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Introduction
1RB0 2D, GQ Summer 2019

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies B – Beliefs in Action

Paper 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Peace and Conflict

Option 2D – Buddhism

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The paper includes four questions, each covers

a section of the specification; candidates are expected to answer all four questions. There is no

element of choice on the paper. The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification rather than other published

resources when planning and teaching the course content. The examination is set from the

specification.

This paper allows an in depth study of Buddhism as a lived religion within the United Kingdom, and

its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically about the issues of peace and conflict and crime and

punishment. This unit is the largest of the Buddhism papers on the specification and it engages the

interest of young people, as it addresses many Buddhist beliefs and teachings in addition to some

issues affecting young people today.
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Buddhist Beliefs

Bullet point 1.8 – Buddhist ethical teachings

The question asked was:

Outline three of the paramitas.

The candidates needed to provide an outline (not a list) of three of the paramitas (six perfections).

Although this is on the specification some candidates confused it with other Buddhist teachings.

The candidate is awarded 0 marks.

Examiners awarded one mark for each belief identified and written as an

outline (in a sentence).

The candidate outlines three of the Five Precepts rather than the

paramitas, which is incorrect so they are not credited with any marks.

Candidates should be familiar with all of the specification.
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The candidate writes three sentences outlining three paramitas. They gain three marks.

The candidate writes three sentences outlining three paramitas.

Generosity is a paramita (1) Meditative concentration is a paramita (1)

Honesty is a paramita (1)

These are fairly repetitive but each sentence is an outline.

Teachers should refer to the specification for specialist terms that might

be used in questions.

Candidates should make sure they write three distinct sentences.
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.1 – The life of the Buddha

The question asked was:

Explain two ways in which the Buddha’s enlightenment is important.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must link to the reason given and to the question asked.

This question was answered well by candidates who recognised the question was specifically about

the Buddha's enlightenment rather than enlightenment as a Buddhist belief.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gives one developed way:

Way One – Showing that you can escape the wheel of samsara (1)

Candidates should try to link their response directly to the question to

ensure they have addressed the question.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed beliefs:

Way One – Shows previous beliefs about enlightenment are wrong (1)

Development One – living a miserable life will not lead to escaping

samsara (1)

Way Two – anyone can become enlightened (1) Development Two – with

enough dedication (1)

There is extra information but maximum marks have been awarded.
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If candidates run out of space for an answer they should write elsewhere

in the booklet or on spare paper and indicate in the space for the question

that they have done this.
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Buddhist Beliefs

Bullet point 1.5 – Third Noble Truth

The question asked was:

Explain two Buddhist beliefs about tanha.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two beliefs were required, and both

needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must relate to the belief given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’; this must support

the belief given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

This question was answered well by those candidates who knew what tanha was and not well by

those who simply guessed and usually guessed saying it was a positive thing.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gives one belief: Belief One – it is the cause of suffering (1)
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(c) items are point marked.

This candidate was awarded 5 marks.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for beliefs, 2 for the development

of each belief and one for an accurate source that relates to 0ne of the

beliefs given. Belief One – Tanha is the source of all dukkha (one) Source –

phenomena are proceeded by the heart (1). The reference given is correct

but it is not required. Development One – shows the state of your heart

directly influences your actions (1) Belief Two – tanha can be eliminated (1)

Development Two – through living the ‘middle way’ to (1)
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Sources of wisdom and authority.

The source must support the reason  / teaching / belief / way given. If the

source is attributed to the wrong person / source / numerical reference it

cannot be credited. Numerical references on their own are not credited;

the candidate must use it correctly e.g. not just write Dhammapada 197.

The source of wisdom can be given as a recognisable paraphrase.
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Question 1 (d) 

On (d) items the focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d items.

The candidates are being assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,

including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement considers the arguments for and against and reaches

a justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the validity of the arguments used /

appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons

for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames

restricted the flow of the arguments, restricting student’s progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Buddhist Beliefs

Bullet point 1.6 – Fourth Noble Truth

The question asked:

‘It is easy for a Buddhist to live by the principles of sila.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Buddhist teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. In the specification bullet 1.6 does not require a study on a non-religious

perspective. Candidates who included non-religious views self-penalised as this information would

have been ignored.

