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Introduction

This is the second year the new specification for Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies has been
assessed and numbers have greatly increased from last year.

This specification introduced a few new topics and the weighting of the assessment
objectives has changed from the legacy specification. GCSE Religious Studies continues to
be a very popular course as teachers and schools recognise the benefits of an examinable
course that both engages and educates young people. The variety of choice within this
specification allows teachers to teach the course that most suits their students.

Unit 2 covers Christianity. This unit continues to be popular, many candidates sit this unit
as a short course because it engages the interest of young people, it addresses many
moral and spiritual issues affecting young people today and importantly it fulfils all the
requirements for Key Stage 4 statutory Religious Education.
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Question 1 (a)

The majority of candidates who attempted this question gained full marks. This was an easy
guestion to get full marks by using a glossary definition; however most were awarded 2
marks for an alternative wording.

‘ VVrite your answer nere:

@ .Omniscent  means dnak..ged. . knews ovetdiing dhat

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gave a correct definition and gained
the two marks for 'God knows everything'.

L)
Resultst
Examiner Tip
It is really important that in order to gain full
marks candidates know the glossary definition
given in the specification.

4
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VVrite your answer nere: I

(a ... Oma"-‘=c'~0‘ﬂ means  Thel Goed 95 ad F-omqn{d.ﬂ

Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate gives a definition
of another key word and gains no marks.

Examiner Tip

definitions but also are confident in their use of them.

VVIITE YOUr answer nere: /

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate makes a guess at the glossary
definition and gains no marks.
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Question 1 (b) (c) (d)

The questions were designed to specifically address bullet points from the specification.
When teaching the specification it is always a good idea to ensure candidates are aware of
the bullet points and the variations of questions that can be asked surrounding the issue/
content.

(b) Most candidates recognised that this was a question about what science says about

the origins of the world and gave arguments which agreed with the statement. The

better responses were given by candidates who disagreed with it and said that science was
unable to prove God did not create the world. They frequently did this by referring to the
design argument and developed their reason by discussing the concept of a designer linked
to purpose and complexity. Some able candidates gave a detailed answer using the big bang
but as the question asks for two reasons they ended up only giving one very developed
answer that could not go beyond two marks.

c) This was well answered by most candidates, many were familiar with the inconsistent
triad argument for evil and suffering. The question was less well answered by candidates
who gave a very brief summary of the argument rather than taking it apart and explaining it
fully.

d) The question needed candidates to evaluate a statement about whether miracles are
possible today. Most candidates responded well to the new layout of the (d) question and
were able to state their own opinion and give reasons for it.

In this example we concentrate on the (b) answer

o). L. o M C-i‘/\@n@. doe:s ~nob. prae. daak opd
A«:\w Geare. A Lon\d ecause the word
\s. Compex Dnd e laws of Glena dfe Se qeseck,
dak_only ged Cald have Created. Sch & erfeck  Laws
of  Sen@. Mo, @kn drough dhe. Creation Story in
e bibe 8 wob e Seve @ dhe Scenhfe explenchon

Cbu\é Cepcesedt millions.. cf 5@3@ af ewo\uho(\

6
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| omnikelexalent; dren he  Weold wsny e do
| Somathing. Soeuk fie sUeFesrxﬁPm o N wAs

\rem\:j _________ omprotend, San ke euld. @Stl\\j Sop.
She. S)vaj. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ L

............................................................................................................................................... bves, Qnhnve do
Qulkes, way MBD%@"’Q\‘M\S Do QoA ...
bﬁrﬁm\\’\lj o Shoe Pragess I0d Tuin Yo Agneshcim. .

e

(d) (.)‘PM‘“U*% h’c)PPen ‘bdat}\ Bgml«)t&ﬂ A
Stokemeny, beeouk  SSene  Wes  Progressed & bt

nd ML dre now vdBPm cs\mnas Makr  de et
nWave o mBhend). eoddmarion  and  Caoney be

| S \oolkil Al \oecBlse eoda. hove d@ent
Peteptons  of M"‘?"’W A D micile s, Whatr

e peSon MBY Gonsler B MO, Anoths .
MY nok.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

f?\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be encouraged to split their reasons
into I think... reason one... reason two...

