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Introduction
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies B Paper 1: Area of Study 3 – Study of Religion Option 3G – Sikhism.

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The assessment consists of four questions,

candidates must answer all four questions. The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centres are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

The area of study comprises a study in depth of Sikhism as a lived religion within the United

Kingdom and throughout the world, and its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically about

Philosophy of Religion and issues of equality and social justice.

On the whole, the candidates' knowledge of Sikhism, including Sikh beliefs and Living a Sikh life,

was of a high standard.

Section 2 and 4 were not of a high standard, however most candidates made an attempt to answer

most of the questions asked, although more of a Sikh input would have been more beneficial. A lot

of answers were generic and lacked divergent views.
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Sikh Beliefs. Bullet point 1.3 - ‘The purpose and

significance of life as an opportunity to unite with God'.

The question asked was:

"Outline three ways a Sikh will try to unite with God".

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) questions. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of three

marks.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)
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The candidate achieved 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three ways :

1. Naam japna

2. Kirat Karna

3. Vand chakna

Although two are not mentioned in the markscheme they are credit-worthy,

as it related to becoming a Gurmukh and hence uniting with God.

Centres should teach from the specificaton and students should write in

three full sentences to gain full marks.
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The candidate achieved 2 marks.

The candidate gave 2 simple ways

1.Sewa

2. praying to God

The candidate achieved 1 mark.

The candidate gave one simple way

1.Praying

The second part is just repeating the question.

Candidates could be taught to write 3 separate sentences
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Sikh Beliefs. Bullet point 1.2 - ‘God as Creator'.

The question asked was:

"Explain two Sikh teachings about God as Creator".

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) questions.

Therefore, two teachings are required, and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development

consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples.

The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

The candidate achieved 0 marks.

Although this is part of the Mool mantar, it is not relevant to the question on

God as Creator.
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Sikh Beliefs. Bullet point 1.6 - ‘The oneness of humanity:

how the equality of all humans is shown in the Guru Granth Sahib'.

The question asked was:

"Explain two ways equality is shown in the Guru Granth Sahib".

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required, and

both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’. This must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development, it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom:

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

If examiners are unsure, they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and ‘Bible’

or ‘Christian teaching’.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Guru Granth Sahib 15) in brackets the

paraphrase can have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Guru Nanak and it was Guru Gobing Singh or vice versa; and the quote is

not accredited to them, it is not awarded.

8     GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3G



The candidate achieved 5 marks.

The candidate gave 2 developed reasons with a source of wisdom.

1. Everyone is 'Fashioned from the same clay' (source of wisdom), this shows

that everyone comes from the same origin regardless of who they are

developed by, therefore everyone is equal as we are all God's children.

2. The Mool mantar states that God is without hate, developed by, implying

that all Sikhs should follow this and not show hatred to anyone as we are all

equal.

Some candidates attempted to force a source of wisdom that they had

learned into every answer. This often meant they did not answer the question

at all. The reference needs to be part of the answer.

Questions need to be read thoroughly. Some candidates did not reference

the link to the Guru Granth Sahib and wrote about how Sikhs show equality in

general.
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) questions. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates gave excellent answers giving reasons for and against

but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the

arguments restricting student’s progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Sikh Beliefs Bullet point 1.1. ‘The nature of God: how the

characteristics of God are shown in the Mool Mantar.... and why the Characteristics are important

and why the Mool Mantar are important for Sikhs'.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point nor on the question are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was:

"The Mool Mantar explains everything Sikhs need to know about God."

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Sikh teachings

reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate achieved 4 marks.

The candidate reached level 1 and was awarded 1 mark and then given 3

marks for SPAG.

The candidate gained Level 1 because:

Infornmation/issues are identified and the answer is very superficial, hence

the lower end of the level.

SPAG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because

•The candidate spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy.

•The candidate uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning

overall.

•The candidate uses a good range of specialist terms as appropriately.