(d) items are level marked, they are not point marked. The candidate gains 5 marks in total – the

candidate has reached Level 3 and was awarded 1 mark and then 3 marks for SPaG
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Level 1 2 marks SPaG 3

This candidate has provided a little information on religion and belief

which is not entirely incorrect.

Not Level 2: insufficient accurate information

2 marks middle of the mark range for level 1 awarded.

If you wish to award a candidate SPaG 0 or 1 send it to review

SPaG was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.
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Candidates should be aware that appraisal is not adding to their

reasoning, it is an assessment of the validity of the argument they have

given. Thus limited reasoning followed by an attempt at appraisal – e.g.

this is a strong reason – will not be sufficient.

Candidates should not refer to material that is not asked for – if a question

does not ask for a non-religious response and the candidate provides it

this part of the answer will not gain any credit.
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(d) items are level marked; they are not point marked. The candidate gains 11 marks in total.
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Level 3 – 8 marks SPaG 3

There is accurate religious information among many of the elements

including arguments for and against and there is some attempt at

appraisal at the end of each paragraph.

Level 3 not Level 2 as the judgements supported by appraisal of the

argument at the end are weak and more subject content would make a

stronger response.

Not Level 4: the accuracy is not sustained and there is not a

comprehensive appraisal of the arguments.

8 marks in the middle of the mark range for Level 3 awarded. Better Level

3 would be more precise and contain more appraisal of the evidence.

Candidates should ensure they take opportunities to assess and analyse

the validity of the evidence supporting the statement.
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment.

Bullet point 2.8 – Buddhist attitudes towards the death penalty.

The question asked was:

Outline three Buddhist teachings about capital punishment.

The candidates needed to provide any Buddhist teaching, not specifically scripture teachings. They

could be any teaching a Buddhist might follow.

(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points. Some candidates may answer

using a list which is not an outline and thus can only receive 1 mark according to the mark scheme.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gives three teachings: it should not be allowed (1). This is

then developed

Because it uses violence (1). This is developed

As the person could be reformed (1)

The last word is not on a line and had to be marked in another system – if

a candidate can’t write on the lines in the question they should ask for

extra paper to write on.
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It helps candidates and examiners if candidates record each teaching

separately.
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate has given 3 accurate teachings.

However part of their answer is not in the space for the response – this is

partially due to the way they have written a lot for each outline.

Five Precepts … excludes the use of the death penalty (1) the quote is not

needed; an action is not right if it involves causing death (1) again lots of

extra material (1) because so much information was above this was

completed elsewhere.

If a candidate runs out of space for an answer it is usually because they

have written too much - they should practice answering in the space

provided, this may also help with timing issues.
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment

Bullet point 2.3 – Buddhist teachings about good, evil and suffering.

The question asked was:

Explain two Buddhist teachings about good actions.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two teachings are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must be of the teaching given and to the question asked.

The question was straightforward and most candidates recognised that these are what most

Buddhists would refer to as skilful actions. Many answers discussed the karmic effect of good

actions and gained high marks.

(b) items are point marked – Two developed teachings are required.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for teachings and 2 for the

development of each teaching. The candidate gives one teaching; there is

no development. Teaching One – do something good something good will

come back around (1).
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It helps to write an answer which divides into 2 paragraphs, each

containing a reason and a development.

22     GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 2D



The candidate is awarded 4 marks. The candidate gives two developed teachings.

Teaching One – rewarded with karma (1) Development One – depending

on how much good karma you receive (1) (then development) Teaching

Two – following the 8fold path under the Right Action (1) Development

Two – escape the wheel of life (1)

There is much extra material in this answer.

A source can be accepted as a development of a reason.
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment

Bullet point 2.5 – Buddhist attitudes towards the aims of punishment

The question asked was:

Explain two Buddhist beliefs about the aims of punishment.

