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Introduction

Religious Studies B
Paper 2: Area of Study 2 - Religion, Peace and Conflict
Option 2C - Islam

This was the first examination series for the new GCSE Specification. The new examination shares
some similarities with the previous papers but there are also many new challenges for candidates,
teachers and the examiners.

The new paper consists of four compulsory questions. There is no choice and candidates are
examined across two religions. It was pleasing to see some excellent work from the candidates this
year demonstrating significant progress in their knowledge and understanding of Islam, its beliefs,
teachings and the impact of faith on a Muslim's daily life.
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Question 1 (a)
Section 1: Muslim Beliefs
Question 1a: Outline three characteristics of Allah.

In 'Outline’ questions candidates are expected to give three short sentences in response to the
question, in this case with a focus on the characteristics of Allah. Most candidates found this a very
straightforward introduction to the paper, with many choosing to reflect the belief that Allah is
omniscient, omnipotent and omni-benevolent. Those who lost marks in this question tended to do
so because they gave a list of three words rather than an outline. Others managed to confuse
themselves and repeated characteristics.

Bullet pointed answers are acceptable, with the provison that each bullet point is a phrase rather
than a single word.

The work of this candidate was included as an example of a candidate who failed to clearly state
three characteristics of Allah.

1 (a) Outline three characteristics of Allah.

(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.
The candidate outlined no correct characteristics.

The first point 'Allah cannot be drawn or imaged' is
a consequence of his characteristics rather than a
characteristic.

The point of Allah having ‘the ability of
predestination’ is an attempt to suggest he is all-
knowing, but since it does not make sense it was
not credited. The final point is a description of the
consequences of Allah's characteristics rather than
stating the characteristic.
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The work of this candidate is included to illustrate the impact of a list, rather than an outline. If the
candidate answered as a list and three items in the list correctly answered the question it was
awarded 1 mark. If however one of the items was incorrect then the candidate got 0.

1 (a) Outline three characteristics of Allah.

(3}

?Omywmﬁ

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.
The candidate gave a list of three correct items.

Allah is all loving, all knowing and forgiving (1).

This is a list and receives one mark.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Three short sentences will maximise the mark.

us

This candidate successfully outlined three characteristics and was awarded three marks.

1 (a) Outline three characteristics of Allah,
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
The candidate outlined three correct
characteristics.

He is immanent (1).
He is transcendent (1).
He is just (1).

//’\\\
Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

The answer doesn't have to be long; brief
sentences are acceptable.
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Question 1 (b)

This emerged as one of the more demanding questions on the paper. Many candidates clearly
understood the idea of predestination and offered two developed ways it may impact on a
Muslim's life. Others struggled because they equated predestination with judgement and failed to
consider the fact that Judgement Day could happen without Allah's predestination.

The work of this candidate was included to illustrate the efforts of those candidates who struggled
to explain the concept of predestination or, indeed, to suggest how it may affect a Muslim in daily
life.

(b) Explain two ways that belief in predestination affects the life of a Muslim.

......... ﬁ\lﬁ.\nwl jﬁim%%

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.
The answer focuses solely on Muslim beliefs about

Judgement Day, with nothing linked to
predestination.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

There is no way around a lack of knowledge and
understanding.
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The work of this candidate is included to represent the work of those who had some understanding
of the concept of predestination but struggled to explain how it would affect a Muslim's life.

(b) Explain two ways that belief in predestination affects the life of a Muslim.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
The candidate gave one developed affect.

They don't stress about matters that have
happened (the affect) (1), developed by, since they
believe that life has already been written in the
tablet (1).

The initial part of the response attempts to explain
predestination but does not suggest an affect.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Focus on the command word in the question, in
this case affect.
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This is included as representative of a candidate who was aware of the concept of predestination
and linked it to affects this may have on a Muslim’s life.

(b) Explain two ways that belief in predestination affects the life of a Muslim.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
The candidate gave two developed affects.

It encourages them to be a good Muslim (1), to

fulfil their destiny as a Muslim (1).

It could comfort them (1), knowing that everything
is part of Allah’s plan (1).

