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Introduction

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies B - Beliefs in Action

Paper 1: Area of Study 1 - Religion and Ethics
Option 1B - Christianity

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The paper includes four questions and each
covers a section of the specification. Candidates are expected to answer all four questions so there
is no element of choice on the paper. The details of the assessment content are provided in the
specification. Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification rather than other published
resources when planning and teaching the course content. The examination is set from the
specification.

This paper allows an in depth study of Christianity as a lived religion within the United Kingdom,
and its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically within families and with regard to matters of life
and death. This unit has the largest entry on the specification and engages the interest of young
people, as it addresses many Christian beliefs and teachings in addition to some issues affecting
young people today.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs, Bullet point 1.7 - The problem of
evil/suffering.

The question asked was "Outline three ways natural suffering causes problems for Christians".

The candidates needed to provide ways, not reasons, and the ways could have been practical or
theoretical.

The candidate lists three correct points.
The answers are given in a list, therefore can gain a maximum of 1 mark.

* Loss of house
¢ Cause damage

¢ Death

1 (a) Outline three ways natural suffering causes problems for Christians.

Examiner Comments

The candidate writes a list and examples are
provided. However, these should be written in
sentence form.

‘ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

A list gains a maximum of 1 mark. You need to
provide an outline, and therefore should write in
full sentences.
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1 (a) Outline three ways natural suffering causes problems for Christians.

(3)
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

Award one mark for each point identified

* Why isn't he powerful enough to stop suffering
(1)
* They may lose faith (1)

* They may think he does not care (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

You should refer to the specification for likely
questions.

Make sure you have three distinct sentences.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs, Bullet point 1.5 - The nature and
significance of salvation.

The question asked was - "Explain two Christian beliefs about atonement”.

Candidates are asked to "Explain two" on (b) items.Therefore, two beliefs were required, and both
needed to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or
examples.The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

This question proved difficult for candidates who had been taught the general understanding that
atonement means being at one with God. It was less difficult for those who had been taught the
theological concept of the pardoning of all sin through the sacrificial death of Jesus.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks

Here beliefs are identified correctly.

(b) Explain two Christian beliefs about atonement.

(4)
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N / ResultsPlus

‘v| < Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed beliefs:
e Belief One - Jesus came to earth... sin from
humanity (1)

* Development One - as Jesus had the ...power to
do so (1)

* Belief Two - helps them to achieve salvation (1)

* Development One - and spend eternity with God
in heaven (1)

y

<A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Ensure you do not use the same information twice.
You will only be rewarded once for a specific piece
of information.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(b) Explain two Christian beliefs about atonement.
(4)

e SR AR 20 TR AT EREHRDL S, DR, OGRS, AN ..
..... w%mWM\%&mmmem

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed beliefs:

¢ Belief One - Jesus came to earth... sin from
humanity (1)

* Development One - as Jesus had the ...power to
do so (1)

¢ Belief Two - helps them to achieve salvation (1)

¢ Development One - and spend eternity with God
in heaven (1)
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(b) items are point marked - two beliefs are required.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

...... Shﬁs)cwwl
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for
reasons and 2 for the development of each reason.
The candidate gives one developed belief:

* Belief One - Forgiveness of your sins can only be
granted directly by God (1)

* Development One - as the master of all things or
one of his representatives on earth which are
the clergy (1)

The extra information is further development but
it cannot be credited.

ResultsP!
Examiner Tip

Ensure you follow the requirements of the
question which asks for 2 beliefs. This candidate
gave lots of information which could not be
credited.

us
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs, Bullet point 1.6 - Christian
Eschatology.

The question asked was:
"Explain two Christian teachings about the nature of heaven and hell".

Candidates are asked to "Explain two" on (c) items.Therefore, two reasons were required, and both
needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom and
qguotes or examples.The development must relate to the reason given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a "reference to a source of wisdom". This must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice, therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

* |f examiners are unsure they will use a search engine.Enter the gist of the paraphrase and ‘Bible’
or ‘Christian teaching'.

* |f the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John - then this
can be awarded.We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book.

¢ If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can
have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them,
it is not awarded.

10 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B



The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The words which the candidate has put speech marks around do not provide enough of a source to
be identifiable in a scriptural reference and thus cannot be credited.