Candidates needed to answer giving beliefs about the aims of punishment - so they need to look at

aims specifically, not punishment in general.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and both

need to be developed. They must also correctly use a source of wisdom in their answer which must

be identifiable, relevant and linked to the way given in the answer.

(c) items are point marked. The candidate is awarded 5 marks.
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(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for beliefs, 2 for the development

of each belief and one for an accurate source that relates to the belief

given.

Belief One – You should reform prisoners' crime (1) Development One –

turning them around (1)

Source – all fear death, all fear the stick (1)

Belief Two - Should be imprisoned to protect society (1)

Development Two – makes people feel safer (1)

Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the

specification in order to achieve higher grades. It is best to check that

materials used in centres cover the specification.
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(c) items are point marked. (c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for beliefs, 2 for the

development of each belief and one for an accurate source that relates to the belief given. The

candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two beliefs: these are developed and there is an

accurate source of wisdom. Belief One – mainly reformation (1) then

development not needed Development One – change the actions of the

criminal (1)

Source – I was tamed by the kind words of the compassionate Buddha (1)

Belief Two - Should show metta to the criminal (1)

Development Two – by upaya kausalya (1)

There is extra information in both paragraphs which whilst accurate does

not add to the answer in a way that can be credited.
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The source must be relevant and used as part of the candidate's

reasoning.
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Question 2 (d) 

The (d) question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the validity of the

arguments used / appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent

answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, restricting student’s progression

to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment

Bullet point 2.2 – Buddhist attitudes towards crime.

The question asked was:

‘Buddhist groups should work to end crime.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. Candidates needed to have a

greater understanding of the concept

In your response you should:

refer to Buddhist teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

The statement was designed to evaluate the work of Buddhist groups mentioned in the

specification; better candidates referred to the specific groups, however most did not. Many were

able to evaluate the concepts behind such work effectively without mentioning them.
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The candidate gains marks 2. The candidate has reached level 1 and was awarded 2 marks which is

the middle of Level 1.
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Level 1, 2 marks

Level 1 some information is identified, there are superficial connections

and a limited range of elements.

Not Level 2: insufficient connections made, too many inaccuracies, no

judgements.

2 marks the middle of the mark range for Level 1 awarded, as the second

and third paragraphs contain the same ideas.

It is important to use the level descriptors to find the level rather than look

for number of facts – facts are AO1.

There are many different ways to answer (d) items and gain marks; a

template will not assure good marks.
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This question does not have SPaG marks – it is out of 12. The candidate gains 8 marks.
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Level 3 – 8 marks

There is accurate religious information among many of the elements

including arguments for and against and there is some attempt at

appraisal at the end of each paragraph.

Level 3, not Level 2 as the judgements supported by appraisal of the

argument at the end are weak and more subject content would make a

stronger response.

Not Level 4: the accuracy is not sustained and there is not a

comprehensive appraisal of the arguments

8 marks in the middle of the mark range for Level 3 awarded. Better

Level 3 would be more precise and contain more appraisal of the

evidence.

Appraisal shows:

The value of the evidence provided / the strength of the answer / the

validity of the chains in the answer/ a consideration of what is written in

order to answer the questions (rather than which side they agree with) / a

measurement of which side is more logical / an assessment of which is the

more compelling argument / an understanding of which argument is more

convincing or rational or cogent.
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Question 3 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Buddhist Life.

Bullet point 3. 8 Festivals and retreats.

The question asked was:

Outline three ways Lama Tsong Khapa Day may be celebrated.

The candidates needed to provide examples of activities Buddhists might participate in on Lama

Tsong Khapa Day, not reasons why they celebrate it. However many candidates did not know the

celebration and gave general answers and many left the answer blank. Candidates should be

familiar with all of the specification as questions are based on it.

(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points. This candidate is awarded 1

mark. The candidate did not provide an outline, they gave a list.

Three activities are required. This candidate has answered using a list

which is not an outline and thus can only receive 1 mark according to the

mark scheme

Lots of meditation /offering may be given / mantra recitation (1) All types

identified in the list are correct – if any one type was incorrect it would get

0 marks.