ResultsP!
Examiner Tip

Affect and development equals success.
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Question 1 (c)

The question was:
Explain two reasons why angels are important in Islam.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Many candidates dealt well with this, showing a level of knowledge and understanding of Muslim
beliefs about angels that was appropriate to the demands of the question. Where issues arose it
was largely due to difficulties in selecting and using an appropriate source of authority. In the case
of the Islam papers this was commonly the Qur'an or the Hadith. In a change from the previous
specification an additional mark is available for the use of a source. In order to gain this additional
mark the source must be linked to a developed reason rather than used as a simple reason or as a
development.

Candidates who gave an accurate quote or clearly identifiable paraphrase occasionally lost marks
because they attributed the quotation to the wrong source, e.g. attributing a particular statement
to the Qur'an when it was actually from the Hadith.

This was included as an example of a candidate who responded with basic ideas. There was no
attempt at development or the use of a source of authority.

(c) Explain two reasons why angels are important in Islam.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
The candidate gave two simple reasons, with no
reference to an appropriate source of authority.

It is one of the Six Beliefs (1).
They show Allah’s messages (1).
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Try to develop your reasons in ¢ questions.
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This was included as an example of a candidate who demonstrated significant knowledge and
understanding, but still failed to achieve five marks, in spite of the use of a source of wisdom and
authority.

(c) Explain two reasons why angels are important in Islam.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
The candidate gave one developed reason with a
source of authority, and a simple reason.

The angels are part of the Six Beliefs (1), 'believe in
Allah, the books, the angels' (source of authority,
paraphrase of Surah 4:136) (1), developed by, this
means he must believe it to be a true believer (1).
The angels are a part of God's creation (1).

The attempted development does not concern the
importance of angels as part of God’s creation but
instead refers back to the original reason, so it
could not be credited.
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Remember two developed reasons and a source of
authority.

The work of this candidate was included as an example of a full mark response with two developed
reasons and the accurate use of a source of authority.

(c) Explain two reasons why angels are important in Islam.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

AR Rl oce 'leo{lmlr A is\em becume Yl
HJ e {’fﬂw Yo fead) -LWM-W;& A9rA. Verse “-)"’Keftq[rh{

e propar il gwe b guien whidn U the el
beon vt Roquts Ln A N booh down
‘M e Yerglyck o Nesy Vefodenk tn t§\om.-ﬂ'- H—

ﬂna'fb o N "’*-'9 1W01‘M ¢ n U{W b{co.wf_

e saul Bt e hwmens . B God, Tws 0

W»Ml' btome e Sad o Aeds yl"%dﬁr

SOHWmsLmkﬂala : i‘w T g \A, ngels e
Wy bk ms By hd o g $ Sl Yo,

(o) ﬂc,afl& uapleA’SLmé Wik mowt 1’%, W e ?Ju
fﬂﬁ
nor  be reswrucheh oneh e on o

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2C 13



N

N (ResuitsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.
The candidate gave two developed reasons; with
reference to an appropriate source of authority.

They told the Prophet to read (source of authority)
(1). The Prophet was given the Qur'an (1),
developed by, it is the holy book for Muslims (1).

(The citation from the Qur'an was for the wrong
Surah, the quote can actually be found in Surah
96:1. The candidate correctly identifies that it is
from the Qur'an, that is sufficient for the mark.)

They take the soul of humans to God (1),
developed by, for the hereafter to start (1).

d

ResultsPlus
\

- Examiner Tip

Know the source of your quote.
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Question 1 (d)

The question:

“Prophet Muhammad is the only role model a Muslim needs.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

* refer to Muslim teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

The (d) questions show the greatest departure from the evaluation questions on the old-style
papers. As before candidates are asked to consider arguments for and against. There is now no
requirement for a personal opinion and half the marks require evidence of appraisal and
evaluation. Many candidates were able to argue for both sides of this debate but there was little

evidence of evaluation or appraisal of the quality of the arguments provided.

In 1d and 3d additional marks are available for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar and the vast
majority of candidates achieved 3 marks.

The work of this candidate was included as an example of a poorly scoring response. The candidate

gives little evidence of knowledge of Islam but does achieve 3 marks for spelling and grammar. It is
important that even the weakest candidate attempt to answer both 1d and 3d.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2C
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16

*(d) “Prophet Muhammad is the only role model a Muslim needs.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

+ refer to Muslim teachings

+ reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Level 1, lower mark =1

Spelling and grammar = 3

This is NOT point marking - the level should be
decided using the level descriptors, after finding a
best fit award a mark within the level.

