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Introduction
This is the second year the new specification for Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies has been 
assessed and numbers have greatly increased from last year. 

 This specification introduced a few new topics and the weighting of the assessment 
objectives has changed from the legacy specification. GCSE Religious Studies continues to 
be a very popular course as teachers and schools recognise the benefits of an examinable 
course that both engages and educates young people. The variety of choice within this 
specification allows teachers to teach the course that most suits their students. 

Unit 2 covers Christianity. This unit continues to be popular, many candidates sit this unit 
as a short course because it engages the interest of young people, it addresses many 
moral and spiritual issues affecting young people today and importantly it fulfils all the 
requirements for Key Stage 4 statutory Religious Education. 
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Question 1 (a) 

   The majority of candidates who attempted this question gained full marks. This was an easy 
question to get full marks by using a glossary defi nition;   however most were awarded 2 
marks for an alternative wording. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

This candidate gave a correct defi nition and gained 
the two marks for 'God knows everything'.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gave a correct defi nition and gained 

Examiner Comments

 It is really important that in order to gain full 
marks candidates know the glossary defi nition 
given in the specifi cation. 

 It is really important that in order to gain full 

Examiner Tip
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In this example the candidate gives a defi nition 
of another key word and gains no marks.

Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate gives a defi nition 

Examiner Comments

 It is essential that candidates  not only learn the glossary 
defi nitions but also are confi dent in their use of them. 
 It is essential that candidates  not only learn the glossary 

Examiner Tip

The candidate makes a guess at the glossary 
defi nition and gains no marks.

Examiner Comments

The candidate makes a guess at the glossary 

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (c) (d)

The questions were designed to specifically address bullet points from the specification.  
When teaching the specification it is always a good idea to ensure candidates are aware of 
the bullet points and the variations of questions that can be asked surrounding the issue/
content.

(b) Most candidates recognised that this was a question about what science says about 
the origins of the world and gave arguments which agreed with the statement.  The 
better responses were given by candidates who disagreed with it and said that science was 
unable to prove God did not create the world. They frequently did this by referring to the 
design argument and developed their reason by discussing the concept of a designer linked 
to purpose and complexity. Some able candidates gave a detailed answer using the big bang 
but as the question asks for two reasons they ended up only giving one very developed 
answer that could not go beyond two marks. 

c) This was well answered by most candidates, many were familiar with the inconsistent 
triad argument for evil and suffering.  The question was less well answered by candidates 
who gave a very brief summary of the argument rather than taking it apart and explaining it 
fully.

d) The question needed candidates to evaluate a statement about whether miracles are 
possible today. Most candidates responded well to the new layout of the (d) question and 
were able to state their own opinion and give reasons for it. 

In this example we concentrate on the (b) answer
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The candidate gives two developed reasons. 

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons. 

Examiner Comments

 Candidates should be encouraged to split their reasons 
into   I think...   reason one...   reason two... 
 This avoids candidates giving one extended reason; 
thus limiting them to two marks for only one reason. 

 Candidates should be encouraged to split their reasons 
Examiner Tip
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In this example we are particularly looking at the (c) trait.  However it is interesting to read 
and note the comments on the (b) trait.
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(b) No marks awarded. The question is about science proving God did 
not create the world. This candidate has misunderstood the question.
(c) Level 2 - 4 marks. Level 1 was reached at 'make people suffer'; it 
is then developed by the example of natural disasters taking it to level 
2 for religious understanding.

Examiner Comments

(b) No marks awarded. The question is about science proving God did 

Examiner Comments

 When teaching the answers to (c) questions candidates 
should be encouraged to give four reasons. They 
should be taught to link each reason back to the 
question to ensure that the examiner can see an 
explanation in regard to the question asked. 

