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Introduction
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies.

Religious Studies B Paper 1: Area of Study 1 – Study of Religion Option 1D – Buddhism.

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award.The assessment consists of four questions;

candidates must answer all four questions.The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification.Centres are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.
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Question 1 (a) 

Paper Introduction

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies B Paper 1: Area of Study 1 – Study of Religion Option 1D – Buddhism.

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award.The assessment consists of four questions,

candidates must answer all four questions.The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification.Centres are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

1RB0_1D_Q01a

Question Introduction

The question asked was ‘Outline three beliefs about the Three Marks of Existence'. Candidates are

asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, only a list can reach a maximum of one mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

Using this question:

Impermanence, no self, suffering (1 mark for list).

All things are in a state of change. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information.)

Impermanence, no self, right intention (no marks as all three of list must be correct to gain the

mark.)

This question asked candidates to 'Outline three beliefs about the Three Marks of Existence'. As an

outline was asked for a list of beliefs can only gain a maximum of one mark.

GENERIC INFORMATION ABOUT LISTS/SENTENCES

Using this question:

Impermanence, no self, suffering (1 mark for list)

All things are in a state of change (1 mark for a sentence outlining one correct piece of

information)

Impermanence, no self, right intention (no marks as all three of list must be correct to gain the

mark)
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This was awarded three marks for three correct

outlines:

suffering

no self

impermanence

Centres should encourage candidates to write in

full sentences in order to ensure that their

response is an outline and not a list.
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The response was awarded one mark.

The candidate began well, but moved into a

description of the Four Noble Truths. However,

reward was given for the relevant outline of

dukkha:

There is always suffering.

Centres need to encourage candidates to be sure

they are clear about the different 'numerical'

teachings within Buddhism - for example the

difference between the content of the Five

Precepts and the Five Khandas. Failure to do so, or

confusion - as here between the Marks of

Existence and the Noble Truths - can mean the loss

of marks.
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This response was given three marks.

There are three correct outlines in this response:

All things are impermanent

Nobody has a self as they are constantly changing

Every living being experiences suffering

It is good idea to separate each outline by starting

a new line for each one.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 1D     7



Question 1 (b) 

This question asked for two reasons why panna was important for Buddhists. Candidates who

performed less well on this question were either unable to develop answers or were unsure of the

meaning of panna. It is important that centres teach both the original term and the translation as

questions can include either when both are given in the specification.

Furthermore, the question was about how panna can be understood/interpreted by Buddhists.

Answers which were simply a description of wisdom were not credited.
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This response gained four marks.

There are two developed reasons in this response.

Reason 1: ‘understand Buddhist teachings’ was

developed by ‘aid journey to enlightenment’

Reason 2: ‘deeper understanding of Buddhism'

(not the same as teachings) was developed by

‘strengthen faith and deeper commitment’.

Centres should encourage candidates to make

sure that, in a developed response, both parts of

their answer are able, as here, to stand on their

own.
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This response gained one mark.

Here there is one simple reason: ‘can be used to

reach enlightenment’.

The second part of the answer does not really

develop the theme, saying much the same thing,

and so the mark remained at 1.

Centres need to make sure candidates realise

rewording a reason does not count as

development.
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This response gained two marks.

In this response there is one developed reason :

’encourages metta’ (1) was developed by ‘develops

more positive karma’ (1)

The second reason did not really respond to the

question and seemed to try to use material from

1a to justify itself, and so did not gain marks.

Centres should encourage pupils not to rely on

transferring material from different parts of a

question in order to try to gain marks.
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Question 1 (c) 

The question asked for two reasons why nibanna was important for Buddhists, and this was point

marked. A fifth mark is given for a relevant source of wisdom integrated into the answer.

Some candidates added the source of wisdom almost as a footnote at the end of their response.

This could not be credited when it was not linked to the body of the response.
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This response received five marks for two

developed reasons and a clear source of wisdom

correctly used:

Reason 1: ’actions have consequences’ (1)

developed by ‘can lead to a bad rebirth’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘reminds that nibbana is a priority’ (1)

developed by ‘skilful actions bring peace’

Source: Five Precepts used to justify the

arguments.

Centres should be certain that the source of

wisdom is genuine as Buddhism and the Buddha

have attracted a considerable number of 'fake

quotes'.
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This response gained four marks.
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It is an interesting response in that it can be seen

as two developed reasons, or as one developed

reason plus a simple reason with a source of

authority.