The candidate was awarded level 1 because:

Information/issues are identified

Superficial connections are made among a very
limited range of elements in the question,
underpinned by isolated elements of
understanding of religion and belief.
Judgements are supported by generic arguments
to produce a conclusion that is not justified.

The response was awarded the lowest mark in the
level because:

Little information was identified.

Spelling and grammar: This was awarded 3 marks
because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective
control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms
appropriately.

\ Examiner Tip

Encourage all students to do 1d and 3d.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2C
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This candidate achieved a mark at the top of level 1.
*(d) “Prophet Muhammad is the only role model a Muslim needs."
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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< {ResultsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 6 marks.
Level 1, upper mark =3
Spelling and grammar = 3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues are identified

Superficial connections are made among a limited
range of elements in the question, underpinned by
isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

Judgements are supported by generic arguments
to produce a conclusion that is not justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the
level because:

The candidate fulfilled the requirements for level 1.

Spelling and grammar: This was awarded 3 marks
because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective
control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms
appropriately.

Total mark awarded = 6.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2C
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This candidate was awarded a mark at the top of level 2. There is a clear demonstration of the
knowledge and understanding in the response. However the lack of judgement and appraisal
limited the mark that could be achieved.

*(d) “Prophet Muhammad is the only role model a Muslim needs.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Muslim teachings
- reach a justified conclusion.
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 9 marks.
Level 2, upper mark = 6
Spelling and gramar = 3

The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections are made among many,
but not all, of the elements in the question.

This is underpinned by a limited understanding of
religion and belief.

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the
guestion are made.

Judgements are supported by an attempt to
appraise evidence, much of which may be
superficial, leading to a conclusion that is not fully
justified.

The response was awarded the upper mark in the
level because:

The candidate fulfilled the requirements for level 2.

Spelling and grammar: This was awarded 3 marks
because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective
control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms
appropriately.

Total mark awarded = 9.
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Question 2 (a)

Section 2: Crime and Punishment
The question:
Outline three Muslim beliefs about the importance of justice for the victims of crime.

This caused a number of issues for many candidates who appeared to have read the question as
'Outline three Muslim beliefs about the importance of justice.' By ignoring the 'victims of crime’
many lost marks. This also created issues as many candidates wrote extensively on the topic rather
than giving three short sentences. They therefore wasted precious time and rarely gained much
benefit thereby.

The work of this candidate illustrates that a substantial bullet point can be awarded marks.
However it also illustrates the common problem with this question in that it mentioned victims but
gave reasons why it was important to the criminal rather than the victim.

2 (a) Outline three Muslim beliefs about the importance of justice for the victims of
crime.

(3)

- AU wdima

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

1. All victims should receive justice (1).

The remaining two beliefs considered did not
consider why justice is important to victims.
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The work of this candidate was included as an example of a mid-range candidate.

2 (a) Outline three Muslim beliefs about the importance of justice for the victims of

crime.
(3)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
The candidate outlined two correct beliefs.

Victims can feel compensated (1).
Victims feel safe (1).

The idea of restorative justice could have provided
a third belief; however, in this case, the candidate

suggests that it benefits the criminal rather than
the victim so it was not credited.

& ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Stay focussed on the question.
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This candidate achieved full marks without extensive writing.

2

(@) Outline three Muslim beliefs about the importance of justice for the victims of

crime.

(3)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct beliefs.

It gives the families comfort (1).
Families can grieve more easily (1).
They can trust the justice system (1).

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Don't give more information than is needed.
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Question 2 (b)

The question:

Explain two Muslim attitudes towards the treatment of criminals.

Some candidates approached this question as it was intended and talked about how criminals
should be treated by the justice system; however others discussed forms of punishment. This type

of response was credited since punishment, or indeed forgiveness, is a way of treating criminals.

This was included as an example of a weaker response gaining a single mark.

(b) Explain two Muslim attitudes towards the treatment of criminals.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.
The candidate gave one simple attitude.

They should be treated humanely (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always aim to develop your reasons.
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Many candidates at grade 4 were able to develop one reason but struggled to develop both. The
second reason could easily have been developed by reference to Allah's merciful nature.

(b) Explain two Muslim attitudes towards the treatment of criminals.
(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
The candidate gave one developed and one simple
attitude.

