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Introduction
The paper contributes 25% towards the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions,

candidates must answer both questions.

The details of the assessment content is provided in the specification. Centres are to use this rather

than other published resources when planning the course content.

The standard of candidate responses was similar to previous series, although some candidates

were able to use the advice from last year to achieve level 3 on (d) questions. However, some

candidates were not as successful when answering questions on the prophets; some confusing the

details of the lives of the various prophets mentioned in the Qur'an. Where candidates did answer

these well, they used their knowledge of the Qur'anic stories appropriately.
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on section one: beliefs and teachings of Islam, specifically bullet point

1.3 - ‘the 99 beautiful names of Allah found in the Qur’an'.

Candidates are asked to ‘outline’ on (a) items and therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one

mark. Any further development is not required.

Candidates are advised to write three different points, in three different sentences. One mark is

awarded for each sentence identifying one correct piece of information.

This question was answered very well with candidates referring to a variety of the 99 names from

the Qur'an.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlines three of the 99 names in three sentences (3).

Both the English or Arabic version of the 99 names is credited.
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlines three of the 99 names in three sentences (3).

It is advisable to use the question wording to write full sentences, this then

keeps the answer focused on the question being asked.
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on section one: beliefs and teachings of Islam, specifically bullet point

1.2 - 'the oneness of Allah in Surah Al-Anaam (6: 13-24): what this means to an understanding of

Allah, how this is reflected in worship; its significance for Muslims today.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain’ and offer two reasons on (b) items. Therefore, both need to be

fully developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a

source of wisdom, a quote, or examples. The development must relate to the reason given and to

the question asked.

This question differentiated between candidates who had knowledge of how the oneness of Allah

affects Muslim life, and those who know the beliefs about the oneness of Allah. General beliefs

about Allah's oneness could not be credited unless they were linked to how they affected Muslim

life. Candidates must be taught the full depth and breadth of the specification content.

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.
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The candidate gives two developed ways.

Way one: ‘not to put anything before Allah' (1), this is developed by ‘only pray

and believe in Allah’ (1).

Way two: ‘not take part in shirk' (1), this is developed by ‘they wouldn't see

anything as their idol' (1).

It is advisable to separate the points into paragraphs.
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This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed ways.

Way one: ‘cannot have any images' (1), this is developed by 'this can lead to

shirk' (1).

Way two: ‘pray five times a day' (1), this is developed by ‘show how they only

worship one God' (1).
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on section one: beliefs and teachings of Islam, specifically bullet point

1.5 - 'creation...the role of humanity as vicegerent/khalifah'

Candidates are asked to ‘explain' and offer two reasons on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are

required, and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra

information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of

the reason given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

This question was not answered particularly well, with many candidates struggling to give two

developed reasons. Some interpreted khalifah as one of the four Rightly Guided successors to

Muhammad, which was awarded as an alternative response, but ony where it answered the

question. Centres should teach the whole depth and breadth of the specification content using the

exam board published specification for guidance.

This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 4B     9



The candidate gives two developed teachings with no reference to a source of

wisdom.

Teaching one: ‘look after Allah's creation' (1), this is developed by

‘commanded Muslims to take care of the earth' (1).

Teaching two: ‘Adam (as) as the first khalifah' (1), this is developed by ‘follow

his footsteps’ (1).

Candidates can write answers that are developed more than once, but

without a source of wisdom they cannot be credited further.
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The candidate gives two developed teachings.

Teaching one: ‘it's a gift given to Muslims' (1) , this is developed by ‘duty and

responsibiity to care' (1).

Teaching two: reference to a source of wisdom Qur'an, ‘higher position than

Angels' (1), this is developed by ‘duty to take care of the environment and

animals (1).
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The reference to a source of wisdom in the first paragraph is too vague.

It is acceptable in the second paragraph but must be developed twice for full

marks.
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) questions. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2 analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates provided excellent responses giving reasons for and

against but did not then analyse or evaluate them.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, often restricting candidates'

progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on section one: beliefs and teachings of Islam, specifically bullet point

1.8 - ‘how Shari’ah law might be understood in divergent ways in different traditions of Islam;

Muslim responses to non-religious arguments (including atheist and Humanist) which suggest that

religious observance, such as following Shari’ah, can be seen to be unnecessary.'

