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Introduction
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies B - Beliefs in Action

Paper 1: Area of Study 3 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice.

Option 3C – Islam.

This paper contributes 50% of the overall award for Religious Studies. The paper consists of four

compulsory questions, each covering a section of the specification. Candidates are expected to

answer all four questions. There is no element of choice on the paper. The details of the

assessment content is provided in the specification. The Edexcel specification is the only other

published resource that should be used when planning and teaching the course content. The

examination content is directly taken from this specification.

The new specification brought with it some significant challenges for candidates and their teachers

alike. The level of religious content has increased, requiring much more detailed knowledge and

understanding of belief, practice and how faith impacts a believer's life today. It was pleasing to see

that many candidates exhibited very sound knowledge and understanding of Islam.

It also brought changes in question types and the skills required to address them. These are

considered in more detail in the body of the report.
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Question 1 (a) 

Section 1: Muslim Beliefs

The question: Outline three things Muslims believe about Isa.

Many candidates were able to provide three relevant facts about Isa. There was some evidence of

overlap with Christian teaching that could not be credited.

In an ‘Outline' question credit can be given for short sentences or phrases which answer the

question as they are. Lists can only be credited as 1 mark for three correct elements and all of

which answer the question. If any of the responses are incorrect it was awarded 0 marks.

This is included as an example of a candidate who knew more about the Christian Jesus than the

Muslim Isa.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate outlined one correct belief.

He is a prophet (1).

The fact that Christians follow Jesus is a fact rather than a Muslim belief. Isa was

responsible for the Ibjil rather than the whole Bible.

Be sure you know the differences between Islam and Christianity!
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The work of this candidate was included as an example focusing on the differences between Islamic

and Christian beliefs about Isa. Many candidates employed this approach to good effect.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct beliefs.

Isa was not the son of God (1).

Isa did not die (1).

Isa will descend near the end of times (1).

Short, concise sentences are all that is required.
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This candidate used a similar approach for 3 marks.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct beliefs.

He is a prophet (1).

He was not crucified (1).

He is not the son of God (1).

Beliefs that apply to Isa must be specifically Islamic, so he may be the Son of God

for Christians but this is not true for Muslims.

Know the key features of the prophets' lives and the example they provide for

Muslims.
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Question 1 (b) 

The question: Explain two reasons why Allah’s merciful nature is important to Muslims.

Some candidates struggled to provide two distinctly separate reasons so for many the response

was one fully developed way which could only be credited with 2 marks.

The work of this candidate is included to illustrate a basic developed reason for this question.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gave one developed reason.

It helps them in being forgiving and kind to others (1), developed by, and become

better people (1).

Aim to give two developed reasons.
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The work of this candidate was included to represent the many candidates who could provide one

reason why it is important that Allah is merciful but then referred to a different characteristic,

without relating it to mercy, for their second reason.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gave one developed reason.

It shows he is all loving (1), developed by, as he is forgiving they don’t need to be

worried (1).

The second reason cannot be credited since it refers to Allah as a just God, rather

than a merciful God.
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Focus on the key words in the question.
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The work of this candidate was included to show how a second reason, referring to Allah's love, was

used to address the importance of his merciful nature.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons.

It strengthens a Muslim's faith (1), developed by, they feel closer to Allah as he will

forgive (1).

It shows Allah is all loving (1), developed by, it allows Muslims to love Allah, because

he is merciful (1).

Candidates need to give two developed reasons.
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Question 1 (c) 

The question: Explain two reasons why Usul ad-Din are important to Shi’a Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

This question caused some problems for a minority of candidates who confused the beliefs of Usul

ad-Din with the actions required by the Obligatory Acts.

The work of this candidate was included to demonstrate the importance of clear development. A

development must add value to the original reason suggested and not be an additional distinct

simple reason.
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The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gave two simple reasons; with no reference to an appropriate source

of authority.

Without them they can’t be Shi’a Muslims (1).

Usul ad-Din comes from Allah (1).

The final point gives a further simple reason which cannot be credited as in (c)

questions only two reasons can be credited. In situations where the candidate

offers more than two reasons examiners will always credit the two reasons which

will give the highest number of marks, ignoring additional information.

