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Introduction
This is the third year the 5RS04 unit for Edexcel's GCSE Religious Studies has been 
assessed. The specification continues to be a popular course as teachers and schools 
recognise the benefits of an examinable course that both interests and educates young 
people. 

Unit Four is the study of issues affecting all people's lives from the secular and Muslim 
perspectives. It encourages young people to look at issues from both points of view, 
allowing them to formulate their own opinions whilst understanding those of others. It 
engages the interest of young people, addressing many moral and spiritual issues affecting 
young people today and importantly, it fulfils all the requirements for Key Stage 4 statutory 
Religious Education.
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Question 1(a)

This question was generally well answered, with most candidates getting the full 2 marks for 
defining natural evil.

This candidate achieved full marks, giving a 
definition of natural evil. The examples were 
not necessary to get full marks in this answer.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has correctly defined that it is 
evil and suffering which is caused by nature 
and the environment. Many candidates gave 
more detail but this was mostly unnecessary.

Examiner Comments

It is important to learn the glossary 
definitions as this is one way of 
achieving marks in part (a) questions.

Examiner Tip

The candidate has not understood what 
natural evil is so this is an incorrect 
answer and is awarded 0 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1(b)(c)(d)

This question is based on section one of  the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

Part (b) asked candidates to consider whether television or radio programmes or films can 
affect a person's attitude to belief in Allah. Better responses chose examples from the media 
and explained clearly why these either encouraged belief or led people away from Allah. 
At the lower end of the mark range candidates often did not identify any examples and 
wrote too general an answer.

Part (c) asked candidates to explain the ways that Muslims respond to the problem of 
unanswered prayers. Some candidates wrote this was not a problem as Allah always 
answers prayers which was an acceptable answer. The candidates who wrote of the 
different ways which Muslims respond tended to get higher marks than those who gave one 
response, as this was difficult to develop in a comprehensive way without repetition.

Part (d) gave candidates a stimulus statement that 'no-one should be an atheist' and asked 
them to comment on it, giving both sides of the argument. Many candidates did this well, 
using the argument of free will and compulsion within religion.

This is the work of a candidate who understood the questions and applied their knowledge 
and skills, getting them the maximum marks available in parts (b), (c) and (d).
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This candidate used one specific programme and clearly showed how this 
could make someone lose faith or be swayed by the programme's content in 
answer to part (b). They also explained how comedy programmes make fun 
out of religion, leading some people to take religion less seriously, affecting 
belief.

In part (c) the candidate used four brief reasons to get full marks. These 
were: 

sometimes prayers are not answered because they are asking for things which 
are not needed 

sometimes they are not answered because it is not Allah's plan 

sometimes it is part of the test 

sometimes the response is to strengthen belief.

The candidate is clear in their answer so gets the higher of the two marks 
within the level because they meet the Quality of Written Communication 
descriptor in the mark scheme.

The response to part (d) gives a fully developed reason which is a person has 
the right to choose, this is developed by adding only Allah can judge, and 
further developed by Allah will make that judgement in the afterlife. 

In part (d)(ii) 3 marks were awarded for three simple reasons which were: 
Islam is the best guide to life 
The Holy books have evidence 
Religious experiences are evidence 

Examiner Comments

This candidate has knowledge of the content as 
well as the skills to answer the questions clearly. 
They show that one way of answering questions 
clearly is to separate the reasons given.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has the knowledge but lacks exam technique. The part (b) question only has 
one reason although this is developed well. In the part (d) question the candidate cannot go 
beyond 3 marks as they have not made a reference to Islam.
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In part (b) the candidate is awarded 2 marks for one developed reason 
which is it will encourage people to think in a certain way. The candidate 
then develops this by giving two examples. 

In part (c) Level 4 – 8 marks is awarded because the candidate gives two 
developed reasons and the Quality of Written Communication is good so it 
gets the upper of the 2 marks in the level. The two developed reasons are:

Allah may choose to answer in a different way or at a different time eg the 
hereafter.

Allah has a plan which we do not know. 

Three marks were awarded for (d)(i) for giving a fully developed answer 
on the evidence of design. 