Heauen e uiewed upon ca o poce of Ko
Pace’ in Lnich we ave. at one. L. Godt..ladnen ..
Aoe e Loe ca nao'm ______ e OF en@::ucm ........ O

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two accurate teachings, one is
developed but there is no accurate source of
wisdom.

¢ Teaching One - at one with God (1)

Then there is repetition about being united (at one)
with God (cannot credit golden gates - could have
credited pearly gates from Revelation if the
candidate had given this).

* Teaching Two - banished to hell...sinful life (1)

* Development Two - spend eternity in
punishment and misery (1).

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Learn sources of wisdom and be able to use them
accurately and in context.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two accurate teachings. They are both developed and there is an accurate
source of wisdom.

(c) Explain two Christian teachings about the nature of heaven and hell.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

o Chaimant. beueve. tnat. neaven. ...d.. pue. and. per.perfest. ...
flaffmnmtfm3afﬂbcr§m;r¢dw;m§adﬁm~
doeneaven. dhese 1S 0o fun. kot Juffecng andud 4. flacé.
L0 eternal. nagpened . However. Hlew 10 A gplace. fog 1ne..... .
..............‘..un.r,,c.(m.mm.,.,rmn,m....’.,___,.,.1...h.Q,L,c........,.__wnd.._.ho,.rc....ne9.;..e..g,fa(.._......g....Im.:_........................
—opprtunines. god Jave taam. 0 sepett: Hell AL a glate. wheee..

. place. . 0L erecaal. Aarkness. . WhLcl. In0le. wnd.are.faLen. fhec....

]
.......... Jhauncrcrfcr:!gmaﬂam"
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

Teaching One - The pure go to be reunited with
God (1).

Development One - a place of eternal happiness -
this is extra and different material, so it is
development (1).

Teaching Two - Hell is a place for the unrepentant
sinners - this is credited as a teaching not as a
source as it is too vague (1).

Development Two - It is a place ...these people
experience suffering (1).

Source - "shall never see light again" (1) - this is a
paraphrase of Psalm 49:19 which can be
understood to be about life after death and this is
acceptable as a source.

d

ResultsPlus
\

- Examiner Tip

Do not attempt to "shoehorn" in random quotes as
sources of wisdom. You must use them
appropriately.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance
and influence.AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is "Evaluate this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion”. There must some consideration of the validity of the arguments used to gain
the higher grades.Many candidates produced excellent answers, giving reasons for and against, but
failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of
the arguments, restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using "best fit" according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs.
Bullet point 1.2 - The creation of the universe.

The question asked was:

"The biblical account of creation is a metaphor"

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

¢ refer to Christian teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor in the question, are candidates required to give a
non-religious response.

The statement was about the understanding of the creation as being metaphorical or literal. It was
not about whether God created the universe. It is important that candidates respond to the
question asked.

(d) items are LEVEL marked. They are NOT point marked.

The (d) items are marked by reading the whole answer, then deciding the level by using the level
descriptors. After a level is decided by best fit, then the mark within the level is decided.

14 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0O 1B



*(d) “The biblical account of creation is a metaphor”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate gains 14 marks in total -

The candidate has reached level 4 and was
awarded 11 marks + then 3 marks for SPaG.
The candidate gained level 4 because....

* The candidate is able to critically deconstruct
religious information

* They used coherent and logical chains of
reasoning that considered different viewpoints.

* They made use of sustained, accurate and
thorough understanding of religion and belief.

* There were connections made among the full
range of elements in the question.

* They then made some judgements fully
supported by appraisal of evidence.

The candidate could have provided a
comprehensive appraisal of all the evidence
provided.

The candidate is awarded 11 marks in the middle

of the mark range for level 4 because most, but not

all of the demands of the level descriptor are met.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example,
because:

* The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

* The candidate uses rules of grammar with
effective control of meaning overall.

* The candidate uses a wide range of specialist
terms as appropriately.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B
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¢  ResultsPlus
\\_} Examiner Tip

Please ensure you address all the bullet points in
the question.

Candidates should not refer to material that is not
asked for. If a question does not ask for a non-
religious response and the candidate provides it,
this part of the answer will not gain any credit.
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(d) items are LEVEL marked they are NOT point marked.

The candidate gains 14 marks in total.

*(d) “The biblical account of creation is a metaphor”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate is able to critically deconstruct
religious information.

