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Introduction
This is the second year the new specification Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies has been 
assessed and numbers have greatly increased from last year. 

This specification introduced a few new topics and the weighting of the assessment 
objectives has changed from the legacy specification. The GCSE Religious Studies 
specification continues to be a very popular course as teachers and schools recognise 
the benefits of an examinable course that both interests and educates young people. The 
variety of choice within this new specification allows teachers to teach the course that most 
suits their students. 

Unit 4 covers Religion and Life from a Muslim perspective. This unit continues to be a 
popular unit for many schools who have a number of Muslim candidates, as well as schools 
who are interested in studying a faith other than Christianity. Many candidates sit this 
unit as a short course because it engages the interest of young people, it addresses many 
moral and spiritual issues affecting young people today and importantly it fulfils all the 
requirements for Key Stage 4 statutory Religious Education. 
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Question 1 (a)

This question asked for a definition of a key word.

The majority of students got full marks for this question. Some students confused the key 
words.

This is an incorrect response as it is 
the answer to a different key word.

Examiner Comments

Part (a) questions ask for either a 
definition or examples.
Learn glossary definitions to gain 
full marks.

Examiner Tip

This is a fully correct answer.

Examiner Comments

Learn the key word definitions. 
This student has written more 
than is necessary.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b) (c) (d)

Part (b) was a question about the scientific explanation of the creation of the world. This 
has led to answers which used either scientific theories or religious ones about the creation 
of the world.

Part (c) was a question about the problem of evil. This was attempted well by candidates of 
all abilities.

Part (d) required candidates to evaluate a statement about whether miracle is possible 
today. Most candidates responded well to the new layout of part (d) question and were able 
to state their own opinion and give reasons for it in part d(i).
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(b) There are two clearly 
developed reasons here.
(c) This is a comprehensive and 
coherent answer to the question 
and gets full marks.
(d) This is a fully developed 
answer.

Examiner Comments

On part (b) questions, remind students to 
re-address the original question when they 
give their second reason. Some students got 
2 marks for developing the belief that Allah 
created the world as it is clearly written in 
the Qur'an. However, they then lost the last 
2 marks for saying why they believed the 
Qur'an was the word of Allah rather than 
going back to the original question.

Examiner Tip
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(b) This has one developed response 
which is the Big Bang and a different 
developed response based on Paley's 
watch.
(c) The student gets level 1 for saying 
"Why is Allah not doing anything to stop 
it. The student argues the alternative 
view.
(d) One simple reason, the Qur'an. 
Another simple reason, we as humans 
cannot know. A simple reason that some 
people do not believe in the Qur'an.

Examiner Comments
Students should be reminded that 
unless they are asked for it, they 
don't need to give the alternative 
view. Some students on part(c) 
question gave the Muslim 
response to evil and suffering 
which did not give them marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)

This question asked for a definition of a key word.

Question 2(a) on this paper was a glossary definition question. This question was very well 
answered by candidates; most candidates who attempted it got full marks. 

This is a fully correct answer.

Examiner Comments

Learn the glossary definitions. Some 
students paraphrase and do not get it 
quite right, such as agnosticism meaning 
that you are not sure what religion to 
believe in, or whether religion is right.

Examiner Tip

This is a correct answer and candidates 
are not penalised for spelling.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (c) (d)

Part(b) question asked students whether they thought a religious upbringing would lead to a 
belief in Allah and to give two clear reasons.

Part(c) question asked students whether what they saw or heard in the media could affect 
belief in Allah.

part(d) question asked students if they agreed that the world was designed.

In part(b) most candidates were able to state their own opinion and then give a reason for 
it. However, frequently, candidates simply described a religious upbringing which did not 
answer the question set.

Part(c) was well answered by candidates, who were able to name a programme and explain 
why it might affect their faith. Less well answered by candidates who described whole 
programmes or did not link them to how they might affect belief in God. 

In part(d) many candidates failed to realise that this question was about whether God 
designed the world and that led to answers purely about creation which did not answer the 
question set.   
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(b) The candidate has used one 
developed reason and one simple 
reason.
(c) This is a good example of four brief 
reasons with examples.
(d) The student has written a fully 
developed answer using Paley's watch.
This is one simple reason.

Examiner Comments

Encourage students to separate their 
reasons clearly in b) questions. This 
student has used the word "Secondly" 
which shows the examiner that this is 
clearly a second reason.

Examiner Tip
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(b) There are two brief reasons 
here - copying parents and halal 
home. Neither reason is developed.
(c) This student cannot go beyond 
4 marks as they have not referred 
to specific programmes or films
(d) The student has not answered 
the question about design.
There are two simple reasons here.