Prepare students to not argue that the statement is true or false, but why the

reasons given for can be disputed by the alternative opinion. Why do one

group of Sikhs say one thing and the other group say their argument is

incorrect, or is weak?
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The candidate achieved 6 marks in total.

The candidate reached level 1 and was awarded 3 marks and then given 3

marks for SPAG.

The candidate achieved a Level 1 because:

Information/issues are identified and make superficial connections, among a

limited range of elements in the question, underpinned by isolated elements

of understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements are supported by generic argumenrts to produce a conclusion

that is not fully justified.

Teach the candidates to look at the statement and critically deconstruct

religious information leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning.

This candidate wrote about Guru Nanak which does not analyse or evaluate

the statement.

SPAG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

• The candidate spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy.

• The candidate uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning

overall.

• The candidate uses a good range of specialist terms as appropriately.
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion. Bullet point 2.5 - Sikh attitudes

towards religious experience: ..... the nature of a religious experience within Sikhism.....'

The question asked was:

"Outline three examples of religious experiences in Sikhism".

The candidate achieved 0 marks.

The candidate did not fully understand the question.

Candidates should be trained to write three separate sentences to encourage

them to outline three examples.

Candidates should understand what a religious experience is.
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The candidate gained 3 marks.

The candidate gave 3 examples of a religious experience in Sikhism.

1. Guru Nanak and the river experience

2. Guru Nanak and the boulder

3. The blood and milk sakhi

A lot of candidates could only give 2 examples. This area of the specification

needs to be developed by teachers.
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.6 - ‘The Design argument and its

use in Siukhism .....and what it shows about the nature of God'.

The question asked was:

"Explain two things the design argument shows about the nature of God".

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required, and

both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The candidate achieved 4 marks.

The candidate gave 2 developed answers.

1. Design argument shows that God is all powerful developed by, 'He created

all in existence with an intended design thus showing his omnipotence'.

2. It also show God is omniscient, due to the fact that all creation has an

intricate design developed by 'it must have been tailored and thought of by

an all knowing being'.
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Although a generic answer, it illustrates a Sikh belief in God as a designer and

His nature. A related Sikh answer could be that: The design of the world

shows that the designer is involved in his creations developed by Sikh

scriptures show that God is still involved in human life.
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion. Bullet point 2.7 - 'The

cosmological argument..... Sikh responses to non-religious arguments against the cosmological

argument'

The question asked was:

"Explain two Sikh responses to non-religious arguments against the cosmological argument".

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Some candiates were not prepared for this question and did not fully understand it.

The candidate achieved 1 mark.

One very simple response.

1. Sikhs believe God created himself.

Candidate must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the

specification in order to achieve higher grades. It is best to check that

materials used in school cover the specification.

This candidate's knowledge was limited.
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The candidate achieved 5 marks.

The candidate made good use of the Mool Mantar to answer the question

and gave 2 developed reasons with a source of wisdom.

1. Sikhs would argue that God was the first cause developed by 'as he is the

creator'. The reference by 'Ik Onkar'

2. Who created God, Sikhs would answer God created God developed by 'in

the Mool Mantar it states that God is self-exisiting and is therefore his own

creation'.

Centres will find it beneficial to look at the mark schemes after an

examination period to gain an insight into how they could be marked.
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Question 2 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d questions. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief.

This constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates gave excellent answers giving reasons for and against

but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the

arguments restricting student’s progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion Bullet point 2.8 - ‘Religious

upbringing: how a Sikh upbringing provides a basis for a belief in God'.

Please note that neither in the bullet point nor on the question are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was:

"A religious upbringing leads to belief in God".

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Sikh teachings

reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate achieved 3 marks.

DO NOT point mark – the level should be decided first using the level

descriptors. After a best fit is found, award a mark within the level.

The candidate is reached Level 1 and was awarded 3 marks

The candidate gained Level 1 because:

The knowledge and understanding are isolated (superficial). The arguments

for the statement are not underpinned by religious beliefs or teachings.