Please note that the bullet point within the question required candidates to include a non-religious

point of view. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

Candidates must refer to the Qur'an to achieve beyond level 2 on this paper.
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This candidate was awarded level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.
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The candidate gained level 3 because they use an accurate understanding of

religion and belief to develop reasoning which addresses the issues raised by

the statement. This is presented in an accurate and coherent way. Logical

chains of reasoning are identifiable on both sides of the argument. The

candidate is starting to make judgements supported by some appraisal of the

evidence, this can be seen at the end of the first page but does not continue

and the conclusion lacks justification. The candidate meets the demands of

the level 2 descriptor but does not fully meet the level 3 requirements and is

therefore awarded at the lower end of the mark range.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar was awarded 3 marks in this example,

because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy.

The candidate uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning

overall.

The candidate uses a good range of specialist terms as appropriately.

The appraisal of evidence required for the higher marks may come at any

point in the answer and doesn't necessarily have to be at the end.

Prepare candidates not to argue that the statement is true or false, but rather

why the reasons given 'for' can be disputed by the alternative opinion. Why

do one group of Muslims say one thing and the other group say their

argument is incorrect, or is weak?
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This candidate was awarded level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.
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The candidate gained level 3 because they use an accurate understanding of

religion and belief to develop reasoning which addresses the issues raised by

the statement. This is presented in an accurate and coherent way. Logical

chains of reasoning are identifiable on both sides of the argument. The

candidate is starting to make judgements supported by some appraisal of the

evidence, this can be seen at the end of each argument where the candidate

attempts to evaluate the validity of the point being made but does not

continue and the conclusion lacks justification. The candidate meets the

demands of the level 2 descriptor but does not fully meet the level 3

requirements and is therefore awarded at the lower end of the mark range.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar was awarded 3 marks in this example

because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy.

The candidate uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning

overall.

The candidate uses a good range of specialist terms as appropriately.

Simply stating an argument is strong or weak does not necessarily move a

response to level 3. Neither does simply stating more knowledge or adding

further arguments for or against. There must be appraisal of the

argument/evidence and judgements made about the validity of the

argument/evidence.
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on section two: lives of the prophets and others, specifically bullet point

2.2 - ‘the Prophet Ibrahim: the events of his life and teachings in the Qur’an; his importance as a

messenger of Allah; his example of living in submission to the will of Allah; Ibrahim's

characteristics'.

Candidates are asked to ‘outline’ on (a) items and therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one

mark. Any further development is not required.

Candidates are advised to write three different points, in three different sentences. One mark is

awarded for each sentence identifying one correct piece of information.

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlines three characteristics in three sentences (3).

It is important to write in three separate sentences. Development is not

needed on (a) items.
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlines three characteristics in three sentences (3).
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on section one: lives of the prophets and others, specifically bullet point

2.7 - 'the Prophet Isa... his importance as a messenger of Allah especially in the Injil'.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain’ and provide two reasons on (b) items. Therefore, both reasons

need to be fully developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote, or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

This question was answered well, with many candidates able to refer to events of Prophet Isa's life

in order to explain his importance to Muslims.

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons:

Reason one: ‘birth was a miracle' (1), developed by ‘shows Allah's power(1).

Reason two: ‘Bible got reveiled to him' (1), developed by ‘guidance for his

people to follow' (1).

Answers do not have to be long. As long as they are developed they will

achieve the marks.
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This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one: ‘without a biological father' (1), developed by ‘shows Allah's

strength and power' (1).

Reason two: ‘preached the Injeel' (1), developed by ‘one of the holy books' (1).