For (d)(ii) 0 marks were awarded. Although this is a fully developed 
answer the candidate has not referred to Islam, so cannot go beyond three 
marks for the whole of part (d).

Examiner Comments

It is good practice to write "My first reason is..." 
and then "My second reason is..." as this will 
help candidates understand that they must have 
two separate reasons for part (b) questions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2(a)

This part (a) question asked for a definition of omni-benevolent. Some students confused 
omni-benevolent with omniscient and omnipotent.

This is an example where the answer given is for a different key word.

This candidate knows what the word 
means and gives a clear definition.

Examiner Comments

Find a way to remember the difference between 
omnipotent, omniscient and omni-benevolent.

Examiner Tip

The candidate has not remembered what 
the word means and has tried to guess, 
using the answers to two other key words. 
They were awarded 0 marks as they 
have not identified anything that could be 
credited according to the mark scheme.

Examiner Comments

Sometimes having a guess if a 
candidate doesn't know the key word 
definition can lead to giving a partially 
correct answer worth one mark.

Examiner Tip



12 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS04 01

Question 2(b)(c)(d)

This question is based on section one in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

Part (b) asked candidates to link how religious experiences prove that Allah exists. The 
better candidates used two clearly separate experiences and showed how someone would 
be certain in their belief. Some students did not understand the difference between a 
religious experience (miracle, numinous, conversion etc) and something which happens 
within religion such as going to the Mosque or fasting.

This part (c) question was asking about the design argument and how it links to belief in 
Allah. Many candidates answered this well, clearly making the link to belief at the end. 
Some candidates confused the design and cosmological arguments, writing a mixture of 
both. A number of candidates did not understanding Paley's Watch and wrote that Allah 
designed the watch.

This part (d) question asked for reasons for and against there being a solution to the 
problem of evil and suffering. Many candidates said that belief in Allah is the solution and 
got good marks, although some candidates found it difficult to develop both sides of the 
argument.

This student has used their knowledge and has understood the requirements of the question 
and has gained the maximum marks available in parts (b), (c) and (d).
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In part (b) the candidate has been awarded 4 marks for two developed reasons covering 
numinous and conversion. The second reason is developed because it says what conversion is 
and then says it will make one feel closer to Allah.  

This part (c) response achieves Level 4 – 8 marks for giving three brief reasons with one 
developed and because the Quality of Written Communication is good so it gets the upper of 
the 2 marks in the level. The reasons credited were:

The world is complex

Paley’s watch developed

Every design needs a designer 

Three marks were awarded in part (d)(i) for giving three simple reasons, which were:

Punishment in the next life

Reward in the next life

The fact that the poor learn to be thankful is the solution 

Three simple reasons were also given in (ii) for 3 marks. The reasons given were:

God is not omni benevolent

God is not omnipotent

God would not allow criminals to be unpunished in this life

This is a good example of a student who has answered the (d)(ii) by saying why some people 
would disagree with them, rather than with the quote. Both would be valid approaches.

Examiner Comments

Using paragraphs for longer answers helps 
candidates see the separate points they have made.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate clearly has knowledge but their exam technique is not effective.
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Three marks were awarded in part (b) for one developed and one brief 
reason which were about answered prayer and Hajj.

The candidate has then added a third reason which is incorrect and cannot be 
credited as only two reasons are required for part (b) questions.

Part (c) achieves Level 3 – 6 marks for giving three brief reasons and the 
Quality of Written Communication is good so it gets the upper of the 2 marks 
in the level. The reasons given were:

It is too beautiful

Only Allah is powerful enough

The example of DNA 

(d)(i) 3 marks

Three simple reasons

Life is a test

Prayer

Putting criminals in prison 

(d)(ii) 1 mark

One simple reason

There is no solution to natural disasters

Examiner Comments

One way to answer a part (d) question is to write 
three things. Some candidates find it easier to write 
three simple reasons that think of developed reasons.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3(a)

This question asked for a definition of quality of life. 

Some candidates confused this key word with sanctity of life and others gave examples of a 
good or poor quality of life rather than a definition.