This avoids candidates giving one extended reason;
thus limiting them to two marks for only one reason.
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In this example we are particularly looking at the (c) trait. However it is interesting to read
and note the comments on the (b) trait.

8
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o m%m ...... W a. _____ W—wq he, s,
ot in. o wzeq 1o et . Yhan . ﬂ@&rz? F&oﬂ{e _____ dig.

g\ﬂ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(b) No marks awarded. The question is about science proving God did
not create the world. This candidate has misunderstood the question.

(c) Level 2 - 4 marks. Level 1 was reached at 'make people suffer'; it

is then developed by the example of natural disasters taking it to level
2 for religious understanding.

@ ResultsP

us

Examiner Tip
When teaching the answers to (c) questions candidates
should be encouraged to give four reasons. They
should be taught to link each reason back to the
question to ensure that the examiner can see an
explanation in regard to the question asked.
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In this example we are particularly interested in the (d) item as a good example - but
please read and note the comments on the (b) and (c) for extra support especially
concerning the quality of written communication.
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Examiner Comments

(b) 3 marks One developed reason; followed
by a simple reason (slightly alternative in

its approach). (c) Level 4 - 8 marks. The
higher mark has been awarded for coherent
communication. (d) (i) 3 marks. Three
reasons given in response to the statement.
(d) (ii) 3 marks. Three reasons in response to
the statement. With reference to Christianity.

FQ
Candidates attempting the (d) items
should ensure as in this case that
they write the statement at the top
of the answer. This guides them into
giving a response firstly to the correct

(d) question, but also ensures they
give reasons relating to the question.

Examiner Tip

12
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Question 2 (a)

Most candidates answered this question well; very few did not receive full marks.

This is an example of one of the few that did not know the answer to this question.

Write your answer here:

@ o Whan YO \eleve i~ Ged.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained no marks as the answer was incorrect.

ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Learn the glossary definitions, and how to use them

An example here of a confident understanding of the glossary defintion.

Write your answer here:

@ . \Whea. . o permen... Y 0OoY . Suce.
AN e e IR G VIR <5 P10 S = s o = 1, S
Resultstlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate received 2 marks.

%
Results¥
Examiner Tip
The words in the glossary that are easily confused by

students can often be taught by playing games with
the words and definitions.

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01

13



Question 2 (b) (c) (d)

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion and then give a reason for it,
however frequently the candidates simply described a religious upbringing which did not
answer the question asked.

c) This question was well answered by candidates, who were able to name a programme
and explain why it might affect their faith. It was less well answered by candidates who
described a whole programme or did not link them to how they might affect belief in God.

d) Some candidates did not recognise that this question was about whether God designed
the world and that led to answers purely about creation which did not answer the question
set

On media questions such as the example here it is important for a balanced and positive
evaluation to take place. A description of a programme will hot go beyond level one,
candidates must evaluate the programmes with reference to the question asked.

14

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01
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(d) () k@\ /O(Oa"éafw_ ......... wuth... Ao . Slatement.. &€,
(e Joying.. eweny Thing.. hows. . o-das

Aves et M. Tk
ha s 70.....0€  God . 16 comd. be .  am.

G 40daﬁqoéa6a/rff;0fdome frving

Mgz ord | Cov- b€ provesn iTw Scrence..

Lhanct.  er fver. Ony o  Onpporenr .
omniscrent. God  codld  trowe crmafesl H

b) 4 marks. The candidate gives two developed reasons. (c) Level 2 - 4
marks. One programme is clearly identifiable. An answer that did not
do this could not progress past level 2. The higher mark has been
awarded for coherent communication. (d) (i) 3 marks. (d) (ii) 2 marks.

Examiner Tip
When studying the media give candidates a variety of programmes that can be
used throughout the course. Choose films and TV dramas that can be used in a
variety of ways by the candidate in different areas of the specification to make
the best use of time. It is essential that examples of religous people and religions
are positive images. Some programmes referred to serve only to confirm negetive
sterotypes and do not encourage respect and understanding.

