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Introduction

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies B - Beliefs in Action

Paper 2: Area of Study 2 - Religion, Peace and Conflict
Option 2B - Christianity

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall award.The paper includes four questions, each covers
a section of the specification, candidates are expected to answer all four questions; there is no
element of choice on the paper.The details of the assessment content are provided in the
specification.Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification rather than other published
resources when planning and teaching the course content. The examination is set from the
specification.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Christianity as a lived religion within the United Kingdom,
and its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically about the issues of peace and conflict and crime
and punishment. This unit engages the interest of young people, as it addresses many Christian
beliefs and teachings in addition to some issues affecting young people today.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs, Bullet point 1.7 - The problem of
evil/suffering

The question asked was 'Outline three ways suffering causes problems for Christians'.

The candidates needed to provide ways, not reasons, and the ways could have been practical or
theoretical.

The candidate is awarded 0 marks.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives examples or causes of suffering rather than
the problems it causes. Marks can only be awarded when the
candidate answers the question set.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

A list gains a maximum of 1 mark. You would need to provide an
outline, therefore should write in full sentences.

The candidate writes three sentences outlining three ways.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Three marks are awarded for:
* It means more people need help (1)
* Itis harder to keep peace (1)

* There is more disruption (1) this is a different piece of
information so should be credited.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Make sure you have three distinct sentences to gain marks.

GCSE Religious Studies B1RBO 2B 5



Question 1 (b)

Explain two ways belief in the Trinity is shown in Christian worship.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, and
quotes or examples.The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

This question proved difficult for candidates who failed to read the question carefully and ignored
the part of the question stipulating the ways the Trinity is shown in Christian worship and instead
described the Trinity.

The candidate is awarded 0 marks.

(b) Explain two ways belief in the Trinity is shown in Christian worship.

%

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate is unable to give any ways.

‘ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should read the question very carefully
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The candidate is awarded 3 marks

..... mmmﬁm mul\mbb\ta“n‘ir:n@nwuga

Mo T3 Yl Qigoroning . CL05S.  Ohartng . ¢
NS hﬂm am WM &qﬂq h. &W &m

s s 0y mhgm.,.........ff"]........jj
kwhm A Vit WEN Ofand o CoSS
Wiy | 3 o o Do as Vo G gee

o e e o e Yullug e on ¢ e Wy

\
SQ\ (i
</£ZResultsus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two ways and the second is developed:

* Way One - Performing the cross during prayer (1)

The next part is not about Trinity so cannot be credited - dedicate
their faith to Jesus

* Way Two - by baptism (1)

* Development Two - stating the Trinitarian formula (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always try to develop the way.
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Question 1 (c)

Bullet point 1.2 - The creation of the universe.

The question asked was:

Explain two ways the Bible describes the creation of the universe.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items.Therefore, two reasons were required, and both
needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, and
quotes or examples.The development must relate to the reason given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice.Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

Information about the creation of Adam and Eve cannot be credited in this example as this is about
creation of humanity not creation of the universe.

(c) Explain two ways the Bible describes the creation of the universe.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(S)
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< / ResultsPlus
'g/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one accurate way:

* Way One - God put light into the world (1)

Then there is repetition about light into the world

Then there is information about the creation of Adam and Eve,

which cannot be credited as this is about creation of humanity not
creation of the universe.

y \
/ \
4 \

&4\ ResultsPlus
\\ Examiner Tip

Try to learn sources of wisdom and be able to use them accurately
and in context in your exam.

(c) items are point marked.

This candidate was awarded 5 marks.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B 9
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< / ResultsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

(c) items provide marks for up to five points, 2 for ways, 2 for the
development of each way and one for an accurate source that
relates to the way given.

* Way One - it happened in six days (1)
* Source - added things to the universe on each day and on
Sunday he rested (1) - this is a paraphrase of Genesis 1 which

can be accepted as a source

* Development One - as the universe belongs to God - this is
extra and different material, so it is development (1)

There is then information about the universe being in God's image

- this refers to humanity not the universe so cannot be credited.
Only accurate information can be credited.

