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Introduction
This paper contributes 25% towards the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions,

candidates must answer both questions.

The details of the assessment content are provided in the specification. Centres are to use this

rather than other published resources when planning the course content.
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of God, specifically bullet

point 1.4 - Catholic attitudes towards religious experiences and its use as a philosophical argument

for the existence of God: the nature of religious experience.

Candidates are asked to ‘outline’ on (a) questions and therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one

mark. Any further development is not required.

Candidates are advised to write three different points, in three different sentences. One mark is

awarded for each sentence identifying one correct piece of information.

Many candidates had an understanding of what a religious experience is, and as a result many

simply outlined three religious experiences and therefore did not answer the question. Those who

read the question correctly outlined three characteristics.

This candidate is awarded 1 mark.

For God reveals himself to you (1).

The answer needed to be a characteristic not

simply a definition or an effect.
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Centres should teach from the specification and

candidates should write in three full sentences in

order to gain full marks.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

This candidate outlines characteristics:

May reveal truths (1).

Feeling of numinous (1).

Hear God’s words (1).
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Centres should teach from the specification and

candidates should write in three full sentences in

order to gain full marks.
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of God, specifically bullet

point 1.5, - Design argument: the classical design argument for the existence of God and its use by

Catholics as a philosophical argument for the existence of God.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be fully developed for four marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote, or examples. The development must be relevant to the

reason given and the question being asked.

This question differentiated between candidates who had knowledge of religious experience and

those who simply recalled a miracle in the New Testament.

Most candidates were able to give descriptions of the design arguments and how a Catholic

believes it proves the existence of God. Some higher marks were awarded to those who were able

to relate it to examples, such as the eye or the beauty of nature.

Some candidates mixed up design with causation and therefore, did not receive any marks.

This candidate is awarded 1 mark.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 3A     7



One correct way is given.

Reason: made for a reason and purpose (1).

The rest of the response does not answer the

question and the beginning section relates to

causation not design.

Candidates should be taught to develop reasons.

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.
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Two developed ways are provided:

Reason 1: Too complex to be an accident (1),

developed with the watch example (1).

Reason 2: Too complex to be from nothing (1),

developed with must have a designer, eg God (1).

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.
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Two developed reasons are provided:

Reason 1: Earth is too perfect (1), developed with

must be a designer God (1).

Reason 2: Things on Earth too carefully designed to

work (1), developed with the example of the watch

(1).

Ensure you follow the requirements of the

question, which in this case asks for two beliefs.
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of God, specifically bullet

point 1.8 - The solutions offered to the problem of suffering and a loving and righteous God within

Catholicism.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be fully developed for four marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information

and must be relevant to the reason given and the question being asked.

Reasons should be supported with a 'reference to a source of wisdom'. This must support the

reason given and cannot be awarded twice, therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain a

second mark for the source.

The following is advice for centres as to what constitutes a source of wisdom:

Candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word. If examiners are unsure

they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and ‘Bible’ or ‘Christian teaching’.

If the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John – then this can

be awarded. Candidates can give incorrect ‘verses’ and still be credited but it must be the correct

book.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets, the paraphrase can

have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them, it

is not awarded.

This question was generally well answered by candidates; the majority were able to explain how

Catholics respond and develop the reasons given. Sources of wisdom and authority were not

always woven into answers, with many simply adding on love thy neighbour.

This candidate is awarded 2 marks.
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The candidate gives two ways with no

development.

Reason 1: Free will (1).

Reason 2: Make them a better person (1).

There is no wisdom and authority that answers the

question. The Adam and Eve reference is about

worshiping God not suffering.
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Do not attempt to 'shoehorn' in random quotes as

sources of wisdom. You must use them

appropriately.

This candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gives a developed reason.

By praying (1), developed with asking God to help

people to get better (1).
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This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed ways but there

is no wisdom and authority.

Reason 1: The development is reversed – they

respond directly to the problem and help people in

need (1), through donating to charitable

organisations (1).

Reason 2: Through prayer (1), ask God who will

listen and respond (1).
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This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two developed ways with a

relevant source of wisdom and authority.

Reason 1: A test of faith (1), developed with

example of Job (1).

Reason 2: Help through charity work (1), when you

help the poorest (relevant wisdom and authority)

(1), developed with we are doing what God

commands (1).
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Candidates should separate their 'ways', as in this

example, so it is clear that two ways are given.
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on part (d) questions. Candidates are being

assessed on AO2, analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – therefore, there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise the

arguments to gain the higher grades).