Examiner Comments

When answering questions on the media, 
students must refer to specific examples 
to access the full range of marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)

Most candidates knew the glossary definition for euthanasisa. However there were some 
candidates who did not know the glossary definition which highlights the fact that a person 
must be seriously ill. These candidates used literal definitions such as "an easy and gentle 
death" which did not indicate this and so were awarded partial marks. Thorough learning of 
key words would prevent this confusion.

This is an example of euthanasia 
(assisted suicide) so is partially correct.

Examiner Comments

Learn the definitions which are in 
the specification. These are the ones 
accepted for the exam.

Examiner Tip

This is a correct answer written in alternative wording.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b) (c) (d)

Part(b) question asked students to decide whether world poverty was mainly caused by 
natural disasters.

Part(c) question asked students why some non religious people had a belief that there was 
life after death.

Part(d) question asked whether life and death issues belong to Allah, or whether humans 
can make these decisions.

Some candidates did not understand part(b) question fully. Some wrote answers about 
natural disasters being a test from Allah rather than addressing the question. Some 
students wrote very good answers but tended to lump corrupt leaders, debt and lack of 
education as one issue. If they had separated them into two clear reasons they would have 
been awarded more marks.

Part(c) was answered well by the majority of candidates, although some students confused 
non religious with non Muslim.

In part(d), most candidates got full marks on this question, with the best answers referring 
to abortion and euthanasia.
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(b) This has two clearly developed reasons.
(c) The student gives four brief reasons.
The student does not link reincarnation to 
religious belief.
(d) The student gives a fully developed 
answer.

Examiner Comments

Re-read the question. Some students 
wrote extensive answers on why religious 
people believed in life after death 
because they had misread the question.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate wrote a good answer to part(c) but did not give enough reasons for either 
part(b) or part(d) question. 
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Question 4 (a)

This question asked the students to say what akhirah means.

This question was mostly answered correctly. Students who did not get 2 marks usually 
referred to Judgement Day.

Most students got this correct. A few students gave definitions for a different key word.

(b) The student gives two brief reasons.
(c) This student has used two fully developed 
reasons.
(d) This answer is written the wrong way 
round- their opinion and reasons is in (d)(ii).

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates to say whether 
they agree or disagree on part(d) 
questions. If they don't do this, 
they cannot get the marks.

Examiner Tip

This is a partially correct answer as it is an 
alternative wording of Judgement Day.

Examiner Comments

Learn the glossary definitions.

Examiner Tip

This is a fully correct answer.

Examiner Comments

Candidates need to know the key terms not only 
because of the a) questions but also because the 
other sub-questions will use the terms within their 
questions. If candidates do not know the key terms 
they may not understand the meaning of some of the 
other questions. For example, the word akhirah may 
appear in a b), c) or d) question in future years.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b) (c) (d)

Part(b) question asked students their opinion on whether euthanasia should be legal in the 
UK.

Part(c) question asked students to explain the work of a Muslim agency working to relieve 
world poverty.

Part(d) question asked students for their beliefs on the afterlife and the reasons for them.

Part(b) question was generally answered well. Many students wrote about the sanctity of life 
and how life is a test. 

Part(c) question was about how an agency worked. Some students wrote extensive answers 
why but did not answer the question. Others wrote about drug and alcohol abuse rather 
than looking at world poverty.

Part(d) question got full marks by most students.
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(b) The student has given one developed 
reason and one simple reason.
(c) This answer is not about the work of a 
Muslim agency so does not get any marks.
(d) This is a developed answer.
The student has given two simple reasons 
as "test" is repeated.

Examiner Comments

Students need to know the law on 
euthanasia in the UK. Some students 
did not know that switching off a life 
support machine was already legal.

Examiner Tip
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(b) The candidate gives two simple 
reasons: an increase in deaths and 
arguments between religions.
(c) The student has writen two 
explanations with one developed: aid and 
charity.
(d) Assume there is a comma after 
"disagree" and this makes a good answer. 
The student will not be penalised for poor 
grammar on this sub question.
This is one developed reason.

Examiner Comments

If a question asks about a 
religious agency, the student 
should name the agency.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a)

This question asked students the definition of the word promiscuity.

Most students got this fully correct. Those who did not, clearly did not know what it meant 
and guessed it was to do with promising something.

Most students know what this word means.

This is a fully correct answer.

Examiner Comments

Sex before marriage and adultery 
are partially correct.

Examiner Tip

The candidate has given the correct answer 
by saying that it is sex with many people. By 
saying it is not with the marital partner implies 
that there is no committment. This is alternative 
wording of casual sex with a number of people.

