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Introduction
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies B 3F Judaism Religion Philosophy and Social Justice

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award.The assessment consists of four questions,

candidates must answer all four questions.The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centers are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

This paper was answered well by many candidates although some candidates struggled with the

philosophical questions.
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Question 1 (a) 

Question 1(a) asked for three things expected of the Messiah.

Many candidates achieved all 3 marks here, although a few of them mixed up the Messiah with

Jesus, or said that Jews were waiting for the Messiah to return.

This candidate gets 3 marks for giving three things

expected of the Messiah.

Write three separate sentences, preferably on

separate lines. This will help candidates to get their

thoughts in order and examiners will see easily if

they are correct.
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This is 2 marks for two correct points. The first

point is incorrect as it says he will return.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3F     5



Question 1 (b) 

This is a question about how the mitzvot are used and this was answered well by most candidates,

who understood what the mitzvot are and could see how they are used. There were a wide variety

of answers from food laws to festivals to worship.

This is 4 marks for two developed ways. The first

way is the food laws, and the second is the study of

them bringing them closer to God.
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This is 3 marks.

Following the commands (1).

The type of food they eat (1) it has to be kosher (1).
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Question 1 (c) 

This is a question about the Covenant at Sinai. Most candidates recognised this as the Mosaic

Covenant and answered accordingly. Some candidates confused this with the Abrahamic Covenant.

Also, some candidates wrote about the escape from Egypt.

This is 4 marks for two well-developed ways that

the Covenant is important.

God gave guidance (1) by giving the Decalogue (1).

It showed God cares (1) because of the special

revelation (1).
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This is 4 marks for two developed reasons - God

gave Moses the 10 Commandments (1) and all

were present (1), God told them they were the

Chosen Ones (1) making them feel they have a

purpose (1).

Use the blank space underneath if the lines are not

enough.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3F     9



Question 1 (d) 

This question gave the statement 'obeying the Almighty is more important than anything else' - this

was not answered as expected by many candidates who did not link this to the Almighty being a

law-giver. Some candidates linked this with creation but did not adequately explain why this meant

he should be obeyed.

Similar to other (d) questions, there was a lack of evaluation and appraisal even from the more able

answers. The (d) questions only have 3 marks available for AO1 and the rest of the marks are given

for how the question is answered, with evaluation of the teachings. This year most candidates were

limited to Level 2 but this will improve as the life of the specification goes on.
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This candidates gets 3 marks (Level 1) plus 3 marks

for spelling punctuation and grammar (SPaG). The

candidate has not addressed the issue with any

vigour and reasons are very general. To get into

Level 2 there needs to be teachings or beliefs and

an attempt to address the question.

To get into Level 3, some appraisal of those

teachings or beliefs is necessary - why are they

strong or weak reasons?
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This candidate has 9 marks plus 3 marks for SPaG.

This is the top of Level 3, with 12 marks.

This candidate has argued the point strongly, and

then pointed out why this is not such a good

argument. This does not get into Level 4 as it does

not read in a completely coherent way, they seem

to change their mind rather than set out a logical

argument from the beginning.

Evaluate and appraise. There are only 3 marks for

knowledge and understanding. Some of the best

answers this year were not very long, but were

clearly answering the question. There is no need

for extra paper for these questions, a Level 4 can

be given in the space provided.
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Question 2 (a) 

This question asked candidates to outline Jewish solutions to suffering. This was answered in a

variety of ways and were mostly credited. However some candidates answered with reference to

the inconsistent triad which is not an argument a believer would give and therefore they did not get

the marks.

This candidate gets 3 marks.

Jews will help people in need (1) they will pray to

God (1) and they will donate money to charity (1).
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This candidate only gets 1 mark as this could be

one answer - they help, the poor, with food.

It is important for candidates to write three

separate reasons. They could have written this

more clearly with three ways of helping

(foodbanks, charity, prayer) and they would have

got the marks.
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Question 2 (b) 

This was a question about the design argument. Candidates found it difficult to get 4 marks here, as

many wrote one very well developed answer.

The more able answers used Paley's Watch and then the thumbprint, or the food chain.

This candidate gets 3 marks.

This answer could get the 3 marks in a variety of

ways but it was given for it is complicated (1) and

showing evidence of a designer (1) and then for it

must be the Almighty as a separate point linked to

the second paragraph.

Separate the points to make it easier to show there

are two ways rather than one long one.
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This is 2 marks. It couldn't be created by chance (1)

as there is no other way it could have been

designed (1).
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Question 2 (c) 

This was a question about miracles and was generally poorly answered, with many examples

coming from the New Testament and references to Jesus. The more able answers used the

example of Moses parting the Red Sea as evidence of God showing his love and protection through

miracles.

This is an excellent answer, worth all 5 marks. This

uses a reference to the Burning Bush rather than a

quote but this is fine.

