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Introduction

Religious Studies B Paper 1: Area of Study 2 - Study of Religion Option 2D - Buddhism.

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The assessment consists of four questions, and
candidates must answer all four questions. The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centres are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the
course content.
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Question 1 (a)

This question asked for three ways nibanna is important for Buddhists and was answered well by
the majority of candidates. Some candidates performed less well as they supplied responses
detailing ways Buddhist could reach nibbana, which is, of course, a different question.

Some candidates answered using a list which is not an outline and thus can only receive 1 mark
according to the mark scheme.

GENERIC INFORMATION ABOUT LISTS/SENTENCES

Using this example:

Outline 3 beliefs about nibbana:

Escape samsara, become enlightened, escape dukkha (1 mark for list).

It provides an escape from samsara. (1 mark for a sentence identifying one correct piece of
information).

Suffering, happy, delighted (0 marks as all three parts of a list have to be correct to gain the mark).

This response gained three marks.
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1 (a) Outline three ways in which nibbana is important for Buddhists.
(3)

- Utimate oum _rov Budadbiots

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate writes three bullet points outlining three correct ways. They are
more than simply a list (usually one or two words) and so can gain a mark for each
correct way:

Ultimate aim for Buddhists
Free from suffering
Achieved enlightenment

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Centres should encourage candidates to write in full sentences in 'a' questions.
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This response was given three marks.

1 (a) Outline three ways in which nibbana is important for Buddhists.
e per—

Tt TS tihge o\ @nlighrend Seings wdv)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate wrote three sentences outlining three ways:

a place without suffering
aim of all Buddhists
the place enlightened beings go

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

These are probably the shortest type of sentences that will produce an outline.
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This response was given three marks.

1 (a) Outline three ways in which nibbana is important for Buddhists.
(3)
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Three correct ways were given:

escape samsara
reach enlightenment
escape from dukkha

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

If candidates run out of space it is better to use blank spaces on the paper rather
than use extra pages.
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Question 1 (b)

This question asked for two reasons why samadhi was important for Buddhists. Unfortunately, a
large number of candidates confused this with samudhaya and so gave responses based upon the
Four Noble Truths. These were unable to be credited.

This response was given two marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why samadbhi is important for

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two clear reasons:

One reason 'proves you can reach enlightenment' (1)
Second reason focal point for enlightenment (1)

Unfortunately, the first paragraph does not specifically address the demands of
the question and so could not be credited.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates need to have a sound knowledge of terms in the original language as
well as in translation as the specification allows for questions based upon either.
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This response gained four marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why samadhi is important for Buddhists.

\.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Two developed reasons were given:

One reason: achieve upekkha (1) this is developed by can lead to nibbana (1)
Second reason: can lead to enlightenment (1) developed by description of how
this can be done (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Centres should encourage candidates to provide the two reasons in separate
paragraphs in order to help clarity of presentation.
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This response was given four marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why samadhi is important for Buddhists.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons:
One reason was to generate good kamma (1) leading to the goal of nibbana (1)

The second reason described the absence of tanha (1) developed by become
enlightened (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

As this candidate has done, it can be a good idea to write the translation of the
term above the original in order to help the candidate with their response.
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Question 1 (c)

This question asked for two reasons why the Five Precepts are important for Buddhists. This was
well answered by many candidates but a minority merely described the Precepts. This was,
unfortunately, not creditable.

Whilst many candidates were able to provide a source of wisdom for this question, some merely
added it at the end, almost as a footnote or afterthought. The source of wisdom not only needs to
be relevant, but also needs to be integrated into the body of the response/ one of the reasons.

This response was given four marks.

(c) Explain tweo reasons why it Is important for Buddhists to follow the five precepts.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

_ﬁ______s.mid.sa.r..ﬂuma.......S.E.q.e..:.d,...,..mi.m.am.c:........,Jepn..ﬂﬁ.;;::::.m\ﬁ......tu,n.i..t:............,_
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OF .. AL "D Ef,s..m..c,,.....mm.d ........... LA 0 A rgm\sm
Tlaly... wgodl . €0 (UMl £UCD XB.LLLE L DO ThAS R ALY
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed reasons but with a quotation from Aung San
Suu Kyi as a source of wisdom, which does not really apply to the question and so
could not be credited.