It is vital to focus on development.
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The work of this candidate was included to illustrate the difficulties some candidates faced in

selecting an apropriate source of authority for this question.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons; with no reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

They are the foundations of Shi’a Islam (1), in order to be Shi’a one must believe in

them (1).

They were established by Ali (1), for a Shi’a Muslim to believe he was the chosen

person to be leader they must value the beliefs (1).

Candidates should know their quotes.
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This response was included to provide an example of a candidate who achieved full marks. The

candidate chose to outline two of the beliefs and develop them. This was credited as a valid

alternative approach.

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons; with reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

They include the belief in Imamah (1). Developed by; that means Imams can be

referred to as a source of authority (1).

They include the belief in Allah as One (1). All Muslims must believe this as it is

mentioned in the Shahadah (1). The Qur’an says ‘Say he is Allah, the One,’ (source of

authority from Surah 112:1) (1).

Candidates should know the differences between Sunni and Shi'a beliefs.
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Question 1 (d) 

The question: “Muslims should obey all the Islamic holy books, not just the Qur’an.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

refer to different Muslim points of view

reach a justified conclusion.

Many candidates demonstrated detailed knowledge of the range of Muslim holy books and used it

to good effect, often contrasting it with the Qur'an. The responses, even when they revealed secure

knowledge and understanding, almost invariably lacked both judgement and evaluation.

Conclusions were almost invariably based on the candidate's personal opinion and were largely

unjustified.

Some candidates often cited the Hadith as a holy book although this is not accepted in the

specification.

The response of this candidate was included to emphasise the negative impact of a response that

earns no marks in a 1d or 3d question. Not only has this candidate not gained marks for the

response they have also lost the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar marks usually awarded in this

section.
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The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

0; No rewardable response = 0

SPaG = 0

The candidate gained 0 marks because:

The candidate stated an opinion which did not provide information that answered

the question.

SPaG: This was awarded 0 marks because:

The candidate gained no marks for religious content, therefore no SPaG marks

could be awarded.

Total mark awarded = 0.

Always try to write something of merit in (d) responses.
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This illustrates the level of performance expected from a Level 1 evaluation question.
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The candidate was awarded 6 marks.

Level 1, highest mark = 3

SPaG = 3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues were identified

Superficial connections were made among a limited range of elements in the

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements were supported by generic arguments to produce a conclusion that

was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the level because:

The candidate produced a very repetitive response with a very limited range of

arguments written several times, as a result they fulfilled the requirements for level

1 but did not achieve the skills required for the more demanding level 2.

SPaG: This was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

Do not forget to add the SPaG marks in sections 1 and 3 and note them in a Text

box at the end of the question. They are not applied to (d) questions in sections 2

and 4.

Total mark awarded = 6.

Candidates need to remember there is nothing to be gained from repetition.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3C     19



This is an example of a candidate at the top of Level 2.

20     GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3C



GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3C     21



The candidate was awarded 9 marks.

Level 2, upper mark = 6

SPaG = 3

The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections were made among many, but not all, of the elements in the

question.

This was underpinned by a sound understanding of religion and belief.

Limited judgements of a limited range of elements in the question were made.

Judgements were supported by an attempt to appraise evidence, much of which

was superficial, leading to a conclusion that was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the upper mark in the level because:

The candidate fulfilled the requirements for level 2.

SPaG: This was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.
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Question 2 (a) 

Section 2: Philosophy of Religion

The question:

Outline three ways that Allah is revealed.

Many candidates did well on this question giving three brief ways in which Allah may be revealed.

Some lost marks by suggesting that Allah is revealed by revelation!

This candidate misunderstood the nature of the question and therefore gained no marks.

The candidate was awarded 0 Marks.

The candidate outlined no correct ways.

These were not credited as they consider the nature of Allah/his attributes rather

than how these are revealed.

Read the question carefully.
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This candidate outlined two simple ways.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate outlined two correct ways.

Allah is revealed through visions (1).

Allah is revealed through a miracle (1).
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This candidate scored full marks. In this case the development of the idea that Allah is revealed

through revelation enabled it to be credited.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct ways.

Allah is revealed through visions (1).

Allah is revealed through miracles (1).

Allah is revealed through (revelation of) the holy books (1).