Ensure fair judgement is used (1), developed by,
the punishment is worthy of the crime (1).
They can still be forgiven (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always aim for two clearly developed reasons.
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This candidate achieved full marks.

(b) Explain two Muslim attitudes towards the treatment of criminals.
(4)

Ous. . tasShm._ akrrude  Yowsasds. Na  Vrearmn  of crwndals.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
The candidate gave two developed attitudes.

They should be treated just(ly) (1). Developed by,
Allah is just and taught to be just (1).

They should be forgiven (1), developed by,
Muhammad taught Muslims to forgive (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Remember development must add to the value of
the reason.
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Question 2 (c)

The question asked:

'Explain two teachings from the Qur'an about punishment.' In your answer you must refer to a
source of wisdom and authority.

Many candidates had very clear ideas of the teachings from the Qur'an on the subject of
punishment and this question showed the best use of a source of authority.

This was included as an example of the work of a candidate who did less well in this question.

(c) Explain two teachings from the Qur'an about punishment.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.
The candidate gave one simple teaching; with no
reference to an appropriate source of authority.

The Qur'an teaches that when you die you go to
Allah, he sends you to hell or paradise (1).

This was credited on the basis that hell is the
ultimate punishment. A vague reference to 'the
Qur'an teaches' followed by a generic 'quote’ does
not constitute a source of authority.
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This was included as an example of a candidate who used a source of authority effectively and still
failed to achieve maximum marks.

(c) Explain two teachings from the Qur‘an about punishment.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
The candidate gave one developed teaching with a
source of authority and a second basic teaching.

The punishment must equal the crime (1),
developed by, the more serious the crime the
more serious the punishment should be (1). This is
taught in the Qur'an, ‘An eye for an eye.’ (Source of
authority) (1).

You may accept blood money (1).

The attempted development merely restates the

idea that you can accept blood money so the
repetition was not credited.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Two developed reasons and a linked source of
wisdom and authority is all you need.
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Many candidates made creative use of the quotations they knew, often, but by no means always, to
good effect.

(c) Explain two teachings from the Qur'an about punishment.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.
The candidate gave two developed teachings; with
reference to an appropriate source of authority.

Those who have sinned will be sent to Jahannah
(1), ‘Fear the fire he has prepared for disbelievers’
(from Surah 3:131, source of authority) (1),
developed by, showing that punishment will come
to all that deserve it (1).

Justice must be served (1), developed by, the
wrongdoers must pay for what they have done (1).

The quote is clearly linked to a developed reason
so should be credited as a source of authority.
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A well chosen quotation improves the quality of a
response.

Question 2 (d)

The question:

“Capital punishment is good for society.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

* refer to Muslim teachings

* refer to non-religious points of view

* reach a justified conclusion.

This question, unlike 1d, also required the candidates to consider non-religious views. Many did this
very well, with humanist and atheist perspectives, though it did cause some weaker candidates to
forget that they also had to cover Muslim views.

This was included to illustrate the response of a candidate who, although they wrote quite a lot,

either did not know that the question referred to Capital Punishment, rather than other forms of
physical punishment, or simply did not know what Capital Punishment is.
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(d) “Capital punishment is good for society.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Muslim teachings
« refer to non-religious points of view
- reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

The candidate failed to reach level 1 because:
Information/issues are identified which were not
addressing the question. The candidate appeared
to confuse Capital Punishment with corporal

punishment.

Total mark awarded = 0.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Learn the key ideas from the specification.
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The work of this candidate was included as a fairly basic for and against response with a conclusion
based on personal opinion rather than the weight of the evidence.

(d) “Capital punishment is good for society”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Muslim teachings
refer to non-religious points of view

reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
Level 2, lowest mark =4
The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections are made among many,
but not all, of the elements in the question.

This is underpinned by a limited understanding of
religion and belief.

Limited judgements are supported by an attempt
to appraise evidence, much of which may be
superficial, leading to a conclusion that is not fully
justified.

The response was awarded the lowest mark in the
level because:

Judgements were very limited

There was little attempt to appraise evidence,
much of which may be superficial, leading to a
conclusion that is not fully justified.

No Spelling and grammar marks.
Total mark awarded = 4.