F@ ResultsPlus
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This candidate gains 14 marks overall.
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Examiner Comments

g\az ResultsPlus

(b) 4 marks given for two developed reasons; note how the
candidate has clearly identified the two reasons. (c) Level 2 - 4
marks. One programme is clearly identifiable. An answer that
does not identify a programme cannot progress past level 2. The
higher mark has been awarded for coherent communication. (d)
(i) 3 marks. The candidate clearly states that they do agree with
the statment and the reasons support this view. (d) (ii) 3 marks.
The candidate refers to Christianity.

us

@ Res_;ult;

Candidates are advised to clearly identify their reasons
for (b) and (d) answers. Candidates should clearly
state what their opinion is and make sure that the
reasons support that point of view.
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The candidate gains 14 marks over all.
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g\;Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

b) 2 marks. One developed reason. (c) Level 4 - 8 marks Four reasons given.
One programme is clearly identifiable. This candidate successfully answers the
question with reference to programmes studied. The higher mark has been
awarded for coherent communication. (d)(i) 3 marks awarded here (d)(ii) 1
mark "The world was not designed; it was created by the Big Bang"

us
Examiner Tip
On the (d) items candidates must refer to Christianity
or give some indication that can not be disputed by the
examiner as a reference to Christian teaching or practice.
For example a reference to the Bible would be enough.

@ ResultsP!
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Question 3 (a)

Most candidates knew the glossary definition for euthanasisa. However there were some
candidates who did not know the glossary definition but relied on definitions gained from
the media or alternative sources. The glossary definition highlights the fact that a person
must be seriously ill whereas other sources use literal definitions such as 'an easy and
gentle death' which do not indicate this and so were awarded partial marks.

Some candidates tried to put the definition into their own words.

Write your answer here:

(a) B utharasia is He paivles __#_-"-’iU___ of dome R whe s Sagpein’)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives a glossary definition.

Examiner Tip
Learn the key words from the
specification to avoid confusion.
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This example is a candidate who is trying to describe their understanding of euthansia but
fails to give a clear definition.

Write your answer here:

¥lus

Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate gives a definition of murder.

Examiner Tip

Learn the glossary definitions and encourage candidates
to write them in the answers to (a) questions.

26
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Write your answer here:

lus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained 1 mark for a partially
correct answer - killing someone gently in

a controlled enviroment, which could be
understood as euthansia or capital punishment.

Resultst-
Examiner Tip
To be very safe, give the glossary definition.

us
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Question 3 (b) (c ) (d)

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion about whether the media should be
free to criticise what religions say about matters of life and death and then give a reason
for it. The more prepared candidates were able to refer to a film or programme to develop
their answer.

c) The majority of answers to this question were very good and candidates were able

to answer either by giving a number of non-religious reasons or by developing two or three
reasons with examples. Some candidates made the mistake of using religious reasons in
their answer which could not be credited as it did not answer the question.

d) This question caused many problems for those candidates who did not know the law
about abortion in the UK (many thought that it was legal in cases of rape - without
identifying the parts of the UK this is true, and some thought a woman was allowed freedom
to choose)

This candidate gained 14 marks over all. It is a good example of the (d) item which caused
some candidates a problem.

28
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g\;z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(b) 2 marks. The candidate gives two simple reasons; but
fails to develop the reason. (c) Level 3 - 6 marks. Three
reasons given. The information is repeated, this can be a
serious issue for some candidates who try to give four reasons
by repeating the same reason in different words. The higher
mark has been awarded for coherent communication. (d)(i)

3 marks. Three simple reasons were given by the candidate.
(d)(ii) 3 marks. Three simple reasons were given by the
candidate. The candidate refers to Christianity.
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The candidate misunderstood the (b) item and did very well on the (c) item.
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Examiner Comments

(b) No marks awarded. Response is not about what 'religions say
about matters of life and death'. Candidates must answer the
question to gain marks. (c) Level 4 - 8 marks. Four reasons given
by the candidate. The higher mark has been awarded for coherent
communication. (d)(i) 3 marks. Three reasons given by the
candidate. (d)(ii) 3 marks. Three reasons given by the candidate.
The candidate refers to Christianity.