The final point was credited for the idea that Allah is revealed through holy books,

rather than revealed through revelation!

Candidates should not write just a list. Each point must be a short sentence.
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Question 2 (b) 

The question: Explain two ways Muslims may use the design argument to show that Allah exists.

It was encouraging to find that few candidates confused the design argument with the causation

argument. Most candidates expressed clear ideas about how the design argument, in particular,

could be used to demonstrate the existence of Allah.

The work of this candidate is included to show the danger of answering with generic statements

about Allah as creator, rather than Allah as the designer of the universe.

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

The candidate gave no relevant ways.

Neither of the reasons offered were linked to the design argument. Rather both

refer to the fact that Allah created the universe, rather that the idea that he

designed it.

A candidate may refer to Allah as creator when clearly talking about the design

argument, however in this particular example, the candidate did not make that link.
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The work of this candidate is included to illustrate the importance of using two distinctly different

reasons.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gave one developed way.

The universe is very complex (1). Developed by, it must have a designer the only

powerful thing to do this is Allah (1).

The second point merely reiterates the first so could not be credited.
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The work of this candidate is included as a full mark response. After a weak start, using the

causation argument, the candidate then focusses on the desgn argument and gains the marks.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave one, two developed ways.

Allah created the earth perfectly (1), developed by, for example: the alternation of

day and night (1).

Only Allah is omnipotent and omniscient enough to create such a complex thing (1),

developed by, where everything is in order (1).

Whilst the first paragraph relates to the causation argument and is in no way linked

to the design argument so it could not be credited, the candidate then went on to

give a further two developed reasons in the second paragraph.
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Candidates should read the question carefully.
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Question 2 (c) 

The question: Explain two ways that miracles can cause people to believe in Allah.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

The work of this candidate is included to illustrate the effort of a candidate more familiar with

Christian teaching than Islam.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gave one simple way; with no reference to an appropriate source of

authority.

This cannot be explained by Science (1).

The example given refers to a miracle performed by Jesus in the New Testament,

rather than Muhammad, so could not be credited.

The second paragraph does not give a way in which a miracle could promote belief

in Allah.

Candidates must differentiate between Muhammad and Jesus
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This candidate demonstrated very clear ideas of how a miracle may lead to belief in Allah but

struggled to reference a source of authority.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed ways; with no reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

They are a form of direct revelation (1), developed by, the person would feel a

connection with Allah (1).

Miracles can only be caused by an omnipotent being (1), developed by, only Allah

could have revealed the Qur’an to Muhammad (1).

In this example, whilst the candidate mentions the Qur'an it is not used as a source

of authority.

The source of authority must be a recognisable quote or paraphrase.
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The work of this candidate was included to illustrate effective use of a source of authority.

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gave two developed ways; with reference to an appropriate source of

authority.

They are amazed at what has happened (1), developed by, there is no scientific

explanation (1).

They show the omnipotence of Allah (1), developed by, Allah gave Musa the ability

to part the Red Sea (1). ‘…it parted, each side like a mighty mountain’ (source of

authority from Surah 26:63) (1).

Candidates should know their quotations.
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Question 2 (d) 

The question: “It is impossible to prevent all suffering.” Evaluate this statement considering

arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

refer to different Muslim points of view

reach a justified conclusion.

In this question candidates are only required to use Muslim views, no credit can be given for non-

religious reasons or for the views of another faith.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar marks are not awarded in section 2.
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The work of this candidate is included as an example of a candidate whose work best fits the top of

Level 1.
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The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Level 2, lower mark = 3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues were identified

Superficial connections were made among a limited range of elements in the

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements were supported by generic arguments to produce a conclusion that

was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the level because:

The candidate met the requirements for Level 1.

SPaG marks are not applied to d questions in section 2.

Total mark awarded = 3.

Plan your arguments to build a body of evidence.
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The work of this candidate was included to represent a candidate who is begining to link reasons

together into a coherent whole, to create a body of evidence addressing both sides of the issue.

Marks are, again, limited by a lack of judgement and appraisal.
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The candidate was awarded 6 marks.

Level 2, upper mark =6

The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections were made among many, but not all, of the elements in the

question.

This was underpinned by a limited understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question were made.

