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Introduction
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies A Paper 3: Area of Study 3 – Philosophy and Ethics Option 3C – Islam.

The paper contributes to 25% of the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions,

candidates must answer both questions. The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centres are to use this rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 3C     3



Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of Allah - bullet point 1.3

‘Miracles as proof for the existence of Allah.

The question asked was ‘Outline three Islamic beliefs about miracles’.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on part (a) questions. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of

one mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate answers outlining three beliefs in

three sentences (3).
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The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate answers outlining three beliefs in

three sentences (3).

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate outlines two beliefs in two

sentences (2).

Candidates should write in three full sentences to

gain full marks.
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of Allah - bullet point 1.6

‘The cosmological argument and its use in Islam as a philosophical argument for the existence of

Allah'.

The question asked was ‘Explain two ways the cosmological argument may lead to belief in Allah.'

The question is about the cosmological argument. A description of the design argument would not

be credited.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on part (b) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required,

and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information,

a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The candidate is awarded 0 marks.

The candidate’s response does not relate to the

question. This suggests design and not causation

(0).
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Candidates need to be taught clearly the difference

between the design and cosmological argument.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one ‘must have a cause’ (1) this is

developed by ‘go back to one root cause who is

Allah’ (1).

Reason two ‘cannot go on infinitely’ (1) this is

developed by ‘there must be a causer or an

unmoved mover’ (1).
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one ‘has a cause' (1) this is developed by

‘can't have been caused' (1).

Reason two ‘no beginning or end' (1) this is

developed by ‘the only omnipotent being' (1).

Candidates should separate their reasons, as in

this example, as it makes it clear that two reasons

were given.
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of God - bullet point 1.5

‘The design argument and its use in Islam as a philosophical argument for the existence of Allah.’

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why the design argument might prove the existence

of Allah.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on part (c) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required,

and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information,

a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

If examiners are unsure they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and

‘Qur'an' or ‘Muslim teaching’.

If the candidate states that it is in Qur'an 2:18 and then states another verse – then this can be

awarded.We are not holding candidates to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book/person.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Qur'an 2:18) in brackets the paraphrase can

have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Qur'an and it was hadith or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to

them, it is not awarded.
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The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gives one developed reason with

reference to a source of wisdom.

Reason one reference to the source of wisdom

William Paley (1) this is developed by ‘so complex it

must have a designer’ (1) this is further developed

by ‘it could not just make itself’ (1)

Reason two (0) The candidate’s response does not

relate to the question. References to causation

cannot be credited.
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Candidates should be taught clearly the difference

between the design argument and the

cosmological argument.

William Paley is credited as a source of wisdom for

the design argument and Thomas Aquinas would

be considered a source of wisdom for a (c)

question on the cosmological argument.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.
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The candidate gives one developed reason with

reference to a source of wisdom, and another

developed reason.

Reason one ‘complex design has a designer’ (1) this

is developed by the source of wisdom ‘Paley’s

watch theory’ (1) ‘fit together and work as one

thing perfectly’ (1)

Reason two ‘complex perfection cannot be

designed by human’ (1) this is reverse developed

by ‘ the design of the eye' (1)
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the part (d) questions. The candidates are

being assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of

the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates do excellent answers giving reasons for and against

but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the

arguments restricting candidate's progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Arguments for the Existence of Allah - bullet point 1.7.

‘how the problem and its basis as a philosophical argument may lead some people to reject belief

in Allah or cause believers to question their faith'.

The question asked was “Suffering proves Allah cannot exist.” Evaluate this statement considering

arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

refer to relevant philosophical arguments

reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate is awarded Level 2 and was awarded 6 marks. The SPAG mark was 3 making the total

mark for this response 9.
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Part (d) questions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark is awarded within

the level.

The candidate gained Level 2 because connections

are made among many, but not all, of the

elements in the question.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

highest mark of the level because judgements are

supported by an attempt to appraise evidence,

much of which is superficial.

SPAG

The candidate was awarded 3 marks because:

• The candidate spells and punctuates with

   consistent accuracy.

