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Introduction
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies Religious Studies A Paper 2: Area of Study 2 – Catholic Christianity

The paper contributes to 25% of the overall award.

The assessment consists of two questions, candidates must answer both sets of questions.

Section 1: Beliefs and Teaching

Section 2: Practices

The details of the assessment content are provided in the specification.

Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources, when planning the course content.

In some questions marks are awarded for correct spelling, punctuation and grammar – SPaG.

AO stands for Assessment Objective
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings

Bullet point 1.6: The events in the Paschal Mystery

The question asked was:

‘Outline three events in the Paschal Mystery’

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items.

Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example: Outline 3 characteristics of God: God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver. (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Busy, distant and God is creator. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver. (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

Candidates responded well to this question and were able outline 3 events.
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The candidate writes three sentences outlining three events:

Death of Jesus (1)

Resurrection of Jesus (1)

Ascension of Jesus (1)

3 marks

Centres should teach from the specification.

Candidates should write in three full sentences, to gain full marks.
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The events are not part of the Paschal Mystery.

0 marks

Read the question carefully.
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings

Bullet point 1.1: The Trinity: the nature and significance of each of the Persons individually: God as

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

The question asked was:

‘Explain two reasons why believing in God as the Holy Spirit is important to Catholics.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

Many candidates were able to give at least one developed reason linking to God’s presence on

earth. A small number of responses detailed events in the Bible that included the Holy Spirit and

therefore did not answer the question.
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Note that the candidate has separated the two ways clearly into two paragraphs, even though the

first paragraph does not receive any credit because it does not answer the question.

This response has one developed reason:

The Holy Spirit is in everyone (1) developed with it inspiring the Bible (1)

2 marks

Candidates should separate their 'ways' into two paragraphs.
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Two developed reasons:

Reason 1

Ensure what they are taught is correct (1)

developed with Holy Spirit guides (1)

Reason 2

Allows them to witness faith (1)

developed with receive the Holy Spirit who is God (1)

4 marks
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings

Bullet point 1.8: Catholic beliefs about eschatology: life after death; why belief in life after death is

important for Catholics today

The question asked was:

'Explain two reasons why belief in life after death is important to Catholics. In your answer you

must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items.

Therefore, two reasons are required, and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development

consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples.

The development must be of the reason given and for the question asked. The reasons should be

supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’: this must support the reason given and cannot

be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain a second mark for the

source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom and authority:

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word-for-word.

If the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John – then this

can be credited.

Candidates are not held to ‘verses’ but they must refer to the correct book.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can

have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them,

it is not credited.

Candidates demonstrated a clear knowledge of how belief in life after death can influence a

person’s actions on earth. Some candidates then developed this to gain the marks for

development.
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The candidate gives two developed ways with a relevant source of wisdom

and authority.

Reason 1:

Judged by Jesus on judgement (1)

developed with held accountable (1)

when I was thirsty (relevant wisdom and authority) (1)

Reason 2:

united with Jesus and loved ones (1)

developed with gives hope (1)

5 marks
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The reference needs to be part of the answer, as shown in the example.
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Question 1 (d) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings

Bullet point 1.3: Creation: the nature and significance of the biblical account of Creation including

Genesis 1–3; and how it may be understood in divergent ways in Christianity, including reference to

literal and metaphorical interpretations

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a

non-religious response.

The question asked was:

'The Creation happened exactly as described in the Bible.'

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Catholic teachings

refer to different Christian points of view

reach a justified conclusion.

Many candidates answered this question with good knowledge of the different interpretations but

limited appraisal of evidence. Some responses did not answer the question and compared the

differences in the Genesis accounts.
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This response does not receive any credit.

As a consequence, the candidate is unable to obtain any SPaG marks.

0 marks
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The candidate gains Level 1 because:

The knowledge and understanding are isolated (superficial). There is a

simple for and against argument given.

The judgements made are unsupported and generic, no reasons or

weak reasons, not supported or justified.

The candidate is awarded marks at the top of the Level 1 mark range

because most of the demands of the level descriptors are met.

The response has many incorrect/non-catholic teachings and these cannot

be credited because they are not a requirement of the question.

The candidate receives 3 marks for SPaG because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

The candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning

overall.

The candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Level 1

3 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 6 marks

Answer the question asked

Evaluate this statement considering the arguments for and against

To reach the higher level, appraise or consider the value of the

arguments
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The candidate gains Level 2 because:

The candidate then provides reasons for and against the statement

making brief (superficial) arguments on both sides.

The candidate demonstrates a limited understanding of the beliefs

surrounding this statement.

The candidate does not attempt to appraise the arguments given or

evaluate the argument.