The example of the Buddha can therefor either be

seen as a development or as the source of

authority. However it cannot be credited twice, so

the mark remains at 4, not 5.

Reason 1: ‘explains actions’ (1) developed by

‘should therefore know how to behave’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘helps to understand how to reach

enlightenment’ (1) developed/sourced by the

example of the Buddha (1)

Separating the two reasons into two paragraphs

not only makes it easier to distinguish those

reasons but can also help clarify the thinking of the

candidate.
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This response gained two marks.
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This response gives two clear reasons:

Reason 1: ‘kamma can bring about enlightenment’

(1)

Reason 2: ‘your behaviour can influence other

people’s kamma’ (1)

There was no reference to a source of wisdom, so

it was not able to receive a mark for that reason.

The first part of this response was description

rather than reasoning and so was not creditable.

Centres need to encourage candidates to pay

particular attention to the wording of the question

and respond accurately to

'reasons'/'ways'/'teachings' rather than, as in this

case, giving a description of kamma.
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Question 1 (d) 

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with knowledge and understanding.

Candidates will be required to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as

accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and in meeting AO2 descriptors.

This response gained a total of 11 marks.
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It was given Level Three - 8 marks - because:

The deconstruction of the religious

information/issues suggests an accurate

understanding of religion and belief to develop

reasoning which addresses the issues raised by the

statement.

There are logical chains of reasoning that consider

different viewpoints and there is a coherency in

the presentation of the argument.

There was also a partially justified conclusion.

The response also gained three marks for SPaG as:

The candidate spells and punctuates with

consistent accuracy.

The candidate uses rules of grammar with

effective control of meaning overall.

The candidate uses a wide range of specialist

terms as appropriate.

Centres should encourage candidates to go

beyond for and against arguments with a

conclusion as this is likely to limit them to Level

Two marks.

The focus in the 'd' questions is on appraisal of the

material and this response begins to show how

this differs from reasons for and against. Other

examples in this report will show where this has

not been achieved.
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Question 2 (a) 

The question asked for ways in which family life is important for Buddhists. Whilst many responses

were well written others performed less well as they discussed roles within the family of purposes

of the family rather than the ways required by the question.

This response was awarded 2 marks.
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The response contains two clear reasons:

It is a place to show loving kindness (1)

Can decrease suffering by supporting each other

(1)

The third point is not really a way and also basically

repeats the content of the first two ways and so

could not be credited.

It is important for centres to stress the importance

of the wording of the question. Candidates should

be encouraged to highlight the key words to keep

the demands of the question in focus.
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This response was not credited.

This is an example of where a response was not

credited as it dealt with roles within the family

rather than the importance of family life. Whilst

the content is accurate as it does not meet the

demands of the question it could not be credited

As in the first example, it is important that centres

encourage candidates to pay close attention to the

wording of the questions.
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This response gained 3 marks.

This response gained its three marks for three

clear ways in which family life is important:

It can help Metta flourish

It educes suffering caused by loneliness

It means the family can carry out duties laid down

in scripture

This response shows how writing in sentences

guarantees that the result is an outline rather than

a list.
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Question 2 (b) 

This question asked for two Buddhist beliefs about sex outside marriage and was well answered by

a majority of candidates, many of whom were able to use the Five Precepts to ground their

responses and so develop their answers.

The response was given 3 marks.
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There is in this response a simple and a developed

reason.

Belief 1: ‘goes against the Third Precept’ (1)

Belief 2: ‘ goes against the Eightfold Path’ (1)

developed by example of ‘right action’ (1)

In a question that asks for two ways, give two ways

(not three) as the third way will not be credited.
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This response was given 4 marks.

The response gives two developed beliefs:

1: ‘monks lead a celibate life’(1) developed by ‘they

can focus on enlightenment’ (1)

2: is REVERSE DEVELOPMENT: ‘fine as long as it

does not cause suffering’(1) reverse developed by

‘disregards First Precept’ (1). The candidate has

given the development before the reason and this

will be credited.

Whilst this candidate directly quotes the Five

Precepts, paraphrases would be equally acceptable

as long as relevant and recognisable.
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Question 2 (c) 

This question, unlike 1b, did ask for teachings about the roles within the family. As was specified in

the comments for 1c, it is important that in each c question the source of wisdom is clearly linked to

the teachings given.