This is an example of a candidate who does not know 
what quality of life means but has tried to answer. 
They have confused quality of life with sanctity of life 
and therefore the candidate does not score any marks.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has learned the glossary definition. 
This key word definition was often paraphrased and 
some candidates did not get full marks when they 
tried to paraphrase as they weren't quite correct

Examiner Comments

Paraphrasing and alternative wording 
can often get full marks but some 
definitions are difficult to word this way.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3(b)(c)(d)

This question is based on section two of the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

This part (b) question asked students to decide whether abortion should be banned. Many 
candidates wrote well thought out answers, weighing up their personal belief with the 
knowledge that sometimes abortion may be necessary.

In part (c) this question asked for the reasons why some people do not believe in life after 
death. Better students answered this well, typically using four separate reasons. Some 
candidates wrote about why some people did not believe in life after death by saying that it 
was because they were not Muslim, and then outlined what Muslims believe which could not 
be credited.

This part (d) question asked whether euthanasia and murder could be considered the 
same thing. The highest marks were given to candidates who addressed the question well, 
comparing the two. Some candidates wrote the pros and cons of euthanasia without really 
addressing the issue of murder.

This candidate has not fully answered the questions asked, although they have written a lot.
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In part (b) they achieve 4 marks as they gave two developed reasons which 
were the baby may be deformed and the mother may have been raped.

This is a good way of answering part (b) questions as the candidate has given 
two reasons with examples. 

In part (c) Level 1 – 2 marks was achieved for one brief reason. The Quality 
of Written Communication is good so it gets the upper of the 2 marks in the 
level. The reason given was that they have never seen anybody come back. The 
rest of the answer does not add anything further so does not pick up any more 
marks. 

In part (d)(i) the candidate has given two reasons, for 2 marks. The reasons 
were that it is not a natural death and that only Allah has the right to take life.

Part (d)(ii) also gets 2 marks as the candidate has written that if in pain the 
machine should be turned off, and that people have free will.

Neither answer to part (d) fully addresses the question of whether euthanasia 
and murder are the same, and the candidate appears to be talking more about 
suicide.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should remember to go back to the question 
for each point they make as this ensures they are 
answering the question rather than going off on a tangent.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has used knowledge and exam technique to get full marks on parts (b), (c) 
and (d).
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In part (b) they achieve 4 marks for two developed reasons which 
were about sanctity of life and disabled children have the same rights. 

In part (c) Level 4 – 8 marks was awarded for four reasons. 
The Quality of Written Communication is good so it gets the upper of 
the 2 marks in the level. The reasons were:

There is no evidence.

The body is decayed.

It is just superstition.

It is made up to make people feel better about death. 

In both (d)(i) and (ii) the candidate gives one fully developed reason 
for 3 marks. In (i) the reason was that it is murder and in (ii) the 
reason was about it is a person’s choice.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should always give their opinion in part (b) and 
(d) questions. This candidate has done that well, but some 
candidates wrote "Muslims believe..." rather than "I believe...", 
they must give a personal response to get the marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4(a)

This part (a) question asked for a definition of al'Jannah. Most candidates achieved full 
marks for this question.

This is fully correct. The candidate 
gives a good definition of the word.

Examiner Comments

The student uses different wording to 
the glossary but is fully correct. This is 
a full, clear answer and gets 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4(b)(c)(d)

This question is based on section two of the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

In part (b) this question asks whether people should have the right to die. It was expected 
that the candidates would answer this in relation to euthanasia, although some candidates 
talked about the world being overpopulated as people would choose to stay alive. This was 
an unexpected alternative response but credited.

This part (c) question asked candidates to link a Muslim life with their beliefs in the 
hereafter. The better candidates made clear links with what a Muslim does leading to reward 
or punishment. Some candidates described what Muslims believe about life after death but 
did not link it to how they live their lives.

This part (d) question asked candidates to decide whether there was ever a need for 
abortion.

This candidate has a lot of knowledge but possibly their exam technique needs to be 
improved to get full marks.
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In part (b) the response is awarded 2 marks for giving two brief 
reasons which were:

Life is a gift from Allah

Only Allah has the right to take life

The candidate has written other brief reasons but none are 
developed so cannot gain them any further marks.