 When teaching the answers to (c) questions candidates 
Examiner Tip
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In this example we are particularly interested in the  (d) item as a good example - but 
please read and note the comments on the (b) and (c) for extra support especially 
concerning the quality of written communication.
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(b) 3 marks One developed reason; followed 
by a simple reason (slightly alternative in 
its approach). (c) Level 4 - 8 marks. The 
higher mark has been awarded for coherent 
communication.  (d) (i) 3 marks. Three 
reasons given in response to the statement. 
(d) (ii) 3 marks. Three reasons in response to 
the statement. With reference to Christianity.

Examiner Comments

(b) 3 marks One developed reason; followed 

Examiner Comments

 Candidates attempting the (d) items 
should ensure as in this case that 
they write the statement at the top 
of the answer.  This guides them into 
giving a response fi rstly to the correct 
(d) question, but also ensures they 
give reasons relating to the question. 

 Candidates attempting the (d) items 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a) 

  Most candidates answered this question well; very few did not receive full marks. 

    This is an example of one of the few that did not know the answer to this question. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 An example here of a confi dent understanding of the glossary defi ntion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The candidate gained no marks as the answer was incorrect. 

Examiner Comments

 The candidate gained no marks as the answer was incorrect. 

Examiner Comments

 Learn the glossary defi nitions, and how to use them 

Examiner Tip

The candidate received 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

The candidate received 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

 The words in the glossary that are easily confused by 
students can often be taught by playing games with 
the words and defi nitions.  

 The words in the glossary that are easily confused by 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b) (c) (d)

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion and then give a reason for it, 
however frequently the candidates simply described a religious upbringing which did not 
answer the question asked.

c) This question was well answered by candidates, who were able to name a programme 
and explain why it might affect their faith.  It was less well answered by candidates who 
described a whole programme or did not link them to how they might affect belief in God.

d) Some candidates did not recognise that this question was about whether God designed 
the world and that led to answers purely about creation which did not answer the question 
set

On media questions such as the example here it is important for a balanced and positive 
evaluation to take place.  A description of a programme will not go beyond level one, 
candidates must evaluate the programmes with reference to the question asked.
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 b) 4 marks.   The candidate gives two developed reasons.   (c) Level 2 - 4 
marks .  One programme is clearly identifi able.   An answer that did not 
do this could not progress past level 2.     The higher mark has been 
awarded for coherent communication.   (d) (i) 3 marks.   (d) (ii) 2 marks .

Examiner Comments
 b) 4 marks.   The candidate gives two developed reasons.   (c) Level 2 - 4 

Examiner Comments

 When studying the media give candidates a variety of programmes that can be 
used throughout the course. Choose fi lms and TV dramas that can be used in a 
variety of ways by the candidate in different areas of the specifi cation to make 
the best use of time.   It is essential that examples of religous people and religions 
are positive images. Some programmes referred to serve only to confi rm negetive 
sterotypes and do not encourage respect and understanding. 

 When studying the media give candidates a variety of programmes that can be 
Examiner Tip
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This candidate gains 14 marks overall.
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 (b) 4 marks given for   two developed reasons; note how the 
candidate has clearly identifi ed the two reasons.   (c) Level 2 - 4 
marks.   One programme is clearly identifi able. An answer that 
does not identify a programme cannot progress past level 2.   The 
higher mark has been awarded for coherent communication.   (d) 
(i) 3 marks. The candidate clearly states that they do agree with 
the statment and the reasons support this view.   (d) (ii) 3 marks. 
  The candidate refers to Christianity. 

Examiner Comments

 (b) 4 marks given for   two developed reasons; note how the 

Examiner Comments

 Candidates are advised to clearly identify their reasons 
for (b) and (d) answers.   Candidates should clearly 
state what their opinion is and make sure that the 
reasons support that point of view. 

 Candidates are advised to clearly identify their reasons 
Examiner Tip
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The candidate gains 14 marks over all.
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 b) 2 marks.   One developed reason.   (c) Level 4 - 8 marks   Four reasons given.   
One programme is clearly identifi able. This candidate successfully answers the 
question with reference to programmes studied.  The higher mark has been 
awarded for coherent communication.   (d)(i) 3 marks awarded here   (d)(ii) 1 
mark   "The world was not designed; it was created by the Big Bang" 

Examiner Comments

 b) 2 marks.   One developed reason.   (c) Level 4 - 8 marks   Four reasons given.   