• Candidate uses rules of grammar with

   effective control of meaning overall.

• Candidate uses a wide range of specialist

   terms as appropriately.

Candidates should not argue that the statement is

true or false but why the reasons given can be

disputed by the alternative opinion. Why do one

group of Muslims say one thing and the other

group say their argument is incorrect, or is weak?

The candidate makes good use of the extra space,

this is much wiser than attaching extra pages.
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The candidate is awarded Level 1 and was awarded 3 marks. The SPAG mark was 2 making the total

for this response 5 marks.
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Part (d) questions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained Level 1 because the

candidate made superficial connections using a

limited range of the elements. They have isolated

elements of understanding of religion.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

highest mark of the level because they fulfil all the

descriptors of this level but do not make it into the

next one.

SPAG

The candidate was awarded 2 marks because:

• The candidate spells and punctuates with

   considerable accuracy.

• The candidate uses rules of grammar with

   general control of meaning overall.

Part (d) questions should not be point marked.

They should be read completely and then assessed

against the level descriptors to find a best fit.
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The candidate is awarded Level 1 and was awarded 2 marks. The SPAG mark was 2 making the total

for this response 4 marks.
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Part (d) questions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained Level 1 because the

candidate response is underpinned by isolated

elements of understanding of religion and belief.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

middle mark of the level because they have made

superficial connections.

SPAG

The candidate was awarded 2 marks because:

• The candidate spells and punctuates with

   considerable accuracy.

• The candidate uses rules of grammar with

   general control of meaning overall.

Marks for SPAG are awarded on question 1(d).

These are worth 3 marks. Candidates should be

aware of these marks and be asked to take care

with spellings of key words, paragraphs and

punctuation.
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The candidate is awarded Level 3 and was awarded 7 marks. The SPAG mark was 3 making the total

for this response 10.
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Part (d) questions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained Level 3 because the

candidate deconstructs the religious information

leading to an accurate understanding of religion

and belief. Connections are made among many,

but not all, of the elements in the question.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

lowest mark of the level because judgements are

supported by limited appraisal of evidence in the

conclusion, some of which may be superficial,

leading to a partially justified conclusion.

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 3C     23



Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family - bullet point 2.3 ‘Muslim

teachings about the purpose and importance of family'.

The question asked was ‘Outline three teachings about family in Islam’.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on part (a) questions. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of

one mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

The candidate is awarded 3 marks.
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The candidate outlines three beliefs in sentences

(3).

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

The candidate outlines one belief in a sentence (1).

Candidates should be trained to write three

separate sentences to encourage them to outline

three ways/reasons/beliefs.
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The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlines three beliefs in three

sentences (3).
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family - bullet point 2.5 ‘Divergent

Muslim teachings and attitudes about contraception'

The question asked was ‘Explain two Islamic teachings about contraception.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on part (b) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required,

and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information,

a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

Responses that gave teachings supporting contraception were credited as well as those opposing

contraception - however inaccurate reasoning (such as sex is only for procreation) was not credited.

The candidate is awarded 0 marks.

The candidate gives no correct information (0).

Candidates must be taught the varied and

divergent teachings on contraception as specified

in the specification. An example of an inaccurate

teaching in this response is that sex is only for

procreation in Islam - this is inaccurate and cannot

be credited.
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The candidate is awarded 0 marks.

The candidate gives no correct information (0).

There are no references to contraception in the

Quran.

It is important to teach the divergent teachings

accurately.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed teachings.

Reason one ‘family planning’ (1) this is reverse

developed by ‘right to decide whether or not they

want a child’ (1)

Reason two ‘stopping the birth of a child’ (1) this is

developed by ‘the future of Islam’ (1)
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family - bullet point 2.2 ‘Muslim

teachings on sexual relationships outside marriage.’

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why sex outside marriage is forbidden in Islam.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on part (c) questions. Therefore, two reasons are required,

and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information,

a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

If examiners are unsure they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and

‘Qur'an' or ‘Muslim teaching’.