There is a simple 'for' but no 'against' given.

There are no judgements made.

The conclusion is not justified.

The candidate is awarded 3 marks at the top of the mark range because most

of the demands of the level descriptor are met.

Try to avoid descriptions of a Sikh religious upbringing as this does not

answer the statement which is asking fo an evaluation. A02 not A01.
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Question 3 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Sikh Life. Bullet point 3.1 - 'features of the

gurdwara:...... how and why objects of devotion are used within the gurdwara'

The question asked was:

"Outline three objects of devotion found in the gurdwara".

The candidate achieved 2 marks.

1. Guru Granth Sahib

2. Rumala

Three separate sentences are a good rule.
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The candidate achieved 3 marks.

3 distinct objects used in devotion were shown

1. Guru Granth Sahib

2. Chauri

2. Palki
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The candidate achieved 3 marks

One alternative answer from the mark scheme that is credit-worthy.

1. Guru Granth Sahib

2. Langar

3. Karah Prashad (not in mark scheme)

The mark scheme is a guide, there are other answers that are credit-worthy

as shown in this example.
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Question 3 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Sikh Life. Bullet point 3.3 - ‘Langar: the

history of the langar.... the nature and purpose of langar'.

The question asked was:

"Explain two reasons langar is important for Sikhs".

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required, and

both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

On the whole this question was well answered.

The candidate achieved 4 marks.

The candidate gave 2 developed answers.

1. Established by Guru Nanak developed by 'to show that everyone sits on the

same level and the same food showing equality.'

2. People cook and clean there, developed by 'showing sewa which were the

exact teaching of the Guru'.

References to a teaching or scripture is a good way to develop a reason.
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Question 3 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Sikh Life. Bullet point 3.5 - 'Prayer including

reference to Guru Grant sahib 305: the nature role and purpose of prayer in the home...'

The question asked was:

"Explain two reasons why prayer in the home is important for Sikhs".

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required, and

both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons should then be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’. This must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

In general most candidates could give reasons why prayer is important in the home, but did not use

a source of wisdom that was appropriate.

The candidate achieved 2 marks.

Even though the candidate gave 3 reasons, the question only asks for two

and both have to be developed.

1. simple reasons were given.

2. Brings the name of God to yourself.

3. You want to pray privately with your family.
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Candidates must quote or paraphase the source of wisdom to gain the mark.

We do not expect candidates to know chapter and verse.

28     GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3G



Question 3 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d questions. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief.

This constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates gave excellent answers giving reasons for and against

but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the

arguments restricting student’s progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Sikh Life. Bullet point 3.6. - ‘Akhand path: the

nature, history, role and purpose of the akhand path...'.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point nor on the question are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was:

All Sikhs should take part in the akhand path".

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Sikh teachings

reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate reached level 2 and was awarded 5 marks plus 3 marks for

SPAG giving a total of 8 marks.

The candidate gained level 2 because:

The candidate provides reasons for and against the statement making brief

(superficial) arguments on both sides.

The candidate demonstrates a limited, rather than isolated as in level 1,

understanding of the beliefs surrounding this statement.

The candidate does not attempt to appraise the arguments given or evaluate

the argument.

The conclusion offers an attempt at making a judgment, but this is not fully

justified and builds on a limited range of elements in the answer.

The candidate meets the demands of the level one descriptor, but does not

fully meet all the level two requirements and is therefore awarded at the

middle end of the mark range.

SPAG was awarded 3 marks, in this example because:

• The candidate spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy.

• The candidate uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning

overall.

• The candidate uses a good range of specialist terms as appropriately.

Try to prepare the candidates to critically analyse the statement, not just give

reasons for and against or agree with the statement and then disagree with

it. This example does show knowledge but it fails to critically deconstruct the

religious information which leads to a coherent chain of reasoning that

consider different viewpoints.