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always aim to generate a body of evidence for
both sides of the argument before considering the
relative merit of the arguments raised.
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This candidate was awarded at the top of level 2.
(d) "Capital punishment is good for society.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should: rl{alﬂ
- refer to Muslim teachings -’
- refer to non-religious points of view -

+ reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 6 marks.
Level 2, upper mark = 6
The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections are made among many,
but not all, of the elements in the question.

This is underpinned by a limited understanding of
religion and belief.

The response was awarded the upper mark in the
level because:

There was little evidence that judgements were
made of the quality of the evidence.

There was a weak attempt to appraise evidence,
much of which was superficial, leading to a
conclusion that is not justified.

Total mark awarded = 6.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

To improve requires evidence of judgement and
appraisal.

us
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Question 3 (a)

Section 3: Living the Muslim Life
The question:
Outline three ways Muslims prepare for prayer.

This caused few problems for most students who were well versed in how Muslims prepare for
prayer.

The work of this candidate was included to highlight the dangers of repetition.

3 (a) Outline three ways Muslims prepare for prayer.

________ o 1S e WIS Lol Lee
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate outlined one correct way.
They wash their hands (1).

All three comments were essentially offering

variations on the same way so washing was
credited once.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Don't keep labouring a point, say it once and move
on.
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The work of this candidate was included as an example of a mid-range candidate achieving two
marks.

3 (a) Outline three ways Muslims prepare for prayer.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
The candidate outlined two correct ways.

Take off their shoes and socks (1).
Wash feet (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Don't waste time and energy developing your
outline.
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Many candidates achieved full marks in this item.

3 (a) Outline three ways Muslims prepare for prayer.

(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct ways.

Clean the surroundings (1).
Face Mecca (1).
Use a prayer mat (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Brief clear reasons are all that is needed.
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Question 3 (b)

The question:

Explain two reasons why giving Zakah is important to Muslims.

Those questions which concerned the Five Pillars were often answered very well by many
candidates. Zakah was no exception with many candidates achieving full marks for two developed

reasons.

It is debatable whether this candidate knew what Zakah is but the generic comment paid dividends
in this case. This was a rare example of a candidate who did not score at least 3.

(b) Explain two reasons why giving Zakah is important to Muslims.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.
The candidate gave one basic reason.

It is one of the five Pillars of Islam (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Learn the Islamic words, not just the English
translation.
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The mark scheme makes it very clear that neither a reason nor a development can be credited
more than once. This is included as an example of a candidate who did just that.

(b) Explain two reasons why giving Zakah is important to Muslims.

(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
The candidate gave one developed and one simple
reason.

They help the ummah by giving Zakah (1), they are
giving to those who are in need (1).
It is a Pillar of Islam (1).

The attempted development, with the idea that
they need to help the community, repeated the

original reason and could not be credited for a
second time.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Don't repeat the development.
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This is an example of the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why giving Zakah is important to Muslims.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
The candidate gave two developed reasons.

It reminds them that wealth is not important (1),
developed by, it teaches them to be non-
materialistic as Allah chooses who is rich and who
is poor (1).

It teaches Muslims to be kind and giving (1),
developed by, and put other people before
themselves (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Two distinctly different reasons and developments.
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Question 3 (c)

The question:
Explain two reasons why the Ten Obligatory Acts are important to Shi'a Muslims.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

This question caused some problems for a number of candidates principally because of the
confusion between the five beliefs and ten Obligatory Acts for Shi'a Muslims. Many found it difficult
to use an appropriate source of authority.

This candidate struggled to come up with reasons for the importance of the Obligatory Acts.
Others, faced with the same problem chose two of the ten and wrote about them. This was
awarded as a sensible alternative approach.

(c) Explain two reasons why the Ten Obligatory Acts are important to Shia Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Qwream e artantmhmm&

(5)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.
The candidate gave one simple reason; with no
reference to an appropriate source of authority.

They tell Muslims what is expected from them (1).

‘ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Think logically about the demands of the question.
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This response is included as typical of the many candidates who were unclear as to what the Ten
Obligatory Acts are, and therefore lost marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why the Ten Obligatory Acts are important to Shi'a Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
The candidate gave one developed reason; with no
reference to an appropriate source of authority.

It makes a path for Shi'a Muslims to follow (1), so
they are not led astray by non-believers (1).