Examiner Comments

 On the (d) items candidates must refer to Christianity 
or give some indication that can not be disputed by the 
examiner as a reference to Christian teaching or practice.  
For example a reference to the Bible would be enough. 

 On the (d) items candidates must refer to Christianity 
Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a) 

   Most candidates knew the glossary defi nition for euthanasisa. However there were some 
candidates who did not know the glossary defi nition but relied on defi nitions gained from 
the media or alternative sources.  The glossary defi nition highlights the fact that a person 
must be seriously ill whereas other sources use literal defi nitions such as 'an easy and 
gentle death' which do not indicate this and so were awarded partial marks.  

 

 

 

  

 Some candidates tried to put the defi nition into their own words.   

 
 

 

 

 

 The candidate gives a glossary defi nition. 

Examiner Comments

 The candidate gives a glossary defi nition. 

Examiner Comments

 Learn the key words from the 
specifi cation to avoid confusion. 
 Learn the key words from the 

Examiner Tip
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This example is a candidate who is trying to describe their understanding of euthansia but 
fails to give a clear defi nition.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this example the candidate gives a defi nition of murder.

Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate gives a defi nition of murder.

Examiner Comments

 Learn the glossary defi nitions and encourage candidates 
to write them in the answers to (a) questions. 

Examiner Tip
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 The candidate gained 1 mark for a partially 
correct answer - killing someone gently in 
a controlled enviroment, which could be 
understood as euthansia or capital punishment.  

Examiner Comments

 The candidate gained 1 mark for a partially 

Examiner Comments

 To be very safe, give the glossary defi nition.  To be very safe, give the glossary defi nition. 
Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b) (c ) (d)

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion about whether the media should be 
free to criticise what religions say about matters of life and death and then give a reason 
for it.  The more prepared candidates were able to refer to a film or programme to develop 
their answer.  

c) The majority of answers to this question were very good and candidates were able 
to  answer either by giving a number of non-religious reasons or by developing two or three 
reasons with examples. Some candidates made the mistake of using religious reasons in 
their answer which could not be credited as it did not answer the question. 

d) This question caused many problems for those candidates who did not know the law 
about abortion in the UK (many thought that it was legal in cases of rape – without 
identifying the parts of the UK this is true, and some thought a woman was allowed freedom 
to choose) 

This candidate gained 14 marks over all. It is a good example of the (d) item which caused 
some candidates a problem.
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(b)  2 marks. The candidate gives two simple reasons; but 
fails to develop the reason. (c) Level 3 - 6 marks. Three 
reasons given. The information is repeated, this can be a 
serious issue for some candidates who try to give four reasons 
by repeating the same reason in different words. The higher 
mark has been awarded for coherent communication. (d)(i) 
3 marks. Three simple reasons were given by the candidate.  
(d)(ii) 3 marks. Three simple reasons were given by the 
candidate. The candidate refers to Christianity.

Examiner Comments

(b)  2 marks. The candidate gives two simple reasons; but 

Examiner Comments
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The candidate misunderstood the (b) item and did very well on the (c) item.
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 Teachers should prepare students to answer questions carefully 
and ensure that the candidates have the information about the 
bullet points from the specifi cation. 

 Teachers should prepare students to answer questions carefully 
Examiner Tip

 (b) No marks awarded.   Response is not about what 'religions say 
about matters of life and death'. Candidates must answer the 
question to gain marks.   (c) Level 4 - 8 marks.   Four reasons given 
by the candidate.   The higher mark has been awarded for coherent 
communication.   (d)(i) 3 marks  . Three reasons given by the 
candidate.   (d)(ii) 3 marks  . Three reasons given by the candidate. 
  The candidate refers to Christianity. 