Analysis can be given throughout the answer, not just at the end.
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Question 4 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section four: Equality, bullet point 4.8 'Sikh attitudes towards wealth

and poverty: divergent Sikh teachings and responses to the nature and causes of poverty in the UK

and in the world'

The question asked was:

"Outline three Sikh responses to the causes of poverty".

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) questions. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of three

marks.

The question asks for responses to the causes of poverty so candidates need to outline how Sikhs

respond to the causes of poverty. Examples could be:

Sikhs open the the kitchen to feed others, they may raise money for charities etc.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.

2 responses were given

1. Charity such as SWAT

2. Everyone is allowed to eat langar

Candidates should read the question fully.
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The candidate achieved 3 marks.

3 responses given

1. Daswand

2. Charities such as Khalsa aid and SWAT

3. Langar

The candidate gained 0 marks

It does not answer the question.
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Question 4 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality. Bullet point 4.5 - ‘' Sikh attitudes to racial

harmony ..... different reasons and ways Sikhs have worked for racial harmony'

The question asked was:

"Explain two reasons why Sikhs should work for racial harmony."

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required, and

both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The candidate achieved 4 marks.

The candidate gave 2 developed reasons

1. Everyone is equal in the eyes of God developed by 'God created everyone

and everything and therefore we should promote this by working for racial

harmony'.

2. The Gurus taught this and they should follow their teachings developed by

'the sacrifice of Guru Tegh Bahadur'.
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A very detailed response.

The candidate achieved 4 marks.

The candidate gave 2 well developed reasons using source of wisom and a

development.

1. Guru Nanaks river experience gave him an insight which he shared amonst

the Hindus amd Muslims at the time, dveloped by 'There is neither Hindu nor

Muslim' promoting racila harmony.

2. The Guru Granth Sahib states that all 4 castes are loved by God developed

by, God has 'no enemies or caste'.
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Question 4 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality.

Bullet point 4.2 - 'Sikhs attitude to equality: Sikh teachings and responses to the causes of inequality

in the world with reference to example....'.'

The question asked was:

"Explain two Sikh teachings against inequality".

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required, and

both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’. This must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development, it does not

gain a second mark for the source.
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The candidate achieved 5 marks.

The candidate gave 2 developed reasons with a source of wisdom

1. Sikhs are taught to treat everyone equally, reference by ' no muslim or

Hindu' developed by, 'showing each human is equal and no one should be

treated with disrespect'.

2. Sikhs are taught the 3 responsibilities and that all should be treated equally

developed by 'to share with others, honest living etc'.

This example shows clear understanding of what the question asks.
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Question 4 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d questions. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2:Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates do excellent answers giving reasons for and against

but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the

arguments restricting student’s progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality. Bullet point 4.1. - ‘Sikh teachings on human

rights'.

Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was:

All human rights laws must be protected."

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Sikh teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

There are no SPAG marks on questions 2 and 4.
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The candidate gained level 2 because:

The candidate gives logical chains of reasoning for both sides of the

arguments/ These are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion

and belief. Beginning to show evidence of Level 3.

However, the candidate does not attempt to appraise the arguments given or

evaluate the arguments and the conclusion offers an attempt at making a

judgment, but this is not fully justified.

The candidate meets the demands of the level two descriptor but does not

fully met the Level three requirements and is therefore awarded at the lower

end of the mark range.

The candidate is awarded 6 marks at the top of the mark range because most

of the demands of the level descriptor are met.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3G     41



Do not attempt to point marked answers. They should be read completely

and then assessed against the level descriptors to find a best fit.

There is no SPAG on question 2 or 4. SPAG is only assessed on the odd

numbered questions 1 and 3.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper, write within the scannable pages using the

blank spaces.

When answering the (a) questions use three full sentences.

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in question (c) must be relevant to the

question and support the reason given.

The (d) questions asks for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are

achieved if the evidence/reasons given is 'considered' or appraised for its value as an argument

as part of deciding the evaluation.

On (d) questions, the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer.

Candidates should read the questions carefully and answer the question asked fully.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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