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Introduction
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies B paper 2F Judaism Peace and Conflict

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The assessment consists of four questions,

students must answer all four questions. The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centres are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2F     3



Question 1 (a) 

Question 1(a) is worth 3 marks.

The question asked about the features of the Covenant with Abraham.

Most students recognised the covenant as the one which brought circumcision. Some students

wrote about the Almighty asking Abraham to sacrifice Isaac which is not a feature of the Covenant.

Some students confused this with the Mosaic Covenant and wrote about receiving the mitzvot.

The student was given 2 marks here for saying that a feature of the

Covenant is circumcision, and that Abraham was tasked with passing

the faith down. Although the student has said Judaism, and strictly this

is not accurate as Judaism was not around, the passing of the faith

down to descendents is very much a part of the Covenant.

The rest of the answer is not a feature of the covenant.

Students need to understand what is required from the question words

such as features or ways.
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This student was awarded 2 marks for circumcision and for the

Promised Land. Marks were not given for saying Abraham is the

founder of Judaism. Marks were given for saying he is the Father of

Judaism.

Students are encouraged to use bullet points for in their answers to

encourage three separate points.
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Question 1 (b) 

This question asked for two reasons why the Decalogue is important for Jews.

Most students understood what the Decalogue is. Some students talked in terms of the 613 mitzvot

and therefore limited their marks. A few did not know what the Decalogue was but most made a

valient attempt at answering regardless.

This student received 4 marks for two developed points.

The student gives two developed reasons

Reason one ‘It tells them how to live their life well’ (1) this is developed

by’ and please God’ (1)

Reason two ‘It tells them how to treat others .’ (1) this is developed by

'loving community’ (1)

Leave a line between the two reasons - psychologically it helps students

give separate reasons and it helps the examiner.
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The student is awarded 4 marks.

We are point marking four points

The student gives two developed reasons

Reason one ‘ it is the Mitzvot’ (1) this is developed by 'it gives meaning

to life’ (1)

Reason two ‘God gave Moses the 10 Commandments.’ (1) this is

developed by’ these include do not murder’ (1)
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Question 1 (c) 

This question asked students to explain two different Jewish beliefs about life after death.

Many students received 3 marks for saying a heaven and hell answer with some development of

one of those.

It was accepted when students wrote about a 'purgatory-like' place where sins are worked off,

although they were not given marks for saying that Jews believe in purgatory.

There is no place of eternal damnation within Judaism.

Students found it very difficult to use scriptures for this question. Some quotes were just added

without them being relevant (e.g. many said that good people would go to heaven, then gave an

example of what someone would need to be good, eg do not kill, rather than give a reference to life

after death), and others were retranslated from their accepted meanings.

This is a 5 mark answer.

Resurrection (1) during the messianic age (1) quote (1)

Our bodies will not come back to life (1) our souls will be sent to Gan

Eden (1)

Again, put a line in between point one and point two. This question

particularly was very mixed up, and finding two separate beliefs was

difficult to mark.
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This gets 4 marks

They are taught a lesson (1) for not following God's mitzvahs (1)

When you did you go straight to Gan Eden (1) where you are

confronted by God (1)

Be careful of overly Christian versions of life after death. Jewish beliefs

are similar, in a lot of ways but they are not the same.
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Question 1 (d) 

This question was about the sanctity of life and its importance within Judaism.

Most students understood the phrase, and linked it to creation, and to the Almighty breathing life

into humans. Some students then linked this further, to Pikuach Nefesh, and to abortion,

euthanasia and to war. However, many students seem to think the sanctity of life is Pikuach Nefesh

and those students did not adequately understand the question.

d) questions are difficult to answer. They are the questions which will separate the grades 6, 7, 8

and 9. Most students this year were at Level 2, with exceptional knowledge and a clear structure

that they had been taught. However, only 3 marks are AO1, and the rest of the marks were for

analysis, evaluation and appraisal. The best answers clearly answered the question when the

students argued their point and included the flaws in the other arguments. Often the best answers

were not the longest.
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This student received 7 marks, 4 marks for the answer and 3 marks for

spag.

This is a low Level 2 answer, as there is some knowledge and

understanding here, but there is no real analysis, or an attempt made

to answer the question.

The student has written that something is not the most important

belief, because something else is an important belief, rather than

appraise the arguments about the sanctity of life.

Overstructuring is not always useful for students. Although there are

students who struggle for whom this is useful, it can lead to extra long

answers where all the marks available can be given within two

paragraphs.
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d) items are level marked they are not point marked

Level marking: Read the whole answer then the level should be decided

using the level descriptors. After a level is decided by best fit, a mark is

given within the level.

The student reached Level 1 and was awarded 2 marks plus 3 marks

for spag

The student gained Level 1 because of the following:

Superficial connections e.g. reason and development linked to a

statement, either for or against the statement or both.