This response was given 2 marks.
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This response gives a teaching that women have a

more domestic role (1) justified by an example

from the Sigalovada Sutta (1 – Source of Wisdom).

The second reason could not be credited as early

Buddhism in fact encouraged wives to understand

their husband's business in case of the

indisposition of the husband.

If in doubt about suitable sources of wisdom, use a

search engine to find specific Buddhist teachings.

For accurate Buddhist teachings there are many

excellent Buddhist centres which have informative

and accurate teachings available online.
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This response was given four marks.

This response gives a simple teaching plus a

source of wisdom and a developed teaching:

Teaching 1: ‘women have household duties (1)

justified by a teaching of the Sigalovada Sutta –

SoWA (1)

Teaching 2: ‘men to share authority’ (1) developed

by ‘man and women should treat each other

equally’ (1)

Paraphrases of sources of wisdom are acceptable

as long as they are accurate, relate to the question,

and are from genuine Buddhist teachings.

Accurate references - i.e. chapter/verse - are not

necessary as long as the reference is generally

stated.
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This response was given 5 marks.
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This response gives two developed teachings and

also two sources of authority. However, only one

source of authority would have been credited,

even if this candidate had only given two simple

reasons.

Teaching 1: ‘specific roles existed for men and

women’ (1) developed by historical influence (1) of

Sigalovada Sutta

Teaching 2: ‘everyone equally shares same role’ (1)

reverse developed by ‘the effect of modern times’

(1) and justified by source of wisdom – Five

Precepts (1)

Two sources of wisdom accompanied by two

simple reasons will only gain three marks as

questions specifically refer to a source of wisdom

and authority.
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Question 2 (d) 

See below.

Responses in d questions must underpin their analysis and evaluation with knowledge and

understanding. Candidates will be required to demonstrate thorough knowledge and

understanding as well as accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and in

meeting AO2 descriptors.

The key to this question was 'in today's world' and many responses focused more on contraception

rather than the Buddhist's relationship to the environment.
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The response gained Level Three - 8 marks - as:

It began to deconstruct the religious

information/issues which suggests that there was

an accurate understanding of religion and belief.

This enabled the response to develop reasoning

which addressed all the issues raised by the

statement.

There were logical chains of reasoning.

Both sides of the argument were considered.

There was coherency in the presentation of the

argument.

There was a partially justified conclusion, but not a

comprehensive appraisal.

SPaG is not assessed in either 2d or 4d.

Centres need to encourage candidates to look

carefully at the stimulus quotation. It will give a

clear indication of what is being looked for. All

parts of the quotation need to be addressed.
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Question 3 (a) 

This question asked for responses which outlined three ways in which meditation could be

practised. Responses that scored less well often focused on places where meditation can take place

rather than the ways in which it is performed.

This response was given 3 marks.

The response was awarded 3 marks as it provided

a recognisable outline of three types of meditation.

Whilst the answer was in bullet points rather than

in full sentences the information given was more

than simply a list and so could be awarded a mark

for each correct type.

Bullet points are acceptable for a question but

need to be more than one or two word responses.

The published mark scheme gives clear examples

of the way this can be achieved.
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This response was awarded 3 marks.

Unlike the first example, whilst the response does

not name the types of meditation, the response

clearly indicates what they are and they are clearly

ways:

Focus the mind through artefacts

Reflect upon thoughts

Consider the nature of existence

and so provides a clear outline that can be given

three marks.

This example and the first show that there can be

very different ways of reaching full marks.
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This response was awarded 1 mark.

The response has one creditable way:

Concentrating and focusing of the mind.

However a second mark cannot be given for the

short list that makes up the second and third way.

A mark for a list will only be awarded if a mark has

not already been given for an outline.

As in all a questions one or two word reasons are

not outlines.
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Question 3 (b) 

This question asked for two reasons why objects of devotion are used in worship. Responses that

scored less well often described the objects of devotion rather than the reasons for their use.

This response was awarded 3 marks.

The response gave a developed and a simple

reason:

Reason 1: ‘can represent the dhamma’ (1)

developed by ‘therefore can show commitment to

teachings’

Reason 2: ‘ can help them to focus’ (1)

A way of checking whether answers are really

developed is by seeing whether each part stands

on its own. Reason 1 would have been acceptable

if it had only been either the first half or the

second half, so is clearly a developed reason.