They used coherent and logical chains of reasoning
that considered different viewpoints.

They made use of sustained, accurate and
thorough understanding of religion and belief.

There were connections made among the full
range of elements in the question.

They then made some judgements fully supported
by appraisal of evidence.

The candidate could have provided a
comprehensive appraisal of all the evidence
provided.

The candidate is awarded 11 marks in the middle
of the mark range for level 4 because most but not
all the demands of the level descriptor are met.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example,
because

* The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

* The candidate uses rules of grammar with
effective control of meaning overall.

* The candidate uses a wide range of specialist
terms as appropriately.

U F Plus
\ Examiner Tip

Remember to provide a comprehensive appraisal
of all the evidence given.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B 21



This item assessed the candidate's ability to evaluate statements about the way that the biblical
account may be understood by Christians.

(d) items are LEVEL marked they are NOT point marked.

The (d) items are marked by reading the whole answer then deciding the level by using the level
descriptors. After a level is decided by best fit then the mark within the level is decided.

22  GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B



*(d) "The biblical account of creation is a metaphor”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gains 0 marks in total.

The candidate failed to reach level 1 and was
awarded 0 marks and then because there are no
marks for religious content 0 marks for SPaG can
be awarded.

The candidate failed to gain level 1 because ....
They failed to provide accurate isolated pieces of
information about whether the biblical account of
creation is a metaphor.

As the information was not on topic nothing could
be awarded for content.

The candidate is awarded 0 marks because it was
below the bottom of the mark range for level 1.

SPaG was awarded 0 marks, in this example,
because

* The candidate’s response does not relate to the
question.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always read the question carefully before you start
to answer.
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs, Bullet point 2.8 - Christian teachings
about gender prejudice and discrimination.

The question asked was:
"Outline three Christian teachings about gender discrimination."

The candidates needed to provide any Christian teaching, not specifically Bible teachings or any
other form of source of wisdom.

This question covers a wide range. Any possible Christian teachings about gender discrimination,
including teachings about what each gender is allowed or not allowed to do were accepted.

2 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about gender discrimination.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.
Award one mark for each point identified:

* St Paul teaches to challenge inequality and
discrimination (1)

* Jesus showed love to both men and women (1)

¢ |tis believed God loves men and women but
they have different roles (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B 25



ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Remember to record each teaching separately.

This candidate clearly had some understanding, but needed to record it accurately to be credited
with any marks.
Question 2: Marriage and the Family

2 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about gender discrimination,
(3)

ooes cnk o Oo M

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 0 marks.

The first part of the answer is a description, not a
teaching.
The second part is not sufficiently accurate to be
credited.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

An outline must be more than one word or item of
knowledge.

26  GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B



Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family.
Bullet point 2.5 - Christian teaching about family planning.

The question asked was:

"Explain two reasons family planning may be important for Christians".

Candidates are asked to "Explain two" on (b) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, and
quotes or examples.The development must be for the reason given and to the question asked.

In this question we are assessing the candidate’s knowledge from bullet point 2.5 in the

specification about contraception. Teachers should use the wording and specialist terminology in
the specification to assist candidates in the understanding of questions.

(b) Explain two reasons family planning may be important for Christians.

(4)
SORNMIRENOOIINY. D ANDATXONE. Q.. L NRATLONY,..
AL A0MNE AL 2DNANLEN AN £O..CONXTALLLOERA.......
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N (ResuitsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

(b) items are point marked.
The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons:

* Reason One - Control when they want children

(1)

* Development One - every child is a wanted child

(1)

* Reason Two - Stable home before bringing
children into the world (1)

* Development Two - child having the best life
possible (1)

&34\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for
reasons and 2 for the development of each reason.

It helps to write answer which divide into 2
paragraphs, each containing a reason and a
development.
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The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

() Explain two reasons family planning may be important for Christians.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two reasons:

e Reason One - It shouldn't be used because God
said "Be fruitful and multiply"(1)

* Reason Two - Sex should only be used for
reproduction (1)

It is important to remember that in the question
we are assessing the candidate’s knowledge from
bullet 2.5 in the specification about contraception.

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

It is good to use a source as the reason - in many
other places a source can be accepted as a
development of a reason.

GCSE Religious Studies B1RB0O 1B 29



Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family.

Bullet point 2.4 - Support for the family in the local parish.