Limited range of elements in the question e.g. They have only met one

or two of the requirements of the question.

Isolated elements of understanding

Judgements generic, no reasons or weak reasons not supported or

justified with. Conclusion not fully justified or not attempted.
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Question 2 (a) 

This question asked students to give three beliefs about suffering. This was answered in so many

different ways and all were creditied if they were correct.

Some students, however, linked suffering to the death penalty, and then gave three beliefs about

the death penalty which was not accepted.

Some students wrote about the problem of suffering (the inconsistent triad) which was not right in

this context (as Jews do not believe in God because of suffering).

This is 1 mark for the final argument about freewill. The rest is the

problem of suffering rather than beliefs about suffering.

Three separate points makes it easier to mark.
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This is 3 marks for three separate beliefs.
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Question 2 (b) 

This question about forgiveness was not well answered, although there were students who linked

their response to Yom Kippur and those students received all the marks available.

The question asks for teachings and specific beliefs is what is needed. Many students wrote vague

answers about forgiving each other being the nice thing to do, and God approving, and this will

have taken them to 2 marks.

A number of students wrote that everyone must be forgiven and this is not true.

This is 4 marks for two developed reasons

forgive others for what they have done (1) as God forgave us (1)

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur you should forgive (1) as well as ask

forgiveness (1)

Students need to be specific - what does the Tenakh say? What is in the

mitzvot? Which festival might this link to?
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This is 4 marks

They should be forgiving (1) so they can go to heaven (1)

when the oppressor is sincere in his apology (1) lead a better life (1)
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Question 2 (c) 

This question asked students about different attitudes to capital punishment.

Many students received all 5 marks here for realising that there are two distinct attitudes and that

both of these are rooted in scripture.

A number of students interpreted different attitudes as different reasons and so limited their

marks to 3.

This is 5 marks

Justice (1) an eye for an eye (1) what you did must be done to you (1)

sanctity of life (1) nothing overrides this (1)

The quote must be a second development, as if it is used as the

development, it cannot count twice. Students need to explain a quote

or give the implications of it to get the third mark.
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This is 3 marks

capital punishment can be acceptable (1) like murder and rape (1)

Quote (1)

This cannot achieve more, as this is one attitude (ie that it can be

accepted). Although the student has given a liberal view, they have not

said that some Jews are against the death penalty.
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Question 2 (d) 

This question was about whether criminals should go to prison or not. The question asks the

student to evaluate Jewish reasons.

A number of students did not achieve any marks for this question as they did not refer to Jews at

all.

Most students achieved level 2 for a basic for and against argument with some Jewish teaching in,

such as aims of punishment and forgiveness.
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(d) items are LEVEL marked they are NOT point marked

Level marking: Read the whole answer then the level should be decided

using the level descriptors. After a level is decided by best fit decide a

mark within the level.

The student reached Level 1 and was awarded 2 marks

This student has made an effort to link this to Jewish teaching

The student gained Level 1 because….

Superficial connections e.g. reason and development linked to a

statement. Either for or against the statement or both.

Limited range of elements in the question e.g. They have only met one

or two of the requirements of the question.

Isolated elements of understanding

Judgements generic, no reasons or weak reasons not supported or

justified. Conclusion not fully justified or not attempted.

All (d) questions are about the religious responses to something. If it

asks for non-religious views too, then students should write them but if

not, concentrate on what Jews believe about whatever the topic.
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This answer has all the makings of an excellent answer, but achieves 6

marks. This is because although the student has used Jewish teaching

and belief, they have not really answered the question, and they have

repeated the points made in the first two paragraphs.

Answer the question in the first sentence, then answer it again at the

end.
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Question 3 (a) 

This question asked about the Shema. Most students knew it was a prayer, although some thought

it had all the beliefs in it.

This answer includes three correct statements about the Shema and

receives 3 marks.
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This response receives 2 marks: the oneness of God (1) testimony of

Jewish faith (1). The rest is ways the Shema is used.

Students need to understand a variety of question types.
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Question 3 (b) 

This was a question about Brit Milah and again the majority of the students understood the term

and answered correctly. The difficulty here was that many wrote one long paragraph about the

Covenant with Abraham and the link to this today and therefore they were limited to half the

marks.

This is 3 marks

the covenant with Abraham (1) doing what God asked of them (1)

entrance of the boy into the Jewish faith (1)

The last sentence is not development as 8 day old babies cannot feel

proud of their religion.
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This is 4 marks

Covenant between God and Abraham (1) emphasising their faith (1)

Welcomes the child into the Jewish community (1) this allows a child to

feel a sense of belonging (1)
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Question 3 (c) 

This was a question about the features of Shabbat celebration, such as lighting candles, blessing

bread, kiddush and so on. Most students answered this way and there was a good use of quotes,

both from the creation story and from the Decalogue. Some students however, rewrote the

question and answered why it is important.

