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Introduction
The paper contributes 25% towards the overall award and centres can choose to combine the

textual study of Mark’s Gospel with other options; the most popular being Catholic Christianity 1A,

Christianity 1B and Islam 2C and Judaism 2F.

The assessment consists of two questions one from each section of the specification: Who is Jesus?
and The Nature of Discipleship. Candidates are expected to explore the themes and teachings of

Mark’s Gospel and make an in depth study of the references given in the specification.

Candidates must answer both questions. The details of the assessment content are provided in the

specification. Centres are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

This is the second year of awarding this specification and by comparison to the previous year, there

is much to commend the candidates for.

In (a) questions, less candidates gave lists and consequently scored higher on the more straight

forward questions.

The (b) questions continued to differentiate between candidates and highlighted which had a

secure knowledge and understanding of Mark’s Gospel and issues of religion and belief associated

with the Gospel.

When answering the (c) questions more candidates attempted to link in the source of wisdom and

authority into the answer.

It is the (d) questions that remain the most challenging for candidates, and the marks awarded

were broadly the same as in the previous year. It was evident that more candidates attempted to

‘consider’ the arguments for and against and to appraise the evidence, but this did not result in

them necessarily achieving the higher levels. The use of writing frames appeared to inhibit the flow

and was often at the expense of the development and coherency of the response.
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Question 1 (a) 

The candidates were assessed on section 1 – who is Jesus? Bullet point 1.1.

The question asked candidates to outline what the people at the time of Jesus expected the

Messiah to be like or to do.

There were a wide variety of answers given. Responses were accepted as valid if based on:

Old Testament passages that are accepted as references to the Messiah, eg Isaiah.

From Jewish sources before the time of Jesus.

Commonly held beliefs about the Messiah held by the people of the time, that are derived from

the New Testament.

Candidates responded well to this question and most were able to give at least two expectations of

the Messiah at the time of Jesus.

This candidate was awarded 3 marks for the following:

· A descendant of King David (1).

· To rebuild the Temple (1).

· The Messiah would be a warrior (1).
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This candidate was awarded 3 marks for three points in sentences. These

points were:

The Messiah would be a warrior (1).

Would bring complete peace (1).

A descendant of King David (1).

Candidates are advised to write three sentences each containing one

point. Starting a new line for each sentence might ensure that three clear

points are made.
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Question 1 (b) 

The candidates were assessed on section 1, bullet point 1.2 - the baptism of Jesus, Mark 1:2-11.

The responses generally referred to the significance of Jesus’ baptism, the importance of the

baptism narrative in Mark’s Gospel or for Christians today.

The (b) questions provide marks for four points; two for reasons and two for the development of

each reason.

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Reason One: Trinity all together (1).

Reason Two: Jesus as Son of God (1).

Development Two: ‘this is my Son ..’(1).
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Reasons can easily be developed by giving a quote or paraphrase of a text

from the Gospel.

Most candidates referred to the significance of the events of Jesus’ baptism based on the account in

Mark, by referencing it showing Jesus as the Son of God, and furthermore, all persons of the Trinity

being present.
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This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Reason One: He was the Son of God (1).

Development One: Voice of God from heaven (1).

Reason Two: All persons of the Trinity present (1).

Development Two: At the same place and time (1).
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Question 1 (c) 

The candidates were assessed on bullet point 1.7 - the conflicts of Jesus in Mark’s Gospel; the

healing of the paralysed man (Mark 2:1-12).

This question was about the healing of the paralysed man in Mark's Gospel and not about miracles

in general, as such, reasons that gave generic style answers about what miracles show about Jesus

were not credited. To answer the question set, candidates needed to refer correctly to this incident

in Mark’s Gospel. The most popular points made reference to Jesus’ authority to forgive sins,

blasphemy and as a source of conflict between Jesus and the teachers of the law. A number of

candidates incorrectly identified this as a Sabbath healing.

The (c) questions provide marks for five points; two for reasons, two for developments and one for

a relevant source of wisdom and authority that relates to one of the reasons/developments given.