Many candidates gave excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not analyse or

evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, which then

restricted candidate's progression to the higher levels. We mark using levels and award a best fit

according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of God, specifically bullet

point 1.4 - Miracles as proof of the existence of God...(including atheist and Humanist) which

maintain that miracles can be scientifically explained and provide no proof that God exists.

Many candidates answered this question with good knowledge of miracles and why some people

do not believe in them, but offered a limited appraisal of the evidence; they gave reasons to

support or disprove miracles but many failed to link their reasons to prove the existence of God.

This candidate has reached level 1 and was awarded 2 marks and 3 spelling, punctuation and

grammar marks.
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The candidate gained level 1 because the

knowledge and understanding are isolated

(superficial). There is a simple for and against given

and the judgements made are unsupported and

generic.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks at the middle of

the mark range because some of the demands of

the level descriptor are met.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar was awarded 3

marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with

consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective

control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms

as appropriately.

When marking part (d) answers it is important not

to point mark. Answers should be read completely

and then assessed against the level descriptors to

find a best fit.
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This candidate has reached level 2 and was awarded 5 marks and 3 spelling, punctuation and

grammar marks.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 3A     21



22     GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 3A



The candidate gained level 2 because:

Some superficial connections are made. There

are some reasons and development but not for

all elements in the question.

This is underpinned by a limited understanding

of religion and belief which may include some

inaccuracies or be one sided.

The candidate starts to make judgements about

the arguments given.

Judgements are supported by an attempt to

appraise evidence; the evidence is the reasoning

they have given for or against the statement –

attempt at appraisal may be throughout the

answer or as part of the conclusion, much of

which may be superficial leading to a conclusion

that is not fully justified or not attempted.
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This candidate has reached level 2 and was awarded 6 marks and 3 spelling, punctuation and

grammar marks.
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The candidate provides reasons for and against

the statement making brief (superficial) arguments

on both sides.

The candidate demonstrates a limited

understanding of the beliefs surrounding this

statement.

The candidate does not attempt to appraise the

arguments given or evaluate the argument.

The conclusion offers an attempt at making a

judgment, but this is not fully justified and builds

on a limited range of elements in the answer.

The candidate is awarded 6 marks at the top of the

mark range, because most of the demands of the

level descriptor are met.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar was awarded 3

marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with

consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective

control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms

as appropriately.

The appraisal of evidence required for the higher

marks can come at any point in the answer. Those

who provide the best answers use one side of the

argument and then use the opposing viewpoint to

clearly indicate the weaknesses of the first side.
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Families in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.5, Catholic teaching on family planning and the regulation of

births: Catholic teaching about artificial contraception and natural family planning… divergent

Christian attitudes to family planning.

Candidates are asked to ‘outline’ on (a) questions and therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one

mark. Any further development is not required.

Candidates are advised to write three different points, in three different sentences. One mark is

awarded for each sentence identifying one correct piece of information.

Most candidates were able to state the Catholic view against artificial contraception and how other

Christians allowed the use of contraception. Many recognised the difference between family

planning and contraception. A small percentage confused contraception with abortion.

This candidate is awarded 1 mark.

The candidate outlines one attitude.

Christians believe sex is to procreate (1).

The rest of the answer is about sex and not about

contraception.
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Centres should teach from the specification and

candidates are advised to write in three full

sentences to gain full marks.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate writes three sentences outlining

three attitudes.

Negative as purpose is reproduction (1).

Stop overpopulation (1).

May not be stable enough for a baby (1).

An outline response must be more than one word

or item of knowledge.
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlines characteristics.

Stops the growth of family (1).

Stops the life on purpose (1).

Only natural should be used (1).
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Families in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.2 - Catholic teaching about the importance of sexual

relationships: Catholic teaching on sexual relationships outside of marriage and homosexuality.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be fully developed for four marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote, or examples. The development must be relevant to the

reason given and the question being asked.

This question revealed that many candidates had incorrect knowledge; a significant amount of

candidates detailed that Catholics believe homosexuality is a sin and homosexuals are sinners.

They failed to distinguish between homosexual feelings and the act of homosexual intercourse.

This candidate is awarded 2 marks.

A developed reason.

The first sentence about the Pope is incorrect.

Reason 1: Procreate to have children (1), marriage

is invalid (1).

30     GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 3A



References to a teaching or scripture is a good way

to develop a reason.

This candidate is awarded zero marks.

The question is about the attitudes towards

homosexuality.

The answer does not explain a Catholic attitude as

it does not link to the attitude towards homosexual

acts.
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This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

Two correct reasons developed:

Reason 1: Man and man should not be married (1),

developed with sacrament is for man and women

(1).

