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Introduction

This is the second year the new specification for Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies has been 
assessed. It is, however, the first year that it has been the only Edexcel GCSE specification 
and numbers have greatly increased from last year. 

This specification introduced a few new topics and the weighting of the assessment 
objectives has changed from the legacy specification. This specification continues to be a 
very popular course as teachers and schools recognise the benefits of an examinable course 
that both interests and educates young people. 

Unit 11 covers the faith aspects of Islam. This unit continues to be popular with both state 
schools and madrassahs.

In this examination the candidates have achieved a wide range of performance levels as 
would be expected from an examination with mainly whole cohort entry. 
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 Question 1 (a) 

 

 Candidates who clearly understood that Ibadah was more than just prayer or one of the 
other Five Pillars and used a different wording to the glossary defi nition were able to get full 
marks. Just writing 'worship' was not suffi cient. 

    In Q1(a) many candidates only gained 1 mark because they did not link worship with Allah. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 This is an example of the easiest way for a 
candidate to gain full marks as it is the glossary 
defi nition. 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Always encourage candidates to learn the defi nition 
from the glossary on page 125 of the specifi cation 

Examiner Tip
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Partially correct answer. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 There needs to be a link between worship and Allah. 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Encourage candidates to learn the glossary defi niton. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b, c, d)

Those candidates who attempted Q2 answered well. Most had a clear understanding of the 
importance of Risalah and many also understood the meaning of al-Qadar

Candidates who lost marks on this question did so because they did not know the meaning 
of al-Qadr.
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 (b) 1 brief reason - 'because Allah created them to watch over 
and guide humans' and 1 developed reason - 'different jobs' with 
examples 
 (c) 2 reasons and 1 developed reason. The candidate has written 
more than is necessary  
  (d)(i) personal opinion with 2 reasons one of which is developed 
 (d)(ii) 1 fully developed reason 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Get candidates to write a 
basic reason and then add a 
development especially for 
(b) items. 

Examiner Tip
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 Question 2 (a) 

 

 For this question many candidates clearly did not know the meaning of the term khalifah. 

    Any wording of the glossary defi nition is acceptable so 'looking after the world' for Allah as 
an explanantion of khalifah would be fi ne 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Although the spelling is not good this is a clear defi nition of khalifah 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Think of ways of making unusual words accessible for candidates 

Examiner Tip
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 Partially correct answer. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 This candidate clearly understands the idea of 
being a steward but has not linked the role with 
being a steward for Allah. 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 It is important that candidates  realise that just 
because they know what they mean, eg 'protecting 
the earth for Allah', they must not assume that the 
examiner also knows. So they must write a full answer. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b,c,d)

This was the most popular question in the section although many candidates lost marks 
in (c) because they did not link the revelation of the Qur'an to Muhammad. Also many 
candidates repeated the same argument in (d) which did not move their reason from a 
simple reason to a developed one.

This answer is just not sufficient to get full marks on any section.
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 (b) 1 fully developed reason. Can only gain 2 
marks as the question asks for 2 reasons 
 (c)2 reasons which could have been developed 
further 
 (d)(i)Personal opinion with just one simple 
reason 
 (d)(ii) One simple reason against 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Remind candidates to think about how 
many marks are available eg (b) items 
are worth 4 marks and ask for 2 reasons. 
However much they write about one 
reason,  they can only get 2 marks 

Examiner Tip
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Candidates must remember that in the (b) items they are not being asked for reasons on 
both sides of the argument. If they start their answer with 'I think' then there must be 2 
reasons to support their viewpoint.
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(b) 1 developed reason. The second part 
of the answer is giving the alternative 
viewpoint.
(c)2 reasons, brief but adequate
(d)(i) 1 developed reason, a little muddled 
but understandable
(d)(ii) 1 reason suggesting that doing good 
just for a reward is wrong.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

In (b) questions there must 
be 2 reasons supporting the 
opinion unless the candidate 
says 'I am not sure'.