Examiner Comments

 (b) No marks awarded.   Response is not about what 'religions say 

Examiner Comments



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01 37



38 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01 39

(b) 1 mark. The candidate gains a mark for the right to free 
speech; but the rest of the answer is about criticising religion not 
what religions say about matters of life and death. (c) Level 4 - 8 
marks. The candidate has given four good reasons. The higher 
mark has been awarded for coherent communication. (d) (i) 3 
marks. (d) (ii) 3 marks. The candidate refers to Christianity using 
the 10 commandments as an example.

Examiner Comments

(b) 1 mark. The candidate gains a mark for the right to free 

Examiner Comments

 Many schools appear to have taught interpretations of the law 
on abortion not the actual law. There was also a difference in 
candidates who were taught from both perspectives.   'Abortion is 
legal in the UK in cases of...........' and 'Abortion is illegal in the UK 
except if.....'   In fact is it illegal unless certain conditions a met. 

 Many schools appear to have taught interpretations of the law 
Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a) 

  This question was answered very well.  Candidates had been taught the defi nitions and were 
able to use this to answer the question. 

    A fully correct answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gaining 2 marks

Examiner Comments

Gaining 2 marks

Examiner Comments

 If candidates do not have a clear understanding of the 
key word or terms then other questions throughout the 
paper may not be understood 

 If candidates do not have a clear understanding of the 

Examiner Tip
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Some candidates used their own wordings for the answers - this is not advisable as often 
they do not get to the actual defi nition given in the glossary. 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

This candidate was given two marks.

Examiner Comments

This candidate was given two marks.

Examiner Comments



42 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01

Question 4 (b) (c) (d)

b) Candidates were usually able to state their own opinion and then give at least two 
reasons for this opinion, the reasons were frequently not religious reasons and this is 
perfectly acceptable. Candidates who did less well were those who discussed turning off life 
support machines which is already legal in the UK. 

c) This was answered well by the majority of candidates, however there was a small group 
of students who gave good answers to the question of ‘how’ a Christian agency works to 
relieve world poverty, not why.

d) Most candidates responded well to the layout of the (d) question and were able to state 
their own opinion and give reasons for it in (d)(i) and then give an alternative opinion in (d)
(ii). Pleasingly candidates were able to give scriptural examples to develop their reasons 
why religious people believe in life after death. Unfortunately some candidates thought that 
only reincarnation and ghosts were life after death and that the heaven/hell view of what 
happens after a person dies was not life after death. 

This candidate gains 9 marks over all.
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(b) 2 marks. The candidate gives one developed reason.
(c) Level 2 - 4 marks. The reasons come in the fi nal few 
sentences. The higher mark has been awarded for coherent 
communication. (d) (i) 1 mark. The reason for believing in 
life after death being possible is not developed; the candidate 
develops the Christian teaching on life after death which is not the 
question. Reasons need to be developed to be awarded marks.
(d) (ii) 2 marks. The candidate refers to Christianity.

Examiner Comments

(b) 2 marks. The candidate gives one developed reason.

Examiner Comments

 Candidates should be taught to read the question 
carefully and answer the question asked. 
 Candidates should be taught to read the question 

Examiner Tip
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This candidate answers all the traits well gaining 18 marks.
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 (b) 4 marks.   Two developed reasons given, note again how the candidate has given 
two clear reasons stating 'secondly'.   (c) Level 2 - 8 marks.   Four reasons given by the 
candidate.   The higher mark has been awarded for coherent communication.   (d) (i) 3 
marks.   (d) (ii) 3 marks  . The candidate refers to Christianity. 

Examiner Comments

 (b) 4 marks.   Two developed reasons given, note again how the candidate has given 

Examiner Comments
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This candidate has not been prepared well for the examination, however they gain some 
marks.
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 (b) 0 marks awarded.   No reasons given only what the candidate 
thinks.   (c) Level 1 - 2 marks.   Awarded for fi nal sentence 'they want 
the world to be equal'.   The higher mark has been awarded for coherent 
communication.   (d) (i) 1 mark  . Awarded for proof of paranormal. 
 (d) (ii) 0 marks awarded.   No relevant information given .