The question asked was:

"Explain two ways the local parish tries to support families".

Candidates needed to answer by giving ways they are helped, not reasons why they are helped.
Candidates are asked to "Explain two" on (c) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.They must also correctly use a source of wisdom in
their answer which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the way given in the answer.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two ways these are developed and uses an accurate source of wisdom.

(c) Explain two ways the local parish tries to support families.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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N (ResuitsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

Way One - Offers Sunday schools (1)
Development One - to teach them about the faith
(a reason = extra material) (1)

Source - Let the children come to me (1).

This is Matthew but itis 19:14, not 19:1-12 as the
candidate stated. Nonetheless, as it is Matthew, we
can award the source. However, if they had given
the wrong name of the Book/Gospel/writing, it
could not be credited.

Way Two - Rites of passage (1)
Development Two - God is involved in family life
(expanding the way = extra material) (1).

y

. ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of
the specification in order to achieve higher grades.
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The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gives two ways: one of which is developed. HOWEVER there is no source of wisdom
used to link to the way.

(c) Explain two ways the local parish tries to support families.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

..Qm&_...maﬂ.....m&.....Lucm..u(}.m:i.ah._..,kt.c.&ﬁ,...tu_____s.uppm.&...ﬁnmfi(.tﬁ.....La‘..,b.a...,,,.‘..,,‘..........................

.Scmm.,....m.&ts.‘mg.....tf_um%m.....mﬂ....up.cmc...ne.....me,....su_u.uce _____ REC.. A second........
W0y e latod..0 ﬁ'.sh.....!:.r.l.'.ﬁ'_s.....{:s......bB....uﬁu...gr.eantsmg,__...aﬂs.uk _____ QrONPS..S0....
e parents. CON. MEEE BENEL. POYENLS. £5pRCiOlY). & HRIe (5.0

mdgﬁmgmutuffﬁﬂgmupﬁfsomeﬁort
Lmue,t’mdnugbnur‘

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

* Way One - groups for the kids which can include
Sunday schools (1)

This is not developed.

* Way Two - adult groups so parents can meet
other parents (1)

* Development Two - get to know their
neighbours (expanding the way = extra material)
(1)

The source "Love thy neighbour" is then written at
the end. It is not used to add to the answer, so it
cannot be credited.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

The source must be relevant and used as part of

your reasoning.
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the (d) items. As explained in the specification this means:
Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.

AQO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question asks candidates to "Evaluate this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion” - there must be some consideration of the validity of
the arguments used to gain the higher grades.Many candidates produced excellent answers giving
reasons for and against, but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.Formulas and writing
frames restricted the flow of the arguments, therefore restricting students' progression to the

higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using "best fit" according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 2.2 - Christian teachings about the nature and importance of sexual relationships.
The question asked:

"Sexual relationships are only for married couples."

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

¢ refer to Christian teachings

¢ refer to non-religious points of view

* reach a justified conclusion.

The candidate gains marks 5

The candidate has reached level 2 and was awarded 5 marks which is the middle of Level 2.
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(d) “Sexual relationships are only for matried couples.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
» refer to Christian teachings
+ refer to non-religious points of view

reach a justified conclusion.
(12)

F’*’BHG,; v Chrshoan.. oovid . Ses. o  on. tre.. oD
Che...... ﬁ'ﬂ ............ #W ................ l Q... Cammenelmenk. ... ﬁm#'ﬂl&ﬂw’mnm@ﬂ

.....

o Segnelly,  Choshaan. Sea.. mwmhwpmm
enviceaoend.. ’v... radse o ----5*’“& heciever . wﬂw} Fhoa

W = Y S S fuaﬁb@ . ! i
M{Q.S'-kahmd ke  Seen. . en. .on.. opdm{; ..............................

Lraredh....... Cogla.... A ... Shet... k.. lerte. S S5 e ey In ”‘W
Bible....tk. Fecchua.. bhot  Der. G O oo g Lo

% Mm har... . pracple.. o b2 ot ...
CD) o B bya. iV eocbebhp Wy | Shoad by et
i H‘a enbes  tfo tiH  both Ritrnes corcot.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 1B

35



1111111

...... M%"’o%*‘*M“'@'w N
ae. 2S5 .Ne  reeoe | Hhel ﬂ:}. S btk bos.... LSttt
Finslly, . Homersha.. SSe- iy, Sta. mstniaga. ca... foe. Sapasie

..... %Mwﬁonap%km ... 0050 0. Ho care

™
Secmelb, c bhieny? pene Ske..... BEX o2 e tvom dp eniey.