It is advisable to separate the points into paragraphs.
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on section two: lives of the prophets and others, specifically bullet point

2.5 - 'the Prophet Dawud: the events of his life and teachings in the Qur’an; his importance as a

messenger of Allah'.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain' and provide two reasons on (c) items.Therefore, both reasons

need to be fully developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

The question was answered well by many candidates who referred to events from his life as

mentioned in the Qur'an, in order to show his importance. Less successful candidates were unable

to refer to a source of wisdom.

This candidate is awarded 5 marks.
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The candidate gives one developed reason with reference to a source of

wisdom and another developed reason.

Reason one: ‘always kept faith in God' (1), this is developed by reference to a

source of wisdom, the Qur’an, ‘God gave him a kingdom and wisdom' (1).

It is further developed by ‘Muslims will be treated with good deeds and

tidings' (1).

Reason two: ‘followed the Zabur' (1), this is reversely developed by ‘led his

people in the kingdom the way God wanted them to' (1).

The development can come before the reason and will be credited.
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This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives one developed reason with reference to a source of

wisdom and another developed reason.

Reason one: ‘trust in Allah' (1), this is developed by ‘even though he was

physically stonger' (1). It is further developed by reference to a source of

wisdom, the Qur’an, ‘Dawud defeated Jalut' (1).

Reason two: ‘even after he became king' (1), this is developed by ‘turn to Allah

no matter where we are and how we are' (1).
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Question 2 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) questions. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2 analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates gave excellent responses and offered reasons for and

against, but did not then analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow

of the arguments, which then restricted candidates' progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on section two: lives of the prophets and others, specifically bullet point

2.8 - 'beliefs and teachings about Muhammad and his preaching of Islam in response to the

command of Allah (Surah 26: 213–217) and its significance for Muslims today: the divergent ways in

which Muslims might interpret the command to invite others to submission to Allah'.

Please note that, neither in the bullet points nor in the question, are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

Candidates must refer to the Qur'an to achieve beyond level 2 on this paper.

This candidate was awarded level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.
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The candidate gained level 3 because they use an accurate understanding of

religion and belief to develop reasoning which addresses the issues raised by

the statement. This is presented in an accurate and coherent way. Logical

chains of reasoning are identifiable on both sides of the argument. The

candidate is starting to make judgements supported by some appraisal of the

evidence, this can be seen at the end of each argument where the candidate

attempts to judge the strength or weakness of the argument being presented

but this is very basic. The candidate meets the demands of the level 2

descriptor but does not fully meet the level 3 requirements and is therefore

awarded at the lower end of the mark range.

Simply stating an argument is strong or weak does not necessarily move a

response to level 3. Similarly, neither does simply stating more knowledge or

adding further arguments for or against. There must be appraisal of the

argument/evidence and judgements made about the validity of the

argument/evidence.
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This candidate is awarded level 3 and is awarded 7 marks.

30     GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 4B



GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 4B     31



The candidate gained level 3 because they use an accurate understanding of

religion and belief to develop reasoning which addresses the issues raised by

the statement. This is presented in an accurate and coherent way. Logical

chains of reasoning are identifiable on both sides of the argument. The

candidate is starting to make judgements supported by some appraisal of the

evidence, this can be seen at the end the first page but does not continue and

the conclusion lacks justification. The candidate meets the demands of the

level 2 descriptor but does not fully meet the level 3 requirements and is

therefore awarded at the lower end of the mark range.

The appraisal of evidence required for the higher marks may come at any

point in the answer and doesn't necessarily have to be at the end.

There must be more robust appraisal of the argument/evidence, and

judgements made about the validity of the argument/evidence rather than

generalisations, to achieve higher marks for appraisal.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper; write within the booklet pages using the

blank spaces.

When answering the (a) questions use three full sentences.

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) questions must be relevant to the

question and support the reasons given.

The (d) questions ask for an evaluation after considering the evidence. Higher marks are achieved

if the evidence/reasons given, is/are 'considered' or appraised for their value as an argument.

On (d) questions the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be credited in the answer, so

candidates must respond to all aspects of the question.

It is important to refer to the Qur'an on (d) questions on this paper in order to achieve beyond

level 2.

Candidates should read the questions carefully in order to ensure that their answer fully

responds to the question being asked.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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