Examiner Comments

 (b) 0 marks awarded.   No reasons given only what the candidate 

Examiner Comments

 Candidates should be taught to recognise the difference 
between 'what they think' and the reasons for their 
opinion.  Candidates should try not to leave blank 
spaces. An educated guess is better than nothing. 

 Candidates should be taught to recognise the difference 
Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a) 

  This question was not answered well.  Many candidates did not seem to have been prepared 
with the glossary defi nitions for this section. 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 

 This candidate was awarded two marks, they 
have the idea it involves many partners and 
they are not committed to them. 

Examiner Comments

 This candidate was awarded two marks, they 

Examiner Comments
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Correct defi nition - 2 marks The whole answer 
is seen here - despite the crossing out; 
Candidates are not penalised for this.

Examiner Comments

Correct defi nition - 2 marks The whole answer 

Examiner Comments

 Candidates should be prepared when they make mistakes 
to try and write in the spaces provided - even if it means 
altering the places where (c) or (b) are. They should be 
seriously discouraged from attaching extra papers to the 
script. There are spare pages at the end of the booklet 
and candidates should write 'see end of booklet' to indicate 
to the examiner the answer goes on somewhere else. 

 Candidates should be prepared when they make mistakes 
Examiner Tip
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 This candidate made a good guess, but did not answer 
the question correctly and therefore gained no marks. 

Examiner Comments
 This candidate made a good guess, but did not answer 

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b) (c) (d)

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion about whether sex outside marriage 
is acceptable. Most gave two reasons about premarital sex but some chose to agree with 
pre-marital sex and disagree with extra marital sex. As long as the candidate clearly 
indicated that both opinions were their point of view they could be credited. Less able 
students did not think of more than one reason. 

c) Many candidates could give either a good description of a Christian wedding ceremony 
but not link it to the purposes of marriage; or give the purposes of a Christian marriage and 
not link it to the ceremony.  The candidates therefore did not access the higher levels.  

d) This question was answered well. This example is of a candidate who gained all the 
marks available. 
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b) 4 marks. Two developed reasons given by candidate. (c) Level 4 
- 8 marks. Four reasons given by candidate. The higher mark has 
been awarded for coherent communication. (d) (i) 3 marks. (d) (ii) 
3 marks. The candidate refers to Christianity.

Examiner Comments

b) 4 marks. Two developed reasons given by candidate. (c) Level 4 

Examiner Comments

 Examples like this can be used to model answers for candidates.  Examples like this can be used to model answers for candidates. 
Examiner Tip
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This candidate gains 14 marks overall.
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b) 2 marks. One developed reason given by the 
candidate. (c) Level 4 - 8 marks. An example here 
of how the candidate clearly links the wedding to 
the purpose of marriage. The higher mark has been 
awarded for coherent communication. (d) (i) 2 marks. 
(d) (ii) 2 marks The candidate refers to Christianity.

Examiner Comments

b) 2 marks. One developed reason given by the 

Examiner Comments

 If in the (d) trait the candidate does not refer to 
Christianity in either (i) or (ii) the marks are reduced; the 
highest mark they can achieve is three out of the six. 

 If in the (d) trait the candidate does not refer to 
Examiner Tip
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This candidate does not do well on this question; gaining only 1 mark overall.
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 (b) 0 marks awarded  . The candidate gives two reasons 
- neither address the question.   (c) No level achieved. 
  No marks are awarded for written communication if a 
level for religious understanding has not been reached.  
 (d) (i) 1 mark   Ignore the reference to the wrong 
religion named - the family are Muslim not Christian; 
we are not assessing this information here - the mark is 
awarded for the use of this family as an example of an 
unhappy religious family.   (d) (ii)  no mark awarded.   The 
candidate refers to Christianity. 

Examiner Comments
 (b) 0 marks awarded  . The candidate gives two reasons 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a) 

   Most candidates knew the glossary defi nition for civil partnership as it is a new word for 
this specifi cation. However, many candidates used the inaccurate but popular term 'gay 
marriage' which was only partially credited. 