Examiner Tip

Teachers should prepare students to answer questions carefully
and ensure that the candidates have the information about the

bullet points from the specification.
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<J\4 Results¥
Examiner Comments
(b) 1 mark. The candidate gains a mark for the right to free
speech; but the rest of the answer is about criticising religion not
what religions say about matters of life and death. (c) Level 4 - 8
marks. The candidate has given four good reasons. The higher
mark has been awarded for coherent communication. (d) (i) 3
marks. (d) (ii) 3 marks. The candidate refers to Christianity using
the 10 commandments as an example.

us

FOAO Results¥
Examiner Tip
Many schools appear to have taught interpretations of the law
on abortion not the actual law. There was also a difference in
candidates who were taught from both perspectives. 'Abortion is

legal in the UK in cases of........... "and 'Abortion is illegal in the UK
except if....." In fact is it illegal unless certain conditions a met.
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Question 4 (a)

This question was answered very well. Candidates had been taught the definitions and were
able to use this to answer the question.

A fully correct answer.

Write your answer here:

(@ RESSULECHON 1S e Q. DESON. ES. TG 000N ..
1SOUNRA. N AL OFOUNd . unt one. . enol . of
DAL WO WAL IS WO LE WL 0oL \oRLY o \ife .

Gaining 2 marks

Examiner Tip

If candidates do not have a clear understanding of the
key word or terms then other questions throughout the
paper may not be understood

40 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01



Some candidates used their own wordings for the answers - this is not advisable as often
they do not get to the actual definition given in the glossary.

Write your answer here;

(3) é\ﬂ”ﬁ-.(; ["'-’.-?‘.f“- Car X 15X AW S.:ha.\e e, 8, Fordiwa, LN\ﬁ. l)oehlr( t:..\

f7ﬁo . myé«{.e.n (f/iw‘/ /Mr c?é,:tcl,

ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate was given two marks.
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Question 4 (b) (c) (d)

b) Candidates were usually able to state their own opinion and then give at least two
reasons for this opinion, the reasons were frequently not religious reasons and this is
perfectly acceptable. Candidates who did less well were those who discussed turning off life
support machines which is already legal in the UK.

c) This was answered well by the majority of candidates, however there was a small group
of students who gave good answers to the question of *how’ a Christian agency works to
relieve world poverty, not why.

d) Most candidates responded well to the layout of the (d) question and were able to state
their own opinion and give reasons for it in (d)(i) and then give an alternative opinion in (d)
(ii). Pleasingly candidates were able to give scriptural examples to develop their reasons
why religious people believe in life after death. Unfortunately some candidates thought that
only reincarnation and ghosts were life after death and that the heaven/hell view of what
happens after a person dies was not life after death.

This candidate gains 9 marks over all.
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Examiner Comments

(b) 2 marks. The candidate gives one developed reason.

(c) Level 2 - 4 marks. The reasons come in the final few
sentences. The higher mark has been awarded for coherent
communication. (d) (i) 1 mark. The reason for believing in

life after death being possible is not developed; the candidate
develops the Christian teaching on life after death which is not the
question. Reasons need to be developed to be awarded marks.

(d) (ii) 2 marks. The candidate refers to Christianity.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be taught to read the question
carefully and answer the question asked.
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This candidate answers all the traits well gaining 18 marks.
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Examiner Comments

(b) 4 marks. Two developed reasons given, note again how the candidate has given
two clear reasons stating 'secondly'. (c) Level 2 - 8 marks. Four reasons given by the
candidate. The higher mark has been awarded for coherent communication. (d) (i) 3
marks. (d) (ii) 3 marks. The candidate refers to Christianity.
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This candidate has not been prepared well for the examination, however they gain some
marks.
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Examiner Comments

(b) 0 marks awarded. No reasons given only what the candidate
thinks. (c) Level 1 - 2 marks. Awarded for final sentence 'they want
the world to be equal'. The higher mark has been awarded for coherent
communication. (d) (i) 1 mark. Awarded for proof of paranormal.

(d) (ii) 0 marks awarded. No relevant information given.

Q
Candidates should be taught to recognise the difference
between 'what they think' and the reasons for their
opinion.Candidates should try not to leave blank
spaces. An educated guess is better than nothing.