Whilst Tawhid is a characteristic of Allah it is not
one of the Ten Obligatory Acts, so was not
credited.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Learn your Roots and Acts.
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The response of this candidate was included to illustrate the role of the source of authority in the
award of the fifth additional mark. In this case the candidate gives an appropriate source of
authority. However it is only linked to a basic, rather than a developed, reason. Therefore, in this
example, it functions as a development rather than the source of authority.

(c) Explain two reasons why the Ten Obligatory Acts are important to Shi‘a Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons; with
no additional reference to an appropriate source
of authority.

They are a guide for Shi'a Muslims (1), developed
by, this helps them to follow Allah’s teaching (1).
God directly told them in the Quran (1), developed
by ‘Fasting is prescribed for you'. (1)

In this example the quotation develops the reason,
since fasting is one of the Ten Obligatory Acts. To
award the third mark for a source of authority the
quote must be linked to a developed reason. The
attempted development was not credited since it
repeats the development used in the first reason
which cannot be credited twice.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2C 47



Link the source of authority to a developed reason.

Question 3 (d)

The question:

“Reciting the Shahadah is all a person needs to be a Muslim.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

* refer to Muslim teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

As in question 1d up to three additional marks were awarded in this question for Spelling,
Grammar and Punctuation.

Many candidates tackled this question with enthusiasm and it allowed them to demonstrate wider
knowledge and understanding of Muslim life.

This candidate, beyond knowing that the Shahadah is one of the Five Pillars, demonstrates little

knowledge or understanding of Islam. They rely instead on generic comments most of which are
irrelevant.
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*(d) “Reciting the Shahg‘_dah is all a person needs to be a Muslim.”
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
Level 1, lowest mark = 1
Spelling and grammar = 3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues are identified

Superficial connections are made among a limited
range of elements in the question, underpinned by
isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

Judgements are supported by generic arguments
to produce a conclusion that is not fully justified.

The response was awarded the lowest mark in the
level because:

Very limited information/issues are identified.

Very weak superficial connections are made
among a limited range of elements in the question,
underpinned by isolated elements of
understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements are supported by generic arguments
to produce a conclusion that is not justified.

Spelling and grammar: This was awarded 3 marks
because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective
control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms
appropriately.

If the candidate had not included the information
about the Five Pillars the script would have been
awarded 0 marks. In this case, and only in this
case, 0 would also be awarded for Spelling and
grammar.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Don't waste time inventing answers you don't
know, instead maximise the marks you get for
what you do know.
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This is included as an example of a candidate reaching the top of level 1.
*(d) "Reciting the Shahadah is all a person needs to be a Muslim.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

« refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 6 marks.
Level 1, upper mark =3

Spelling and grammar = 3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues are identified

Superficial connections are made among a limited
range of elements in the question, underpinned by
isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

Judgements are supported by generic arguments
to produce a conclusion that is not fully justified.

The response was awarded the upper mark in the
level because:

The candidate met all the requirements of a top
level 1.

Spelling and grammar: This was awarded 3 marks
because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective
control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms
appropriately.

Total mark awarded = 6.

\ Examiner Tip

Try to develop and link your arguments together to
make a reasoned whole.
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This candidate displayed significant knowledge and understanding, begining to link the arguments
together as a reasoned whole. The mark was limited by the lack of judgement and appraisal.

*(d) “Reciting the Shahadah is all a person needs to be a Muslim.

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Muslim teachings
reach a justified conclusion.

Heloy of fairhn that ham CQMEA.......
impﬁzf{‘am e as Salan A ingelves. P“’&"yﬁ 5
s & Aby... Tast oy, Yoo Seers. as. nnare i0npectant....
a> Sadak . Fakes rrme and . d-cdf caker, 30tk fheve. Aila hyua&

Furmxmmmmcauf% ......... k.8 Wmﬁr;ﬂ&baq;
Phed teulel be }a%w— Yo .a.nens Ml 2. Toashie .

Wi CA. Jugfwk X LR W A AR o N R AT T T S PN W o 2
gk ook B

e otovers, Sovue. . ma:y ...... ﬁkf Yy wH-\ Xhe &fu-. nerd—. 85
stebog thar. they. heliare. Allch te. be the only. (ool 5.
a4 I M,?A:?mﬁmﬂ#por?apiﬂam .......... ac ik 15 expecked bo...