     In this question we are looking for the idea that it is a legal contract - and that it is for same 
sex couples.  

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 

This candidate gives a glossary defi nition and gains 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives a glossary defi nition and gains 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

A good answer again; gaining two marks.

Examiner Comments

A good answer again; gaining two marks.

Examiner Comments
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Partially correct defi nition - 1 mark. They refer 
to the contract as a marriage; covered in the 
mark scheme as 'gay marriage'

Examiner Comments

Partially correct defi nition - 1 mark. They refer 

Examiner Comments

 Teachers should use the mark scheme from previous 
years as a tool for teaching. 
 Teachers should use the mark scheme from previous 

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b) (c) (d)

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion about whether Christians should 
accept divorce and gave a developed reason linked to scripture and the nature of marriage. 
Some were unable to give any reasons why religious people should or should not accept 
divorce other than ‘everyone should be happy’ which meant they achieved low marks, 
similarly candidates who ignore the element in the question referring to ‘Christians’ 
achieved low marks. 

c) Well answered by the majority of candidates, who were able to give several ways 
churches help keep families together.  In some cases candidates went off into information 
surrounding religious upbringing and lost marks. The less able candidates gained level one 
for going to church together/having common interests but failed to develop this or explain 
how this kept the family together.

d) The question was well answered by candidates.

This candidate gains full marks.  This is included as a model answer.
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 Notice in this answer that the candidate clearly defi nes the 
different reasons given saying 'fi rstly', 'secondly' etc.  

Examiner Comments

 Notice in this answer that the candidate clearly defi nes the 

Examiner Comments
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This candidates struggles with these questions and gains six marks.
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 (b) 2 marks.   (c) Level 1 - 2 marks .  The mark has been awarded 
for coherent communication.   (d) (i) 1 mark  . (d) (ii) 1 mark .
 The candidate refers to Christianity. 

Examiner Comments

 (b) 2 marks.   (c) Level 1 - 2 marks .  The mark has been awarded 

Examiner Comments
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This candidate gains 13 marks over all.
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(b) 3 marks. One reason given by the candidate' safer to get a 
divorce' developed by 'lesser of two evils' and a second simple 
reason; 'trust them' (c) Level 3-6 marks. Three reasons given. 
The higher mark has been awarded for coherent communication.
(di) 1 mark (dii) 1 marks. The candidate refers to Christianity.

Examiner Comments

(b) 3 marks. One reason given by the candidate' safer to get a 

Examiner Comments
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This candidate gives good answers and gains 16 marks.



76 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01 77



78 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01

 (b) 4 marks.   Two developed reasons given by the candidate.   (c) Level 3 - 
6 marks.   Three ways given: Summarised as 'worship', 'lessons' and 'god 
parent' extended family.   (d) (i) 3 marks.   One developed reason.   One simple 
reason.   (d) (ii) 3 marks.   One developed reason.   One simple reason. 

Examiner Comments

 (b) 4 marks.   Two developed reasons given by the candidate.   (c) Level 3 - 

Examiner Comments

 The (d) answers must refer to Christianity.  The (d) answers must refer to Christianity. 
Examiner Tip



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01 79

Question 7 (a) 

   This question is based on section four in the specifi cation. Each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specifi cation. 

   Question 7 was a slightly more popular choice than question 8. 

   It was noticeable that many of question 7 and 8 were not complete, candidates should be 
advised to spend about 20 minutes on each question. 

   Most candidates knew the glossary defi nition for discrimination. However, many candidates 
used the word discriminate within their defi nition which was only partially credited.  

     This candidate is confi dent about the defi nition and gives a good answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Correct defi nition - 2 marks. Given because 
they say 'the act of prejudice'.

Examiner Comments
Correct defi nition - 2 marks. Given because 

Examiner Comments

 Candidates should learn the glossary defi ntions. 