Judgements were supported by an attempt to appraise evidence, much of which

was superficial, leading to a conclusion that was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the upper mark in the level because:

The candidate fulfilled the requirements for level 2. Although the judgement and

appraisal were weak the candidate began to construct logical chains of reasoning

on each side giving a best fit of 6 marks.

Total mark awarded = 6.

Develop your arguments to gain level 2.
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The work of this candidate was included to demonstrate the level of reasoned argument required

to reach Level 3. Since it is a 'best fit' judgement the lack of appraisal and evaluation was offset, to

some extent, by the quality of the logical chains of reasoning which began to emerge.
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The candidate was awarded 7 marks.

Level 3, lower mark = 7

The candidate gained level 3 because:

Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and logical chains of

reasoning that consider different viewpoints.

These are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and belief.

Connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements in the question.

The response was awarded the lowest mark in the level because:

The candidate did not construct coherent and reasoned judgements of many of the

elements in the question.

Judgements were not supported by the appraisal of evidence, some of which may

be superficial, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Total mark awarded = 7.
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Question 3 (a) 

Section 3: Living the Muslim Life

The question: Outline three things Sunni Muslims do when celebrating Id-ul-Fitr.

Almost all candidates found this recall question very straightforward. A few fell into the trap of

giving a three word response which could only be credited as a list, gaining 1 mark, rather than 3.

This candidate achieved full marks.

They exchange gifts (1).

They wear their best clothes (1).

They take a ritual bath (ghusl) (1).

This is presented as three short sentences, each giving something Sunni Muslims do

on Eid.
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The work of this candidate was included to illustrate the successful use of bullet points.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct practices.

They gather to pray (1).

Spend time with family (1).

They give to the poor (1).

Please note bullet points are acceptable for three marks so long as they do not

simply constitute a list.

A single word is not an 'outline'.
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These illustrate the range of responses that are possible for this question.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct practices.

Decorate their homes (1).

Read extra prayers (1).

Cook celebration meals (1).
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Question 3 (b) 

The question: Explain two reasons why Muslims perform Hajj.

A general question which directly concerned aspects of the Five Pillars effectively enabled

candidates to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of Islam.

Many achieved 4 marks.

The work of this candidate was included to illustrate those candidates who knew very little about

this aspect of Islamic practice.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gave one simple reason.

It is one of the Five Pillars (1).

Always try to develop your reasons.
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The work of this candidate was included to illustrate those candidates who, faced with the

instruction to give two reasons, gave more than two without developing them. Only two reasons

can ever be credited in a (b) question. In order to achieve more than 2 marks, the candidate must

develop their reasons.

Where a candidate gives more than two reasons in a response they will be awarded the score for

the two 'best' reasons (ie, developed reasons will always be credited even if preceded by simple

reasons).

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gave two simple reasons.

They want to be closer to God (1).

Prophet Muhammad went on Hajj (1).

The candidate offers a variety of reasons, none of which are developed. Since only

two reasons can be credited the candidate gained two marks.
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This response was typical of the many candidates who achieved full marks. Work that continued

below the final line was scanned and marked as usual.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons.

It is commanded in the Qur’an (1), developed by, Muslims perform it as an act of

obedience to Allah (1).

It is a fresh start (1). Muslims start a new life and it allows them to live better lives

(1).

Two developed reasons in (b).
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Question 3 (c) 

The question: Explain two reasons why some Muslims do not have to fast during Ramadan.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

The work of this candidate was included to highlight a response where there is insufficient

development.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gave one simple way; with no reference to an appropriate source of

authority.

They are ill (1).

Link the development to the question. Why does being ill mean you should not fast?
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This candidate managed to develop one reason but then gave a list of further reasons without

attempting to develop them. This limited the mark to 3.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gave one developed and one simple reason; with no reference to an

appropriate source of authority.

They do not have to fast because they are pregnant (1), developed by, which would

damage the baby (1).

They are too young (1).

The candidate offers several other correct categories for exemption but, since none

are developed, only one can be credited as a simple reason.

Always try to give two developed reasons.
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Many candidates, as epitomised by this example, cleverly used their knowledge of this quote to

address the question even though it initially does not seem relevant.

They are ill (1).

The Qur’an says ‘Fasting is prescribed for you’ (source of authority) (1).

