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Introduction
This paper contributes 25% towards the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions,

candidates must answer both questions. The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centres are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

The standard of candidate responses was similar to the previous series. Some candidates seemed

to follow advice offered last year on the need for appraisal on (d) questions and as a result were

able to achieve level 3. However, candidates were not as successful on (c) questions and many

could not refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of Allah and specifically,

bullet point 1.6. 'Cosmological argument... what the cosmological argument shows about the

nature of Allah'.

Candidates are asked to ‘outline’ on (a) questions and therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one

mark. Any further development is not required.

Some candidates struggled with this question and were not able to focus their reponse on the

nature of Allah.

Candidates are advised to write three different points, in three different sentences. One mark is

awarded for each sentence identifying one correct piece of information.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate writes three sentences outlining three different things.
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate writes three sentences outlining three different things.

Development is not needed on (a) items.
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of Allah, specifically bullet

point 1.6. 'Miracles as proof of the existence of Allah...reasons why they might lead to belief in the

existence of Allah'.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain two ways’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and

both need to be fully developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information,

a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote, or examples. The development must be relevant to the

reason given and the question being asked.

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed ways miracles lead to belief in the

existence of Allah.

Way one: ‘inspires faith in people when they see the impossible' (1);

developed by ‘the only being powerful enough to do this is Allah’ (1).

Way two: ‘the revelation itself, it is a miracle'(1); developed by ‘...able to do

so by the power of God' (1).
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The candidate is credited for the explanation even though there are

inaccuracies in the example given.

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.
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This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed ways miracles lead to belief in the

existence of Allah.

Way one: ‘supernatural acts' (1); developed by ‘with gods permission' (1).

Way two: ‘show gods power' (1); developed by ‘humans cannot perform

these' (1).
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of Allah, specifically bullet

point 1.1. 'Revelation as proof of the existence of Allah'.

Those candidates that answered this question well referred to the revelation of the Qur'an and

direct and indirect revelation. Some candidates could not develop reasons and did not refer to a

source of wisdom.

This candidate is awarded 5 marks.
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The candidate gives one developed way with reference to a source of

wisdom and offers a further developed way.

Reason one provides reference to a source of wisdom, the Qur’an: ‘today I

have perfected you your religion' (1). This is developed by, ‘suggests this is

the final revelation' (1), and further developed by, 'his form of

communicating with his creation' (1).

Reason two: ‘causing peope to feel amazed' (1). This is developed by, ‘that

unexplainable presence can be explained through Allah' (1).

The developed points should be supported by reference to a source of

wisdom and authority for the (c) questions on this paper.

10     GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 3C



This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives one developed way with reference to a source of

wisdom and another developed way.

Way one: ‘understand all his qualities' (1), this is developed by, ‘allows

them to be closer to him' (1), further developed by reference to a source

of wisdom Qur’an, ‘this is the book in which there is no doubt' (1).

Way two, ‘shows his quality of immanent' (1), this is developed by, ‘he is

involved within the world' (1).
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It is good practice to separate the two points through paragraphs.
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2 - analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of Allah, specifically bullet

point 1.7. ‘Issues raised by existence of suffering and Allah as compassionate'.

The question asked candidates to evaluate the given statement, considering arguments for and

against and referring to Muslim teachings.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor in the question, are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. The inconsistent triad does not support this question effectively as it

demonstrates a reason for the non-existence of God which would not be a Muslim viewpoint or

teaching. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

Many candidates did offer responses giving reasons for and against but did not evaluate them.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and consequently restricted

student’s progression to the higher levels.
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This candidate was awarded level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.
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The candidate gains level 3 because they use an accurate understanding

of religion and belief to develop reasoning which addresses the issues

raised by the statement. This response is presented in an accurate and

coherent way. Logical chains of reasoning are identifiable on both sides of

the argument. The candidate is starting to make judgements supported by

some appraisal of the evidence, this can be seen at the end of each of the

arguments made by the candidate. The candidate begins to appraise the

point being made but also offers further knowledge in their attempt to

appraise. The candidate meets the demands of the level 2 descriptor but

does not fully meet the level 3 requirements and is therefore awarded at

the lower end of the mark range.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar was awarded 3 marks in this example,

because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy.

The candidate uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning

overall.

The candidate uses a good range of specialist terms as appropriately.