Examiner Tip
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 No marks for this candidate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The candidate gives an incorrect defi nition - no marks 
awarded. This refers to prejudice not discrimination

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives an incorrect defi nition - no marks 

Examiner Comments

 When words are connected like prejudice and discrimination 
candidates must be able to distinguish between them. 
 When words are connected like prejudice and discrimination 

Examiner Tip
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 The candiate gives a correct defi nition - 2 marks 

Examiner Comments

 The candiate gives a correct defi nition - 2 marks 

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b) (c) (d)

It was noticeable that many of questions 7 and 8 were not complete; candidates should be 
advised to spend about 20 minutes on each question.

b) Better candidates recognised that this was a question asking about women’s rights in 
religion and they were able to gain good marks by developing either scriptural examples or 
examples from the media, often the Vicar of Dibley. Lower scoring responses did not realize 
that the question was not a general one on women’s rights in society and as they did not 
answer the question set they were not awarded any marks. 

c) Community cohesion and the government is a new topic for this specification although 
the reasons for it can be gleaned from the reasons for the advantages of social harmony.  
This was well answered by candidates who had learned reasons for government action. 
However many candidates simply described the governmental action limiting them  
to level 1.

 d) Most candidates were able to respond to the quote but failed to give substantive reasons 
why conversion might be positive or negative. Some candidates gave very negative answers 
and were unable to think of any positives. It is important that candidates are encouraged to 
discuss reasons why people might hold different views to their own. 

This candidate answered the questions well and gained 14 marks.



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01 83



84 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01 85



86 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01

  
 

 

 

 

(b) 3 marks. One developed reason and one simple reason. (c) 
Level 3 - 6 marks. The levels were reached at 'racism', 'war', and 
'bonds formed'. The higher mark has been awarded for coherent 
communication. (d) (i) 2 marks. Reached at 'other religious' and 
'which is wrong'; (d ) (ii) 3 marks. One simple reason followed by a 
developed reason. The candidate refers to Christianity.

Examiner Comments

(b) 3 marks. One developed reason and one simple reason. (c) 

Examiner Comments

 In terms of marking please note that the candidate 
must give two reasons on a (b) item.  If they just 
give one they can not get more than 2 marks.   

 In terms of marking please note that the candidate 
Examiner Tip
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(b) 2 marks. Two simple reasons given by the candidate. 
(c) Level 3 - 6 marks. This is an alternative approach and is 
awarded by using the levels; we recognise that we have many 
centres whose candidates approach the paper from a unique 
perspective but they are not incorrect. These candidates need 
to gain the marks they deserve, using the levels. The higher 
mark has been awarded for coherent communication. We 
saw a lot of answers to this question which explain why the 
government works for community cohesion by saying what 
would happen if they did not. (d) (i) 3 marks (d) (ii). 3 marks. 
The candidate refers to Christianity

Examiner Comments

(b) 2 marks. Two simple reasons given by the candidate. 

Examiner Comments

 The (d) item is about religious rights; candidates must 
be taught to read the question carefully and answer it 
with reference to the statement asked. 

 The (d) item is about religious rights; candidates must 

Examiner Tip
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The candidate gains two marks.

Examiner Comments

The candidate gains two marks.

Examiner Comments

Question 8 (a) 

  There was some confusion over this defi nition.  The glossary defi nition is always the best 
one for candidates to give as per the specifi cation and mark scheme. However, candidates 
also must have an understanding of the words, this improves the answer to the rest of the 
questions.  

 In this question there is a distinct difference between the right to practice your faith/beliefs 
and the right to believe what you want. Religious freedom indicates that some other people, 
government or external force limits that freedom for some people. Personal belief cannot be 
limited only the outward show of that belief. 

    This candidates gives a correct defi nition. 
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 An incorrect defi ntion. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Correct defi ntion 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Awarded no marks.

Examiner Comments

Awarded no marks.

Examiner Comments

 Awarded 2 marks. 

Examiner Comments

 Awarded 2 marks. 

Examiner Comments



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01 93

Question 8 (b) (c) (d)

 On the whole this question was not answered well. It appears that candidates ran out of 
time. 20 minutes is allocated to each question, some candidates are writing more than 
needed to gain marks and should be taught to approach the examination paper wisely to 
gain all the marks possible.