Examiner Tip
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     Question 3 (a) 

 

 In this section both question (a) were answered equally well. In Q3(a) many candidates lost 
marks by referring simply to the actions or deeds of the Prophet rather than the sayings. 

    Clear defi nition from glossary 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 The candidate has learnt the defi nition and gained full marks. 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Candidates need to differentiate between 
key words that have similar meanings 

Examiner Tip
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 Partially correct 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 This has been credited with 1 mark as it does 
use the word 'sayings' which is the important 
part of the hadith. The incorrect information, ie 
the prophets, has been ignored. 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Candidates must know the difference 
between hadith and sunnah 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b,c,d)

Candidates who attempted this question answered (b) and (c) well and were able to identify 
four features in a mosque and give a reason for them. Very few simply described the 
features. In the (d) question there was some confusion about what was meant by the word 
'respect'.

This is an example of a candidate who writes very little but just manages to fulfill the 
assessment criteria on each item.
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 (b) 2 straightforward reasons with no development 
 (c) This is very brief but to the point. 
 (d)(i) 1 developed reason 
 (d)(ii) 1 developed reason 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

Encourage candidates to link each description with a reason.

Examiner Tip
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This is a full mark answer. This candidate is able to give sufficient information for full marks 
in the space provided. Many candidates include unecessary information.
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 (b) 2 developed reasons  
(c) 4 features with reasons  
(d)(i) needs a bit of unpicking but careful 
reading shows 3 reasons to support a 
personal opinion 
 (d)(ii) 2 reasons, one of which is developed 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Candidates need to learn the difference between 
giving a reason for their opinion and simply 
rewriting the question in their own words. 

Examiner Tip
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 Question 4 (a) 

 

 Q4(a) was answered simply and well by the majority of candidates. 'World wide community 
of Muslims' was suffi cient for 2 marks. 

    Some responses lost a mark with an example like this because there was no concept of the 
ummah being more than the local community. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Partially correct 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Encourage candidates to look at the glossary defi nition. 

Examiner Tip
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 Full marks 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 Clearly a 2 mark answer 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 4 (b,c,d)

A well answered question although a few candidates misunderstood Shari'ah  and wrote 
about Shi'ia . There were some excellent responses to (d) which included quotations 
from the hadith. Whilst these are not essential they enabled candidates to develop their 
argument.

This is an example of a full mark answer but the candidate has written more than is 
necessary. In (b) there are 3 developed reasons but only 2 can be credited.
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 (b) 2 well developed reasons - the third reason 
can not be credited 
 (c) 4 clear reasons and although there is a 
spelling mistake this does not detract from 
meaning. 
 (d)3 reasons to support a personal opinion. 
There is an excess of examples 
 (d)(ii)1 developed reason and 1 simple reason. 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Some of this answer is interesting 
but unnecessary and does not gain 
the candidate any extra marks. 
However, too much time spent on 
this question might cause them 
to be short of time and unable to 
complete section 4 of the paper. 

Examiner Tip
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This is an excellent example of a full mark answer.
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 (b) 2 clear developed reasons 
 (c) This is a mixture of brief reasons and 
developed reasons 
 (d)(i) excellent reasons to support a personal 
opinion 
 (d)(ii)1 fully developed reason 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 5 (a) 

 

 Many candidates lost marks by simply writing the word 'prayer' which was only partially 
correct. It is important that candidates understand that salah is more than a quick word in 
passing to Allah and is something that demands committment through the day. 

    2 marks for this answer which is a rewording of the glossary defi nition 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 2 marks because there is the idea of 
committment - fi ve times a day 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Encourage candidates to look at glossary 
defi nitions and pick out the important ideas. 

Examiner Tip
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 Partially correct answer because it does not defi ne exactly what salah is. This could be a 
brief defi nition of ibadah 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 1 mark. This would have received 0 marks 
if there had been no mention of Allah 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Learn the glossary defi ntion 

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b,c,d)

Most candidates answered this question really well. In the (c) item candidates demonstrated 
excellent knowledge of sawm and the best answers linked the importance of fasting during 
Ramadan with the revelation of the Qur'an. Some candidates struggled with the (d) question 
and tended to repeat themselves giving the same argument for both sides.