In part (c) this is awarded Level 4 – 8 marks for a comprehensive 
explanation based on judgement. The Quality of Written 
Communication is good so it gets the upper of the 2 marks in the 
level.

In part (d)(i) three simple reasons were given for 3 marks. The 
reasons were:

A mother’s life is at risk

Rape

To reduce harm

Two marks were awarded for two simple reasons in (ii). These 
were that there would be more abortions and it is a gift from Allah

Examiner Comments

Part (b) questions required two developed reasons 
to get full marks. This example shows that with 
some rewriting, this answer could have got 4 marks 
but the candidate has written it as lots of brief 
reasons rather than linking reasons by development.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has answered each of parts (b), (c) and (d) fully, getting almost all the 
marks available.
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In part (b) 4 marks were awarded for two developed reasons which were about Allah 
is in control of life and death and life is a test. 

In part (c) Level 4 – 8 marks was awarded for a fully comprehensive reason. The 
Quality of Written Communication is good so it gets the upper of the 2 marks in the 
level. The fully comprehensive reason covered it is the meaning and purpose of life. 

Three marks were awarded for three simple reasons in part (d)(i). The reasons were  
that a baby has a right to life, a baby is a gift from Allah and it is Allah’s plan .

In part (d)(ii) 2 marks were awarded for two simple reasons which were it is the 
woman’s choice and it may be for medical reasons.

Examiner Comments

One way to develop a reason is to give 
a reason and then give an example.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5(a)

This question asked candidates for a definition of homosexuality. Most candidates answered 
this correctly, although many terms were used to define the topic and credit was given. 
Alternative answers were acceptable and the candidates did not have to say it is a sexual 
relationship.

This candidate has given a full 
answer and gets 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Most candidates knew what 
homosexuality means and this candidate 
got full marks for a correct definition.

Examiner Comments

Candidates do not need to write much 
to get full marks on part (a) questions 
as long as they are accurate.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5(b)(c)(d)

This question is based on section three of the specification. Each of the sub-questions 
covers a different bullet point within the specification.

The part (b) question asked whether contraception should be accepted by all Muslims. The 
better responses made reference to Muhammad not banning it and that it allows people to 
limit family size. Candidates who answered negatively used the argument that it is up to 
Allah but they tended to find it harder to obtain 4 marks.

This part (c) question asked why some Muslims accept divorce. The better responses used a 
variety of reasons, to gain full marks. Some candidates tended to concentrate on problems 
within the relationship and were often repetitive.

The part (d) question asked whether marriage is the best way to begin family life. 
Candidates often compared the Muslim beliefs with the more secular acceptance of 
cohabitation.

There were some examples of rubric offences seen in this section, where students answered 
5(b) and (c) and then 6(d). Candidates are required to answer all parts of one question and 
if they do not do this then they will not be able to access full marks.

This candidate has gained most of the marks available by using their knowledge and good 
exam technique.
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In part (b) 4 marks were awarded for two developed reasons. These 
were that children are the purpose of marriage but some people are 
too young or old and that sex is also a purpose of marriage and should 
not have to result in a child. 

In part (c) Level 4 – 8 marks was achieved for two developed reasons. 
The Quality of Written Communication is good so it gets the upper of 
the 2 marks in the level. The developed reasons were it is allowed in 
the Qur’an and it might be the best thing in a given situation. 

Three marks were awarded in part (d)(i) for three simple 
reasons. These reasons were:

It is a way of sharing love and companionship

Marriage is the halal way to start a family

An unmarried couple may split up 

In (d)(ii) 1 mark was awarded for the reason that after marriage people 
have a lot of responsibilities. 

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be encouraged to read 
through their work after they have completed 
it to check that they have written what they 
intended to write and that they cannot add 
anything else to their answers.

Examiner Tip



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS04 01 35

This candidate has not developed their answers and therefore does not give themselves the 
chance to score full marks.
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In part (b) the candidate achieves 2 marks for giving two brief reasons 
which were it is permissible and it is allowed as long as it is not for 
financial reasons. 