.........................................

they.  SHH . Bk Co. . Souy.. ouritel. Soufle. ool Mett o

(Total for Question 2 = 24 marks)
I Conclucion, Hare % STRTG QGuents Lrom beth

S\olen <4 He  Strabement, Chashoas Sea Sak oubs,ole -y
Mecr'ege O©P &o‘uikg Ak breckiy e e Jo commeslie, bo
Homve-g‘”'-’ Homcugvs ole hor hetieve —n G, Mhre S nyg

borh  Porknen (ot o,

36 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B



< Examiner Comments

(d) items are LEVEL marked and are NOT point
marked.

This question does not have SPaG marks.
Candidates who do not consider different
viewpoints within the religious tradition or non-
religious viewpoints (as instructed in the question)
cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2.

So if they failed to mention either a Christian view
or a non-religious view they cannot be awarded
levels 3 or 4.

The candidate gained level 2 because...

* The candidate's superficial connections are
made among many, but not all, of the elements
in the question. It superficially used isolated
knowledge from Christian and non-religious
viewpoints.

* They showed a limited understanding of religion
and belief.

* Limited judgements were made in the
conclusion.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks, in the middle of
the mark range for level 2 because most but not all
the demands of the level descriptor are met.

\ Examiner Tip

There are many different ways to answer (d) items
and gain marks, a template will not assure good
marks.

Do not try to point mark (d) answers. They should
be read completely and then assessed against the
level descriptors to find a best fit.
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The candidate gains 6 marks.

The candidate has reached level 2 and was awarded 6 marks, which is the top of Level 2.

(d) “Sexual relationships are only for married couples.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
¢ . refer to Christian teachings
+ reéfer to non-religious points of view
- reach a justified conclusion.
(12)

M M (/N Ux(]#fdr; WS ey o m’rﬂm'ﬂ\,&g, Stemnt....
Wy& a,J }Mpr,fm b~+ Mgt LL ,am.& d& y »mnlr...,.da ..
25 ey gt a by dul {.nn ot am, Porktis. Akqﬁ.fvmm 71@,
Ol (ol ﬂm.{hs mm‘fml bes. ool fy, Fss thide vinsfo....
2k ot wd, bode ly #s Shacs, tu ddi i Sy S 0 S0l
Wletrinship: They. b g oMy Stk ot e g sl......
oy dflb . Mm, ybddh in e N0 Latrandoss: How e
ot Gt adibisgY” (Erodus) e it fisenpuls fi. vions b b G

“fv:—ﬂw prae Libred. Qasm m[ m—rwm p»p& d-wg,z‘TL,
ktheat tht v prodin. CnkraGtian. (29 ldaans) e ngmm
ks on. be rthoint N (M G bt ’:w#d;- Herhy. Aﬂm"}
vataitl gl . by St vithyr ﬁ&q b oy st vy e
o phosdd.. e Mo igyas pleple i ot Oy bthie it attifods..
s oo e Bibkeytplet tr. Pty Sttt atitody oy thobine o
Bibl vag vy ttsn ratts. Y %} b5 4. odviq. for Tndn Lige....

Oubll, 3 ekt Segen] Vg . g st e Voo posoe
ﬁ(m o ﬂ? o S ke u,a,..ua Gomn o toch offr agu

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B



Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 2 because....

They made connections among many, but not all
of the elements in the question, showing a limited
understanding of religion and belief.

The candidate made almost no attempt at
appraisal, just a superficial judgement, leading to a
conclusion that is not fully justified.

The candidate is awarded 6 marks in the top of the
mark range for level 2 because nearly all the
demands of the level descriptor are met.
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.5 - Christian religious celebrations

The question asked was:

"Outline three ways Christians may celebrate Holy Week".

The candidates needed to provide ways not reasons and they did need to be about Holy Week not
Easter Sunday. Easter is a separate celebration in the specification.

This candidate is awarded 2 marks.

Three ways were required, not reasons why Holy Week is celebrated.

3 (a) Outline three ways Christians may celebrate Holy Week.