* Way Two - Universe reflects his power and beauty (1)

* Development Two - intending it to be perfect (1)

< ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

The source of wisdom can be given as a recognisable paraphrase.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items.

The candidates are being assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AQO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the validity of the arguments used to
gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons for and
against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames
restricted the flow of the arguments restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs, Bullet point 1.5 - The nature and
significance of salvation and the role of Christ within salvation.

The question asked:

‘Atonement is all that is needed for people to be saved.
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

* refer to Christian teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to give a
non-religious response.

The statement was about the different understandings about salvation and whether atonement is
needed or not. Better scoring candidates referred to the sacrificial death of Jesus, and faith shown
by action, and candidates who struggled generally misunderstood the concept of atonement.

(d) items are LEVEL marked and NOT point marked.

The candidate gains 4 marks in total.

The candidate has reached level 1 and was awarded 1 mark + 3 marks for SPaG.

12 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B



*(d) “Atonement is all that is needed for people to be saved.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Christian teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 1 because....

The candidate is able to provide information among a limited
range of elements in the question.

This gives an isolated element of understanding of religion and
belief.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark in the bottom of the mark range
for level 1 because a small number of the demands of the level
descriptor are met.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks in this example because:

*The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.
*The candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of
meaning overall.

*The candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms as
appropriate.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2B 13
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&I\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Please ensure you address all the bullet points in the question.

Do not refer to material that is not asked for - if a question does
not ask for a non-religious response and the candidate provides it,
this part of the answer will not gain you any credit.

(d) items are LEVEL marked and are NOT point marked.

14 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B



The candidate gains 11 marks in total.
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/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate reached level 3 and was awarded 8 marks + then 3
marks for SPaG

The candidate gained level 3 because....

The candidate deconstructs religious information at many points.
They write coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.

They have made connections among many, but not all, of the
elements in the question.

At the end of each paragraph the candidate constructs coherent
and reasoned judgements of many, but not all and begins to make
judgements

The candidate begins to appraise evidence in each paragraph.
They write a partially justified conclusion.

The candidate is awarded 8 marks in the middle of the mark range
for level 3 because more demands of the level descriptors for 3
rather than 2 are met.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because

*The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.
*The candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of
meaning overall.

*The candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms as
appropriate.

\ Examiner Tip

You should ensure you take opportunities to assess and analyse
the validity of the evidence supporting the statement.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment, Bullet point 2.4 - Christian
attitudes towards punishment.

The question asked was:
Outline three Christian teachings about punishment.

The candidates needed to provide any Christian teaching, not specifically Bible teachings, or any
other form of source of wisdom.

(a) items are point marked, the outline requires three outlined points.

Some candidates may answer using a list which is not an outline and thus can only receive 1 mark
according to the mark scheme.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

2 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about punishment.

(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Award one mark for each point identified;
* An eye for and eye (1)

* Always forgive those who have done wrong (1) (which is
developed and there are no marks for developed) in an (a) item

* Only God should punish (1)

It does not make any difference whether a candidate uses bullet
points or not.

18 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B
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¢ \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

If you record each teaching separately, it makes it easier to read
for those who are marking your script.

Some candidates may answer using a list which is not an outline and thus can only receive 1 mark
according to the mark scheme.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B 19



2 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about punishment.

V0. Secen
0.\ e T o S e

5)0~f\‘5‘i§)>r0\'\o_\x

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 0 marks as the candidate has not given
3 accurate teachings even as a list.

& ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

To gain 1 mark for a list 3 responses in the list must be correct.

20 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2B



Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment, Bullet point 2.7 - Christian
teachings about the treatment of criminals.

The question asked was:
Explain two Christian teachings about the treatment of criminals.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, and
quotes or examples.The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

It appears that many candidates were not able to provide development for this question; it is
important that candidates know the teachings and are able to explain them and give examples of
their use.