Examiner Tip

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01

51



Question 5 (a)

This question was not answered well. Many candidates did not seem to have been prepared
with the glossary definitions for this section.

VITE yOour answer nere:

(a) ... F NN ¢

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded two marks, they
have the idea it involves many partners and
they are not committed to them.

52
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write your answer here:

g\ﬂ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Correct definition - 2 marks The whole answer
is seen here - despite the crossing out;
Candidates are not penalised for this.

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should be prepared when they make mistakes
to try and write in the spaces provided - even if it means
altering the places where (c) or (b) are. They should be
seriously discouraged from attaching extra papers to the
script. There are spare pages at the end of the booklet

and candidates should write 'see end of booklet' to indicate
to the examiner the answer goes on somewhere else.
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Write your answer here:

 Promiscuity s ohen o man and @
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plaﬂ 1o mcwq _thon 1t s

Examiner Comments
his candidate made a good guess, but did not answer
the question correctly and therefore gained no marks.

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01




Question 5 (b) (c) (d)

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion about whether sex outside marriage
is acceptable. Most gave two reasons about premarital sex but some chose to agree with
pre-marital sex and disagree with extra marital sex. As long as the candidate clearly
indicated that both opinions were their point of view they could be credited. Less able
students did not think of more than one reason.

c) Many candidates could give either a good description of a Christian wedding ceremony
but not link it to the purposes of marriage; or give the purposes of a Christian marriage and
not link it to the ceremony. The candidates therefore did not access the higher levels.

d) This question was answered well. This example is of a candidate who gained all the
marks available.
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Examiner Comments

Yo

b) 4 marks. Two developed reasons given by candidate. (c) Level 4
- 8 marks. Four reasons given by candidate. The higher mark has
been awarded for coherent communication. (d) (i) 3 marks. (d) (ii)
3 marks. The candidate refers to Christianity.
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OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Examples like this can be used to model answers for candidates.
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This candidate gains 14 marks overall.

(b) Zﬁ/ﬂ/}&fa«ﬁ%Mﬁ/ﬂ%//ﬁé’Wﬁémm

/fﬁ@f,@éé%ﬂm%ﬁffﬁt/&/&femﬁ/ o

M)ﬁd//ﬁﬁy éw/%;&m«éﬁ%ﬂ&m&m
%/A;aé Qﬂﬁﬁifﬂ(mf/ ééﬁ%é/ﬂvvkx
bl one vy 6"« Mféj & ok o deasa
é/c«/ W/ﬂﬁé/f&/fm ? ﬁé[‘/f/ﬁ'}:- ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ fmw/, Mmy@% ﬂn//éé(méﬁ%
Mﬂﬂ?/y&mﬁy%ﬁéﬁfm/@OZW:AW:;.M// .............
w/%m(éw&/ /ﬁfr%/éy e ettt
.......... é/&/gmr? B

______________ %ﬁ - ﬂff’/b';# A//zmé//w/g/w
&r..;/nj jwzf il ... ome. ocoker e . évw_fﬂar%

................ ol ah] ot T e by .

58

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01




~

) %#Wfﬁglyﬂ/ma//pwéem/afxz .
@;A//Mfaj e /@M/wém/aéam/er A
o fHEEE ). éo.f/ﬁm/ﬁf/i &t(/mﬁf Y y

ﬁ,{v?/‘m&/my e pens A iy LHGGGp.

el “adll Lo apred . The Sl il abe tad
/mxé’é/é/m/gme%& M cape & v
y/ﬁ o /mééfm o and .

/;pm/hé-/%//m/rzy as. o ot cb g
P /ém, 7k . /W . //{/ %//é#’ —
W Lannal . éc‘ . é/a«ééa.._. e

il ke cnd o e

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01

59



r

@0 L ..ay/c&. ...... b M A’m’m, m//ymméemfxy.r o
- gﬁé’ezy/&ﬁ& W 4‘/ azf? ..... & /&
B 0{( - ?ﬁﬂéﬂf‘?’/ﬂ/ ﬂmz’/ﬁﬁ e fo e V.. 4.