-

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(a) items are point marked - Outline requires three
outlined points.

Some candidates answer using a list, which is not
an outline and thus can only receive 1 mark
according to the mark scheme.

This candidate is awarded 2 marks.

Award one mark for each point identified

- By going to Mass (1)

- By not eating meat on Good Friday (1)

By celebrating lent is not a way. This is too vague
as it does not explain a way they do this.
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\\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

You should be familiar with the requirements of
the specification, not purely reliant on teaching
materials. Examinations are set from the
specification alone.
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

Question 3: Living the Chﬂstlany M&&w

Adly SV

3 (a) Outline three ways Christians may celebrate Holy Week.

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

One mark is awarded for each point identified.
* Receive the Eucharist at Mass (1)

* Good Friday special service (1) (this identifies
precisely what the special service is)

* Holy Saturday rest and pray (1)

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Three separate sentences is a good idea.

us
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.2 - The role of sacraments in Christian life.

The question asked was:

"Explain two reasons why sacraments may be important for Christians".

Candidates are asked to "Explain two" on (b) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or
examples.The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why sacraments may be important for Christians.
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

J
-

The candidate gives two developed reasons:

* Reason One - they show devotion to God (1)

* Development One - baptism clears the sins (1)
(examples are development)

Then a reason where the example, the

Development, comes before the reason. We refer
to this as reversed development.

e Development Two - Anointing of the Sick (1)
(examples are development)

* Reason Two - may make them better (1).

&34\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Examples linked to the reason given are a good
form of development.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why sacraments may be important for Christians.
'- (4)
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons:

e Reason One - accepts you into the Church family

(1)

* Development One - they should be baptised (1)
(extra reasoning is development)

* Reason Two - commemorates part of Jesus’ life

(1)

* Development Two - Last Supper (1) (examples
are development)

The third reason is not needed and not credited.

&6\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Writing reasons in separate paragraphs, like this
candidate, is a good idea.
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.6 - The future of the Christian Church.

The question asked was:

"Explain two reasons why Christians carry out evangelical work".

Candidates are asked to "Explain two" on (c) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks.Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom and quotes or examples.The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a "reference to a source of wisdom", this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice.Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

(c) items are point marked.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for REASONS, 2 for the development of each REASON and
one for an accurate source that relates to the REASON given.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why Christians carry out evangelical work.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two reasons. These are
developed AND there is an accurate source of
wisdom used appropriately.

* Reason One - Spread the word of God (1)

* Development One - follow the word of God
shared by Jesus (a reason = extra material) (1)

* Source - Spread the word - paraphrase of
"preach the gospel" Mark 16:15 (1)

* Reason Two - More people follow the religion (1)

* Development Two - More have access to heaven
(expanding the way = extra material) (1)

\ Examiner Tip

GENERIC advice for candidates to what constitutes
a source of wisdom:

‘They do not have to reference a quote or quote it
word for word.

* If examiners are unsure they will use a search
engine.Enter the gist of the paraphrase and
"Bible" or "Christian teaching".

* If they state that it is in John 1:18 and then states
another verse from John - then this can be
awarded.We are not holding candidates to
"verses" but it must be the correct book.

* If they give the paraphrase and then puts (John
1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can have the
mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If they quote Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa;
and the quote is not accredited to them, it is not
awarded.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

(c) Explain twe reasons why Christians carry out evangelical work.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two REASONS. These are
developed and then a valid source of wisdom is
provided.

* Reason One - What Jesus told his disciples to do
(1)

* Development One - follow his commands as he
is God incarnate (1)

* Source One - Go forth and spread the Gospel (1)
¢ Development Two - The right thing to do (1)

* Reason Two - as a result they will go to heaven
(1)
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Examiner Tip

Sources can be paraphrased, however they must
be recognisable.
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Question 3 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their
significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is "Evaluate this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion” - there must some consideration of the validity of the arguments used to
gain the higher grades.Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons for and against,
but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the
flow of the arguments restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using "best fit" according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life:
Bullet point 3.1 - Christian worship
The question asked:

"All Christians should worship in the same way. Evaluate this statement considering arguments for
and against".

In your response you should:

¢ refer to Christian teachings

¢ refer to different Christian points of view

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates were required to give different Christian points of view.

The statement was about the different understanding about liturgical and non-liturgical worship.

