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Introduction
Religious Studies A Paper 2: Area of Study 2 – Study of Religion Option 2C – Islam.

The paper contributes to 25% of the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions and

candidates must answer both questions. The details of the assessment content are provided in the

specification. Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources, when planning the

course content.

Please note the following:

AO stands for 'Assessment Objective'

For Q01(d), marks are awarded for correct use of spelling, grammar and punctuation – SPaG
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.6. ‘the nature and

importance of angels for Muslims; how angels Jibril, Izra’il and Mika’il are shown in the Qur’an'

The question asked was:

‘Outline the role of three angels mentioned in the Qur’an.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

This question was generally well-answered by candidates: the majority were able to explain the role

of the three angels mentioned in the Qur'an. Some candidates outlined the general roles of angels

but could not attribute them to angels mentioned in the Qur'an and so could not be credited.

A significant number of incorrect answers mistakenly named prophets as angels.

Candidates should not be afraid to attempt Islamic names, because credit will still be given for

responses that use inaccurate spelling, where the intended name is obvious.
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The candidate answers outlining the role of three angels in

three sentences.

3 marks

Use Islamic names, even if you are unsure of the exact

spelling
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The candidate answers outlining the role of three angels in

three sentences.

3 marks

Write three separate sentences to avoid listing and

therefore losing marks
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.2. ‘The five roots of

‘Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam (Tawhid (oneness of Allah); 'Adl (Divine Justice); Nubuwwah

(Prophethood); Imamah (Successors to Muhammad) and Mi'ad (The Day of Judgment and the

Resurrection): the nature, history and purpose of the five roots with reference to their

Qur’anic basis’.

The question asked was:

‘Explain two ways Nubuwwah (Prophethood) is important to Shi’a Muslims.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed, for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

It is good practice to separate the two ways using paragraphs. This indicates clearly to the examiner

that there are two different reasons given.
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The candidate gives two developed ways.

Way 1

‘provided the holy books' (1)

developed by the example ‘Musa provided the Torah' (1)

Way 2

‘good role models' (1)

developed by ‘ideal examples of what Muslims should

follow' (1)

4 marks

Use separate paragraphs for each way
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This response is a good example of a well-developed answer, which adds to the initial point

being made.

The candidate gives two developed ways:

Way 1

‘basis of our relationship with Allah' (1)

developed by ‘Allah cannot talk to us directly' (1)

Way 2

‘without them we wouldn't have the Qur'an' (1)

developed by ‘basis of the Muslim faith' (1)
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.3. ‘The nature of

Allah: how the characteristics of Allah are shown in the Qur’an and why they are important: Tawhid

(oneness), including Surah 16: 35–36, immanence, transcendence, omnipotence, beneficence,

mercy, fairness and justice, Adalat in Shi’a Islam'

The question asked was:

‘Explain two reasons why belief in the omnipotence of Allah is important for Muslims'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

This question was not answered well by candidates. Many wrote responses that explained Tawhid

but did not link Tawhid to omnipotence. Many could not link the source of wisdom to the question

being asked.

Some candidates attempted to force a source of wisdom that they had learned into every answer.

This often meant they did not answer the question at all. The reference needs to be part of the

answer.
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In this response, both points are developed and include a source of wisdom.
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The candidate gives one developed reason with reference

to a source of wisdom and another developed reason:

Reason 1

‘full control over mankind' (1)

developed by ‘could be comforting' (1)

further developed by reference to a source of wisdom

Qur’an ‘the overall scheme of life belongs to God' (1)

Reason 2

‘beyond the strength of humans' (1)

developed by Qur'an ‘no one is comparable' (1)

5 marks
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In this response, the reference to the source of wisdom is paraphrased and explained, rather than

quoted directly.
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The candidate gives one developed reason with reference

to a source of wisdom, and another developed reason:

Reason 1

‘helps Muslims to understand why Tawhid is so

important' (1)

developed by reference to a source of wisdom Surah

112 ‘Allah has no partners' (1)

further developed by ‘he is omnipotent so doesn't need'

(1)

Reason 2

‘he was able to create everything' (1)

developed by ‘they will praise him for it' (1)

5 marks
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are assessed

on AO2 analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion' – there must be some consideration of the validity of the arguments and

evidence given: appraisal of the arguments to gain the higher grades.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.4. ‘Risalah: the

nature and importance of prophethood for Muslims, including Surah 2: 136; what the roles of

prophets teach Muslims, exemplified in the lives of Adam, Ibrahim, Isma’il, Musa, Dawud, Isa,

Muhammad'.

The question asked was:

'The prophet Ibrahim is the best role model for Muslims.'

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

Generally, candidates were able to display good knowledge and reach the higher marks of Level 2

but very few candidates evaluated their arguments, so could not achieve beyond this. Those who

wrote good answers giving reasons for and against, often did not analyse or evaluate the validity of

their arguments.

Less-able candidates also found it difficult to recall knowledge of Ibrahim's life and to explain why

Ibrahim is important to Muslims. Such isolated general responses did not achieve beyond Level 1.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, limiting candidates’ progression

to the higher levels.
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In this response, the candidate deconstructs the religious information, showing an accurate

understanding of religion and belief.

The candidate considers the validity of arguments.

Simply stating that an argument is strong or weak, or adding more knowledge, or adding further

arguments, does not move a response to Level 3.