Three separate sentences are a good idea.
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(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points. This candidate is awarded

3 marks.

(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points. This

candidate is awarded 3 marks.

Buddhists will meditate and chant about Je Tsong Khapa (1)

Buddhists will light incense (1)

Buddhists will go to the vihara (1)

Each belief / reason / teaching needs to be in its own standalone sentence

to be an outline.
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Question 3 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Buddhist Life

Bullet point 3.4 – Features of Buddhist places of worship

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons gompas are important for Buddhists.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must link to the reason given and to the question asked.

Candidates do need to study the whole specification in this bullet; there are 4 different places of

worship in 3.4 that need to be studied. Many candidates did not know what a gompa was and

although left this blank some of the ‘alternative’ responses were very interesting.

(b) items are point marked – Two developed reasons are required. The candidate is awarded

1 mark.

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for reasons and 2 marks

for the development of each reason. The candidate gives one developed

reason in a lot of detail and does not attempt a second reason. Reason

One – Best place to become enlightened (1).

Examples linked to the reason given are a good form of development.
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(b) items are point marked – Two developed reasons are required. The candidate is awarded

4 marks.

Note they do this in a succinct way and only use half the available lines – many candidates write too

much and still fail to gain full marks.

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for reasons and 2 marks

for the development of each reason. The candidate gives two developed

reasons: Reason One – focus their minds (1) Development One – on

worship with no distractions (1) Reason Two – a place to see monks (1)

Development Two – dhamma to be passed onto others (1)

Writing reasons in separate paragraphs like this candidate is a good idea.
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Question 3 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Buddhist Life

Bullet point 3.1 – Meditation

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why metta bhavana is important for Buddhists

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a

source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the

question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

Many candidates discussed metta rather than metta bhavana and this limited the marks they

accessed.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.
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The candidate gives one developed reason. Reason One – taught by the

Buddha to show love (1)

Development One – positive minds created good karma (1)

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the

development of each reason and one for an accurate source that relates

to the reason given.
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(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the development of each reason and one

for an accurate source that relates to the reason given. The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two reasons: these are developed and there is an

accurate source of wisdom Reason One – helps an individual cultivate

metta (1) Development One – follows the right effort (1)

Reason Two – Buddha also meditated (1) Development Two – the reason

why he was kind (1) Source – I was tamed by the kind words of the

compassionate Buddha (1)

Sources can be paraphrased, however they must be recognisable.
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Question 3 (d) 

In (d) items candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,

including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the validity of the arguments used /

appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons

for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames

restricted the flow of the arguments restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Buddhist Life

Bullet point 3.2 Chanting

The question asked:

‘Greater understanding is gained by chanting.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Buddhist teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. If candidates included a non-religious argument it was ignored.
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The candidate gains 6 marks in total.

Level 1 – 3 marks plus 3 marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

Level 1 some information is identified, there are superficial connections

and a limited range of elements

Not Level 2: insufficient connections made and no judgements

2 marks the middle of the mark range for Level 1 awarded.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning

overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.
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Candidates can write on the exam paper to plan and cross out as they

complete the elements required.
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The candidate gains 12 marks in total.
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Level 3 – 9 marks SPaG – 3 marks

There is accurate religious information among many of the elements

reasons for and against, using specialist information although this is not

sustained.

Level 3, not Level 2, as there are some judgements supported by good

appraisal of the argument.

Not Level 4 as there is not a comprehensive appraisal of the arguments.

9 marks in the top of the mark range for Level 3 awarded.

Candidates should be able to assess the strength of the arguments they

have used.
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Question 4 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict

Bullet point 4.6 – Buddhist attitudes to war

The question asked was:

Outline three Buddhist teachings about war.

The candidates needed to provide teachings: these did not have to be scriptural but did need to be

teachings a Buddhist might follow.

(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points. This candidate is awarded 1

mark.

The candidate was awarded one mark for one accurate response

identified. Upaya kausala should be used to determine whether a war is

just (1)

Some candidates answered using a list which is not an outline and thus

could only receive 1 mark according to the mark scheme.
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The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

They were awarded one mark for each teaching they outlined.