Most candidates were able to recognise this, but few were able to compare and contrast the
different Christian arguments or appraise their argument.
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The candidate gains 3 marks in total.

The candidate has reached level 1 and was awarded 1 mark + then 2 marks for SPaG.

*(d) “All Christians should worship in the same way!
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Christian teachings
+ refer to different Christian points of view
+ reach a justified conclusion,
(15)
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?/\ Examiner Comments

(d) items are LEVEL marked. They are NOT point
marked.

The candidate gained level 1 because....

The candidate identifies information/issues,
underpinned by isolated elements of
understanding of religion and belief.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark at the bottom of
the mark range for level 1 because not many of the
demands of the level descriptor are met.

SPaG was awarded 2 marks, in this example:

* The candidate spells and punctuates with
considerable accuracy.

* The candidate uses rules of grammar with
general control of meaning overall.

* The candidate uses a good range of specialist
terms as appropriately.

ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Candidates can write on the exam paper and cross
out the elements required.
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The candidate gains 8 marks in total.

The candidate has reached level 2 and was awarded 5 marks + then 3 marks for SPaG.

*(d) “All Christians should worship in the same way."

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 09@1--
o

In your response you should:

- refer to Christian teachings

- refer to different Christian points of view
 reach a justified conclusion.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 2 because....

* The candidate's superficial connections are
made among many, but not all, of the elements
in the question.

* It did not really go beyond recording arguments
for and against.
They showed a limited understanding of religion
and belief.

* Judgements of a limited range of elements in the
question are made.

* The candidate is awarded 5 marks in the middle
of the mark range for level 2 because most but
not all of the demands of the level descriptor are
met.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example,
because

* The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

* The candidate uses rules of grammar with
effective control of meaning overall.

* The candidate uses a wide range of specialist
terms as appropriately.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1TRBO 1B 55



g/\\ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

AO2 needs to be evidenced in (d) items.

Candidates must use their knowledge and
understanding to put forward arguments for and
against and then they must assess the validity of
their argument.
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Question 4 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.1 - Christian teachings about the origins and value of the universe.
The question asked was:

"Outline three Christian beliefs about the origins of the universe".

The candidates needed to provide beliefs about the universe which is bullet 4.1, not beliefs about
the origins of human life, which is Bullet 4.3 in the specification.

This candidate is awarded 2 marks.

4 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs about the origins of the universe.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
Award one mark for each point identified:
* God created everything (1)

* Don't believe in the Big Bang (1)

The next parts are not about Christian beliefs
about the origins of the universe.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Candidates should read the questions carefully to
discern what is required in their answers.
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This candidate is awarded 1 mark.

One mark for each point identified:

* The Big Bang Theory (1)

4 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs about the origins of the universe.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

If it states three reasons, always try to give three
reasons.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should provide 3 full sentences to
answer an (a) item
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.8 - Christian responses to issues in the natural world.

The question asked was:

"Explain two reasons why Christians believe they should be stewards of the natural world"

Candidates are asked to "Explain two" on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom and
quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

(b) items are point marked. Two developed beliefs are required.

(b) items provide marks for four points. 2 for reasons and 2 for the development of each reason.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why Christians believe they should be stewards of the natural
world.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons:
* Reason One - God gave it as a gift (1)

* Development One - our responsibility to look
afterit (1)

* Reason Two - keep the world a pleasant place
for future generations (1)

* Development Two - so other people are able to
enjoy the world (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Ensure you read the secondary command word in
each question. In this case it is 'reasons’.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why Christians believe they should be stewards of the natural
world.

(4)
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Examiner Comments

-
ﬁ | { ResultsPlus

The candidate gives two reasons:

* Reason One - So they can care about the world

(1)

* Reason Two - So they can care about each other

(1)

The rest of the information is repetition.

/// \\

< ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

Try to vary your answers as much as possible to
avoid overlapping material.
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.6 - Christian responses to non-religious arguments against life after death.
The question asked was:

"Explain two Christian responses to arguments against life after death".

Candidates are asked to "Explain two" on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks.Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom and quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a "reference to a source of wisdom", this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

This item was straight off the specification using almost the exact wording and yet it causes some
candidates difficulty and they assumed it was looking for arguments against life after death
therefore received no marks.