.................. ../ ;@/e Gty sgeences. sk i e Mg i
ﬁ/Z/ ot (1. ;ﬁ@iﬁwxz/ .. @zé._. b..

il b Al and e T
.fcwm/ﬁ, e

(i) ./ e, )xvIe /mﬁ?pé a9, fdy/ﬁ?/ /ﬁ/ﬁ/m' aa. ..

e cowee ﬂaﬁpmmﬁaﬂ gk b i€ K
__ /?9// ueasted .. . it Kol I oot -ap. /r?,/ﬂh/?f?f(

........ Wéédfd/&?ﬁm/ dﬂﬂé/& /Aﬁ . Mf///ﬂéw cnd

Examiner Comments

<J\£Z ResultsPlus

b) 2 marks. One developed reason given by the
candidate. (c) Level 4 - 8 marks. An example here

of how the candidate clearly links the wedding to

the purpose of marriage. The higher mark has been
awarded for coherent communication. (d) (i) 2 marks.
(d) (ii) 2 marks The candidate refers to Christianity.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

If in the (d) trait the candidate does not refer to
Christianity in either (i) or (ii) the marks are reduced; the
highest mark they can achieve is three out of the six.
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This candidate does not do well on this question; gaining only 1 mark overall.
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g\ﬂ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
(b) 0 marks awarded. The candidate gives two reasons
- neither address the question. (c) No level achieved.
No marks are awarded for written communication if a
level for religious understanding has not been reached.
(d) (i) 1 mark Ignore the reference to the wrong
religion named - the family are Muslim not Christian;
we are not assessing this information here - the mark is
awarded for the use of this family as an example of an
unhappy religious family. (d) (ii) no mark awarded. The
candidate refers to Christianity.
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Question 6 (a)

Most candidates knew the glossary definition for civil partnership as it is a hew word for
this specification. However, many candidates used the inaccurate but popular term 'gay
marriage' which was only partially credited.

In this question we are looking for the idea that it is a legal contract - and that it is for same
sex couples.

‘ VVIIte YOUr answer nere:

(a) Q)\ 4

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives a glossary definition and gains 2 marks.

‘ VVFite your answer nere;

_;eﬁ@pff’__.q;, e .S«mewafef“—’"" hot r.f..@;»o _____ «f, Yoy, wa?
Yt sl (9P 0% or prorrtconple

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A good answer again; gaining two marks.
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Write your answer nere:

@. A vl f’w"{ner&‘r\l{? b n%aPe qalngmih
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Partially correct definition - 1 mark. They refer
to the contract as a marriage; covered in the
mark scheme as 'gay marriage'

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Teachers should use the mark scheme from previous
years as a tool for teaching.
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Question 6 (b) (c) (d)

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion about whether Christians should
accept divorce and gave a developed reason linked to scripture and the nature of marriage.
Some were unable to give any reasons why religious people should or should not accept
divorce other than ‘everyone should be happy’ which meant they achieved low marks,
similarly candidates who ignore the element in the question referring to ‘Christians’
achieved low marks.

c) Well answered by the majority of candidates, who were able to give several ways
churches help keep families together. In some cases candidates went off into information
surrounding religious upbringing and lost marks. The less able candidates gained level one
for going to church together/having common interests but failed to develop this or explain
how this kept the family together.

d) The question was well answered by candidates.

This candidate gains full marks. This is included as a model answer.
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Examiner Comments

Notice in this answer that the candidate clearly defines the
different reasons given saying 'firstly’, 'secondly' etc.
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This candidates struggles with these questions and gains six marks.
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Examiner Comments

(b) 2 marks. (c) Level 1 - 2 marks. The mark has been awarded
for coherent communication. (d) (i) 1 mark. (d) (ii) 1 mark.
The candidate refers to Christianity.
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This candidate gains 13 marks over all.
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s okl peconse God

Examiner Comments

(b) 3 marks. One reason given by the candidate' safer to get a
divorce' developed by 'lesser of two evils' and a second simple
reason; 'trust them' (c) Level 3-6 marks. Three reasons given.
The higher mark has been awarded for coherent communication.
(di) 1 mark (dii) 1 marks. The candidate refers to Christianity.
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This candidate gives good answers and gains 16 marks.
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g\;z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

(b) 4 marks. Two developed reasons given by the candidate. (c) Level 3 -

6 marks. Three ways given: Summarised as 'worship’, 'lessons' and 'god
parent' extended family. (d) (i) 3 marks. One developed reason. One simple
reason. (d) (ii) 3 marks. One developed reason. One simple reason.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
The (d) answers must refer to Christianity.
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Question 7 (a)

This question is based on section four in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers
a different bullet point within the specification.