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion as to whether living in a multi-faith 
society causes problems and then give reasons for it, pleasingly most candidates saw it as a 
positive and gave examples from personal experience. However some candidates confused 
multi-faith with multi-ethnic and did not answer the question set and gained few marks. 

c) This question was well answered by candidates who were able to use their biblical 
knowledge to give a number of reasons. Less able candidates either failed to answer this 
question or were unable to give more than one accurate reason. General  answers achieved 
only low level marks. 

d) Most candidates were able to respond to the quote but failed to give religious reasons 
why treatment is equal or unequal. A few gave answers that were not based within the UK 
and so gained few marks. 
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 (b) 2 marks - two simple reasons are given.   (c) No 
marks awarded - no relevant reasons are given.   No 
religious understanding level gained therefore no written 
communication mark awarded.   (d) (i) 1 mark was 
awarded for a simple reason for the opinion given. 
 (d) (ii) no marks awarded.   Not answered the question. 
 The candidate refers to Christianity. 

Examiner Comments

 (b) 2 marks - two simple reasons are given.   (c) No 

Examiner Comments
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   Not about religious people   (c) no marks awarded - no 
relevant reasons   (please note this question is about the UK)  
 No religious understanding level gained therefore no written 
communication mark awarded.   (d) (i) 1 mark  
 (d) (ii) 3 marks .  The candidate refers to Chritianity. 

Examiner Comments

   Not about religious people   (c) no marks awarded - no 

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Teachers and candidates should note these general points in order to improve candidate’s 
achievement in future years: 

There is a choice of two questions per section, each of these has four sub questions, 
candidates can either attempt the sub-questions in the top questions (odd numbers) or the 
sub-questions in the bottom question (even numbered). Candidates who choose questions 
from a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all their responses 
and as such are at a clear disadvantage.

Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by putting a cross in a 
box at the top of the paper. Some candidates did not do this and they should be reminded 
to do this as part of examination preparation.

The amount of lines given on the examination paper is more than adequate for candidates 
to achieve maximum marks. There is no need for candidates to write more than this. If 
candidates write more than can be inserted into the allocated linage, then they are using up 
too much time on that particular question. Almost all the candidates who used extra paper 
had already achieved maximum marks on that question. Any candidate who needs extra 
space can use that space allocated to other questions as long as they clearly indicate on 
their paper that this is what they have done.

A number of candidates did not complete the final section due to timing difficulties. 
Candidates should be encouraged to spend about twenty minutes per question leaving about 
ten minutes to check through their work at the end of the paper.

Candidates produced some very interesting answers to the questions posed. This indicated 
that they and their teachers had not only studied the topic but importantly had linked them 
to their everyday life and that reflected in the society around them.

Maximum marks on the part (a) questions are easily gained by learning the Edexcel 
glossary definitions. 

Only the candidate’s point of view is credited in part (b) questions. The easiest way to gain 
full marks is for candidates to concentrate on stating their opinion and writing two separate 
reasons for it, each in a distinct paragraph, and then to develop each of the reasons with an 
example or a quote.

Candidates can gain the higher mark within the level, on part (c) questions by writing 
coherently. Part (c) questions test AO1 and so will either ask for candidates to ‘Explain why’ 
or to ‘Explain how’.

Many of the part (d) questions this year produced interesting answers. However candidates 
should ensure that they start by stating their own view and reasons for it in the  part (d)
(i) and then state reasons why someone might hold a different view in part (d) (ii) rather 
than mixing the two halves.  At least one of the reasons given in either (d) (i) or (d) (ii) 
must be explicitly religious to go beyond 3 marks. The (d) questions on this unit can ask for 
the candidate to refer Christianity. 

Teachers who would like to learn more about the specification should attend one of the 
Edexcel training events details of which can be found on the Edexcel website. Specific 
queries can be answered through the Ask the Expert service which is also found on the 
Edexcel website.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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