Examiner Comments

Some students used words 
such as "going out with" which 
made it partially correct.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b) (c) (d)

Part(b) question asked students whether they believed sex outside marriage was 
acceptable.

Part(c) question asked students the reasons why some Muslims accept homosexuality and 
some don't.

Part(d) question asked whether a religious family was automatically a happy family.

Part(b) question proved difficult for students to clearly give two separate reasons. Some 
students wrote a long answer but only got 2 marks for one developed reason (usually that it 
is forbidden in Islam.)

Part(c) was answered extremely well by most students.

For part(d) some students did not address the issue of happy family, but concentrated on 
what a religious family do. These students often did better giving the alterntive view.
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(b) The student has used one developed 
reason and one brief reason: the last point 
does not develop the second reason.
(c) This is a good answer. The candidate has 
given three reasons with one developed.
(d) This is a fully developed answer.
As the student has not referred to Islam, the 
student cannot gain any more marks here.

Examiner Comments
Clearly separate the two 
reasons on part(b) questions.
Remind students to make 
sure they refer to Islam on 
part(d) questions or they 
cannot get more than half 
marks.

Examiner Tip
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Most students who chose this question got high marks on part(c) question. This student did 
not gain the last two marks because they did not address the whole question.
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(b) The student has given three brief 
reasons so only two can be credited.
(c) This student has started really 
well but cannot go beyond 6 marks as 
there is no alternative view.
This is one developed reason.
(d) This is one simple reason.

Examiner Comments

Encourage students to investigate other 
peoples opinions on different topics. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a)

This question asked students to define what a civil partnership is.

Most students knew that this was a partnership of homosexual people. 

Some students used the word "marriage" which is not accurate.

This is partially correct as there is 
no mention of homosexuality.

Examiner Comments

A civil partnership has to be a legal 
partnership between homosexual people. 

Examiner Tip

This is a fully correct answer. The 
answer needs both the fact that it 
is for homosexuals and that it is a 
legal partnership.

Examiner Comments

Students are encouraged to use the 
glossary definition here as paraphrasing was 
often inaccurate. Gay marriage is partially 
correct as it is not a mariage. Students 
were not penalised for using the word gay.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b) (c) (d)

Part(b) question asked whether all Muslims should accept divorce.

Part(c) question asked students to choose an issue from this section and explain whether 
the way it was presented was fair or unfair to religious people.

Part(d) question asked students to decide whether contraception should be acceptable to all 
Muslims.

Part(b) question was best answered by students who pointed out that it is allowed in Islam 
but not liked by Allah and then give their reasons. This gave them a yes and no answer 
which enabled them to access the full range of marks.

Part(c) question was answered well by students who clearly identified an issue (eg 
homosexuality) and a programme (eg Eastenders) and then gave a number of reasons why 
it was portrayed fairly or unfairly.

For part(d), most students answered the question well, making a distinction between 
different types of contraception and times of life.
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(b) The student has given one brief and one 
developed reason. They develop the second 
reason by saying that children may blame 
themselves.
(c) The candidate has written two reasons 
with one developed. They develop the 
second point by saying it makes Muslims 
look like hypocrites.
(d) This has two simple reasons.
The student has given three simple reasons.

Examiner Comments

The media question required an 
issue from this section of the 
exam. Make sure students are 
aware of the different sections. 
Some students got 0 marks 
because they wrote about life 
after death or creation.

Examiner Tip
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This student describes or states opinions without saying why. This does not give them many 
marks.
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The student has only given one brief reason.
The candidate has not identified an issue and 
has written a description.

Examiner Comments

Remind students that they 
need to give reasons for their 
opinion. Their opinion alone 
does not give them marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)

This question asks for a definition of discrimination.

Most students knew what discrimination meant, although some confused it with prejudice.

This is partially correct as the 
student has used the word 
discriminate.

Examiner Comments

Students who use the wording of 
the question in their answer will 
usually get 1 mark as a partially 
correct answer.

Examiner Tip

Correct answer. The student has 
scribbled out the definition. As it can 
be read it is marked accordingly.

Examiner Comments

Glossary definitions are particularly 
important with words like this as 
paraphrasing rarely gets 2 marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (b) (c) (d)

Part(b) question asked students whether men and women should have the same religious 
rights.

Part(c) question asked students why the Government was keen to support community 
cohesion.

Part(d) question addressed the issue of conversion.

Part(b) question was answered well by students who addressed the issue of religious rights, 
and less well by students who wrote about working opportunities. Most students got 2 
marks for pointing out that men and women are equal according to the Qur'an.