R Mg e e LANARAC A FraSen. @m&: A& sy alde. .rrqm‘mm..

e Somesne. 5. abet.

5oeet..ane. of the brjﬁe,sf— Sing..5e.. :quy B dhe
Chalradaln. prevents Ko Prom.. b pﬂee"\m;

56 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2C



9oad _______ O

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 9 marks.
Level 2, upper mark = 6
Spelling and grammar = 3

The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections were made among many,
but not all, of the elements in the question.

This was underpinned by a limited understanding
of religion and belief.

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the
question were made.

Judgements were supported by an attempt to
appraise evidence, much of which was superficial,
leading to a conclusion that was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the
level because:

The candidate fulfilled the criteria required for a
level 2 response.

Spelling and grammar: this was awarded 3 marks
because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective
control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms
appropriately.

Total mark awarded = 9.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2C 57



ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Focus on weighing the value of the arguments
rather than on your personal opinion.
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Question 4 (a)

Section 4: Peace and Conflict

The question asked:

'Outline three Muslim attitudes to the importance of peace.'

Many candidates dealt with this very well, gaining full marks. However some candidates interpreted
this to mean three 'teachings' about peace and therefore failed to mention any attitudes.

The work of this candidate is included to illustrate the difficulties faced by some candidates in
interpreting the command word.

4 (a) Outline three Muslim attitudes to the importance of peace.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

The candidate outlined no correct attitudes.
None of the information offered was linked to
peace.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Focus on the command word.
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Many candidates used the idea that Islam means peace. This was not credited as it is a fact, rather
than an attitude.

4 (a) Outline three Muslim attitudes to the importance of peace.
(3)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
The candidate outlined two correct attitudes.

Allah wants peace (1).
It unites the ummah (1).

The first point was not credited since it is a fact
rather than an attitude.

This was credited as a series of valid responses
each of which would stand rather than as a list.

“ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

An attitude is what a person thinks about an issue.

The work of this candidate was included to illustrate the response of a candidate gaining full marks.

4 (a) Outline three Muslim attitudes to the importance of peace.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
The candidate outlined three correct attitudes.

They should help achieve peace (1).
They should be peaceful people (1).
They should respond to violence with peace (1).

2\
Q ResuitsPlus
) Examiner Tip

A clear focus on attitudes relating to peace.
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Question 4 (b)

The question:
Explain two Muslim teachings about Holy War.
Many candidates were able to apply their knowledge effectively to gain credit in this question.

The work of this candidate was included to illustrate the importance of development. A
development, by definition, should add depth to the original reason. This candidate writes four
short paragraphs but it is effectively a list of separate reasons' as only two reasons can be credited,
the mark was limited to two.

(b) Explain two Muslim teachings about Holy War.
(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
The candidate gave two simple teachings.

Civilians should not be hurt (1).
It should only be done as a last option (1).

The remaining section of the response offers a
number of further teachings, none of which are
developed. As only two reasons can be credited in
a b question this achieved 2 marks.
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ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Develop, don't list reasons.

This candidate successfully developed the second reason, however the first reason was
undeveloped.

(b) Explain two Muslim teachings about Holy War.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
The candidate gave one simple and one developed
teaching.

You should only go to war to defend your religion
(1).

It should be a last resort (1), developed by, when
all other attempts have failed (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Development gains credit.
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This candidate successfully gave two clear and concise developed reasons.

OF \ L SV W[ ETNANV | DL a0\ @GV U
two ﬁuslim teachings about Holy War.

(b) Explain

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
The candidate gave two developed teachings.

It can only be started by a religious leader (1),
developed by, the conflict must be just and
authorised (1).

The sides must be equal (1), developed by, to
reduce loss of life (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Development doesn't need to be long, just
accurate.
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Question 4 (c)
The question:
Explain two reasons why many Muslims are against the use of weapons of mass destruction.

Many candidates found this quite challenging, particularly when trying to reference an appropriate
source of authority.

The work of this candidate was included to illustrate those who struggled to provide two developed
reasons.

(c) Explain two reasons why many Muslims are against the use of weapons of mass
destruction.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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‘v| < Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
The candidate gave one developed reason; with no
reference to an appropriate source of authority.

It is against the teachings of Allah (1), developed
by, Those who slay a man means they slay all
mankind'.