Equally it is very clear that reason 2 has nothing

that can lift it to the higher mark.
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This response was given four marks.

The response has two developed reasons:

Reason 1: ‘focus the mind’ (1) developed by

‘enhances concentration’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘objects link with forms of worship

(mantra) (1) developed by ‘ beads can count

repetitions said’ (1)

Separating the two reasons into different

paragraphs helps with the clarity of the answer

and so can help focus the argument.
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This response was given two marks.

There are two simple reasons:

Reason 1: ‘aids concentration’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘shows gratitude for the Buddha and

dhamma’ (1)

Running the two reasons together could make it

harder for both candidate and examiner to

distinguish between simple and developed

reasons as the eye can be confused as to where

the reason changes.
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Question 3 (c) 

This question asked for two reasons why kathina is important for some Buddhists and was a

problematical question for many candidates who did not seem to know what this ceremony was. It

is important that centres cover all areas of the specification as well as both original and translated

terms where both are given as questions which can come from any part of the specification.

This response was given 4 marks and whilst the candidate was unsure about Kathina they were

secure enough in their knowledge of Buddhism to produce creditable assumptions.
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It did not gain the fifth mark as there is no

creditable source of wisdom in the response.

There are, however, two clear developed reasons:

1: ‘show respect’ (1) developed by ‘obeying rules of

the sangha’ (1)

2: ‘generate good kamma’ (1) developed by ‘more

likely to have a favourable rebirth’ (1)
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This response was given 2 marks.

There is no clear connected reference to a source

of wisdom so it cannot be credited, and again it

was a sound basic knowledge of Buddhism

carefully selected rather than knowledge of

Kathina that led to the developed reason:

‘care for others’ (1) was developed by ‘can lead to

enlightenment’ (1) and though general, was

creditable.

Centres should encourage candidates in 'cross-

referencing' between topics in order to develop

skills in attempting to answer the more difficult

questions.
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This response was given two marks.

Here we have a response that did know about

Kathina but the opening is description rather than

reasons for its importance and so cannot be

credited. However there was also a developed

reason:

‘offering to monks’ (1) developed by ‘ supporting

the sangha’ (1)

The reference to source of wisdom (Three Jewels)

is not explicit enough to credit.

Centres need to guide candidates into relating the

source of wisdom to the question. Simply stating a

source of wisdom is not enough.
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Question 3 (d) 

See below.

This response was given 13 marks.
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The response was given Level Three - 10 marks - as

they deconstructed religious ideas and created

logical chains of reasoning.

They had an accurate understanding of religion

and belief.

Connections were made between many of the

elements.

Their judgements were supported by appraisal of

the elements, but not comprehensively, so just did

not reach level 4.

SPaG was given 3, making a total of 13 marks as:

•The candidate spells and punctuates with

consistent accuracy.

•The candidate uses rules of grammar with

effective control of meaning overall.

•The candidate uses a wide range of specialist

terms appropriately.

This response shows how the d questions expect

more than a simple for and against and conclusion

answer. It also shows how much detail and

understanding are needed to appraise well - and

how well it needs to be done to reach into Level

Four.
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Question 4 (a) 

This question required candidates to outline beliefs that support the existence of life after death,

and was well answered by the majority of candidates. It seems the topic interests them as very few

gave one or two word list answers.

This response was given 2 marks.

There are two creditable beliefs in this response:

The example of the Buddha remembering past

lives.

The use of the idea of the reincarnation of the

Dalai Lama.

However, the third reason as written contradicts

itself and so could not be rewarded. We can only

credit what is there, not what we think the

response might be trying to say.

Centres should encourage candidates to allow time

to re-read their responses towards the end of the

examination. Re-reading immediately after

composition of the answer can sometimes be

inaccurate.
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This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

There were three creditable outlines in this

response:

The cycle of samsara.

A slightly awkward worded description of

dependant arising (but recognisable enough to

credit).

An interesting use of celebrating the festival of

Obon as a reason for belief in life after death.

Again, centres should encourage candidates to link

together different aspects of their study of

Buddhism.
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This response was awarded 1 mark.

The mark was given for an extended description of

the belief in samsara. Unfortunately for this

candidate there are no marks for developed

reasons in (a) questions so no further mark can be

awarded.