(b) items are point marked and two beliefs are required.
This candidate is awarded 2 marks.

Chasnan

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for reasons and 2 for the
development of each reason.

The candidate gives two reasons:

* Reason One - Be treated fairly (1)

* Reason Two - become better citizens (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2B 21



ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

It helps to write an answer which divides into 2 paragraphs, each
containing a reason and a development.

22  GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2B



The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

* Reason One - Should be forgiven (1)

* Development One - the example of Jesus forgiving the woman

M
* Reason Two - Love thy neighbour (1)

* Development Two - criminals should not be treated differently
(1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

A source can be accepted as a development of a reason.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2B 23



Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment, Bullet point 2.3 - Christian
teachings about good evil and suffering.

The question asked was:

Explain two ways Christians explain why people suffer.

Candidates needed to answer giving ways they are helped, not reasons why they are helped.
Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.They must also correctly use a source of wisdom in

their answer which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the way given in the answer.

Candidates giving better answers referred to free will, moral and natural evil. Less able candidates
tried to shoehorn in the inconsistent triad, and they gained no marks.

(c) items are point marked.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

€. PeOPle. dfLec. Lo, OhWferene.
ARDgs. some. PO Duffer £0am..NoE.
mlng er\ootaha L0000 QAN .

%ome peoD(_o au ................. c ........... Ne (om ________ Q&mﬂa )
and._frendas. . Clamg .......... £ CL nCJDeomD
wane 0 éend o (\vCo Ehenn .

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for ways, 2 for the
development of each way and one for an accurate source that
relates to the way given.

The candidate gives two ways; these are not developed:

* Way One - Not have enough food or drink (1)

* Way Two - Family and friends die (1)

24  GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0O 2B
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<O\ ResultsPlus
\\, Examiner Tip

You need to be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the
specification in order to achieve higher grades.

(c) items are point marked.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for ways, 2 for the development of each way and one for
an accurate source that relates to the way given.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two ways. These are developed and there is
an accurate source of wisdom.

* Way One - God is testing us (1)

* Development One - to see how loyal we are (1)

* Source - Paraphrase of Job (1)

* Way Two - breaking God's rule (1)

¢ Development Two - punished for their sin (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always use a relevant source.
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the (d) items. As explained in the specification this means:
Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.

AQO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used to gain the higher grades.Many candidates produced excellent answers giving
reasons for and against, but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.Formulas and writing
frames restricted the flow of the arguments, restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment, Bullet point 2.1 - Christian
attitudes towards justice.

The question asked was:

YJustice is important for victims.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
Candidates needed to have a greater understanding of the concept.

In your response you should:

* refer to Christian teachings

* refer to non-religious points of view

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates were required to give a non-religious response, this did not have to be
specifically Humanist or atheist.

The statement was designed to evaluate different understandings about justice and whether it is
needed for victims specifically or not. Better scoring candidates referred to justice and were able to
refer to biblical examples and explain that biblical evidence gave the answer weight; candidates
who struggled misunderstood the concept of justice or did not refer to the victim, referring to the
perpetrator instead.

This question does not have SPaG marks and it is out of 12.

This candidate gains 7 marks.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B
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In your response you should:

- refer to Christian teachings
« refer to non-religious points of view
+ reach a justified conclusion.
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ultsPlus

xaminer Comments

The candidate gained level 3 because....

The candidate deconstructs religious information at many points.
They write coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.

They have made connections among many, but not all, of the
elements in the question.

At the end of each paragraph the candidate constructs coherent
and reasoned judgements of many, but not all and begins to make
judgements.

The candidate begins to appraise evidence in each paragraph
They write a partially justified conclusion.

The candidate is awarded 7 marks, the bottom of the mark range
for level 3 because not all of demands of the level descriptors for 3
rather than 2 are met.

There is lots of information here but some is general, and it could
provide more deconstruction of religious information and issues,
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.

<%H\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Do not become too general in your answers.

