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Introduction

Option 2F – Judaism 

This paper contributes to 25% of the overall award.

The paper includes two questions: each covers a section of the specification and candidates 
are expected to answer both questions. There is no element of choice on the paper.

The details of the assessment content are provided in the specification. Centres are expected 
to use the Edexcel specification, rather than other published resources, when planning and 
teaching the course content. The examination is set from the specification.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Judaism as a lived religion within the United Kingdom, 
and its beliefs and teachings and practices. This unit engages the interest of young people 
because it addresses many Jewish beliefs and teachings.

It is really encouraging to see candidates approach Jewish beliefs such as Shekhinah and the 
mitzvot with depth and understanding.

Please note: Some questions include assessment of Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
(SPaG).
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Jewish Beliefs

Bullet point 1.2

The question asked was 'Outline three beliefs about Shekhinah'

Most of the candidates understood the term 'Shekhinah' and answered it in a variety of ways. 
Some wrote about times in the Tenakh where Shekhinah is seen, and others wrote about 
Shekhinah being present when praying in a minyan.

Some candidates confused Shekhinah with the Messiah.
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Shekhinah was present:

when Moses parted the Red Sea (1)
in the Burning Bush (1)
the column of fire (1)

Total: 3 Marks

Lists gain a maximum of 1 mark

Write three sentences for 3 marks
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The Divine Presence can be found in:

study (1)
worship (1)
prayer (1)

Total: 3 Marks
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Jewish Beliefs

Bullet point 1.6

The question asked was:

Explain two ways Pikuach Nefesh is used by Jews in their everyday life.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and 
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a 
quotation, or examples. The development must be of the way given and to the question 
asked.

A significant number of candidates confused Pikuach Nefesh with the wider concept of the 
sanctity of life. This limited the marks of those candidates.

Many understood the primacy of life, however, and there were some excellent answers that 
wrote about Shabbat laws, and about transplant surgery.
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Marks are awarded for:

Jews have a moral duty to preserve life (1)
so if they can prevent someone dying it is seen as a honour (1)

The second point is upside-down:

the way is breaking the mitzvot to save a life (1)
developed by the quote from the Talmud (1)

Total: 4 Marks

Separate the two points into paragraphs: this it makes it easier to mark 
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This is an example where the candidate does not understand the 
difference between the sanctity of life and Pikuach Nefesh.

The marks here are given for:

the second point, regarding breaking Jewish laws to save a life (1)
developed by the reference to the source of wisdom and authority 
(1)

Total: 2 Marks
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Jewish Beliefs

Bullet point 1.7

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why the mitzvot are important for Jews.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two ’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons were required, 
and both needed to be developed, for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a 
quotation, or examples. The development must relate to the reason given and to the 
question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must 
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as 
development it does not gain a second mark for the source.

Most candidates understood this question and responded well. Where candidates lost 
marks, it was often due to repetition.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.
If examiners are unsure they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and 
‘Tenakh’ or ‘Jewish teaching’.
If the candidate states that it is in Genesis 1:18 and then states another verse from Genesis – 
then this can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct 
book.
If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Genesis 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase 
can have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.
If a candidate quotes Moses and it was Abraham or vice versa it is not awarded.
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Marks are given for:

they are the 613 laws (1)
it teaches them how to live a good life (1)
for example do not kill (1)
they connect with God (1)
and strengthen faith (1)

Total: 5 Marks
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Marks are given for:

they are a set of positive and negative laws (1)
which tests obedience (1)
they outline God's demands (1)
to guide us how to live (1)

This candidate has not given a source of wisdom and authority and so 
does not receive the fifth mark.

Total: 4 Marks

Learn the sources of wisdom and be able to use them accurately and 
in context
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items.

The candidates were assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, 
including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is ‘ Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and 
reach a justified conclusion.

There must some consideration of the validity of the arguments used/appraisal, to gain the 
higher grades.

Many candidates produced excellent answers, giving reasons for and against but did not 
evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of 
the arguments, limiting candidates' progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Jewish Beliefs

Bullet point 1.3

The question asked:

‘Belief in the Messiah is important for Jews.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Jewish teachings
reach a justified conclusion

Please note: neither in the bullet point, nor in the question, are candidates required to give a 
non-religious response.
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This response is at the lower end of Level 3. It comprises only 
knowledge and understanding, until page two.

Here, it appraises the previous argument, with the point that it is a 
weak argument because God has said there will be a Messiah and who 
are Jews to question that. This places the response into Level 3.

It does not achieve a higher level, however, because the religious 
reasoning is not in depth and the conclusion is not strong.

Level 3:

7 marks

3 marks for SPaG

Total: 10 Marks

Take opportunities to assess and analyse the validity of the evidence 
supporting the statement
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This candidate argues 'for and against', with depth of knowledge. 
However, they do not appraise or evaluate the arguments used and 
therefore the response does not reach Level 3.