Had this been a (b) or (c) question, they would have

fared very much better.

Centres need to ensure that candidates

understand the differing demands of a,b,c and d

questions in order that they are answering

correctly.
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Question 4 (b) 

This question asked for two ways in which Buddhists respond to animal rights. It was answered well

by the majority of candidates, but some fell into the trap of describing actions rather than giving

developed ways or gave descriptions of animal rights groups rather than Buddhist ways.

This response was given 2 marks.

The first reason was not credited as this was a how

rather than a way and, as well, no specifically

creditable development was given.

The second reason: ‘many become vegetarian or

vegan’ (1) reverse developed by ‘attention to the

First Precept’ (1) was creditable.

Centres need to be sure candidates are clear about

the difference between ways, teachings, reasons

and beliefs.
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This response was given 4 marks.

The response gives two developed ways, with the

second being a reverse development:

Way 1: ‘no animal should be killed ‘(1) developed by

‘goes against First Precept’ (1)

Way 2: ‘animals should be protected’ (1) reverse

developed by ‘humans can be reborn as animals’

(1)
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This response was given 3 marks.

The response gives a simple and a reverse

developed way:

One way: ‘maltreatment breaks the first precept’

(1)

Second way: ‘they must not be harmed’ (1) reverse

developed by ‘as all are connected by dependent

origination’ (1)
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Question 4 (c) 

This question asked for ways in which Buddhists respond to the issue of abortion and was well

answered by the majority of candidates, with most of them able to provide accurate and relevant

source of wisdom.

This response gained 5 marks.
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The response gives two developed ways and a

clear source of wisdom.

Way 1: ‘life begins at conception’ developed by

‘murder of a person with a kammic identity’

Way 2: ‘use metta’ (1) developed by ‘okay if it

avoids dukkha’ (1) justified by clear reference to

the teachings of the Dalai Lama (SoWA)

As can be seen from this response, direct

quotations are unnecessary as long as they are

recognisable, correctly attributed and reasonably

accurate.
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This response gained 5 marks.

The response gives two developed ways and two

sources of wisdom, but only one source of wisdom

can be credited.

Way 1: ‘against First moral precept of no harm’

(SOW/1) ‘abortion seen as killing’ (1) developed by

‘as life seen as beginning at conception’ (1)

Way 2: ‘acceptable in serious situations' (1)

developed by ‘such as mother’s life in danger’ (1)

plus second valid source of wisdom that cannot be

credited as already awarded.

Even if one of the reasons had not been

developed, the second source of wisdom would

not have given the fifth mark as the question

specifically asks for 'a source of wisdom'.
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This response was awarded 2 marks.

Unfortunately the sources of wisdom are wrong

and cannot be credited, but there is a relevant

developed way present in the answer:

‘generating bad kamma’ (1) developed by ‘stopping

potential life reach enlightenment’ (1)

The candidate has confused the Five Khandas with

the Five Precepts and has also confused the Five

Precepts with the Eightfold Path. References to

sources of wisdom need to be accurate to be

credited.

Centres need to encourage candidates in accurate

recall of the 'numerical' teachings in Buddhism.
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Question 4 (d) 

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with knowledge and understanding.

Candidates will be required to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as

accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors.

Many candidates did not fully cover all the bullet points of the question and so limited the level they

could achieve. Candidates cannot go beyond Level Two if they do not address all the bullet points.

The danger in this question was they spent so much time on the scientific side that Buddhist views

and beliefs were somewhat sketchy or non-existent.

This response was given Level 3 - 7 marks.

There are no marks for SPaG in this question.
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The response gained Level Three

because:

the response begins to develop logical chains of

reasoning.

Relevant philosophical and ethical arguments were

included

Both sides of the argument were considered

There is some coherency in the presentation of the

argument

Judgements are supported by the appraisal of

evidence leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Using the examples provided in this report and

utilising the level descriptors, candidates should be

encouraged to make sure they are attempting to

fulfil all the requirements of the Level Four

Descriptors.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper, write within the scannable pages using the

blank spaces.

When answering the (a) items use three full sentences.

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question

and support the reason given.

The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are achieved if

the evidence/reasons given are 'considered' or appraised for their value as arguments as part of

deciding the evaluation.

On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer.

Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked fully.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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