The examples chosen here are to give an idea of where some candidates were unable to 
receive full marks.

This example shows a weak response which manages to gain marks by giving brief reasons. 
In (b) the first basic reason is attached to the second reason which is then developed in the 
last sentence.
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 (b) 1 basic and 1 developed reason   
(c) 2 reasons  
(d)(i) 1 very simple reason with a personal 
opinion  
(d)(ii) no response given 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Candidates need to practice developing a basic reason. 

Examiner Tip
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This candidate is clearly struggling with answering the question but is able to give some 
very basic answers. The information is understandable despite the poor English. 'sprite' was 
interpreted as 'spirit'
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  (b) 1 developed reason  
(c) 1 reason  
(d)(i) point of view supported with one simple 
reason that is not well expressed.  
(d)(ii) does not answer the question 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Candidates should practice giving alternative views for 
the (d)(ii) sections of the paper. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a) 

 

 This question caused confusion for many candidates who had not learnt the difference 
between Id ul-Fitr and Id ul-Adha. Some candidates gave answers that gave far more detail 
than was required for an (a) item. Answers which simply said 'sacrifi cing an animal' were 
only credited 1 mark as no link was made to hajj. 

    Straightforward glossary defi nition 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Full marks 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Another of those key words which need to be 
carefully differentiated from a similar word. 

Examiner Tip
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Another good answer although different to the glossary defi nition. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 2 marks for a clear defi nition 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Sometimes candidates remember 
defi nitions of key words because of 
links to other learning. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b,c,d)

The (c) part of this question was not well done by many candidates as they did not read 
the question carefully and gave very general answers about hajj. The specification divides 
hajj into separate areas and therefore questions will be asked on Makkah, Mina and Arafat 
individually. Note that there is no bullet point in the specification that deals with hajj as a 
total event.

Candidates must always give a personal opinion in both (b) and (d)(i) in order to get marks. 
No personal opinion in (b) will mean the reasons will not be credited however good they are.
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 (b) 1 developed reason and 1 basic 
reason with the personal opinion 
coming part way through 
 (c) A developed reason at the beginning 
on tawaf. The information on Mina and 
Arafat can not be credited. 
 (d)(i) 2 developed reasons 
 (d)(ii) 3 reasons 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Candidates should always start (b) 
answers with 'I think' or 'I do not think' 
then the personal opinion is present. 

Examiner Tip
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In this answer the (c) response is very brief but does contain 3 reasons on why events in 
Makkah are important
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 (b) 1 developed reason -the last 
statement is an alternative view which 
is not credited 
 (c) 3 very brief reasons 
 (d)(i) 2 reasons 
 (d)(ii) 1 developed reason 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Encourage candidates to write clearly. 

Examiner Tip
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   Question 7 (a) 

 

 Not all candidates who answered this question gained full marks. There was confusion 
between the two jihads. 

    Clear defi nition. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Glossary defi nition so full marks 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Practise quick fi re questions with candidates on key 
words so that they are used to short correct answers 

Examiner Tip
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 1 mark was given to partially correct answers such as this which used evil in a general way 
and could be interpreted as personal as opposed to national. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 given 1 mark as partially correct with the 
concept of evil 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Candidates do need to show that they know what the 
key word means. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (b,c,d)

This question was not well answered. Many candidates found it difficult to give four 
ways how living in western society might affect a Muslim and in an attempt to develop their 
arguments they tended to be repetetive. Very few candidates really showed understanding 
of riba

In this answer the list of haram things is clearly linked to the way they would affect a 
Muslims life so go beyond pure description and can be credited as a developed reason.
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 (b) 1 good developed reason  
(c) 1 developed reason and 1 basic reason  
(d)(i) on fi rst reading it looks as though there 
is no personal statement as the 'I' above the 
crossed out word is not very clear. If this had 
not been changed the candidate would not have 
been credited for (d)(i)  
(d)(ii) 1 reason against 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Candidates should always start (d)(i) with 'I agree' or 'I 
disagree' then there is no doubt that it is a personal opinion. 