If the candidate states that it is in Qur'an 2:18 and then states another verse – then this can be

awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book/person.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Qur'an 2:18) in brackets the paraphrase can

have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Qur'an and it was hadith or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to

them, it is not awarded.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one ‘lead to health problems’ (1) this is

developed by ‘such as STDs and HIV’ (1).

There are reasons before this that haven’t been

credited as they are not developed.

Reason two ‘man is only made for his spouse’ (1)

this is developed by ‘safeguard his private parts’

(1). This reason and development are referring to

Qur'anic teachings.

Teachers and examiners are advised to always

read the full response to ensure the candidate is

credited accurately, especially as candidate

responses can often give more than two reasons.

Teachers and examiners must credit the reasons

the candidate gains more marks on.
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The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gives two reasons.

Reason one ‘it wrecks family’ (1).

Reason two ‘cause disease’ (1).

All responses must be read carefully to ensure that

all creditable content is awarded accurately.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives one developed reason and

one developed reason with reference to a source

of wisdom.

Reason one ‘emotional problems' (1) this is

developed by the example of ‘stress' (1).

Reason two the source of wisdom (1) this is

developed by ‘participating in promiscuous acts' (1)

developed further by 'catching sexually

transmitted diseases' (1).
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The exact reference for the source of wisdom is

not needed.
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Question 2 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on part (d) questions. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the arguments (appraise the arguments

to gain the higher grades). Many candidates do excellent answers giving reasons for and against

but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the

arguments restricting candidate's progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family - bullet point 2.2 ‘the

acceptance of sexual relationships outside marriage and homosexuality and Muslim responses to

them'.

The question asked was “Attitudes to homosexuality are changing.” Evaluate this statement

considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

refer to non-religious points of view

reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate is awarded Level 1 and was awarded 3 marks.
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Part (d) questions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained Level 1 because the

candidate made superficial connections among a

limited range of elements in the question,

underpinned by isolated elements of

understanding of religion and belief.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

highest mark of the level because they fulfil all the

descriptors of this level but do not make it into the

next one.

Answers that did not refer to changing attitudes

scored low marks on this question.

THERE ARE NO SPAG MARKS FOR QUESTION 2D.

Candidates should not argue that the statement is

true or false but why the reasons given can be

disputed by the alternative opinion. Why do one

group of Muslims say one thing and the other

group say their argument is incorrect, or is weak?
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The candidate is awarded Level 2 and was awarded 6 marks.
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Part (d) questions are not point marked – the level

should be decided first using the level descriptors.

After a best fit is found a mark within the level is

awarded.

The candidate gained Level 2 because connections

are made among many, but not all, of the

elements in the question.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the

highest mark of the level because they fulfil the all

the descriptors of this level but do not make it into

the next one; judgements are supported by an

attempt to appraise evidence, much of which is

superficial.
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The candidate is awarded Level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.
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The candidate gained Level 3 because they have an

accurate understanding of religion and belief to

develop reasoning which addresses the issues

raised by the statement.

This is presented in an accurate and coherent way.

Logical chains of reasoning are identifiable on both

sides of the argument.

The candidate is starting to make judgements

supported by some appraisal of the evidence, this

can be seen at the end of the answer but the

conclusion lacks justification.

The candidate meets the demands of the level two

descriptor but does not fully met the level three

requirements and is therefore awarded at the

lower end of the mark range.

The appraisal of evidence required for the higher

marks can come at any point in the answer. Those

who provide the best answers give one side of the

argument and then use the opposing viewpoint to

clearly indicate the weaknesses of the first side.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Avoid attaching extra sheets to your examination paper. If possible continue writing on the blank

spaces within the scannable pages.

For Section One candidates need to clearly know the difference between the design and

cosmological arguments.

When answering the part (a) questions write three full sentences.

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in part (c) questions must be relevant to the

question and support the reason given. Exact verse numbers are not required but the

source/person must be correctly referenced.

The part (d) questions asks for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are

achieved if the evidence/reasons (knowledge and understanding) given is appraised for its value

as part of deciding the evaluation. This does not necessarily have to be in the conclusion.

On part (d) questions the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the

answer.

Candidates should read the questions carefully, answer the question asked fully.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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