Reason 1:'gains skilful actions' (1) developed by ‘does not jeopardise
enlightenment’ (1)

Reason 2:‘sense of right and wrong' (1) developed by ‘leads to constantly following
right effort’ (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2D
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

"Sources of Wisdom need to be directly related to the question and reasons given"
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This response was given five marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why it is important for Buddhists to follow the five precepts.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

\ng\cw\‘j% %,\4 Wﬁww m CRssohioN o

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed reasons and a clear source of wisdom correctly
used within the body of the answer.

Reason 1: 'way to stop dukkha’ (1) developed by ‘otherwise they would cause it for
others' (1) referenced by the Dhammapada phenomena quote (1)

Reason 2:‘means they follow the eightfold path’ (1) developed by ‘the way to find
the middle way' (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

"Detailed source of wisdom text references are not needed, it is enough to
correctly cite the origin of the quotation”

Paraphrasing is quite acceptable as long as it gives a true flavour of the original.
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This response gained two marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why it is important for Buddhists to follow the five precepts.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

..... 0N reggm Way 1€ 0§ Jnya*wﬂ/bﬂmqﬁuém‘/éﬁpwé/ﬁe
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed reason in the second paragraph. The first
paragraph is incorrect.

Reason: reduces suffering in the world (1) developed by original aim of Budhha
(1). The source of wisdom was not credited as it did not tell us in enough detail
what was recorded. Here the paraphrase was far too general.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Source of wisdom references need to be clear rather than a mere passing
comment.
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Question 1 (d)

Introduction

This question asked for an appraisal of the idea whether the Wheel of Life could help Buddhist
understand suffering. Many candidates described the Wheel of Life rather than linking it directly to
the question.

Others provided for and against for the quotation and then provided a personal opinion. This does
not constitute appraisal and so limited the marks available. Later responses in this report will show
more clearly what is expected.

This question asked for an appraisal of the idea whether the Wheel of Life could help Buddhist
understand suffering. Many candidates described the Wheel of Life rather than linking it directly to
the question.

Others provided for and against for the quotation and then provided a personal opinion. This does
not constitute appraisal and so limited the marks available. Later responses in this report will show
more clearly what is expected.

This response was given 8 marks.
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*(d) “The Wheel of Life helps Buddhists understand causes of suffering.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
- refer to Buddhist teachings
- refer to different Buddhist points of view
« reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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ResultsPlus
< Examiner Comments

The response was given Level Two - 5 marks - as superficial connections were
made among many, but not all, of the elements in the question, and were
underpinned by a limited understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements were superficial, leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified.

3 marks were given for SPaG.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Centres should encourage candidates to respond in an integrated fashion rather
than using separate paragraphs to give for and against reasons.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2D 17



Question 2 (a)

This question asked candidates to outline three Buddhist aims of punishment. Some candidates
listed types of punishment - without linking these to the aims. No mark could be given.

This response was given one mark.

2 (a) Outline three Buddhist aims for the use of punishment.

(3)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

An outline of being a way to help them rehabilitate was credited. Treating people
with kindness is not an aim of punishment.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

As in this case, outlines should be given in sentences.
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This response was awarded 2 marks.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Outlines should be clear.
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This response was given three marks.

2 (a) Outline three Buddhist aims for the use of punishment.

(3)
______ IO L RFOIN o SR LIUNAAS csicciscsie
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A clear outline of three aims of punishment was given:
reform

receive good kamma
keep people safe

4 ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Whilst not all three outlines were full sentences, there was enough detail to lift the
response away from being merely a list.
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Question 2 (b)
This question asked candidates to give two reasons why forgiveness is important for Buddhists.

This response was given one mark.

(b) Explain two reasons why forgiveness is important in Buddhism.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one clear reason:
One reason ‘believe everyone can change’ (1). 'Everyone deserves a second
chance' was not considered a creditable reason for forgiveness.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Centres should encourage students to use one sentence for the reason and
another sentence for the development.
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This response was given four marks.

Nwy b W yunuA. ' !
(b) Explain two reasons why forgiveness is important in Buddhism.

________________ an%wwwﬁﬂvwﬂmwm
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons:

One reason was to ‘avoid anger’ (1) developed by to 'let go of negative mental
states' (1)

The second reason was that it ‘can help them to change’ (1) and this was reverse
developed by the 'teaching of anatta' (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

To check whether an answer is developed centres can encourage candidates to
look at both parts of each reason. If each part is capable of standing alone, as in
this response, then it is likely that the reason is adequately developed.
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This response was given three marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why forgiveness is important in Buddhism.