Question 7 was a slightly more popular choice than question 8.

It was noticeable that many of question 7 and 8 were not complete, candidates should be
advised to spend about 20 minutes on each question.

Most candidates knew the glossary definition for discrimination. However, many candidates
used the word discriminate within their definition which was only partially credited.

This candidate is confident about the definition and gives a good answer.

Write your answer nere:

Lecc o, Of W/m@,/
AW UCL. @7:.# blcce e LUK @SS g Hem.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

orrect definition - 2 marks. Given because
they say 'the act of prejudice’.

ResultsP!

Examiner Tip

us

Candidates should learn the glossary defintions.
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No marks for this candidate.

Vvrite your answer nere;

JVANY D
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives an incorrect definition - no marks
awarded. This refers to prejudice not discrimination

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
When words are connected like prejudice and discrimination
candidates must be able to distinguish between them.
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write your answer nere:

w  PWNN0  yowr  TMAS oS o Preefuiict
i€, achon: .

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candiate gives a correct definition - 2 marks
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Question 7 (b) (c) (d)

It was noticeable that many of questions 7 and 8 were not complete; candidates should be
advised to spend about 20 minutes on each question.

b) Better candidates recognised that this was a question asking about women’s rights in
religion and they were able to gain good marks by developing either scriptural examples or
examples from the media, often the Vicar of Dibley. Lower scoring responses did not realize
that the question was not a general one on women'’s rights in society and as they did not
answer the question set they were not awarded any marks.

c) Community cohesion and the government is a new topic for this specification although
the reasons for it can be gleaned from the reasons for the advantages of social harmony.
This was well answered by candidates who had learned reasons for government action.
However many candidates simply described the governmental action limiting them

to level 1.

d) Most candidates were able to respond to the quote but failed to give substantive reasons

why conversion might be positive or negative. Some candidates gave very negative answers
and were unable to think of any positives. It is important that candidates are encouraged to
discuss reasons why people might hold different views to their own.

This candidate answered the questions well and gained 14 marks.
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Examiner Comments

(b) 3 marks. One developed reason and one simple reason. (c)
Level 3 - 6 marks. The levels were reached at 'racism’', 'war', and
'bonds formed'. The higher mark has been awarded for coherent
communication. (d) (i) 2 marks. Reached at 'other religious' and
'which is wrong'; (d ) (ii) 3 marks. One simple reason followed by a
developed reason. The candidate refers to Christianity.

00 ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

In terms of marking please note that the candidate
must give two reasons on a (b) item. If they just
give one they can not get more than 2 marks.
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Examiner Comments

(b) 2 marks. Two simple reasons given by the candidate.

(c) Level 3 - 6 marks. This is an alternative approach and is
awarded by using the levels; we recognise that we have many
centres whose candidates approach the paper from a unique
perspective but they are not incorrect. These candidates need
to gain the marks they deserve, using the levels. The higher
mark has been awarded for coherent communication. We

saw a lot of answers to this question which explain why the
government works for community cohesion by saying what
would happen if they did not. (d) (i) 3 marks (d) (ii). 3 marks.
The candidate refers to Christianity

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

The (d) item is about religious rights; candidates must
be taught to read the question carefully and answer it
with reference to the statement asked.
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Question 8 (a)

There was some confusion over this definition. The glossary definition is always the best
one for candidates to give as per the specification and mark scheme. However, candidates
also must have an understanding of the words, this improves the answer to the rest of the
questions.

In this question there is a distinct difference between the right to practice your faith/beliefs
and the right to believe what you want. Religious freedom indicates that some other people,
government or external force limits that freedom for some people. Personal belief cannot be
limited only the outward show of that belief.

This candidates gives a correct definition.