Reason 2: Can not perform God’s plan (1),

developed with they can’t procreate and bring life

(1).
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The (b) questions are awarded marks for four

points; two marks for reasons and two marks for

the development of each reason. It helps for

candidates to write answers which are divided into

two paragraphs, each containing a reason and a

development.
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Families in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.2 - Catholic teaching about the importance of sexual

relationships: Catholic teaching on sexual relationships outside of marriage.

Many candidates had a sound understanding of one teaching of divorce and could develop it and

link relevant wisdom and authority to the reason. However, when giving the second reason many

gave incorrect information such as the Catholic Church allows divorce for adultery. Many

candidates wrote about annulment and this was not credited as annulment is not a divorce.

This candidate is awarded zero marks.

The response is about annulment and all points

link to annulment – this is incorrect and so is not

credited.
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

A developed reason with wisdom and authority.

Reason: Breaks the wedding vows (1), death do us

part (wisdom and authority) (1), developed with the

covenant with God (1).

The second paragraph is about marriage not

divorce.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 3A     35



This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

Two developed reasons with a wisdom and

authority.

Reason 1: Vowed to be together forever (1),

wisdom and authority death do us part (1), so only

death ends a marriage (1).

Reason 2: Only God can end a sacraments (1),

developed with that God has joined together (1).

36     GCSE Religious Studies 1RA0 3A



The source must be relevant and used as part of

your reasoning.
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Question 2 (d) 

The question is ‘evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades).

Many candidates provide excellent answers giving reasons for and against but do not then analyse

or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, which then

restricted student’s progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Religious Teachings on Relationships and Families in the

21st Century, specifically bullet point 2.8.

Many candidates discussed equal rights in general, for example, in the family or in the work place,

rather than answering the questions itself.

Please note that in the bullet point candidates were required to give different Christian points of

view.

This candidate reached level 2 and was awarded 4 marks.
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The candidate gained level 2 because:

Some superficial connections are made among

many (eg some reason and development), but

not for all elements within the question.

Underpinned by a limited understanding of

religion and belief which may include some

inaccuracies or be one sided.

Starting to make judgements about the

arguments given.

Judgements are supported by an attempt to

appraise evidence; the evidence is the reasoning

they have given for or against the statement –

attempt at appraisal may be throughout the

answer or as part of the conclusion, much of

which may be superficial, leading to a conclusion

that is not fully justified or not attempted.

When marking part (d) answers, it is important not

to point mark. Answers should be read completely

and then assessed against the level descriptors to

find a best fit.
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This candidate has reached level 1 and was awarded 1 mark.
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They have missed many points of the question.

They reach level one and gain 1 mark because they

make:

Superficial connections (eg reason and

development linked to a statement), either for or

against the statement or both.

Limited range of elements in the question (eg

they have only met one or two of the

requirements of the question).

Isolated elements of understanding.

Judgements generic, no reasons or weak reasons

not supported or justified.

Conclusion not fully justified or not attempted.
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This candidate has reached level 2 and was awarded 6 marks.
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The candidate gained level 2 because:

The candidate provides reasons for and against

the statement making brief (superficial)

arguments on both sides.

The candidate demonstrates a limited

understanding of the beliefs surrounding this

statement.

The candidate does not attempt to appraise the

arguments given or evaluate the argument.

The conclusion offers an attempt at making a

judgement, but this is not fully justified and

builds on a limited range of elements in the

answer.

The candidate is awarded 6 marks at the top of

the mark range because most of the demands of

the level descriptor are met.

Do not argue that the statement is true or false:

say why the reasons given 'for' can be disputed by

the alternative opinion. For example, why does one

group of Christians say one thing and the other

group say their argument is incorrect?
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This candidate achieves level 3 and gains 8 marks.
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The candidate is able to critically deconstruct

religious information.

They used coherent and logical chains of reasoning

that considered different viewpoints.

They made use of sustained, accurate and

thorough understanding of religion and belief.

There were connections made among the full

range of elements in the question.

They then made some judgements fully supported

by appraisal of evidence. The candidate could have

provided a comprehensive appraisal of all the

evidence provided.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper; write within the booklet pages using the

blank spaces.

When answering the (a) questions use three full sentences.

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) questions must be relevant to the

question and support the reasons given.

The (d) questions ask for an evaluation after considering the evidence. Higher marks are achieved

if the evidence/reasons given, is/are 'considered' or appraised for their value as an argument.

On (d) questions the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be credited in the answer, so

candidates must respond to all aspects of the question.

Candidates should read the questions carefully in order to ensure that their answer fully

responds to the question being asked.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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