Level 3 – 6 marks was given in part (c) for two reasons with one 
developed (and because the Quality of Written Communication is good 
so it gets the upper of the 2 marks in the level). The reasons given were 
that the Qur’an allows divorce and marriage is a contract. 

In (d)(i) 3 marks were awarded for three simple reasons, these were:

It provides stability.

It is the purpose of marriage.

It sets a good example. 

In part (d)(ii) 0 marks were awarded because the candidate has not 
referred to Islam so cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of part (d).

Examiner Comments

Candidates must refer to Islam in part (d) questions 
to get more than 3 marks for the whole of part (d).

Examiner Tip
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Question 6(a)

This part (a) question asked candidates for a definition of a reconstituted family. Most 
candidates understood what this meant and achieved full marks.

This is alternative wording but the meaning 
is clear so it is awarded full marks.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has paraphrased the glossary definition 
and it could be read that the children are marrying 
each other. However, this candidate achieved full 
marks as it is clear that they know what it means.

Examiner Comments

Paraphrasing can mean that the meaning 
is less clear. In this case, the candidate 
was given the marks but remembering the 
glossary definitions avoid this possibility.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6(b)(c)(d)

This question is based on section three of the specification. Each of the sub-questions 
covers a different bullet point within the specification.

This part (b) question asked whether having children is the main purpose of marriage. 
Candidates who answered positively obtained full marks more often than those who 
answered negatively as they tended to write lots of other reasons for getting married 
without developing them.

This part (c) question asked how mosques can help keep families together and was 
answered well by many candidates who linked what happens in a mosque with family life.

In part (d) this question asked whether homosexual relationships should be acceptable to all 
people. Most candidates compared the teachings of Islam with the acceptability in society.

The student has lots of knowledge and ideas but these are not well organised in the part (b) 
and (c) answers.
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In part (b) 2 marks were awarded for two brief reasons. These were:

Marriage is for companionship

Marriage is to avoid sinning

The candidate also gives other reasons but only two are asked for in the 
question and as none of these were developed reasons they couldn't add any 
further marks. 

In part (c) Level 2 – 4 marks was awarded because the candidate gave two 
brief reasons (and the Quality of Written Communication is good so it gets 
the upper of the 2 marks in the level). The reasons were that they provide 
education and that they organise family events

However, the candidates has not clearly shown how these help to keep families 
together.  

Three marks were awarded for the three simple reasons given in part (d)(i). 
The reasons were that it causes harm, sex is for procreation and the people of 
Lut.

Three simple reasons were also given in (ii) again gaining 3 marks. The reasons 
given were society is more diverse, everyone has the right and it is genetic.

Examiner Comments

Pat (c) answers need to refer back to the 
question to get the range of marks on offer.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate has understood the questions but has not answered fully on parts (b) or (d).
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Two marks were awarded for this response to part (b) as the candidate 
gave one developed reason which was that children are the heart of 
marriage. 

In part (c) Level 4 – 8 marks was awarded for four brief reasons. The 
Quality of Written Communication is good so it gets the upper of the 2 
marks in the level. The four reasons given were:

They help with financial difficulties

They are a place for fathers and sons to pray together

They organise family events

They provide counselling 

In (d)(i) 2 marks were awarded for two simple reasons which were 
homosexuals cannot have children and homosexuality is a sin. 

In (d)(ii) 1 mark was awarded for one simple reason which was that the 
modern world allows homosexuality.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7(a)

This part (a) question asked for a definition of community cohesion. Some candidates used 
alternative wording and gave the definition of a multi-faith society or multi-ethnic society 
which could not gain full marks.

In this question, those candidates who gave the glossary definition got full marks whereas 
many who paraphrased did not get quite the correct answer and therefore couldn't be 
awarded the full 2 marks.

In order to get both marks, the candidates needed to have the idea that it was different 
groups in a society living with a common vision or harmoniously.