Examiner Tip
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In this (c) answer the candidate has used 4 examples to show the difficulties that a Muslim 
might face. These make this a fully developed answer.

In (d)(ii) the answer is vague and only gets marks because the candidate has indicated in 
(d)(i) that they know what riba is.
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 (b) personal opinion with 2 basic 
reasons  
(c) 1 comprehensive explanation 
using 4 examples 
 (d)(i) 1 developed reason
  (d)(ii) 1 developed reason 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 The best answers are those which 
show a clear knowledge of the topic. 

Examiner Tip
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 Question 8 (a) 

 

 Generally this question was answered well but as hijab is a specifi cally Muslim concept there 
had to be some link with Islam for full marks. 

    Full mark answer. Modest dress worn by Muslim women would also have been credited. 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 Correct defi nition 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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    Partially correct 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Only 1 mark as there is no reference to Islam 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Use the mark scheme to make sure 
candidates understand the difference 
between a 1 mark and a 2 mark answer. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (b,c,d)

This question was very poorly answered. Some candidates clearly ran out of time. Other 
candidates did not understand that community cohesion is about the wider community not 
the ummah. Also in (b) many candidates spent time describing haram meat without any link 
to the reasons either for or against eating it.

In (b) the second reason given only repeats the last part of the first reason so can not be 
credited

In (d)(ii) there is an assumption that spending money on a celebration after the funeral 
could mean sharing food with the poor.
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 (b) opinion with 1 developed reason  
(c) no response  
(d)(i) personal opinion with 1 reason  
(d)(ii) credited on the basis of what 
happens after burial 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Candidates need to learn 3 reasons for and against 
topics in order to answer the (d) questions 

Examiner Tip
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In (c) the answer really begins at..'Muslims should treat all society well'.
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 (b) 1 developed and 1 basic reason 
 (c) 4 good reasons 
 (d)(i) 3 reasons to support a 
personal opinion 
 (d)(ii) 2 developed reasons 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 Candidates need to know some of the 
principles behind halal and haram in order to 
answer the questions and not describe. 

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
The paper was answered well. 

Some candidates had difficulties with the (b) and (d) items as they were unable to use the 
knowledge they had, to give reasons for their opinion.

The mark scheme is available for all centres and is a useful tool to help candidates prepare 
for the examination as it clearly shows how marks are awarded.

Teachers and candidates should note these general points in order to improve candidates' 
achievement in future years:

There is a choice of two questions per section, each of these has four sub questions, 
candidates can either attempt the sub-questions in the top question (odd numbers) or the 
sub-questions in the bottom question (even numbered). Candidates who choose questions 
form a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all their questions 
and as such are at a clear disadvantage.

Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by crossing in a square 
at the top of the paper, some candidates did not do this. They should be reminded to do this 
as part of examination preparation.

The amount of lines given is more than adequate for candidates to achieve maximum 
marks; there is no need for candidates to write more than this.  If candidates write more 
than can be inserted into the allocated linage, they are likely to be using up too much time 
on that particular question. Almost all the candidates who used extra paper had already 
achieved maximum marks for that item. Any candidate who needs extra space can use the 
space allocated to other parts of the question as long as they clearly indicate on their paper 
that this is what they have done.

A number of candidates did not complete the final section this year due to timing difficulties. 
Candidates should be encouraged to spend about twenty minutes per question leaving about 
ten minutes to check through their work at the end of the paper.

(a) questions ask for either a definition or example. Learn glossary definitions to gain full 
marks

(b) questions only need one opinion backed by two reasons but a clear personal opinion 
must be stated.

(c) questions are Explain why... or Explain how... questions, and are testing AO1. 
Candidates must use their knowledge not to describe but to show understanding.

(d) questions are divided into two parts: (d)(i) needs the candidate’s opinion backed by 
reasons and (d)(ii) needs an alternative opinion backed by reasons. One of the reasons used 
in the whole of (d) must be religious.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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