(4)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave one developed and one simple reason, as the second half of
the second reason is a repetition of the first development.

The first reason was ‘not clinging to hatred' (1) developed by to 'generate good
kamma and reach enlightenment' (1)

The second reason was that it was a ‘way of giving metta' (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Repetition of the same idea over two reasons cannot be credited twice.
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Question 2 (c)

This question asked candidates to explain two Buddhist reasons given for suffering. Descriptions of
suffering were not able to be credited unless they were integrated into the reasons given for its

existence.

This response was given one mark.

(c) Explain two Buddhist teachings about suffering.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave one simple teaching:
Teaching 1: ‘Buddha dedicated his life to helping people suffering'.

There was no direct reference to a source of wisdom.
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This response was given four marks.

(c) Explain two Buddhist teachings about suffering.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

abl. A0 Amist:. b Mhough hpn
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gave two developed teachings and also a source of authority which
was, unfortunately, not correct. The Dalai Lama actually said "pain is invevitable,
suffering is optional'.

Teaching 1: ‘suffering is part of life’ (1) developed by 'combat it through sila' (1)
Teaching 2: ‘suffering caused by tanha’ (1) developed by ‘therefore you must not
become attached' (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Examiners will check sources of wisdom for accuracy and genuineness. Buddhism
has tended to attract 'fake quotes'.
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This response was given five marks.
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In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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N

< /ResultsPlus
’\'/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate gives two developed teachings and also a relevant and creditable
source of authority.

Teaching 1: ‘'suffering can be prevented through forgiveness (1) sourced by the
story of Angulomina (1) developed by the example of how the Buddha behaved (1)

Teaching 2: ‘we cannot control suffering’ (1) developed by ‘can be lessened
through practice of meditation’ (1).

\ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

When candidates have a great deal to write Centres should encourage them to
continue their response in the blank spaces between questions rather than
continue on a separate sheet.
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Question 2 (d)

This question asked candidates to appraise the idea as to whether no-one should support capital
punishment.

In 'd' questions candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with knowledge and
understanding. Candidates will be required to demonstrate thorough knowledge and
understanding as well as accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and in
meeting AO2 descriptors.

This response was given Level Three - 9 marks.

There are no marks for SPaG in Q2d.
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(d) “No-one should support the use of capital punishment.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Buddhist teachings
« refer to non-religious points of view

« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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N

< /ResultsPlus
’\'/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate gained Level Three as they:

Deconstructed religious information/issues, leading to coherent and logical chains
of reasoning that considered different viewpoints. These were underpinned by an
accurate understanding of religion and belief. Connections were made among
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.

The response constructed coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not
all, of the elements in the question. Judgements were supported by the appraisal
of evidence, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Centres should be encouraging candidates to aim for a written style such as this in
their 'd' answers as a basis to build further more detailed developed answers.
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Question 3 (a)

This question asked for an outline of three ways objects of devotion might be used in Buddhist
worship. Descriptions of objects of devotion were not creditable.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

3 (a) Outline three ways objects of devotion are used by Buddhists. q&. 5_ )
(3)
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Provides a strong focus.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

A strong focus always helps.
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This response was given two marks.

3 (a) Outline three ways objects of devotion are used by Buddhists.

(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate only received 2 marks as the first and third reasons discuss the
same object.

Marks can only be awarded for each different point identified - in this case:

use of flowers
use of Buddha images/statues

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Centres should encourage candidates to check their responses for repetition of
material within a question.
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This response was given 3 marks.

Question 3: Living the Buddhist Life /.. Ac, ol<
buclded ol

3 (a) Outline three ways objects of devotion are used by Buddhists.

= Budllleles mmwmmﬁ&gpﬁm |

(3)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There were three outlines of uses of devotional objects:
use of mala beads

use of statues
use of venerated remains

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Sentences will always provide the clearest outline in all 'a' questions. Bullet points
to begin them are acceptable.
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Question 3 (b)

This question asked for two reasons why festivals are important for Buddhists. Most candidates
were able to give good responses to this question.

This response was given three marks.

(b) Describe two reasons why festivals are important for Buddhists.

Buddhst festvals. are. opten used to bodg oopher Gamtnties and
Fomiiés, Strengfthenng bores etueon Peojle rd imprvag Her likes
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* ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

There are, in fact, three reasons here, only two can be credited. Any developed
reason will take priority over basic reasons. But following one developed reason
with two basic reasons (as here) cannot be used as a way to gain a second two
marks.

