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Introduction
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies A Paper 4: Area of Study 4 – Textual Studies 4B – The Qur'an.

The paper contributes to 25% of the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions,

candidates must answer both questions. The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centres are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings of Islam - bullet point 1.5

‘Creation'.

The question asked was ‘Outline three Islamic teachings about creation in the Qur'an'

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on part (a) questions. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of

one mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant.(1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

The candidate is awarded 3 marks.
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The candidate answers outlining three teachings in

three sentences (3).

Candidates should write in three full sentences to

gain full marks.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate outlines two teachings in two

sentences (2).
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The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate outlines two teachings in sentences

(2)

The first point is not credited as the Quran states

six days of creation.

Candidates must refer to Islamic teachings about

creation.
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings of Islam - bullet point 1.4 ‘how

believers are described'.

The question asked was ‘Explain two ways believers are described in the Qur'an'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on part (b) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required,

and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information,

a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gives one developed reason and

one reason.

Reason one ‘followers of the right path’ (1) this is

developed by ‘stood firm on it’ (1).

Reason two ‘ones who pay charity’ (1) this is

developed by a development that has already

been credited in this response so cannot be

credited twice (0).
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In developing their responses candidates should

not repeat the same points.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gives two reasons.

Reason one ‘Ahl-ul-Jannah’ (1).

Reason two ‘do good and justice’ (1).

There are further reasons that cannot be credited.

No reasons are developed.

Candidates should be taught to develop reasons

by giving extra information, referring to a source of

wisdom, quote or example.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one ‘ones who establish prayer’ (1) this is

developed by ‘worship God in their daily routine’

(1).

Reason two ‘believe in the unseen (1) this is

developed by ‘angels, God and the belief in the

afterlife’ (1).
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings of Islam - bullet point 1.8 ‘Shari'ah

law... expressed in the lives of Muslims today.’

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why Shari'ah law is important for a Muslim today.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on part (c) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required,

and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information,

a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

If examiners are unsure they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and ‘Qur'an'or

‘Muslim teaching’.

If the candidate states that it is in Qur'an 2:18 and then states another verse – then this can be

awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book/person.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Qur'an 2:18) in brackets the paraphrase can have

the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Qur'an and it was hadith or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them, it

is not awarded.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons; with

reference to a source of wisdom.

Reason one ‘based on the Quran and the sunnah'

(1) this is developed by ‘how to lead a good life' (1)

further developed by reference to the source of

wisdom (1).

The reference was found to be accurate after using

a search engine and links to the reason.

Reason two ‘prevent Muslims from committing

crime' (1) this is developed by ‘helps Muslims avoid

going on the wrong path' (1).
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Some candidates attempted to force a source of

wisdom that they had learned into every answer.

This often meant they did not answer the question

at all. The reference needs to be part of the answer

as in this example.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one ‘taken from The Quran’ (1) this is

developed by ‘highest source of authority’ (1).

Reason two ‘stable and just society’ (1) this is

developed by ‘eradicate poverty’ (1).
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Candidates must refer to a source of wisdom that

relates to the reasons given for full marks.
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the part (d) questions. The candidates are

being assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of

the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates do excellent answers giving reasons for and against

but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the

arguments restricting candidates' progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings of Islam - bullet point 1.6 ‘The

nature and importance of justice as outlined in the Qur'an'.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was“Human justice should be based on the justice of Allah. ”Evaluate this

statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to the Qur'an

refer to different Muslim points of view

reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate is awarded Level 1 and was awarded 3 marks. The SPAG mark was 2 making the total

mark for this response 5.

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 4B     15



Part (d) questions are not point marked– the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained level 1 because the

candidate made superficial connections using a

limited range of the elements.

They did not give a fully justified conclusion, and

therefore provide evidence within level 1.

The candidate demonstrates isolated

understanding of religion.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

highest level because they fulfil all the descriptors

of this level but do not make it into the next one.

SPAG

The candidate was awarded 2 marks because:

• The candidate spells and punctuates with

considerable accuracy.

• The candidate uses rules of grammar with

general control of meaning overall.
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The candidate is awarded Level 3 and was awarded 7 marks. The SPAG mark was 3 making the total

mark for this response 10 marks.
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Part (d) questions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained Level 3 because the

candidate has an accurate understanding of

religion and belief. Connections are made among

many, but not all, of the elements in the question.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

lowest mark of the level because judgements are

supported by limited appraisal of arguments in the

conclusion, some of which is superficial, leading to

a partially justified conclusion.

SPAG

The candidate was awarded 3 marks because:

• The candidate spells and punctuates with

consistent accuracy.

• Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective

control of meaning overall.

• Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms

as appropriately.
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Candidates should not argue that the statement is

true or false but why the reasons given for can be

disputed by the alternative opinion. Why do one

group of Muslims say one thing and the other

group say their arugment is incorrect, or is weak?

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 4B     19



The candidate is awarded Level 1 and was awarded 3 marks. The SPAG mark was 3 making the total

mark for this response 6 marks.
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Part (d) qestions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained Level 1 because the

candidate made superficial connections using a

limited range of the elements.

They have isolated elements of understanding of

religion.

The non-Muslim views are not considered as this

answer requires different Muslim views.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

highest mark of the level because they fulfil all the

descriptors of this level but do not make it into the

next one.

SPAG

The candidate was awarded 3 marks because:

• The candidate spells and punctuates with

consistent accuracy.

• Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective

control of meaning overall.

• Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms

as appropriately.