Part(c) most students answered this question well. Some students gave reasons such as 
interfaith marriage which are not liknked to the Government.

For part(d), most students got full marks and could clearly see the two points of view.
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(b) This is a developed reason - 
Allah created men and women 
equally.
(c) This has two reasons with one 
developed- tolerance.
(d) This is a fully developed 
reason.
This is a developed reason.

Examiner Comments

The roles of women in this section are to do with 
religious roles. The students need to look at 
leadership in Mosques and female role models of 
the past alongside the teaching of the Qur'an.

Examiner Tip
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Some students ran out of time on this section.

(b) This candidate has used one brief 
reason and gets 1 mark.
(c) This student has given one brief 
reason which is not really coherent 
and so gets the lower end of the mark 
range.
(d) The student has given one simple 
reason.
There are two simple reasons here.

Examiner Comments

Encourage students to spend 20 
minutes on each question. This student 
may have run out of time here.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (a)

This question asks what religious freedom is.

Most students knew what this meant. Some students thought it meant the freedom within 
their own religion.

Most students gave the glossary definition. This student paraphrased but it was correct.

This is a correct answer.

Examiner Comments

Some students gave definitions 
of religious equality.

Examiner Tip

This is a correct answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b) (c) (d)

Part(b) question addressed the advantages or disadvantages of a multi faith society for 
religious people.

Part(c) question asked why Muslims have different attitudes to other religions.

Part(d) question asks students their opinion of the equality of men and women in the UK 
today.

For part(b), most students answered the question well, looking at the pros and cons of 
living in a multi faith society.

For part(c), many students answered from an alternative perpective than the one in the 
mark scheme which assumed they would talk about inclusive, exclusive and pluralist 
views. Some excellent answers were given based on where Muslims were brought up and 
influences on their lives.

Part(d) was answered well, although some students did not include a Muslim viewpoint. 
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(b) The candidate has given two brief 
reasons. They cannot be credited for the 
point about racism as the question is about 
multi-faith societies.
(c) The candidate has given three reasons 
with one developed.
(d) The student has written two simple 
reasons.
There is only one reason credited. The 
student cannot get any more marks as they 
have not referred to Islam.

Examiner Comments

Emphasis the difference between multi 
faith, multi ethnic and multi cultural.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Teachers and candidates should note these general points in order to improve candidate’s 
achievement in future years:

There is a choice of two questions per section, each of these has four sub-questions, 
and candidates can either attempt the sub-questions in the top questions (odd numbers) 
or the sub-questions in the bottom question (even numbered). Candidates who choose 
questions from a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all their 
responses and as such are at a clear disadvantage.

Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by putting a cross in a 
box at the top of the paper. Some candidates did not do this and they should be reminded 
to do this as part of examination preparation.

The amount of space on the question paper is more than adequate for candidates to 
achieve maximum marks. There is no need for candidates to write more than this.  Almost 
all the candidates who used extra paper had already achieved the maximum marks of 
that question. Any candidate who needs extra space can use the space allocated to other 
questions as long as they clearly indicate on their paper that this is what they have done.

A number of candidates did not complete the final section due to timing difficulties. 
Candidates should be encouraged to spend about twenty minutes per question leaving ten 
minutes to check through their work at the end of the paper.

Some general points can be made on how best to answer the various question types:  

Maximum marks on the part (a) questions are easily gained by learning the Edexcel 
glossary definitions.

Only the candidate’s point of view is credited in part (b) questions. The easiest way to gain 
full marks is for candidates to concentrate on stating their opinion and writing two separate 
reasons for it, each in a distinct paragraph, and then to develop each of the reasons with an 
example or a quote.

Candidates can gain the higher mark within the level on part (c) questions by writing 
coherently. Part (c) questions test AO1 and so will either ask for candidates to ‘Explain why’ 
or to ‘Explain how’.

Many of the part (d) questions this year produced interesting answers. However, candidates 
should ensure that they start by stating their own view and reasons for it in the part (d)
(i) and state reasons why someone might hold a different view in (d)(ii) rather than mixing 
the two halves.  At least one of the reasons given in either (d)(i) or (d)(ii) must be explicitly 
religious to go beyond 3 marks. The part (d) questions on this unit can ask for the candidate 
to refer to either one religion (i.e. any religion), one religion other than Christianity or can 
specify that Christianity is referred to. 

Teachers who would like to learn more about the specification should attend one of the 
Edexcel training events, details of which can be found on the Edexcel website. Specific 
queries can be answered through the Ask the Expert service which can also found on the 
Edexcel website.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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