First reason: 'bring community and family together' (1) developed by 'strengthen
bonds and improve lives' (1)
Second reason: ‘express devotion to Buddhist life style' (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Centres should encourage candidates to give their two reasons in separate
paragraphs.
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This response gained 4 marks for two developed reasons.
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(b) Describe two reasons why festivals are important for Buddhists. rdla
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The first reason was to 'gain merit' (1) developed by 'taking up extra commitments
at festivals' (1)

The second reason was to 'reflect upon important things' (1) developed by
contemplating the Buddha's final moments on Parinibbana Day (1)
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This response scored 3 marks.

(b) Describe two reasons why festivals are important for Buddhists.
(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave one split developed and one basic reason, with the two halves
of the developed reason separated by the clear reason. This is acceptable if it
makes a logical connection - though could be dangerous if not expressed as
clearly as this one.

One reason was that it ‘shows key factors of Buddha's life' (1) developed by 'help
people understand his teaching' (1)

The second reason was to ‘show respect to the Buddha' (1)

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Centres should encourage candidates to deal with each reason separately in 'b'
guestions in order not to affect the quality of communication of their responses.
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Question 3 (c)

This question asked candidates to explain two reasons why puja might take place in the home.
Most candidates were able to provide two developed reasons, but fewer were able to provide a

relevant source of wisdom.
This response was given three marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why puja may take place in the home.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

Many RUaus Prachces re done. in the hame because b pniate.
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ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

Whilst this was a short response it managed to deliver a developed and a clear
reason in condensed form. There is no Source of Wisdom however.

Reason 1:‘can give more privacy’ (1) developed by 'shows devotion' (1)
Reason 2: ‘helps build kamma' (1)
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This response was given 5 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why puja may take place in the home.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gave two developed reasons and also a valid source of authority.

Reason 1: ‘able to concentrate more’ (1) was developed by 'good worship needs
right intention' (1) and this was supported by the Dhammapada 1 quotation
Reason 2: ‘more positive energy means more good kamma' (1) was developed by
'possible that home is the best place for this' (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Here the source of wisdom was clearly linked to the point being made by the
candidate. The explanation helped ensure this.
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This response was given 2 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why puja may take place in the home.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gave two basic reasons but no source of authority.

Reason 1: ‘easier than going to a vihara' (1)
Reason 2: ‘do not need many things (just a statue of the Buddha)' (1)
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Question 3 (d)
This question asked for an appraisal of the idea that samatha was the best form of meditation.

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with knowledge and understanding.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as
accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and in meeting AO2 descriptors.

This response was given 11 marks.

*(d) “Samatha 'Is thg best form of meditation”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should: ~ I"!IM'T"j GHALR
- refer to Buddhist teachings b i

reach a justified conclusion.

M Jomabha Uty averdadi o 4 ek

s
A Y
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained Level Three - 8 marks - as they:

Deconstructed religious information/issues, thus leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning that considered different viewpoints. These were
underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and belief. Connections
were also made among many, but not all, of the elements in the question.

The candidate constructed coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not
all, of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the appraisal of
evidence, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

3 marks were given for SPaG.
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< ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Centres need to ensure that all bullet points are assessed. There will either be
three or, as in this case, two. If not all bullet points are addressed marks cannot go
above Level Two.
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Question 4 (a)

This question asked for outlines of three Buddhist teachings about passive resistance. Descriptions
of ways to practise passive resistance were not creditable.

This response was given 2 marks.

4 (a) Outline three Buddhist teachings about passive resistance.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Two teachings were credited:

It follows the first precept
It involves metta

The third teaching did not directly address passive resistance.
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This response was given 3 marks.

4 (a) Outline three Buddhist teachings about passive resistance.

....... Pusive,_sting, o et
w d‘»ﬁumnﬂk 1

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Three clear creditable reasons were given:

it shows ahimsa
it reduces the Three Poisons
it shows metta
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This response gained 1 mark.

4 (a) Outline three Buddhist teachings about passive resistance.

(3)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Most of this response was a description of actions rather than outlining passive
resistance - protesting or campaigning are actions and not teachings.

Buddhists do not believe in violence was a creditable reason.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Centres should encourage candidates to highlight key words - such as 'teachings'
in each question in order to focus their response.
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Question 4 (b)

The question asked for two reasons why most Buddhists would not support the use of weapons of
mass destruction. This was well-answered by a majority of the candidates.