This is 4 marks

The work should be done before (1) because you are not allowed to

work (1) Quote (1)

It involves spending time with family (1)

The development is not given on the last point as it is the same point as

previously, only the negative side
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This is 5 marks

No-one works (1) to honour creation (1) as stated in Genesis (1)

They go to the synagogue (1) to do public prayers (1)
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Question 3 (d) 

This question really caused some difficulties. Many students know that the Tenakh was a scripture,

and lots identified it as it being made up of the Torah, Nevi'im and Ketuvim. Students lost marks

when they said that the mitzvot were more important, or the Ten Commandments, clearly not

realising that these were in those books. As a result many students remained in Level 1 for this

question.

There were, however, some really good answers where the student had looked at the authorship of

the different parts, including why some are more important than others and at how Reform Jews

adapt to the modern day.
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This student starts really well but can only get 3 marks as the argument

against is incorrect and all the points are in the Tenakh.

They receive 3 marks plus 3 marks for spag.
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The student reached Level 2 and was awarded 6 marks plus 3 spag

This is another really good answer but there is no appraisal so it cannot

achieve Level 3.

The student gained Level 2 because of the following:

Superficial connections are made among many e.g. reason,

development but not all, of the elements in question.

Underpinned by a limited understanding of religion and belief which

may include some inaccuracies or be one sided.

Starting to make judgements about the arguments given.

Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence; the

evidence is the reasoning they have given for or against the statement

– attempt at appraisal may be throughout the answer or as part of the

conclusion much of which may be superficial leading to a conclusion

that is not fully justified or not attempted.
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Question 4 (a) 

This was a question on Just War theory and the majority of students received all 3 marks. Where

students gave incorrect answers, it was often that they had confused Just War with Holy War.

This is an example where a student is not correct.
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The first point here is incorrect as you do not have to have the same

number of soldiers.

The rest is correct so 2 marks were given.
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Question 4 (b) 

This was a question about attitudes to peace and many students rewrote the question to talk about

attitudes to war, consequently limiting the marks available. Students need to watch out for that

because it was about Just War, the student's mind was on war not peace, and despite it not being a

linked question, the student linked them anyway.

Where students did well here, they linked it to pacifist organisations and to the Messianic Age.

This is 2 marks for two simple reasons

Messianic age (1)

a blessing from God (1)
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This is 4 marks

Jewish people say shalom (1) which shows the importance of peace (1)

The Decalogue shows peace in the commandment (1) tells Jews God

tells them to be in peace (1)
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Question 4 (c) 

This is possibly the worst performed question on all the Jewish papers this year. Students did not

seem to know the term 'holy war' and they assumed holy war would run on Just War lines. Those

students who received all 5 marks used two teachings from the Torah where God commanded war.

This is 5 marks

It has God on its side (1) defending the Jewish religion (1) Isaiah (1)

Just war (1) to nullify an attack on the Jewish people (1)
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This is 3 marks.

A blessing by God (1) because God blessed the Jews to fight in a war (1)

to protect the religion (1)
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Question 4 (d) 

This question was very frustrating, as there were some absolutely wonderfully impassioned

answers about nuclear weapons which did not get any marks as the students were so carried away

they forgot they were meant to be writing about Jewish people. There were some really great

answers entrenched in Jewish teachings, but the majority of students wrote a largely secular

answer preface by 'Jews believe...'

It was noted that very few students referred to an ethical theory. Situation Ethics or Utilitarianism

would both have worked well here. This may be that they did not know them or perhaps did not

read the bullet points.
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This is 0 because the student has not made any reference to Judaism or

ethical theories, therefore, they have not answered the question.
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The student reached Level 2 and was awarded 6 marks

A great answer with Jewish teaching and situation ethics but there is no

appraisal of the arguments so cannot be more than Level 2.

The student gained Level 2 because of the following:

Superficial connections are made among many e.g. reason,

development but not all, of the elements in question.

Underpinned by a limited understanding of religion and belief which

may include some inaccuracies or be one sided.

Starting to make judgements about the arguments given.

Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence; the

evidence is the reasoning they have given for or against the statement

– attempt at appraisal may be throughout the answer or as part of the

conclusion much of which may be superficial leading to a conclusion

that is not fully justified or not attempted.

Read all the bullet points or some elements of the question will be

missed.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2F     49



Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, students are offered the following advice:

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper, write within the scannable pages using the

blank spaces.

When answering the (a) items use three, separate, full sentences.

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question

and support the reason given.

The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are achieved if

the evidence/reasons given is 'considered' or appraised for its value as an argument as part of

deciding the evaluation.

On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer.

Students should read the questions carefully and answer the question asked fully.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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