Developed by, Muslims can fast at another time or donate money to charity if they

are unable to fast (1).

If they are pregnant, and need nutrients for the baby (1), so fasting could harm the

baby (1).
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Question 3 (d) 

The question: ‘It is possible to have a war that fulfils the requirements for lesser jihad.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

Candidates again struggled to come to a justified conclusion regardless of the quality of the content

of the response due to a lack of judgement and evaluation.

Up to three marks were available as additional marks depending on the quality of Spelling,

Punctuation and Grammar.

Some candidates appeared to struggle with the format of the question. However many managed to

provide at least one brief, valid reason and there SPaG marks could be awarded.
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The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Level 1, lowest mark = 1

SPaG = 3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues were identified

The response was awarded the lowest mark in the level because:

Very limited information/issues were identified

There were isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

There was little evidence that judgements were supported by arguments to produce

a conclusion.

SPaG: This was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

Total mark awarded = 4.

A relevant quote improves the likelihood of at least one mark being awarded.
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The work of this candidate is included as representative of a response achieving a best fit mark at

the top of Level 1.
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The candidate was awarded 6 marks.

Level 1, highest mark = 3

SPaG = 3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues were identified

Superficial connections were made among a limited range of elements in the

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements were supported by generic arguments to produce a conclusion that

was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the level because:

The candidate fulfilled the requirements for level 1.

SPaG: This was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

Total mark awarded = 6.

Develop your arguments to add value.
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This response was included as representative of a candidate reaching the top of Level 2.
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The candidate was awarded 9 marks.

Level 2, upper mark = 6

SPaG = 3

The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections were made among many, but not all, of the elements in the

question.

This was underpinned by a limited understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question were made.

Judgements were supported by an attempt to appraise evidence, much of which

was superficial, leading to a conclusion that was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the upper mark in the level because:

The candidate fulfills the requirements for level 2.

SPaG: This was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

Total mark awarded = 9.

Evidence of judgement and evaluation are needed to access the higher levels.
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Question 4 (a) 

Section 4: Equality

The question: Outline three Muslim beliefs about racial discrimination.

Many candidates responded with three clear beliefs, referring to racial discrimination. Some

appeared to misread the question and gave generic responses about discrimination in general.

This is included as an example of a candidate who struggled to state three clear beliefs about racial

discrimination.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate outlined one correct belief.

1. It should not happen to anyone (1).

It was difficult to imagine how racial discrimination enriches a community or what

exactly it helps people to understand.

Say what you mean clearly.
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This response was included to as the candidate gave three brief beliefs that all related directly to

racial discrimination.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct beliefs.

Everyone is equal (1).

Prophet Muhammad spoke against racial discrimination (1).

Everyone was created by God (1).
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A further example of a candidate achieving full marks.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct beliefs.

It is forbidden (1).

Allah created all people equally (1).

All people should be loved, regardless of their race (1).

‘It is wrong repeated ‘it is forbidden’ so it was repetition and therefore not credited.
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Question 4 (b) 

The question:

Explain two things Muslims do that promote equality in society.

A number of candidates appeared to misread the question and referred to beliefs which may

promote equality in society rather than actions Muslims undertake to help achieve it.

The work of this candidate was included to illustrate the importance of reading the whole question.

Had the question said Explain two things Muslims do that promote equality among Muslims, these

responses may have been credited. However this question required the candidate to link it to the

whole society.

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

The candidate gave no valid ideas.

The reasons offered were not shown to promote equality in society. Things that

Muslims do that promote equality among Muslims are not answering the question

and are not credited.

Read the question carefully.
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This was included as an example of a response which gave a suggestion about what some Muslims

may do to promote equality in wider society.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gave one developed ‘thing’ that Muslims may do.

They bring different cultures and religions together (1), to make everyone feel equal

(1).

Always aim to give two developed reasons.
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The work of this candidate gained 4 marks.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed ’things’.

They give charity (1). Developed by; this means wealth is distributed evenly and

people don’t have to suffer (1).

They run campaigns (1), developed by; for example, the Malala campaign for

women’s right to education (1).

Examiners were instructed to credit practical examples of belief in action, however,

this only referred to groups or campaigns which could be verified on-line.