The second point is really well put.
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This is 1 mark for saying there are stories of

miracles in the Torah. It is a very general answer

which says nothing specific.
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Question 2 (d) 

The (d) question on the Cosmological argument were some of the best and the worst seen. The

best ones read like A level answers, using a variety of philosophers to argue the point which is

supported in the story of creation in Genesis. However many candidates had no idea what the

Cosmological argument was although some did manage to pick up some marks by giving the other

side (i.e. not the Cosmological argument but the biblical account proves it.) A few candidates wrote

fantastic answers but forgot to address the question in regard to Jewish people and sadly lost the

marks.
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This candidate gets 3 marks, the top of Level 1, as

they have identified cause, and they have given a

reason why atheists would not agree. However

they have not really addressed the question.
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This candidate gets a Level 2, 6 marks. They have

linked the Cosmological argument with the

creation in the Torah but they have not explained

how it proves the Almighty exists. They have given

the non-religious argument. There is no evaluation

or appraisal here so it cannot go any higher.
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Question 3 (a) 

The question asked candidates for features of an Orthodox synagogue and the majority of

candidates got 2 or 3 marks.

This candidate gets 1 mark for identifying separate

seating for men and women. The rest is either a

development of this or it is not a feature of the

synagogue.
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This is 3 marks for three correct features - the

Bimah, the Ner Tamid and the Ark.
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Question 3 (b) 

This question asked to identify two reasons why Jews celebrate Shabbat. A few candidates were

confused by the term but most candidates answered this well, using the creation story and the

commandment to back up their reasons.

This gets all 4 marks - it remembers creation, and it

is a tradition. This is an example of the answers

many candidates gave.
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This response gets 2 marks.

It has been celebrated for thousands of years (1)

and it brings Jews together in the synagogue (1).

There is no development here.

Develop the answers for all the marks.
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Question 3 (c) 

This question asked about the importance of the Shema and how this is shown. Again this was one

where some candidates clearly did not know what the Shema was. However, many candidates did

know and used the mezuzah and the tefillin as examples of how the Shema was used.

This response gets 2 marks - it is hanging outside

the door (1) you touch it (1).
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This is 4 marks for two developed reasons. There is

no source of wisdom here so it cannot get the 5th

mark.
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Question 3 (d) 

Pesach is the most important festival - most candidates did a 'for and against'- yes it is because...

versus no it isn't because something else is more important. A number of candidates compared it

to Brit Milah which is not a festival and this lost them marks. A few candidates wrote great answers

where they analysed the importance of tradition for keeping the religion alive and united, pointing

out that this meant all festivals were equally important for this.
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This candidate gets top Level 2, 6 marks plus 3

marks for SPaG.

This candidate is so close to Level 3 - there is a real

attempt at appraising the arguments but the

appraisal is not based on anything other than

opinion.
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This gets 4 marks, the bottom of Level 2 plus 3

marks for SPaG. It is felt that although it is short,

the fact that Yom Kippur is suggested as more

important takes this out of Level 1.
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Question 4 (a) 

This question asked for teachings about prejudice and discrimination. Many candidates did not

answer this well, using very generalised beliefs that prejudice and discrimination is wrong.

This candidate gets 3 marks.

Everyone is equal (1).

God created everyone in his image (1).

We need no prejudice and discrimination to bring

in the messianic age (1).

This is just one teaching so gets 1 mark.
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Question 4 (b) 

This asks for two reasons why Jews believe in equality. Most candidates wrote about the creation

and God creating all humankind. A number of candidates also referred to prejudice and

discrimination faced by the Jews making them more likely to believe in equality.

This candidate gets 4 marks.

God created everyone and the messianic age. This

is a good answer.
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This is 1 mark for saying that everyone should be

equal. The rest is generalised and inaccurate.
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Question 4 (c) 

This question about wealth was not well answered and many of the answers were based on New

Testament teachings.

This candidate gets 3 marks.

You should help (1) and give to charity (1) and it is

not necessary to be wealthy (1).

This candidate gets 2 marks.

You should help people (1) lots of Jews put money

in the box of their hosts (1).

40     GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3F



Question 4 (d) 

This question was about whether it is good to live in a multi-faith society. Some candidates centred

their answer on the idea of how difficult it is to get kosher food and did not really address the

question.

However some candidates did really great answers, based on how Jews have historically lived in the

diaspora peacefully with other religions.
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The candidate gets 6 marks, the top of Level 2.

Although they have written a lot, there are some

inaccuracies and there is no appraisal and little

evaluation.
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This answer is Level 3, 7 marks as the candidate

has made an attempt at appraising the arguments

used. They have argued well against multi-faith

societies based on violence in Ireland but they

have not appraised the other side.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

When answering the (a) items use three full sentences.

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question

and support the reason given.

The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are achieved if

the evidence/reasons given are 'considered' or appraised for its value as an argument as part of

deciding the evaluation.

On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer.

Candidates should read the questions carefully and answer the question asked fully.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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