This response received 3 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why most Buddhists do not support the use of weapons of
mass destruction.

doshriachan. Creake . Stabloiong. e aee.

aska L, e eeagy e A aras aands. Lep ionaaok.  prage
*WMD's Qo &gou N rnamad Prfca,pl- O(l mv?;w

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There was a creditable and developed reason:
One reason ‘they create suffering' (1)

Second reason ‘they kill thousands of people' (1) reverse developed by 'making
them unskilful' (1)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

As in the case of this response, if a candidate crossed out part of the answer it is
better to use the blank space beneath the answer than moving to extra paper.
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This response received 4 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why most Buddhists do not support the use of weapons of
mass destruction.

(4)

A
B0 qg8in Y Khe. gir:ﬂ'wm] ........

badec boreach.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There were two developed reasons:

One reason was ‘harm the innocent' (1) which was developed by 'making them
unskilful actions' (1)

The second reason was that ‘they go against the First Precept' (1) and this was
developed by 'so creating bad kamma' (1)
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This response received 2 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why most Buddhists do not support the use of weapons of
mass destruction.

P\m\fu,“ L

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There were two clear reasons creditable in this response:

One reason was that ‘they cause suffering' (1)

The second reason was that ‘they do not settle anything' (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2D 49



Question 4 (c)
This question asked candidates to explain two ways that Buddhists respond to issues caused by
conflict. A small minority of candidates tried to re-use the material from 4a, but this could only gain

one mark as a description of passive resistance.

This response was given 5 marks.

(c) Explain two ways some Buddhists respond to issues caused by conflict.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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N / ResultsPlus
"\'/\; Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed ways and also a relevant source of authority.

Way 1: ‘hold peaceful protest' (1) was justified by Source of Wisdom and authority
guotation from Aung San Suu Kyi - called 'The Lady' by this candidate (but
recognisable enough to credit (1)) and was then developed by 'providing metta for
the people' (1)

Way 2: to ‘try to improve lives' (1) reverse developed by ‘become engaged in
medical roles to help' (1)

 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Sources of wisdom do not have to be perfectly reproduced. As long as they are
recognisable in some form (as here) and relevant they will be credited.
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This response was given 4 marks.

[has- Nt

(c) Explain two ways some Buddhists respond to issues caused by conflict.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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< / ResultsPlus
"(/\ Examiner Comments

This response contains two ways and a source of authority. There is an attempt at
a second source of authority, but not only does it not directly support the way, it
also cannot be credited as a mark has already been given.

Way 1: ‘deal with it calmly' (1) developed by 'thus avoiding effect of Three Poisons'
(1) supported by SOWA quote from Thich Nhat Hanh (1)

Way 2: ‘can retaliate in certain circumstances' (1). However, the rest of the
response loses focus and so cannot be credited.

 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Only one relevant source of wisdom can be credited in a 'c’ question as 'a source'
is asked for, not 'sources'.
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This response received 3 marks.

(c) Explain two ways some Buddhists respond to issues caused by conflict.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response gives one developed way and one clear way but no source of
authority.

Way 1: ‘teach about kindness and compassion’ (1)
Way 2: ‘introduce them to Buddhist ideas’ (1) developed by ‘show the effect it will

have on their kamma' (1)
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Question 4 (d)
This question asked for an appraisal of the idea that everyone should support the Just War theory.
This was a 'd' question with 3 bullet points and those candidates who did not address all three were

restricted to a maximum mark at top of Level Two.

This response was given 8 marks.
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< /ResultsPlus
’\'/\ Examiner Comments

The response gained Level Three - 8 marks - because:

it deconstructed religious information/issues, leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning that considered different viewpoints. These were
underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and belief. Connections
were made among many, but not all, of the elements in the question.

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not all, of the
elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the appraisal of evidence,
leading to a partially justified conclusion.

SPaG is not given in Q4.

 ResultsPlus
\‘ Examiner Tip

Centres should encourage candidates to cross through each bullet point as they
write about them.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper; write within the scannable pages using the
blank spaces.

* When answering the (a) items use three full sentences.

* The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question
and support the reason given.

* The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are achieved if
the evidence/reasons given is 'considered' or appraised for its value as an argument as part of
deciding the evaluation.

* On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer.

* Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked fully.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2D 59



Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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