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Introduction
The paper contributes to 25% of the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions,

candidates must answer both questions. The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centres are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Christianity within the United Kingdom, focusing on its

beliefs and teachings. The unit engages the interest of candidates, as it addresses many Christian

beliefs and teachings in addition to some issues affecting young people today.

The standard of candidate responses was similar to last year. Candidates' knowledge and

understanding of the specification content was demonstrated well, however, candidates need to be

fully prepared to evaluate and appraise arguments on the (d) questions. Candidates were not as

successful when answering Q01(d) on the Design argument as they did not answer the specific

question asked.
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of God, specifically bullet

point 1.1: Visions as proof of the existence of God.

Some candidates did not address the question about what the visions show about the nature of

God and simply gave examples of visions. These responses could not be awarded any marks.

This candidate is awarded 1 mark.

Examiners awarded one mark for each point

identified and written in a full sentence.

This candidate stated three things in the first

sentence and as a result could not be awarded

more than 1 mark.

Lists gain a maximum of 1 mark. Candidates need

to provide an outline and therefore, should write in

full sentences.
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This candidate writes three sentences outlining three things visions show about the nature of God.

The candidate correctly says that:

‘God is omni-benevolent’ (1).

‘God is omnipotent’ (1).

‘God is omniscient’ (1).

Centres should always refer to the specification

and ensure that candidates are familar with all the

content outlined.

Candidates should make sure they have three

distinct sentences.
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One:  Arguments for the Existence of God, specifically bullet

point 1.3: Miracles as proof of the existence of God.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two points are required and both

need to be fully developed in order to attain 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra

information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of

the point given and be relevant to the question asked.

This question was successfully answered by most candidates. The question did not specify the

nature of God, therefore more general answers were accepted.

This candidate is awarded 4 marks for two developed reasons.

The candidate gives two developed ways:

The first is: ‘He is omnipotent’ (1), developed by,

‘has the power to perform miracles’ (1). The second

is: ‘He wants to connect with us’ (1), developed by,

‘performs miracles to prove he is there’ (1).
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When candidates have given two answers and

crossed out the first, the examiner marks the

second, replacement answer. If the crossed-out

answer was correct and the replacement is

incorrect marks are not awarded. The candidate

has chosen to give the wrong answer. If the

candidate crosses out a correct answer, and does

not offer a replacement (and we can read through

the crossing out), it is possible to award marks.
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This candidate is awarded 4 marks for two developed reasons.

The candidate gives two developed ways:

The first is: ‘He is omnipotent’ (1), developed by,

‘wouldn’t be able to if he wasn’t powerful enough’

(1). The second is: ‘God is omnibenevolent’ (1),

developed by, ‘to reveal himself to us and help us’

(1).
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of God, specifically bullet

point 1.8 - Religious upbringing: Christian teachings about raising children to believe in God.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons were required and both

needed to be fully developed in order to attain 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra

information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must relate

to the reason given and be relevant to the question asked.

This question required one of the reasons to be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’,

this should have added to the reason given and could not be awarded twice. Therefore, if it was

used as development it did not gain a second mark for being the source.

Advice for centres regarding what constitutes a source of wisdom:

Candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

If examiners are unsure they might use a search engine for clarification. Enter the gist of the

paraphrase and ‘Bible’ or ‘Christian teaching’.

If the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John – then this

can be awarded. We are not holding candidates to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets, the paraphrase will

gain the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa, and the quote is not accredited to them,

it is not awarded.

This candidate demonstrates that it is not necessary to write lengthy answers to gain the marks.

Although the candidate does not refer to a source of wisdom, they gain 4 marks for two developed

reasons.
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The candidate provides two developed ways:

The first way: ‘If the people around you believe the

same thing’ (1), developed by, ‘then they should

too’ (1).

The second way: ‘They hear so many teachings (1),

developed by, ‘they believe by just listening’ (1).