It is possible to achieve 3 marks for SPAG for a low

scoring answer.
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Lives of the Prophets and Others - bullet point 2.4 ‘The

Prophet Yusuf: the events of his life and teachings in the Qur'an'.

The question asked was ‘Outline three events from the life of Yusuf in the Qur'an'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on part (a) questions. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of

one mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant.(1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

The candidate is awarded 3 marks.
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The candidate answers outlining three events in

sentences (3).

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate answers outlining two events in

sentences (2).

Yusuf did not become king. Candidates need to

recount events in his life as described in the

Qur'an.
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The candidate is awarded 0 marks.

The candidate outlines no accurate information (0).

Only responses that describe events in the life of

Yusuf are credited.
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Lives of the Prophets and Others - bullet point 2.5 ‘The

prophet Dawud...the significance of his example for Muslims today'.

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why Dawud is important for Muslims today'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on part (b) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required,

and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information,

a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gives two reasons.

Reason one ‘holy books was revealed to him’ (1)

Reason two ‘Prophet of God’ (1)

Candidates should be taught to develop reasons

by giving additional information, reference to a

source of wisdom, a quote or examples.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one ‘rely on God’ (1) this is developed by

‘steadfast in God’ (1).

Reason two ‘sent one of the Holy Books’ (1) this is

developed by ‘Muslims believe in all the Holy

Books are from God’ (1).
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Lives of the Prophets and Others - bullet point 2.3 ‘The

Prophet Ismail... his importance as a messenger of Allah.’

The question asked was ‘Explain two ways the life of prophet Ismail shows he was sent from Allah.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on part (c) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required,

and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information,

a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

If examiners are unsure they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and ‘Qur'an'or

‘Muslim teaching’.

If the candidate states that it is in Qur'an 2:18 and then states another verse – then this can be

awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book/person.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Qur'an 2:18) in brackets the paraphrase can have

the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Qur'an and it was hadith or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them, it

is not awarded.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives one developed way with

reference to a source of wisdom, and another way.

Reason one ‘didn’t object’ (1) reversed developed

by ‘good prophet’ (1) this is further developed with

reference to a source of wisdom, Surah 37 Safat

(1).

The reference was found to be accurate after using

a search engine.

Reason two ‘Ismail also build the Kabah’ (1).
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Examiners and teachers are advised to not dismiss

unfamiliar quotes without checking them first.
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The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gives one developed way and one

way.

Reason one ‘Ismail didn’t object’(1) reverse

developed by ‘patient and god-fearing man’ (1).

Reason two ‘a sincere muslim’ (1).

It is not enough to write the reference in brackets.

The source of wisdom should be explained /linked

to the reason.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed ways.

Reason one ‘he submitted’ (1) this is developed by

reference to a source of wisdom ‘do what you have

been commanded’ (1).

This is a reference to the Quran Surah 37 when

Ibrahim was asked to sacrifice Ismail.

Reason two ‘rebuilt the Kabah’ (1) this is developed

by the source of wisdom (1).

The reference given was found to be inaccurate,

however the quote is found elsewhere in the

Quran so can be credited.
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Candidates can paraphrase and use alternative

wording and translations. Exact reference is not

required but if candidates are giving the source as

‘Quran’ or ‘Hadith’ they must not mistake the

Quran for Hadith and vice versa.

When chapter and verse are given for an

unfamiliar quote examiners and teachers are

advised to check this alongside a general search

for the quote as sometimes quotes are correct and

can be credited even when the reference may not

be.
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Question 2 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the part (d) questions. The candidates are

being assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief.This constitutes 50% of

the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates do excellent answers giving reasons for and against

but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the

arguments restricting candidates' progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Lives of the Prophets and Others - bullet point 2.2 ‘The

Prophet Ibrahim... the significance of his example for Muslims today'.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was “The prophet Ibrahim is the best example for Muslims to follow. ”Evaluate

this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to the Qur'an teachings

reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate is awarded Level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.
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Part (d) questions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained Level 3 because the

candidate has an accurate understanding of

religion and belief. Connections are made among

many, but not all, of the elements in the question.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

lowest mark of the level because judgements are

supported by limited appraisal of arguments in the

conclusion, some of which may be superficial,

leading to a partially justified conclusion.
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The candidate is awarded Level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.
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Part (d) questions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained Level 3 because the

candidate has an accurate understanding of

religion and belief. Connections are made among

many, but not all, of the elements in the question.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

lowest mark of the level because judgements are

supported by limited appraisal of evidence, some

of which may be superficial, leading to a partially

justified conclusion.
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The candidate is awarded Level 2 and was awarded 6 marks.
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Part (d) questions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained Level 2 because connections

are made among many, but not all, of the

elements in the question; judgements are

supported by an attempt to appraise evidence,

much of which is superficial.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

highest mark of the level because they fulfil the all

the descriptors of this level but do not make it into

the next one.

There are no SPAG marks for this question.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Avoid attaching extra sheets to your examination paper. If possible continue writing on the blank

spaces within the scannable pages.

When answering the part (a) questions write three full sentences.

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in part (c) questions must be relevant to the

question and support the reason given. Exact verse numbers are not required but the

source/person must be correctly referenced.

The part (d) questions ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are

achieved if the evidence/reasons (knowledge and understanding) given is appraised for its value

as part of deciding the evaluation. This does not necessarily have to be in the conclusion.

On part (d) questions the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the

answer.

Candidates should read the questions carefully, answer the question asked fully.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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