There must be appraisal of the original argument/evidence and judgements made about the

validity of the argument/evidence.
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Connections are made among many, but not all, of the

elements in the question.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the lowest

mark of the level.

Judgements are supported by limited appraisal of

evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to

a partially justified conclusion.

SPaG - 3 marks are awarded because the candidate:

spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy

uses rules of grammar with effective control of

meaning overall

uses a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate

Level 3

7 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 10 marks

Appraisal of the original argument/evidence and

judgements made about the validity of the argument/

evidence will move your answer to a higher level.
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This is an example of good knowledge and a basic attempt at appraisal.

Candidates should improve appraisal by explaining why the reasons given 'for' can be disputed by

the alternative opinion.

For example, why one group of Muslims has one opinion and the other group believes their

argument is incorrect, or is a weak argument, and why.
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The candidate gains Level 3 because they deconstruct the

religious information, showing an accurate understanding

of religion and belief.

Connections are made among many, but not all, of the

elements in the question.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the lowest

mark of the level because judgements are supported by

limited appraisal of evidence, some of which may be

superficial, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Level 3

7 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 10 marks
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.4. ‘Sawm as one of the

Five Pillars: the nature, role, significance and purpose of fasting during Ramadan including

Surah 2: 183–185'.

The question asked was:

‘Outline three benefits of fasting for Muslims'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items.Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.

The candidate outlines three benefits in three separate

sentences.

3 marks
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The candidate writes three sentences outlining three

benefits.

3 marks

Write three separate sentences to outline three

ways/reasons
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.5 ‘why khums is important for

Shi’a Muslims'.

The question asked was:

'Explain two ways giving khums is important to Shi’a Muslims.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.
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The candidate gives two developed ways:

Way 1

‘purify their wealth' (1)

developed by ‘get closer to Allah' (1)

Way 2

‘support the community' (1)

developed by ‘money goes to the mosque, schools' (1)

4 marks
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The candidate gives two developed ways.

Way 1

‘purifys (sic) their wealth' (1)

developed by Qur'an ‘spoils of war' (1)

Way 2

‘emphasises the importance of charity' (1)

developed by ‘for the poor or less fortunate’ (1)

4 marks

Reference to a teaching or scripture is a good way to

develop a reason
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.6. 'Hajj as one of the Five Pillars:

the nature, role, origins and significance of Hajj'

The question asked was:

'Explain two reasons why Muslims go on Hajj.'

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’: this must support the

reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain

a second mark for the source.

Some candidates were not prepared for this question and confused 'what' with 'why'. Few

candidates were able to refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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The candidate gives one developed reason and another

developed reason with reference to a source of wisdom.

Reason 1

‘become better people' (1)

developed by ‘repent themselves from bad deeds’ (1)

Reason 2

‘hajj is an obligatory act' (1)

developed by reference to a source of wisdom Qur’an

‘proclaim the pilgrimage to all people' (1)

further developed by ‘is for everyone’ (1)

5 marks

28     GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2C



The candidate gives one developed reason with reference

to a source of wisdom and another developed reason.

‘it's a duty' (1) this is developed by ‘a pillar of Islam' (1)

further developed by reference to a source of wisdom

Qur’an ‘proclaim pilgrimage to all' (1)

‘to reflect on their own lives' (1) this is developed by

‘away from their busy lives' (1)

5 marks
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Question 2 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are assessed

on AO2 analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This comprises 50% of the overall mark.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to

levels descriptors.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the validity of the arguments and

evidence given (appraisal of the arguments to gain the higher grades).

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.8. ‘The nature, origins, activities,

meaning and significance of the celebration/commemoration of Id-ul-Adha...Id-ul-Fitr...Id-ul-

Ghadeer and Ashura'.

The question asked was:

'Festivals are the best way to remember the greatness of Allah.'

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

When appraising, candidates should consider the strengths/weaknesses of the evidence they have

presented to support each of their points ie why is some evidence more or less valid?

They should explain why other Muslims may not consider the arguments as valid points.
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The candidate gains Level 3 because they deconstruct the

religious information, showing an accurate understanding

of religion and belief.

The candidate has considered the validity of arguments,

although this is done in a basic way so the candidate does

not achieve the higher mark of the level.

Connections are made among many, but not all, of the

elements in the question.

The candidate also provides evidence suggesting the

middle mark of the level because judgements are

supported by appraisal of evidence which may be

superficial, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Level 3

8 marks
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Critique can be undertaken in a number of ways, including by appraising the validity of the

evidence used to support arguments, or considering why other Muslims may not accept this point.

Simply stating arguments for and against the statement will not enable candidates to move beyond

Level 2.
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The candidate has attempted to critique their points but

does not do this in a robust way, so achieves the

lower mark.

The candidate gains Level 3 because they deconstruct the

religious information, showing an accurate understanding

of religion and belief.

Connections are made among many, but not all, of the

elements in the question.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the lowest

mark of the level because judgements are supported by

limited appraisal of evidence, some of which may be

superficial, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Level 3

7 marks
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper; write within the booklet pages using the

blank spaces

When answering the (a) items use three full sentences

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question

and support the reason given

The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are achieved if

the evidence/reasons given is 'considered' or appraised for its value as an argument as part of

deciding the evaluation

On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer, so

candidates must respond to all aspects of the question

Candidates should read the questions carefully, to ensure that the answer relates to the question

asked
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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