This question does not have SPaG marks and is out of 12.
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The candidate gains 5 marks.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B 31



ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has reached level 2 and was awarded 5 marks
which is the middle of Level 2

The candidate gained level 2 because....

The candidate superficial connections are made among many, but
not all, of the elements in the question - it is able to use knowledge
from the Christian perspective and isolated knowledge from a non-
religious viewpoint.

They showed a limited understanding of religion and belief.

A conclusion was given with no appraisal of the evidence.

It is really important to use the level descriptors to find the level,
rather than look for a number of facts. These are AO1.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks in the middle of the mark range
for level 2 because most, but not all of the demands of the level
descriptor are met.

ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Remember to mention either a Christian view or a non-religious
view so you can be awarded levels 3 or 4.

32 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0O 2B




Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life, Bullet point 3.3 - The nature
and purpose of prayer.

The question asked was
Outline three types of prayer.

The candidates needed to provide types, not ways or reasons, and these could be varied but not
named examples.

(a) items are point marked. An outline requires three outlined points.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

3 (a) Outline three types of prayer,

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate outlined three types.
¢ Singing hymns (1)
* Reading passages from the Bible (1)

* Lord’s Prayer (1)

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Each type needs to be in its own standalone sentence to be an
outline.

This candidate did not provide an outline only a list.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B 33



3 (a) Outline three types of prayer.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

Three TYPEs are required.

This candidate has answered using a list which is not an outline
and thus can only receive 1 mark according to the mark scheme.

This candidate is awarded 1 mark.

All types identified in the list are correct - if any one type was
incorrect it would get 0 marks.

‘ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Three separate sentences is a good idea.
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Question 3 (b)

Bullet point 3.2 - The role of sacraments in Christian life.
The question asked was:
Explain two different Christian attitudes towards the use of sacraments.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, and
quotes or examples.The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

Candidates need to show knowledge and understanding of 2 attitudes to sacraments. Comparing
denominations was an ideal way to do this.

(b) items are point marked. Two attitudes are required.

The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

(b) Explain two different Christian attitudes towards the use of sacraments.
(4)
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N / ResultsPlus
‘f,/\ Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for attitudes and
2 marks for the development of each attitude.

The candidate gives two attitudes, one of which is developed:

* Attitude One - they are a special blessing (1)

e Attitude Two - Some Christian think there are 2 (1)

¢ Development Two - Catholics think there are 7 (1)

The rest of the answer does not add to the first reason and
therefore cannot be credited.

\ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

Examples linked to the reason given are a good way of gaining
marks.
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This candidate is awarded 4 marks.
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* ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for attitudes and
2 marks for the development of each reason.

The candidate gives two developed attitudes:
* Attitude One - choosing the path of God (1)

* Development One - have God as part of your life (1) (extra
information is development)

* Attitude Two - Some think it is not important (1)

* Development Two - follow God and his rules (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Writing reasons in separate paragraphs like this candidate is a
good idea.
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life, Bullet point 3.6 - The future of
the Christian Church.

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why missionary work is important for some Christians.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks.Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, and quotes or examples.The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’; this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice.Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for REASONS, 2 for the development of each REASON and
one for an accurate source that relates to the REASON given.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks.
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(c) Explain two reasons why missionary work is important for some Christians.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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'g/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two REASONS. These are developed AND
there is an accurate source of wisdom:

* Reason One - Can spread their faith (1)

* Development One - encourage others to convert (1)

* Source - Jesus said preach to all creation (1)

¢ Reason Two - Helps others in need (1)

* Development Two - Treat others.... (source = development) (1).

/ \
y \

. ResultsPlus
<

) Examiner Tip

Sources can be paraphrased, however they must be recognisable.
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The candidate is awarded 2 marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed reason and no source.