The conclusion offers an attempt at making a judgment, but this is not

fully justified and builds on a limited range of elements in the answer.

The candidate is awarded marks at the top of the mark range because

most of the demands of the level descriptors are met.

Level 2

6 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 9 marks
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices

Bullet point 2.7: Catholic Social Teaching: how Catholic Social Teaching reflects the teaching to show

love of neighbour

The question asked was:

'Outline three ways Catholics can show love of neighbour.'

Many candidates answered this well, giving clear ways.

The candidate writes three sentences outlining three ways.

Charity towards the needy (1)

Helping the community (1)

Care for elders (1)

3 marks

An 'outline' must be more than one word or item of knowledge.
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Although all 3 ways are correct this is a list and not an outline – maximum

mark of 1 awarded.

1 mark
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices

Bullet point 2.3: The funeral rite as a liturgical celebration of the Church: the aims of the funeral rite

including communion with the deceased; the communion of the community and the proclamation

of eternal life to the community and its significance for Catholics

The question asked was:

'Explain two reasons why the funeral rite is significant for Catholics.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items.

Therefore, two reasons are required, and both need to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or

examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

Candidates answered this question with varying knowledge; most could liken the funeral rite to its

role in supporting the bereaved. A significant number of candidates simply outlined the features of

a funeral and therefore did not answer the question.

No marks are awarded for this response.

0 marks
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The candidate gives two developed reasons:

Reason 1

Helps the mourners connect with deceased (1)

developed with will meet loved ones again (1)

Reason 2

celebrate the death and life (1)

developed with start new life with God (1)

4 marks

Make sure you answer all parts of the question.
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices

Bullet point 2.7: Catholic Social Teaching: Catholic teaching on justice

The question asked was:

'Explain two Catholic teachings about justice.'

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Many candidates answered about judgement and not justice.

The candidate gives one reason, without development.

Reason 1

God treats everyone well (1)

1 mark
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This response has two developed reasons.

Reason 1

God is just (1)

developed with if they suffer God will reward them (1)

Reason 2

God’s kingdom is full of justice (1)

developed with we act more justly (1)

There is no rewardable or identifiable wisdom nor authority.

4 marks
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Question 2 (d) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices

Bullet point 2.8: Catholic mission and evangelism: the history and significance of mission and

evangelism for Catholics

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are assessed

on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the overall

mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against and

reaching a justified conclusion. There must be some consideration of the arguments: appraise the

arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to

levels descriptors.

The question asked was:

'The call of mission and evangelisation is needed today more than ever.'

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Catholic teachings

refer to different Catholic points of view

reach a justified conclusion.

Many candidates provided examples of how to evangelise and why it should or should not be done.

This was not what the question asked. Some candidates were not prepared for this question and

had very little knowledge of what evangelism was and confused answers with liturgical worship.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and thereby limited candidates’

progression to the higher levels.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a

non-religious response.
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This candidate gains Level 2 because:

The candidate then provides reasons for and against the statement

making brief (superficial) arguments on both sides.

The candidate demonstrates a limited, rather than isolated as in Level 1,

understanding of the beliefs surrounding this statement.

The candidate does not attempt to appraise the arguments given or

evaluate the argument.

The conclusion offers an attempt at making a judgment, but this is not

fully justified and builds on a limited range of elements in the answer.

The candidate meets the demands of the Level 1 descriptor but does not

fully meet the Level 2 requirements and is therefore awarded a mark at

the lower end of the mark range.

Level 2

4 marks
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The candidate gains Level 1 because:

The knowledge and understanding are isolated (superficial).

There is a simple for argument with no against given.

The judgements made are unsupported and generic.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark at the bottom end of the mark range

because not all of the demands of the level descriptor are met.

Level 1

1 mark

Always read through your answers.
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The candidate gains Level 2.

The candidate then provides reasons for and against the statement

making brief (superficial) arguments on both sides.

The candidate demonstrates a limited understanding of the beliefs

surrounding this statement.

The candidate does not attempt to appraise the arguments given or

evaluate the argument.

The conclusion offers an attempt at making a judgment, but this is not

fully justified and builds on a limited range of elements in the answer.

The candidate is awarded marks at the top of the mark range because

most of the demands of the level descriptors are met.

Level 2

6 marks
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Candidates should not attach extra sheets to their examination paper: they should use the blank

spaces, if necessary

Ensure that all aspects of the specification are covered

Ensure that candidates understand subject-specific language

Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked, fully

When answering the (a) items candidates should use three full sentences

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question

and support the reason given

On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be credited in the answer

The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are achieved if

the evidence/reason given is 'considered' or appraised for its value as an argument as part of

deciding the evaluation
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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