Candidates must learn sources of wisdom and be

able to use them accurately and in context.
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The (c) questions are point marked, requiring two developed reasons and a reference to a source of

wisdom.

This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks for two

developed reasons, the reference to a source of

wisdom does not support the reason given for

religious upbringing leading to a belief in God.

The candidate provides two developed ways: The

first way: ‘Through Bible stories’ (1), developed by,

‘follow the path God set out for them (1). The Bible

reference does not support the way given.

The second way: ‘Youth groups’ (1), developed by,

‘put the child on the right path, leading to his belief’

(1).
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The source must support the

reason/teaching/belief/way given.

Sources are checked using a search engine.

If the source is attributed to the wrong

person/source/numerical reference it cannot be

credited, eg a Pauline quote attributed to Jesus

cannot be credited.

Numerical references on their own are not

credited. The candidate must use it correctly, eg

not just write John 10:10.

The source of wisdom can be given as a

recognisable paraphrase.
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) questions. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2 analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates provided excellent responses giving reasons for and

against but did not then analyse or evaluate them.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, often restricting candidates'

progression to the higher levels.

The (d) responses must not be point marked, in live marking they are marked using levels and

awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Arguments for the Existence of God,

specifically bullet point 1.6 - Design argument: the classical design argument for the existence of

God and its use by Christians as a philosophical argument for the existence of God.

This question was a challenge to many candidates. Candidates saw the word ‘designed’ and

proceeded to explain the design argument and Paley’s watch. Other candidates answered the

question ‘the design argument proves God exists’. The question asked about the beauty in the

world, not complexity as some complex things are not beautiful. Many candidates did not even

mention beauty.

This candidate was awarded no marks. Referring to the information in the introduction, the

candidate does not answer the question about beauty in the world.

The candidate therefore cannot be awarded marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar.
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Examiners were required to look for content that

could be awarded marks in cases like this in order

to be able to award the spelling, punctuation and

grammar marks. In some cases, candidates did

address the statement by raising questions about

evil and suffering in the world in the opposing

viewpoint.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 3B     15



Candidates must address the statement

given.Interpretations of the statement in this

question caused many candidates to lose marks.
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This candidate is awarded level 2 and 4 marks.

They are also given 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar.
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The candidate gained level two because:

The response shows understanding of the issue

raised in the opposing argument.

The candidate talks about the flaws in the design

of the universe and lists natural disasters,

therefore, raising issues about the nature of

God.

This is more than isolated knowledge overall and

therefore is awarded level 2.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar was awarded 3

marks in this example because: •The candidate

spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

•Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective

control of meaning overall. •Candidate uses a wide

range of specialist terms as appropriately.

Candidates should ensure they take opportunities

to assess and analyse the validity of the evidence

supporting the statement.
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Family in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.4: Support for the family in the local parish.

The (a) questions are point marked and require three outlined points. Candidates are advised to

write in three clear sentences so that there is no confusion about the three points being outlined.

The majority of candidates answered this question successfully and gained 3 marks. Some

candidates lost marks because they listed rather than outlined points in their response.

In this example, the candidate states three correct

things, however, as they are a list they can only be

awarded 1 mark.

Encouraging candidates to write three full

sentences is advised.
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Family in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.2 Christian teachings about the nature and importance of

sexual relationships.

The question asked was: Explain two Christians teachings about the nature of sexual relationships.

Candidates answered the question by explaining Christian teachings about sexual relationships and

were awarded appropriately. Some candidates went off track and explained teachings about

divorce which they could not be credited for as they did not respond to the question asked.

Two developed ways are needed to gain full marks. This candidate gives two developed teachings.

The candidate correctly outlines:

Teaching 1: ‘Only to be between a woman and a

man’ (1), developed by, ‘who are married’

(1).Teaching 2: 'Sex is a gift from God’ (1),

developed by, ‘allow them to procreate’ (1).