This candidate has given a correct answer.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has identified two groups living 
in a society but has not addressed the idea of 
a common vision so only achieved 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Learn the glossary definitions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7(b)(c)(d)

This question is based on section four of the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

The part (b) question asked students whether they think living in a multi-ethnic society 
helps to reduce racism. Some candidates confused multi-ethnic with multi-faith and 
therefore couldn't score any marks. Most candidates answered positively and wrote about 
friendships, tolerance and society being more interesting therefore reducing racism. Some 
candidates wrote about their personal experiences both positively and negatively. A number 
of candidates said that they could see both sides and this was credited.

Part (c) asked why some Muslims allow women to have equal rights within religion. The 
better candidates addressed the question well and wrote full answers, using examples from 
Muhammad's life. Some candidates did not address the question and wrote about the rights 
of women to work.

This part (d) question asked whether inter-faith marriage should be accepted by all people. 
Some candidates got themselves confused by writing yes for men but no for women on 
one side and then not knowing what the other side would be, limiting their marks. Many 
candidates thought that inter-faith marriage should be acceptable as the husband or wife 
can be converted to Islam.

This candidate has written a lot for this question but has not really addressed what is being 
asked and there is a lot of repetition.
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In part (b) 2 marks were awarded for one developed reason which was that 
it helps a community unite as you learn about other cultures and traditions. 
The candidate has written a lot but there are not two clearly separate 
reasons so they cannot be awarded any further marks.

In part (c) Level 2 – 4 marks was awarded for two brief reasons and 
because the Quality of Written Communication is good it gets the upper of 
the 2 marks in the level.  The two reasons were that:

Men and women are equal in Allah’s sight

Men and women come from a single soul

The candidate has written a lot about the rights of women in general but not 
addressed the question. 

One mark was awarded for one simple reason given in answer to (d)(i). The 
reason credited was that no-one should be forced to believe anything. 

In part (d)(ii) 1 mark was given for one simple reason which was that it is 
more common now.

Examiner Comments

Ideally each sentence should say something worthy 
of a mark. Some candidates use a lot of time writing 
answers which are not relevant or are repetition.

Examiner Tip
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This is a candidate who makes a series of statements in part (b) rather than reasons why 
a multi-ethnic society can reduce racism. The same information, written in a different way, 
could have got more marks.
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In part (b) 1 mark is given for one brief reason which was about tolerance. 
The rest of the answer does not address the question. 

Part (c) was awarded Level 4 – 8 marks for three reasons with one 
developed. The Quality of Written Communication is good so it gets the 
upper of the 2 marks in the level. The reasons credited were:

The Qur’an says men and women are equal (this is then developed).

The teaching of Aisha

Men and women are created from a single soul 

In part (d)(i) 3 marks were awarded for three simple reasons which were 
conflict of superiority, conflict between families, confusion of children. 

Three marks were also awarded for (ii) as the candidate gave three simple 
reasons. These were about conversion, it being more common in society and 
Allah only counts happiness.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be aware of the 
difference between giving a reason for 
something and making a statement.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8(a)

Part (a) of this question asked what prejudice means. Candidates mostly gave a correct 
definition, those who did not either gave examples or confused it with the key word 
discrimination.

This mark scheme requires two things in the definition - the feeling of superiority and the 
fact that it is without knowing them to get 2 marks.

This candidate has given the 
correct definition getting 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

This candidate is partially correct but they have 
not answered fully so cannot achieve full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8(b)(c)(d)

This question is based on section four of the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

Part (b) of this question asks the candidate whether they think attitudes to the roles of men 
and women have changed in the UK. Better candidates picked two changes and developed 
them. Some candidates tended to list a lot of changes without making any links, or used 
one, limiting their marks.

This part (c) question asked candidates to look at how an issue from community cohesion 
has been presented in one form of the media. This was not answered well by many 
candidates who did not identify one issue, one form of the media or who wrote answers 
based on other topics from the specification, such as homosexuality. Better candidates 
chose one issue, such as racism, and one form of the media, such as television and 
analysed how racism was presented in programmes such as Make Bradford British.

This part (d) question asked whether multi-faith societies cause problems for religious 
families. Candidates wrote about inter-faith marriage, the need for understanding and 
tolerance, and conversion. However, some candidates did not refer to anything specifically 
Islamic and so could not go beyond 3 marks for the whole of part (d).