Level 2

6 marks

3 marks for SPaG

Total: 9 Marks
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Jewish practices

Bullet point 2.2

The question asked was:

Outline three parts of the Tenakh.

The candidates needed to provide any part of the Tenakh. The most common answers were 
the Torah, Nevi'im and Ketuvim, although some candidates wrote the names of books, and 
some the Decalogue. All of these were credited.

Candidates should learn correct spellings – as well as enabling examiners to mark more 
easily, it is a specification requirement.

Marks are awarded for the:

Torah (1)
Nevi'im (1)
Ketuvim (1)

Total: 3 Marks

Spell key words correctly
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Marks are awarded for the:

Torah (1)
Nevi'im (1)
Ketuvim (1)

This candidate has used many more words than is necessary to receive 
the marks.

Total: 3 Marks

Write simple sentences for (a) questions
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Jewish practices

Bullet point 2.3

The question asked was:

Explain two features of Jewish prayer in the home.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two features are required, and 
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a 
quotation or examples. The development must be of the feature given and to the question 
asked.

This was generally answered well. The word 'feature' was interpreted widely and included 
names of prayers as well as prayer objects such as Tefillin. Typically, candidates lost marks 
where they had written about prayer in general, rather than in the home.

This is a very generic answer but nonetheless, it receives the marks.

Candidates should write an answer that divides into two paragraphs, each containing a 
reason and a development.
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Marks are awarded for:

It can be one to one with God (1)
helping to form a deeper connection (1)
He can talk about anything (1)
as nobody can hear you (1)

Total: 4 Marks

Set out your answer so that the two paragraphs are clear
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Marks are awarded for:

Shabbat (1)
consists of prayer at home (1)
Morning, midday and evening prayers (1)
ask God for forgiveness (1)

There is much information here. The points were given at these words 
but could have been given in other places.

Total: 4 Marks

A source of wisdom can be accepted as a development of a reason
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Jewish practices

Bullet point 2.8

The question asked was:

Explain two ways that synagogues are used by Jewish communities.

Candidates needed to answer giving ways they are used, not reasons why they are used.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and 
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also correctly use a source of 
wisdom in their answer which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the way given in 
the answer .

This question was generally answered well, although candidates found it difficult to add a 
source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the specification, in order 
to achieve higher grades.

It is best to check that materials used in school cover the specification.
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Marks are awarded for:

Used during festivals (1)
such as Yom Kippur (1)
For Bar Mitzvah (1)
when the son becomes responsible for following the 
commandments (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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The source must be relevant and used as part of the candidate's reasoning.
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Marks are awarded for:

for public prayer (1)
Jews can pray in a minyan (1)
'in the presence of his people ' (1)
for Shabbat (1)
all pray together (1)

Total: 5 Marks
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the (d) items. As explained in the specification this 
means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence. 

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question asks candidates to ‘ Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for 
and against and reach a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the validity 
of the arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades.

Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons for and against but did not 
evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of 
the arguments limiting candidates' progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Jewish practices

Bullet point 2.5

The question asked was:

‘Marriage is the most important Jewish ritual.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Jewish teachings
reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates were not required to give a non-religious response.

The statement was designed to evaluate different understandings about marriage and 
whether it is more important than other rituals. The best answers compared it with Brit 
Milah, Bar and Bat Mitzvah and funeral rituals. Some candidates, however, did not 
understand the word 'ritual' and compared marriage to festivals, which limited their marks.

There are many different ways to answer (d) items and gain marks, however, a 'template' will 
not assure high marks.
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This candidate gives reasons why marriage is important, followed by 
reasons why funerals are important, followed by reasons why 
circumcision is important.

Their knowledge and understanding is there but they do not explain 
why marriage (or any of the other rituals mentioned) is more 
important than the others.

There is no appraisal nor evaluation, therefore the response cannot 
reach Level 3.

Level 2

Total: 6 marks

There are many different ways to answer d) items and gain marks; a 
template will not assure good marks.
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Candidates not try to use short points for (d) answers, which need to be written in prose.
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This candidate opens with a judgment and says why they believe Bar 
Mitzvah is more important than marriage.

Many of the points they make do not really explain why one ritual is 
more important than another, however, until the second page. Here, 
they point out that other rituals also have legal status within the 
religion.

Their conclusion is good, making the point that Bar Mitzvah and Brit 
Milah hold more importance for a person's personal development.

Although there is some appraisal, it is brief. Generally, the candidate 
gives only reasons.

Level 3

Total: 7 Marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper: write within the scannable pages, 
using the blank spaces if necessary
When answering the (a) items use three separate, full sentences
The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the 
question and support the reason given
The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence
Higher marks are achieved if the evidence/reasons given is/are 'considered' or appraised 
for their value as an argument as part of deciding the evaluation
On (d) items, the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be credited in the answer
Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked, fully
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

36GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2F

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.