Write your answer here:

(a) Y\Q)\\ %G—M

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gains two marks.
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An incorrect defintion.

Write your answer here:

o Ui Aodow 1e whon Doy who had oo
Idgov. bt dedder fo rebel . gadirar i

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Awarded no marks.

Correct defintion

__________ C Nooge 1 /P Wn vfol( va o

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Awarded 2 marks.
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Question 8 (b) (c) (d)

On the whole this question was not answered well. It appears that candidates ran out of
time. 20 minutes is allocated to each question, some candidates are writing more than
needed to gain marks and should be taught to approach the examination paper wisely to
gain all the marks possible.

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion as to whether living in a multi-faith
society causes problems and then give reasons for it, pleasingly most candidates saw it as a
positive and gave examples from personal experience. However some candidates confused
multi-faith with multi-ethnic and did not answer the question set and gained few marks.

c) This question was well answered by candidates who were able to use their biblical
knowledge to give a number of reasons. Less able candidates either failed to answer this
question or were unable to give more than one accurate reason. General answers achieved
only low level marks.

d) Most candidates were able to respond to the quote but failed to give religious reasons
why treatment is equal or unequal. A few gave answers that were not based within the UK
and so gained few marks.
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Examiner Comments

(b) 2 marks - two simple reasons are given. (c) No
marks awarded - no relevant reasons are given. No
religious understanding level gained therefore no written
communication mark awarded. (d) (i) 1 mark was
awarded for a simple reason for the opinion given.

(d) (ii) no marks awarded. Not answered the question.
The candidate refers to Christianity.
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Examiner Comments

Not about religious people (c) no marks awarded - no
relevant reasons (please note this question is about the UK)
No religious understanding level gained therefore no written
communication mark awarded. (d) (i) 1 mark

(d) (ii) 3 marks. The candidate refers to Chritianity.
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Paper Summary

Teachers and candidates should note these general points in order to improve candidate’s
achievement in future years:

There is a choice of two questions per section, each of these has four sub questions,
candidates can either attempt the sub-questions in the top questions (odd numbers) or the
sub-questions in the bottom question (even numbered). Candidates who choose questions
from a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all their responses
and as such are at a clear disadvantage.

Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by putting a cross in a
box at the top of the paper. Some candidates did not do this and they should be reminded
to do this as part of examination preparation.

The amount of lines given on the examination paper is more than adequate for candidates
to achieve maximum marks. There is no need for candidates to write more than this. If
candidates write more than can be inserted into the allocated linage, then they are using up
too much time on that particular question. Almost all the candidates who used extra paper
had already achieved maximum marks on that question. Any candidate who needs extra
space can use that space allocated to other questions as long as they clearly indicate on
their paper that this is what they have done.

A number of candidates did not complete the final section due to timing difficulties.
Candidates should be encouraged to spend about twenty minutes per question leaving about
ten minutes to check through their work at the end of the paper.

Candidates produced some very interesting answers to the questions posed. This indicated
that they and their teachers had not only studied the topic but importantly had linked them
to their everyday life and that reflected in the society around them.

Maximum marks on the part (a) questions are easily gained by learning the Edexcel
glossary definitions.

Only the candidate’s point of view is credited in part (b) questions. The easiest way to gain

full marks is for candidates to concentrate on stating their opinion and writing two separate
reasons for it, each in a distinct paragraph, and then to develop each of the reasons with an
example or a quote.

Candidates can gain the higher mark within the level, on part (c) questions by writing
coherently. Part (c) questions test AO1 and so will either ask for candidates to ‘Explain why’
or to ‘Explain how’.

Many of the part (d) questions this year produced interesting answers. However candidates
should ensure that they start by stating their own view and reasons for it in the part (d)

(i) and then state reasons why someone might hold a different view in part (d) (ii) rather
than mixing the two halves. At least one of the reasons given in either (d) (i) or (d) (ii)
must be explicitly religious to go beyond 3 marks. The (d) questions on this unit can ask for
the candidate to refer Christianity.

Teachers who would like to learn more about the specification should attend one of the
Edexcel training events details of which can be found on the Edexcel website. Specific
queries can be answered through the Ask the Expert service which is also found on the
Edexcel website.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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