This candidate has not answered the part (b), (c) and (d) questions fully and has therefore 
cannot achieve full marks.
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Part (b) achieved 2 marks for giving one developed reason which was about 
equality of jobs. However there is a lot of repetition in this answer. 

Part (c) was awarded Level 1 – 2 marks as the candidate only gave a 
description of the issue. They have not written how the issue was presented 
or why this was a problem for Muslims. However, the Quality of Written 
Communication is good so it gets the upper of the 2 marks in the level.

Two marks were awarded for a developed reason given in (d)(i). The reason 
given was that it can lead to bullying, harassment and fear.

In part (d)(ii) 3 marks were awarded for three simple reasons which were 
tolerance, learning about other religions and opportunity to spread dawah.

Examiner Comments

Exam timing is important. Many good 
candidates do not finish section 4 and 
so cannot access these marks.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has timed the exam well and has enough time to answer these questions 
well. However they did not refer to Islam in the part (d) question so cannot go beyond 3 
marks for the whole of part (d).
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Four marks were awarded in part (b) for two developed reasons 
which were about equality of jobs and being allowed to vote.

In part (c) Level 4 – 8 marks was achieved as the candidate gave 
a comprehensive explanation of how an Indian family have become 
part of the community in Eastenders. The Quality of Written 
Communication is good so it gets the upper of the 2 marks in the 
level. 

In part (d)(i) 2 marks were awarded for two simple reasons which 
were that everyone is equal and that religious people can perform 
rituals freely. 

In (d)(ii) 1 mark was awarded. Although the candidate has given 
two simple reasons they have not referred to Islam so cannot get 
more than 3 marks for the whole of part (d).

Examiner Comments

Make sure candidates can identify an issue when 
teaching the media bullet point of the specification. Many 
candidates wrote about Bend It Like Beckham but did 
not identify any issue and therefore got 0 marks. If they 
had written about multi-faith societies in relation to Bend 
It Like Beckham then they would have been credited.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Candidates produced some very interesting answers to the questions posed.  Candidates 
not only have studied the topics but more importantly have linked their answers to their 
everyday life experiences and the society around them.

Teachers and candidates should note the following points:

• There is a choice of two questions per section, each as four sub-questions. Candidates 
can either attempt the sub-questions in the top questions (odd numbers) or the sub-
questions in the bottom question (even numbers). Candidates who choose questions 
form a mixture of the top and bottom questions are not able to access all the marks 
available for that section.

• The number of lines given on the paper is more than adequate for candidates to achieve 
maximum marks. Any candidate who needs extra space can use that space allocated 
to other questions as long as they clearly indicate on their paper this is what they have 
done.

• There were a number of candidates who did not complete the final section this year due 
to timing difficulties. Candidates should be encouraged to spend about twenty minutes 
per question leaving ten minutes to check through work at the end of the paper. 

• On way to get maximum marks on the part (a) questions is by learning the Edexcel 
glossary definitions and this is a constant feature throughout the paper. 

• Only the candidate’s point of view is credited in part (b) questions. The question doesn’t 
ask for other people’s views. One way to gain full marks is for candidates to concentrate 
on stating their opinion and writing two separate reasons for it, each in a distinct 
paragraph and to develop each of the reasons with an example or a quote.

• Candidates can gain the higher mark within the level by writing coherently and therefore 
meeting the Quality of Written Communication descriptor in the mark scheme. 

• Part (c) questions test AO1 and so will either ask for candidates to ‘Explain why’ or to 
‘Explain how’, looking at past mark schemes can help see the different type of answers 
required for these.

• Many of the part (d) questions ask candidates to state their own view and reasons for it 
in the (d)(i) part and state reasons why someone might hold a different view in the (d)
(ii).  At least one of the reasons given in either (d)(i) or (d)(ii) must be explicitly Islamic 
to go beyond 3 marks. 

• From Summer 2013 there will be extra marks added for spelling punctuation and 
grammar. There will be 4 marks added to section one ‘Believing in Allah’. Information on 
this has been sent to all centres. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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