The appriasal of evidence required for the higher marks can come at any

point in the answer. Those who provide the best answers give one side of

the argument and then use the opposing viewpoint to clearly indicate the

weaknesses of the first side.
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This candidate was awarded level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.
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The candidate gains level 3 because they use an accurate understanding

of religion and belief to develop reasoning which addresses the issues

raised by the statement. This is presented in an accurate and coherent

way and logical chains of reasoning are identifiable on both sides of the

argument. The candidate is starting to make judgements supported by

some appraisal of the evidence, this can be seen at the end in the

concluding paragraph where although it repeats more knowledge an

attempt is made to judge the validity of the arguments. The candidate

meets the demands of the level 2 descriptor but does not fully meet the

level 3 requirements and is therefore awarded at the lower end of the

mark range. Spelling, punctuation and grammar was awarded 3 marks in

this example, because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy.

The candidate uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning

overall.

The candidate uses a good range of specialist terms as appropriately.

Prepare students not to argue that the statement is true or false, but

rather why the reasons given for can be disputed by the alternative

opinion. Why do one group of Muslims say one thing and the other group

say their argument is incorrect, or is weak?
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Families in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.1. 'The importance and purpose of marriage in Islam'.

Candidates are asked to ‘outline’ on (a) questions and therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one

mark. Any further development is not required.

This question was answered well by candidates, with many able to outline three purposes of

marriage.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlines three purposes in sentences.

Development is not needed on (a) items.
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlines three purposes in sentences.
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Families in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.7. 'Muslim teaching about the equality of men and women in

the family: divergent Muslim beliefs, teachings and attitudes about the role of men and women in

the family with reference to the Qur’an including Surah 4 and the time of Muhammad'.

This was answered well by candidates who described the traditional role of Muslim women in the

family. Candidates who explained the role of women outside the family or the role of men were not

credited.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain' on (b) questions and offer two reasons. Both reasons need to be

fully developed in order to gain 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote, or examples. The development must relate to the reason

given and to the question asked.

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.
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The candidate gives two developed teachings.

Teaching one: ‘give guidance to their children' (1), developed by ‘pious

adults' (1).

Teaching two: ‘maintain the household' (1), developed by ‘provide food for

the family' (1).

It is advisable to separate the two points into paragraphs. The role of men

is not credited.

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.
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This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed teachings.

Teaching one: ‘nurture and guide their children' (1), developed by ‘moral

and religious manner' (1).

Teaching two: ‘support their husband' (1), developed by ‘maintaining the

domestic household chores' (1).
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Families in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.4. 'Support for the family in the ummah: how and why the

community tries to support families, including through worship, rites of passage, classes for

parents, groups for children and counselling'.

Less successful candidates could not develop reasons and few referred to a source of wisdom.

This candidate is awarded 5 marks.
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The candidate gives one developed way and a further developed way with

reference to a source of wisdom.

Way one: ‘offered classes' (1), this is developed by ‘able to discuss issues'

(1).

Way two: ‘councilling clinics are available' (1), this is developed by

reference to a source of wisdom, the Qur’an, ‘make peace between your 2

brothers' (1), further developed by ‘help in resolving issues' (1).

Some candidates attempted to force a source of wisdom that they had

learned into every answer. This often meant they did not answer the

question at all. The reference needs to be part of the answer.
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Question 2 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2 analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Families in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.2. 'Muslim teachings on sexual relationships outside of

marriage'.

This question asked candidates to refer to non-religious points of view.
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This candidate was awarded level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.
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The candidate gained level 3 because they use an accurate understanding

of religion and belief to develop reasoning which addresses the issues

raised by the statement. This is presented in an accurate and coherent

way. Logical chains of reasoning are identifiable on both sides of the

argument. The candidate is starting to make judgements supported by

some appraisal of the evidence, this can be seen throughout the response

where the candidate is offering lots of arguments for and against with

some attempts to judge the evidence.

The candidate meets the demands of the level 2 descriptor but does not

fully meet the level 3 requirements and is therefore awarded at the lower

end of the mark range.

Simply stating an argument is strong or weak does not necessarily move a

response to level 3, similarly, stating more knowledge or adding further

arguments for or against is insufficient to achieve level 3.

There must be more robust appraisal of the argument/evidence as well as

judgements made about the validity of the argument/evidence rather than

generalisations, in order to access the higher marks for appraisal.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper; write within the booklet pages using the

blank spaces.

When answering the (a) questions use three full sentences.

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) questions must be relevant to the

question and support the reasons given.

The (d) questions ask for an evaluation after considering the evidence. Higher marks are achieved

if the evidence/reasons given, is/are 'considered' or appraised for their value as an argument.

On (d) questions the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be credited in the answer, so

candidates must respond to all aspects of the question.

Candidates should read the questions carefully in order to ensure that their answer fully

responds to the question being asked.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 3C     31



Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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