Candidates who scored highly on this question clearly knew the incident and based their answer on

their study of Mark 2:1-12. They were able to develop their answers by referring to the text and did

not just give generic answers.

This candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Reason One: Shows Jesus’ ability to forgive sins (1).

This links directly to Mark 2:1-12.
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This candidate was awarded 5 marks.

Reason One: Jesus forgives sins (1).

Development One: Only God can do that, reveals Jesus as God (1).

Source of wisdom or authority: our sins are forgiven (paraphrase of Mark

2:5) and this links to the reason given (1).

Reason Two: Created tension as Jesus not seen as Messiah (1).

Development Two: High priests started to plot to kill Jesus (1).
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Learn the key points for each of the references in Mark's Gospel given in

the specification.
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Question 1 (d) 

This question asks candidates to consider if 'the transfiguration proves Jesus is the Messiah', taking

into account the evidence from Mark’s Gospel and non-religious views. This is based on the

specification bullet point 1.6.

The candidates who engaged with this question considered the arguments for and against using

evidence from Mark as well as the possible non-religious explanations for this event. These

candidates did not get side tracked by comparing it with other events that might prove that Jesus is

the Messiah.

The better answers showed an accurate understanding of the importance of the appearance of

Moses and Elias and appreciated the divergent Christian understanding of this event.

The (d) items assess AO2: analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50%

of the overall mark for the paper. These questions are marked using levels and marks are given

using a 'best fit' approach, according to the level descriptors.

In Q01(d) candidates are also given a maximum of three marks for spelling, punctiation and

grammar.

This is an example of a level 2 response.
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This candidate was awarded level 2 because they:

Give reasons for and against the statement making brief (superficial)

arguments on both sides.

Demonstrate a limited understanding of the beliefs surrounding this

statement.

Do not attempt to appraise the arguments given or evaluate the

argument.

Attempt making a judgment in the conclusion, but this is not fully

justified and builds on a limited range of elements in the answer.

The candidate is awarded a mark at the top of the mark range because

most of the demands of the level descriptor are met.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar was awarded 3 marks in this example

because they:

Spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.

Use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Uses a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Use of writing frames such as, this is a robust argument, often inhibit the

flow of the answer and can stop candidates achieving the higher levels.
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Make sure the arguments and evidence offered are linked to the given

statement.
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This is an example of a level 3 response.
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This candidate was awarded level 3 because they:

Make use of an accurate understanding of religion and belief to develop

reasoning that addresses the issues raised by the statement.

Use logical chains of reasoning on both sides of the argument.

Are starting to make judgements supported by some appraisal of the

evidence.

Candidates are not asked for their personal view of whether they think the

statement is true or false, but rather to consider the arguments for and

against. Therefore, they need to say why the reasons/arguments/evidence

are the best/strongest and how they may be brought into question by an

alternative view.
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on the specification bullet point 2.7: women in the ministry of Jesus as

shown in Mark’s Gospel.

The candidates were required to outline three occasions when women were seen as followers of

Jesus.

Most candidates could identify at least two occasions from the Gospel; but a significant number

cited examples that are not found in Mark, eg Veronica wiping Jesus’ face.

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlines three occasions in sentences:

Reference to the Greek Woman (1).

Anointing at Bethany (1).

Women at the Cross (1)
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This candidate outlines three occasions:

The anointing at Bethany (1).

The Greek woman’s faith (1).

Women present at crucifixion (1) .

Read the question carefully, if it says in Mark’s Gospel, only give examples

that can be found in the Gospel.
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on specification bullet point 2.2: the Parable of the Sower.

This question asks candidates to explain two different responses described in the Parable of the

Sower.

Most candidates were able to identify the responses and referred to the parable to develop their

answer, eg people who hear, but do not listen, as the seed falls on the path.

Some candidates confused the different responses with types of soil.

Some focused on the symbolic meaning, eg the seed as the word of God, so did not answer the

question set.