The reasons then should be supported with a "reference to a source of wisdom". This must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for RESPONSES, 2 for the development of each RESPONSE
and one for an accurate source that relates to the RESPONSE given.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(c) Explain two Christian responses to arguments against life after death.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

................... ut'c',%tamlt—-tsﬂi-euam# ) N
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two responses. These are
developed, HOWEVER there is no accurate source
of wisdom.

* Response One - Comes to those who have
worked hard and deserve it (1)
* Development One - God's reward (1)

* Response Two - the human mind cannot
possess God's creation (1)

¢ Development Two - Therefore you will never
understand life after death (expanding the way =
extra material) (1)

@A F Plus
\ Examiner Tip

GENERIC advice for candidates to what constitutes
a source of wisdom:

* You do not have to reference a quote or quote it
word for word.

* Enter the gist of the paraphrase and ‘Bible’ or
‘Christian teaching'.

* If you state that it is in John 1:18 and then state
another verse from John - then this can be
awarded.We are not holding candidate to
‘verses’ but it must be the correct book.

* If you give the paraphrase and then puts (John
1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can have the
mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If you quote Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa;
and the quote is not accredited to them, it is not
awarded.
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(c) items are point marked.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

(c) Explain two Christian responses to arguments against life after death.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Much of this information is not identifiably
Christian:

* Response One - you're judged and sent to
heaven or hell (1)

You should give Christian teachings and Christian
beliefs about life after death in response to
assertions that there is no life after death.
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Be familiar with basic Christian beliefs on this

paper.

ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their
significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is "Evaluate this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion”. There must some consideration of the validity of the arguments used to gain
the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers, giving reasons for and against but
failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of
the arguments restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using "best fit" according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.4 - Implications of the value and sanctity of life for the issue of abortion.
The question asked:

"Abortions should never be allowed

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against".

In your response you should:

* refer to Christian teachings

¢ refer to relevant ethical arguments

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that as required in the bullet point in the question, candidates were required to give an
ethical argument.

Candidates were able to give knowledge and understanding of this issue, sometimes at length, but
very few were analytical in their approach and limited themselves to level 2 as a best fit.
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The candidate has reached level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.

(d) “Abortions should never be allowed."
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

« refer to Christian teachings *

« refer to relevant ethical arguments *
+ reach a justified conclusion.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 3 because....

The candidate deconstructed in a simple way
religious information, leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning that consider different
viewpoints.

They showed an accurate understanding of
religion and belief. They referred to deontology
and situation ethics.

They made limited judgements leading to a
partially justified conclusion.

The candidate is awarded 7 marks at the bottom of
the mark range for level 3 because only some of
the demands of the level descriptor are met.

ResultsP!

Examiner Tip

us

Be familiar with the requirements in the levels
mark schemes.
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This question does not have SPaG marks.

Itis outof 12

The candidate gains 9 marks
(d) “Abortions should never be allowed.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:
- refer to Christian teachings

- refer to relevant ethical arguments
- reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate reached level 3 and was awarded 9
mark which is the highest mark in Level 3

The candidate gained level 3 because....

* The candidate deconstructs religious
information and issues, leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.

* They show an accurate understanding of religion
and belief. Connections are made among many,
but not all, of the elements in the question.

* They begin to use reasoned judgements of the
elements in the question.

* Judgements are supported by the appraisal of
evidence towards the end of each paragraph,
some of which is superficial, leading to a partially
justified conclusion.

* The candidate addresses all the elements in the
question including ethical theories when they
refer to Utilitarianism.

The candidate is awarded 9 marks, the top of the
mark range for level 3 because the demands of the
level descriptor are met, however they did not
show the requirements described in level 4.

\ Examiner Tip

Practice writing argument in a concise way.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
* Answer (a) items in outlines, for example full sentences

* Provide 3 sentences for (a) items, each on a separate line

¢ (b) items should have 2 developed reasons and not more than 2

* development may be (1) examples, (2) quotes, (3) extra relevant material

¢ development must link to the reason given and still answer the question set

* (c) items are similar to (b) items but should also use a source as a fifth element

¢ the source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable

¢ the source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given

* (d) item responses must show AO2 skills to get high marks

* (d) items must show an appraisal of the argument and not simply rely on a set format

* Level descriptors should be used to mark (d) items, not point marking.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B 73


http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.


http://www.tcpdf.org