This is an acceptable paraphrase of a quote from
the Qur'an. Since it is clearly the quote the
misspelling was ignored.
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) Examiner Tip
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Be clear and specific in your responses.
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The work of this candidate was included to demonstrate the use of a source of authority as a
simple reason. In order for this to achieve the additional bonus mark the quotation must be linked
to a developed reason rather than a simple reason.

(c) Explain two reasons why many Muslims are against the use of weapons of mass
destruction.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave one developed reason, and
one simple reason which develops an appropriate
source of authority.

It causes pain and death to many innocent people
(1), developed by, because the amount of
destruction it causes is uncontrollable (1).

The Qur'an says ‘Overcome evil with that which is
better' (from Surah 41:34, source of authority) (1).
Developed by, using weapons of mass destruction
is not a better way of overcoming evil as it is a
source of evil (1).

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Two developed reasons, one linked to a source of
authority are required.

The work of this candidate draws attention to the importance to the fact that the source of
authority must be recognisably from the Qur'an or Hadith. Whilst this 'quote’ may embody the
spirit of the Qur'an it is not a recognisable paraphrase of the Qur'an so it was not credited.

(c) Explain two reasons why many Muslims are against the use of weapons of mass
destruction.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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xaminer Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
The candidate gave two developed reasons; with
no reference to an appropriate source of authority.

It is not just (1), developed by, you cannot combat
it (1).

It destroys land (1), developed by, it is destroying
Allah's creation (1).

The quote was not accepted as it does not appear
in the Qur'an.

\_ Examiner Tip

Accurate sources of authority are required.

Question 4 (d)

The question:

“A war today cannot be a Just War.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

* refer to Muslim teachings

* refer to different Muslim points of view

* reach a justified conclusion.

In this (d) question the only valid perspectives are those of Islam; many candidates included non-
religious views which could not be credited.

The work of this candidate indicated no understanding of Just War principles or Islamic teaching on
the way in which a war should be conducted.
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(d) “A war today cannot be a Just War”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Muslim teachings

« refer to different Muslim points of view
reach a justified conclusion.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 0 marks because:

The candidate failed to provide any
information/issues that were relevant to the
concept of a Just War.

This example was included as an example of a
candidate who did not answer the question and so
cannot be credited.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

It is important to know the specification content.
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This candidate achieved level 1. Whilst the knowledge and understanding is quite superficial there
is evidence of understanding of Just War theory and why it may not be applicable today.

(d) “A war today cannot be a Just War”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Muslim teachings
refer to different Muslim points of view
reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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(Total for Question 4 = 24 marks)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
Level 1, upper mark =3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues are identified.

Superficial connections are made among a limited
range of elements in the question, underpinned by
isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

Judgements are supported by generic arguments
to produce a conclusion that is not fully justified.

The response was awarded the upper mark in the
level because:

The candidate fulfilled the regirements for a level 1
response.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

It is rare to reach level 2 by only considering a
single argument.
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This candidate provided a much more detailed response which reached level 2. It was closely
focused on the question and employed current events to illustrate the argument.

(d) “A war today cannot be a Just War”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

+ refer to Muslim teachings

« refer to different Muslim points of view
» reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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(Total for Question 4 = 24 marks)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 6 marks.
Level 2, upper mark = 6
The candidate was awarded Level 2 because:

Superficial connections are made among many,
but not all, of the elements in the question.

This is underpinned by a sound understanding of
religion and belief.

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the
guestion are made.

Judgements are supported by an attempt to
appraise evidence, much of which may be
superficial, leading to a conclusion that is not fully
justified.

The response was awarded the upper mark in the
level because:

Whilst there was little evidence that the candidate
made judgements of elements in the question
there was evidence that they had begun to
deconstruct religious information. This led to a
best fit level at the top of level 2.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Approach question (ds) critically.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

1. Candidates need to clearly understand the requirements for the outline questions. This applies
not only to writing in three short sentences, but also in understanding what the different command
words used mean for the response.

2. In c questions candidates need to link a recognisable quote or paraphrase, usually from the
Qur'an or Hadith, to a developed reason, to be awarded the additional mark as a source of wisdom.

3. Perhaps the most pronounced change in the new specification is the focus on judgement and
appraisal in the extended writing question (ds). Few candidates demonstrated appropriate use of
such. judgement meaning their answers were unable to access the higher levels.

| am confident that this will change moving forward.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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