The awarding of marks does not rely on the quality

of the writing or sophistication of English but on an

appropriate response to the question.
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Although not all Christians agree with the

statements made they are teachings from within

Christianity and are awarded.

Two developed ways are needed to gain full marks. This candidate gives two teachings but only one

is about the nature of sexual relationships.

The candidate correctly states, ‘sex after marriage’

(1).

The awarding of marks does not rely on the quality

of the writing or sophistication of English but on an

appropriate response to the question.

Centres should remember the requirement that

‘teachings’ should be about Biblical teaching, or

Church teaching, or What Christians are taught.
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Family in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.6 Christian teachings and attitudes towards divorce and

remarriage.

The question asked for ‘different’ Christian attitudes so the marks were awarded for each ‘different’

attitude. If there was no difference then only 2 marks could be awarded plus one for the source of

wisdom (if given).

Candidates answered this question successfully and many could reference a source of wisdom.

Some candidates did not do so well as they only gave one attitude when the question asked for two

attitudes. Candidates must respond to every part of the question in order to gain full marks.

This candidate provides two developed reasons

with reference to a source of wisdom.

The first attitude is: ‘Avoided at all costs’ (1),

developed by, ‘should not be broken by any

human power.' This is also a reference to a source

of wisdom (1). The attitude is further developed by,

‘it is a holy union witnessed by God’ (1).

The second attitude is: ‘Allow divorce’ (1),

developed by, ‘is the lesser and necessary evil’ (1).
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Candidates must be prepared for the whole

breadth and depth of the specification in order to

achieve higher grades. It is best to check that

materials used in centres cover the specification.

24     GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 3B



Question 2 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) questions. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2 analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates provided excellent responses giving reasons for and

against but did not then analyse or evaluate them.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, often restricting candidates'

progression to the higher levels.

The (d) responses must not be point marked, in live marking they are marked using levels and

awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Family in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.5: Christian teaching about family planning and regulation of

births.

It was clear in this year’s marking that many centres are using writing frames and many of the

candidates were so intent on ‘filling the gaps’ on the frame or completing sentence starters that

they did not answer the question. The for, against, moreover, furthermore, this is a strong

argument because, this is a weak argument because, often made nonsense of the information the

candidate tried to present. The actual answer was lost in the amount of framing that was not

needed. This was very evident with those candidates who were working in level three, who might

have reached level four with a more fluid answer.

Candidates were well versed in the for and against arguments of the use of artificial contraception,

but very few tried to explain why Catholic reasons for not using it are not accepted by the other

Christian groups and vice versa; this would have increased marks as it would have demonstrated

appraisal of the evidence.

This candidate was awarded level 3 and 7 marks.

No spelling, punctuation and grammar marks were awarded for Q02(d).
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The candidate gained level three because:

The candidate meets all the level descriptors in

level 2 fully.

The candidate uses the religious information to

provide chains of reasoning and attempts to

make a reasoned judgement, although

superficial.

Using the best fit approach it can be awarded at

the lower end of level 3.
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The candidate was awarded level 1 and 3 marks.

There are no spelling, punctuation and grammar marks available for Q02(d).
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The candidate gained level 1 because:

The candidate provides two arguments about

the issue raised that are underpinned by

isolated elements of understanding of religion

and belief.

The judgement made is a personal response to

the statement supported by generic arguments.

It is important to use the level descriptors to find

the level rather than look for a number of facts -

these are AO1.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

When answering the (a) questions use three full sentences and ideally write these on three

separate lines.

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) questions must be relevant to the

question and support the reasons given.

The (d) questions ask for an evaluation after considering the evidence. Higher marks are achieved

if the evidence/reasons given, is/are 'considered' or appraised for their value as an argument.

On (d) questions the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be credited in the answer, so

candidates must respond to all aspects of the question.

Candidates should read the questions carefully in order to ensure that their answer fully

responds to the question being asked.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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