Examples often act as development.
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Question 4 (c) 

The question: Explain two reasons why Muslims believe being prejudiced is wrong.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Many candidates were able to use an appropriate source of authority in response to this question.

Unfortunately not all of them were awarded the additional mark.

Reasons which linked to any identifiable form of prejudice were accepted.

In this example the source of authority was used with a simple reason. It therefore functioned as a

development rather than an additional source of authority. To be awarded the additional mark the

source of authority must be linked to a developed, rather than a simple, reason.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gave one developed reason; with no reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

The Prophet taught it (1). Developed by, he said ‘No Arab is greater than a non-Arab’

(1).

In this example the valid source of authority functions as a development since there

is no further development of the reason.

Develop your reason and add a source of authority.
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The work of this candidate is used to illustrate the correct use of a source of authority which was

awarded the additional mark.
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The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gave one developed reason; with reference to an appropriate source

of authority.

The Qur’an teaches ‘I created you from a single man and a single woman, and put

you into tribes and nations’ (source of authority from Surah 49:13) (1). This means

everyone is equal (1), developed by, and should not be prejudiced against one

another (1).

The idea that Islam means peaceful submission was not credited since it was not

linked to why being prejudiced is wrong.

Keep reasons focussed clearly on the question.
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An example of a response scoring full marks.

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons; with reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

The Prophet preached that prejudice is wrong (1). In his last sermon he stated

‘There is no difference between an Arab and a non-Arab’ (source of authority from

the Hadith) (1). Developed by: This shows Muslims that despite ethnicity we should

treat everyone the same (1).

The Prophet set an example by choosing a black slave as his reciter (1), this showed

society that prejudice is wrong (1).

This was followed by a further suitable source of authority which could not be

credited as the candidate had achieved full marks.
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Question 4 (d) 

The question: “Human rights are important in society.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

It should be noted that, although it is a question from the option section, it only requires Muslim

views in response. Therefore neither non-religious views or the opinions of other religions could

not be credited. Unfortunately some candidates answered the entire question without reference to

Islam and were awarded 0 marks.
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Although this candidate claims to be considering Muslim views it actually is a very generic response

little of which can be described as Islamic. The candidate attempts to make judgements of his

arguments but saying 'this is important because it shows it is important' does not constitute a

judgement.
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The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Level 1, lower mark = 1

This is NOT point marking – the level should first be decided using the level

descriptors. After a best fit is found a mark is awarded within the level.

The candidate gained Level 1 because:

Information/issues were identified

Superficial connections were made among a limited range of elements in the

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements were supported by generic arguments to produce a conclusion that

was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the lower mark in the level because:

A very limited range of information/issues were identified with irrelevant material

included

Total mark awarded = 1.
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Keep to giving clear Muslim views.
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The work of this candidate achieving at the top of Level 1 is included to illustrate that, however

much a candidate has written, they must respond accurately to the question to be credited.
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The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Level 1, highest mark = 3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues were identified

Superficial connections were made among a limited range of elements in the

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements were supported by generic arguments to produce a conclusion that

was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the level because:

The candidate fulfilled the requirements for level 1, though the views offered

against the statement were not specifically Muslim.

Total mark awarded = 3.
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Read the requirements for the question carefully.
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This response was awarded at Level 2, 6 marks. The candidate has produced a reponse which is

much more identifiably Muslim, with clear and contrasting Muslim views on each side of the issue.

The relative absence of judgement and appraisal limited the candidate's potential to reach a higher

level.
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The candidate was awarded 6 marks.

Level 2, upper mark = 6

The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections were made among many, but not all of the elements in the

question.

This was underpinned by a limited understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question were made.

Judgements were supported by an attempt to appraise evidence, much of which

was superficial, leading to a conclusion that was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the upper mark in the level because:

The candidate fulfilled the requirements for level 2.

Total mark awarded = 6.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Careful attention should be given to the command words used in the question. For example the

difference in demand for a belief rather than an attitude question, and the importance of reading

the whole question before answering.

Further focus should be given to the importance of development in both (b) and (c) questions.

Practice using sources of wisdom and authority successfully.

Perhaps most importantly, focus on the A02 skills of evaluation and appraisal to achieve the

higher levels this year.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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