

• Some people cannot receive it each week because of 
illness/work. 

• Some Christian groups do not celebrate the Eucharist.  
• Christians can lead spiritual/good lives without the 

Eucharist. 
 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason  (e.g. Some Christian groups do not 
celebrate the Eucharist.)                                1 mark 

For a personal response with:  
• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason  (eg Some Christian groups do not 

celebrate the Eucharist, for example the Quakers.) 
                                                                       2 marks   

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

5 (c) 
AO1 The main reasons include:  

• Baptism welcomes the baby into the Christian Community. 
• Baptism cleanses the baby of original sin. 
• The baptismal service is a sign of the Holy Spirit entering the life of the 

baby.  
• Infant baptism has long been a tradition of the Christian Church.  

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If 
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the  reasons shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the fature. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the reasons  is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely 
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the reasons  is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the  reasons is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content   
 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Easter is the ultimate proof that Jesus was the Son of God. 
• Easter proves that there is eternal life for all.  
• Easter shows Jesus is still alive and working through the 

Church 
 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

• Christmas is more important because it celebrates Jesus’ 
birth. 

• Good Friday is more important as it remembers Jesus’ death. 
• All the events in Jesus’ life were equally important. 

 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

6 (a) 
AO1 

• (the sacrament) 
when people 
confirm for 
themselves the 
promises made 
for them at infant 
baptism 

 
• The sacrament of 

initiation made 
for oneself 

 
• A  ceremony 

admitting a 
person to full 
membership to 
the Church 

 
• A public 

declaration of 
commitment for 
one’s self  to the 
Christian faith 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

 
• a sacrament  

 
 

• an initiation 
ceremony 

 
• receiving the 

Holy Spirit 
 

• declaration of 
faith 

 
• being accepted 

into the Church 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
point is acceptable. 

(1) 

 
 
Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
 
Answers which think Christians should  fast during Lent are 

likely to include: 
• It helps to remind Christians of the time Jesus spent in the 

desert. 
• It helps them to remember that many people in the world 

go without. 
• It is a way of showing devotion to God. 

 
Answers which think Christians should not  fast during Lent 

are likely to include: 
• Practical help for others is more important. 
• Spending time in prayer is more important. 
• There is no need to display your religion through 

fasting. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason   (e.g. Spending time in prayer is more 
important.)                                           1 mark 

For a personal response with:              
• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason  (Spending time in prayer is more 

important and fasting may be a distraction from prayer.)             
2 marks   

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

6 (c) 
AO1 The main reasons include:  

 
• The Eucharist is a sacrament and is the key part of the Mass. 
• Catholics are obeying the command to ‘Do this in remembrance of Me.’ 
• The Mass gives Catholics the spiritual energy to live a Christian life. 
• The Mass unites all Catholics with Jesus and each other. 
• Attending Mass on a Sunday is a way of keeping the commandment, to 

keep the Sabbath day holy. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If 
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely 
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

 
 



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (d) 
AO2 Indicative content  

 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Christmas celebrates the incarnation of Jesus and only 
Christians believe in it. 

• It is a time of worship and prayer and only Christians  
should take part. 

• It remembers stories from the Bible and only Christians 
believe those. 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

• Christmas is thinking about and helping others so all can 
celebrate it. 

• It is more of a secular/cultural festival than religious so all 
can celebrate it . 

• It is a time to celebrate the family; all people can do that. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason  
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

7 (a) 
AO1 

 
• making a show of 

your religion (e.g. 
praying in the 
street) 

 
• Doing a religious 

act for public 
recognition  

 
• Showing off 

religion 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

 
• Any example of 

displaying 
religion e.g. 
praying in the 
street , giving to 
charity publically 
and fasting 

 
• Showing off  

 
• Openly showing 

you are religious 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
 
Answers which think that Christians should work to relieve 

suffering are likely to use such reasons as: 
• Jesus helped others.  
• Jesus said it is  through helping those that suffer, 

people are helping Jesus himself 
• The Bible teaches Christians should work to relieve 

suffering 
 
Answers which do not think that Christians should work to 

relieve suffering are likely to use such reasons as: 
• Relieving suffering is the responsibility of 

governments not religions. 
• People should help themselves, not rely on others. 
• God has a purpose for suffering so Christians should 

not interfere. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason     (e.g. Jesus helped others.) 
                                                                    1 mark 

For a personal response with:  
• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason    (e.g. Jesus helped others. They 

can do this by doing such jobs as a doctor) 
For a personal response with:                                 2 marks   

• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

7 (c) 
AO1 

The reasons are likely to include:  
 

• They have a special calling from God 
• It is a way to show their call  
• It is a way of continuing Jesus’ ministry 
• It is way of following Jesus’ example of serving others 
• They may feel they are called to serve the needs of a local 

community/parish. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If 
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely 
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (d) 
AO2 Indicative content  

Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 
• Jesus has reinterpreted the commandments in the 

Sermon on the Mount. 
• The law of the country is enough to act as a guide for 

living for Christians today. 
• The Ten Commandments were given to the people a long 

time ago so are no longer relevant. 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• The commandments were given by God so are still 

important. 
•  The Ten Commandments still help to guide Christians 

with many modern day issues. 
• Following the first four commandments helps Christians 

to show respect for God. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

8 (a) 
AO1 

 
• The vows of 

poverty,chastity 
and obedience 

 
• Poverty, chastity 

and obedience  
 

• The promises 
taken by a 
monk/nun  

 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
points is acceptable. 

(2) 

 
• how a monk/nun 

lives 
 

• Any one/two 
examples of the 
vows. 

 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
point is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content   
 
 
Answers which think rich Christians should give away their money  
are likely to use such reasons as: 

• Jesus taught that you cannot serve God and money. 
• Some people think that money is the root of all evil.  
• Being rich when others are poor is not showing love 

for others. 
 

Answers which think rich Christians should not give away their 
money are likely to use such reasons as: 

• Rich Christians can show their love of others by using their 
money to help others. 

• The problem is not being rich but not letting the money 
distract you from God. 

• If they have worked hard, they have a right to be rich. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason    (e.g. Rich Christians can show their love 
of others by using their money to help others. ) 

                                                                        1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason     (e. Rich Christians can show 

their love of others by using their money to help others by 
supporting the work of Christian Aid.) 

                                                                       2 marks   
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer 
(strands i, ii and iii) 

8 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include:  
• The Golden Rule is an easy teaching to apply to all situations in life.  
• If all people followed the Golden Rule then the world would be a better 

place. 
• It is the teaching of Jesus and it should be followed as He is God’s Son. 
• Jesus said it summed up all the Jewish teachings. 
• Jesus said those who followed the Golden Rule would have eternal life. 
• The Golden Rule can be used by governments when considering moral 

and social issues. 
• It is the basis of situation ethics. 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If 
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have 
some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both 
clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling 
errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of 
skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There 
are likely to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. 
Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of 
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will 
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended 
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or 
spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or 
spelling errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 

  



 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content   
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Vocation is about the whole of life and the family is central to 
daily life. 

• This vocation is open to most people to follow where some are 
not. 

• Family life gives many opportunites to show love of God and 
others. 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• It depends on how God calls you as to what is best. 
• By taking Holy Orders you are acting as a visible witness  to 

others. 
• By showing their vocation through choice of career they 

could help more people. 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two reasons with one developed  
• or a fully developed reason 

6 
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