Many candidates gave the development, reference to the parable and detailed what happens to the

seed, before the response.
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This candidate was awarded 4 marks:

Response One: Person listening and fulfilling what is said (1).

Development One: Seed on good ground/lots of wheat (1).

Response Two: Somebody who lets earthly possessions distract them (1).

Development Two: Seed that gets smothered by thorns (1).
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This candidate was awarded 4 marks:

Response One: Hears the word but worldly desires choke faith (1).

Development One: Seed fell among the thorns (1).

Response Two: Those whose faith has no roots (1)

Development Two: Seed fell on rocky ground (1).

Candidates should aim to write as succinctly as possible to allow

themselves more time on the longer answer questions which carry more

marks.
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on specification bullet point 2.1: the sending out of the Twelve (Mark

6:7-13)

The question was about how the sending out of the Twelve may affect a Christian’s life today.

A significant number of candidates referred to the call of the first disciples and/or Mark 8:34 which

were not credit worthy.

The better responses identified two key teachings from the passage and applied it to Christian life

today, eg Jesus commanded not to take any money therefore, Christians should not be dependant

on possessions and live a simple lifestyle.

This is an example of a candidate knowing about some teachings about discipleship, but they are

not from the sending out of the Twelve.
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This candidate is awarded 1 mark.

First Way: Must make sacrifices (1).

The candidate refers to Mark 1:17 and Mark 8:34 not Mark 6:7-13.
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This candidate gave a full mark answer.

First way: Encouraged to leave everything behind (1).

First development: Spread the word of God to people (1).

Source of wisdom/authority: As disciples instructed to take nothing (1)

(Mark 6:8).

Second way: Live a simple life (1).

Second development: As the disciples should wear sandals (1) ( Mark 6:9).
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As all of section 2 is about the nature of discipleship, candidates are

advised to carefully study the references given in the specification and be

clear about how each links to the theme of discipleship.
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Question 2 (d) 

This question asks candidates to consider if ‘Peter’s denial of Jesus was more of a warning than an

example to Christians’ taking into account the evidence from Mark’s Gospel. This is based on the

specification bullet point 2.6: Peter’s denial, its significance for Christians today as an example and

warning.

The candidates who engaged with this question considered the arguments for and against, that the

denial was more of a warning than an example, using evidence from Mark’s Gospel, usually by

showing how it was a warning and how it is an example.

The better responses started to weigh up if it was more of a warning or more of an example for

Christians, using the evidence from the Gospel.

This is an example of a level 3 response.
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This candidate was awarded level 3 because they:

On the whole make use of an accurate understanding of religion and

belief to develop reasoning that addresses the issues raised by the

statement.

Use logical chains of reasoning on both sides of the argument.

Are starting to make judgements supported by some appraisal of the

evidence.

The best fit is level 3 and 7 marks, as some inaccurate information is used

and the conclusion is not fully justified.
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This is an example of a level 2 response.
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This candidate was awarded level 2 because they:

Give reasons for and against the statement offering arguments on both

sides.

Do not attempt to appraise the arguments given or evaluate the

argument.

Attempt making a judgment in the conclusion, but do not go beyond a

personal statement.

The candidate is awarded a mark at the top of the mark range for level 2, 6

marks, because most of the demands of the level descriptor are met.

Focus on the quality of the evidence to show the arguments for and

against, as instructed in the question.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

When answering the (a) questions use three separate, full sentences.

In (b) and (c) questions references to the text of Mark’s Gospel, a source of wisdom and authority,

can act as a development. This is advisable when the candidates are asked about a specific event

or passage from the Gospel.

Candidates need to take time to read each question carefully to ensure they understand what

the question is asking, eg reasons/ways, but especially which event, teaching, miracle, or theme

they are asked about.

In (d) questions the bullet points after the question indicate which viewpoints will be credited in

the response.

In (d) questions candidates must demonstrate AO2 to achieve the higher levels. The instructions

ask them to evaluate by ‘considering’ or appraising the evidence or arguments in order to reach a

justified conclusion.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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