¢ Reason One - Closer to God (1)

* Development One - makes their belief stronger (1)
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Question 3 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their
significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion'. There must be some consideration of the validity of the arguments
used/appraisal to gain the higher grades.Many candidates produced excellent answers giving
reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.Formulas and writing
frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life, Bullet point 3.1 - Christian
worship

The question asked was: ‘Worship should have no formal structure.’Evaluate this statement
considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
* refer to Christian teachings
* refer to different Christian points of view
* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a
non-religious response.

The statement was about the different understanding about liturgical and non-liturgical worship;
most candidates were able to recognise this but few were able to compare and contrast the
arguments or appraise their argument.

The candidate gains 9 marks in total.
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*(d) “Worship should have no formal structure.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should: _ {7 = n0n ~ Llgea |
refer to Christian teachings' . acg @24k = [\ lwrgirer)
refer to different Christian points of view

« reach a justified conclusion. \ goe! Luclgel 'f"%w
(15)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has reached level 2 and was awarded 6 marks + 3
marks for SPaG.

The candidate gained level 2 because....

The candidate's superficial connections are made among many,
but not all, of the elements in the question. It did not really go
beyond recording arguments for and against.

They showed a limited understanding of religion and belief.
Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made.

The candidate is awarded 6 marks at the top of the mark range for
level 2 because nearly all of the demands of the level descriptor
are met and there is the beginning of an appraisal shown.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because

*The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.
*The candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of
meaning overall.

*the candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms as
appropriately.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

You can write on the exam paper to plan as required.
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The candidate gains 4 marks in total.

The candidate has reached level 1 and was awarded 1 mark + 3 marks for SPaG.
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* ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 1 because....

The candidate makes superficial connections among a limited
range of elements in the question, underpinned by isolated
elements of understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a
conclusion that is not fully justified.

The elements missing in this response are that it shows arguments
for and not against and it does not give a conclusion. This means it
cannot go beyond L2.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Practice arguing for and against judgements before the exam.
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Question 4 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict, Bullet point 4.1 - Christian attitudes
towards peace.

The question asked was:
Outline three Christian teachings about peace.

The candidates needed to provide teachings about the peace which is bullet 4.1. This elicited a wide
range of correct responses; it did not require teachings quoting a source of wisdom.

(a) items are point marked. An outline requires three outlined points.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

4 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about peace.

(3)
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Examiner Comments

Candidate was awarded one mark for each point identified:

* Christians believe in peaceful protest (1)
* Bible says ‘blessed are the peacemakers’ (1)

* Being against violence (1)

,//\\

e )
WA\ ResultsPlus
N

Examiner Tip

Do not use a list when an outline is asked for.
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This candidate is awarded 1 mark.

4 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about peace.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

One mark is awarded for each point identified:
* Love thy neighbour (1)

The other information is not entirely accurate and would need
more information to be credited.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

You should provide 3 full sentences to answer an item.
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict, Bullet point 4.5 - Christian attitudes
to the Just War theory.

The question asked was:
Explain two reasons why a conflict might be described as a Just War.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, and
quotes or examples.The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

Candidates who knew the conditions of a Just War were able to give reasons but often were unable
to develop this reason.

(b) items are point marked. Two reasons are required.

The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why a conflict might be described as a Just War.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two reasons and one is developed.

¢ Reason One - Casualties would be less (1)

No development

* Reason Two - self-defence (1)

* Development Two - to survive (1)

) )
<O\ ResultsPlus

\) Examiner Tip

Please ensure that you read the secondary command word in each
question.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives three reasons. Only the first and third reasons are developed.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate is credited so that they gain the maximum marks
possible.

It is not the first 2 reasons given that are credited.

* Reason One - Right reasons (1)

* Development One - no going against... teaching (1)
* Reason Two - no death to innocent (0)

e Reason Three - Last resort (1)

* Development Three - nothing else would stop it (1)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Try to vary your answers as much as possible to avoid overlapping
material.
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict, Bullet point 4.6 - Christian
responses to non-religious arguments against life after death.