Not supported as one should not kill (1)

Ahimsa is a key Buddhist belief (1)

It does not show metta (1)

Candidates should provide 3 full sentences to answer an a) item.
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Question 4 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict

Bullet point 4.1 – Buddhist attitudes toward peace

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why peace is important for Buddhists.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must be linked to the reason given and to the question asked.

Candidates were able to access this question easily and many gained maximum marks.

(b) items are point marked – Two developed reasons are required. The candidate is awarded 1

mark.

The candidate gives one reason.

Reason One – Because you can become enlightened when you have inner

peace (1)

Candidates should ensure they read the secondary command word in

each question; in this case it is reason.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

Reason One – Peace helps them meditate (1) Development One – and get

a greater understanding of things (1)

Reason Two – Peace… prevents destruction (1) Development Two – and an

absence of suffering (1)

The extra information in the question is not required.

Candidates should try to vary their answers as much as possible to avoid

overlapping material.
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Question 4 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict

Bullet point 4.4 – Buddhist attitudes to pacifism.

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons some Buddhists might support passive resistance.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a

source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be linked to the reason given and to

the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’; this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

This item intended to gain responses explicitly about passive resistance which is a very Buddhist

concept. However a few candidates did not know what passive resistance was and were not able to

respond accurately.

Candidates should be aware of all the specialist terminology in the specification.
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The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gives one reason. Reason One – support people and

possibly bring people together (1)

Candidates should learn the specialist terms in the specification.
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(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the development of each reason and one

for an accurate source that relates to the reason given. The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two responses: these are developed with an accurate

source of wisdom. Reason One – never permissible to engage in violence

(1) Source- lay the knife down (1)

Development One – they should not retaliate (1) Response Two – the first

moral precept is do not harm (1) (source used as a reason) Development

Two – support passive resistance in order to reach enlightenment (1).

In a source the candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it

word for word.
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Question 4 (d) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict

Bullet point 4.5 – Christian attitudes to the Just War Theory.

The question asked:

‘The is no such thing as a Just War.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Buddhist teachings

refer to relevant ethical arguments

reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that as required in the bullet point in the question candidates are required to give an

ethical argument to get beyond Level 2.

Candidates were able to give knowledge and understanding of this issue, sometimes at length, but

very few were analytical in their approach and limited themselves to Level 2 as a best fit.

The candidate has reached Level 1 and was awarded 2 marks.
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Level 1, 2 marks

Level 1: some information is identified, there are no connections

connections and a limited range of elements; there are no ethical

arguments and no conclusion.

Not Level 2: insufficient connections made, no judgements.

2 marks, the middle of the mark range for Level 1 awarded.

Candidates should be familiar with the requirements in the levels' mark

schemes.
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This question does not have SPaG marks – it is out of 12.

The candidate gains 8 marks.
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Level 3 – 8 marks

There is accurate religious information among many of the elements

including arguments for and against and there is some attempt at

appraisal at the end of each paragraph.

Level 3, not Level 2, as the judgements supported by appraisal of the

argument at the end are weak and more subject content would make a

stronger response.

Not Level 4: the accuracy is not sustained and there is not a

comprehensive appraisal of the arguments.

8 marks in the middle of the mark range for Level 3 awarded. Better Level

3 would be more precise and contain more appraisal of the evidence.

Candidates must use their AO1 skills to evaluate and analyse to gain

higher levels in (d) items.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Answer (a) items in outlines, i.e. in full sentences

Provide 3 sentences for (a) items, each on a separate line

(b) items should have 2 developed reasons, not more than 2

development may be 1) examples, 2) quotes, 3) extra relevant material

development must link to the reason given and answer the question set

(c) items are similar to (b) items but should also use a source as a fifth element

the source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable

the source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given

(d) item responses must show AO2 skills to get high marks

(d) items must show an appraisal of the argument, not simply rely on a set format

Level descriptors should be used to mark (d) items, not point marking
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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