The question asked was:
Explain two Christian responses to the problems caused by conflict.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks.Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, and quotes or examples.The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom'’; this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice.Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

This item was straight off the specification almost using the exact wording and yet some candidates
assumed it was looking for Christian teachings about conflict and so received no marks. The
specification identified three problems: violence, war and terrorism. Some candidates did very well
on this question.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed responses, however there is no accurate source of wisdom.

(c) Explain two Christian responses to the problems caused by conflict.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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‘f,/\ Examiner Comments

* Response One - Must have happened for a reason (1)
* Development One - To test faith (1) (examples are development)
Then there is reversed development

* Development Two - Send Christian Aid (1) (this is an example so
this is development)

* Response Two - support those in need (1) (this links to protest).

\

| ResultsP
\ Examiner Tip

Read the questions carefully. It is an advantage to be aware of the
wording of the specification.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for RESPONSES, 2 for the development of each RESPONSE
and one for an accurate source that relates to the RESPONSE given.
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The candidate is awarded 1 mark.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one response, which is vague and repeated.

* Response One - there should be no violence involved (1)
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their
significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion'. There must be some consideration of the validity of the arguments
used/appraisal to gain the higher grades.Many candidates produced excellent answers giving
reasons for and against, but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing
frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting candidates' progression to the higher levels.

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict, Bullet point 4.7 - Christian attitudes
to weapons of mass destruction.

The question asked was: ‘Christians should not support the acquisition of weapons of mass
destruction.'Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
* refer to Christian teachings
* refer to relevant ethical arguments
* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that as required in the bullet point in the question candidates are required to give an
ethical argument.

Candidates were able to give knowledge and understanding of this issue; however it was often
overlooked that the question was about acquisition, not use, and those who missed that point
gained lower marks as a result. Very few candidates were analytical in their approach and limited
themselves to level 2 as a best fit.
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The candidate gains 8 marks.

(d) “Christians should not support the acquisition of weapons of mass destruction.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should: :
« refer to Christian teachings - ed v WEU tha sword die \ogthg Sward,

- refer to relevant ethical argumentwslmmgﬂ FHULE

+ reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 3 because....

The candidate deconstructs religious information at many points.
They write coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.

They have made connections among many, but not all, of the
elements in the question.

At the end of each paragraph the candidate constructs coherent
and reasoned judgements of many, but not all and begins to make
judgements.

The candidate begins to appraise evidence in each paragraph.
They write a partially justified conclusion.

The candidate is awarded 8 marks in the middle of the mark range
for level 3 because more demands of the level descriptors for 3
rather than 2 are met.

There is lots of information here but some is general, and it could
provide more deconstruction of religious information or issues,
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.

60 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B



%
\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Make sure you are familiar with the requirements in the levels
mark schemes.

The candidate gained Level 3 and 8 marks
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(d) “Christians should not support the acquisition of weapons of mass destruction.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Christian teachings
- refer to relevant ethical arguments
« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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The candidate gained level 3 because....

The candidate deconstructs religious information at many points.
They write coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.

They have made connections among many, but not all, of the
elements in the question.

At the end of each paragraph the candidate constructs coherent
and reasoned judgements of many, but not all and begins to make
judgements.

The candidate begins to appraise evidence in each paragraph.
They write a partially justified conclusion.

The candidate is awarded 8 marks in the middle of the mark range
for level 3 because more demands of the level descriptors for 3
rather than 2 are met.

There is lots of information here but some is general, and it could
provide more deconstruction of religious information or issues,
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Answer (a) items in outlines, i.e. full sentences

Provide 3 sentences for (a) items, each on a separate line

(b) items should have 2 developed reasons, not more than 2

Development may be (1) examples (2) quotes (3) extra relevant material

Development must link to the reason given and still answer the question set

(c) items are similar to (b) items but should also use a source as a fifth element

the source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable

the source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given
* (d) item responses must show AO2 skills to get high marks
* (d) items must show an appraisal of the argument, not simply rely on a set format

* Level descriptors should be used to mark (d) items, not point marking.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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