@ Pearson

Edexcel

Examiners’ Report
June 2018

GCSE Religious Studies A TRAO 2C

ResultsPlus



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We provide a
wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and specific programmes
for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or
www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson'’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your students’
exam results.

* See students' scores for every exam question.
¢ Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.

* |dentify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop their
learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world's leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone progress
in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people,
wherever they are in the world. We've been involved in education for over 150 years, and by
working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our
commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out
more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2018
Publications Code 1RA0_2C_1806_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2018

2 GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2C


http://www.edexcel.com
http://www.btec.co.uk
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
http://www.pearson.com/uk

Introduction

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies A Paper 2: Area of Study 2 - Study of Second Religion Option 2C - Islam

The paper contributes to 25% of the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions and
candidates must answer both questions. The details of the assessment content are provided in the
specification. Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

In some questions, marks are awarded for correct spelling, punctuation and grammar - SPaG
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings - bullet point 1.4, ‘Risalah’.
The question asked was:

‘Outline three beliefs about the prophets other than Muhammad'.

The beliefs can be about all prophets in general, about specific named prophets and there can be
more than one belief about the same prophet.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.
GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

e God is creator (1 mark)

* God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

* God is creator, busy and distant (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

* Busy, distant and God is creator (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

¢ Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)
* Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

¢ Creator, judge, distant (0 marks).
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1 (a) Outline three beliefs about the prophets other than Muhammad.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate answers giving three names in a list.

1 mark

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Write in three full sentences to gain full marks.
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Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

Question 1: Beliefs

MoSes

1 (a) Outline three beliefs about the prophets other than Muhammad.
\
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three beliefs in three sentences.

3 marks

1 (a) Outline three beliefs about the prophets other than Muhammad.

(3)

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three beliefs in three sentences.

3 marks
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings - bullet point 1.2, ‘The five roots
of Usul-ad-Din in Shi'a Islam (...) the importance of these principles for different Shi'a communities'.

The question asked was:
‘Explain two reasons why the five roots of Usul-ad-Din, are important to Shi'a Muslims.'

The question is about the five roots of Usul-ad-Din which are beliefs. A description of the Ten
Obligatory Acts, which are practices, was not credited.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

(b) Explain two reasons why the five roots of ‘Usul ad-Din are important to Shi‘a
Muslims.

........... ack. .. .Yk b e b remrthd ol
deabl,. Mas .. 5. . bteowse. . f. . pecdeshiabion. o

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed reason.

Reason one: ‘what will happen after death’ (1) which is developed
by ‘sense of security’ (1)

2 marks
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(b) Explain two reasons why the five roots of ‘Usul ad-Din are important to Shi‘a
Muslims.

(4)

Hhot....diskioguish... tha.. diggerence. . oekween... Sanoh and Shilo....
muasims. . This. 5. because  Sunni haw o< belbecs ond

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one: ‘based their entire faith on’ (1) developed by ‘who to
worship’ (1)

Reason two: ‘difference between Sunni and Shi'a Muslims’ (1)
developed by ‘Shi'as have five' (1)

4 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should separate their reasons, as in this example,
because it makes clear that two reasons are given.
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings - bullet point 1.6 ‘Malaikah: the
nature and importance of angels for Muslims.’

The question asked was:

‘Explain two reasons why belief in angels is important for Muslims.’

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

¢ If the candidate states that it is in Qur'an 2:18 and then states another verse from Surah 2- then
this can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct

book/person.

* If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Qur'an 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can
have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Qur'an and it was hadith or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to
them, it is not awarded.

The candidates may paraphrase and use alternative wording and translations.

Exact chapter and verse are not required but if candidates are giving the source as ‘Quran’ or
‘Hadith’ they must not mistake the Quran for Hadith and vice versa.

5 marks
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(c) Explain two reasons why belief in angels is important for Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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! / ResultsPlus

~< Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons, with reference to a
source of wisdom.

Reason 1: ‘watching over Muslims’ (1) this is developed by ‘Allah is
watching so they submit to him’ (1)

Reason 2: the source of wisdom ‘kitab al-Iman where the six
beliefs are stated’ (1) developed by the quote from the source of
wisdom (1) developed further by ‘core belief of all Muslims’ (1)

The source of wisdom is given as the reason and developed
correctly, twice.

5 marks
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(c) Explain two reasons why belief in angels is important for Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. S s
(5)
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\ / ResultsPlus
(//\‘\ Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one reason and one developed reason.
Reason 1: ‘article of faith’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘Angels carry Allah’s word’ (1) this is reverse-developed
by the reference to a source of wisdom ‘In Surah 17’ (1)

The source of wisdom is given as the development. The reference
to the source of wisdom is accurate.

3 marks

p- g s"""
\ Examiner Tip

When marking practice questions, teachers are advised to check
for the accuracy of unfamiliar sources of wisdom.

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2C
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(c) Explain two reasons why belief in angels is important for Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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B
N / ResultsPlus
",/\\‘ Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1: ‘show Allah’s omnipotence and trancendence’ (1)
developed by ‘needing angels to give the message’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘we would not understand Allah’s message’ (1)
developed by ‘bringing us closer to Allah’ (1)

The reference to the Quran teaching about kindness does not
relate directly to the question on angels, so cannot be credited as
a source of wisdom.

4 marks

\ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

Sources of wisdom and authority must relate to the question
being asked.

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2C
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not
analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and
thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings - bullet point 1.5 ‘Muslim holy
books...significance and purpose of Muslim holy books.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to give a
non-religious response.

The question asked was:

"The Qur'an is the only holy book necessary to live a good Muslim life.'
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

* refer to Muslim teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

16  GCSE Religious Studies A TRAQ 2C



*(d) “The Quran is the only holy book necessary to live a good Muslim life.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

+ refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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ultsPlus

xaminer Comments

The candidate gains Level 3 because:

* the candidate has an accurate understanding of religion and
belief

* connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements
in the question

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the lowest mark of
the level. Judgements are supported by limited appraisal of
evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to a partially-
justified conclusion.

SPaG
The candidate is awarded 3 marks because they:

* spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy

* use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall
* use a wide range of specialist terms appropriately

Response = 7 marks

Level 3

SPaG =3 marks

Total = 10 marks

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Appraisal does not have to be in the conclusion

It can appear earlier in the response, as in this example

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2C
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*(d) "The Qur’an is the only holy book necessary to live a good Muslim life.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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(Total for Question 1 = 27 marks)

Lke gollouxag the gl pillass
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ultsPlus

xaminer Comments

The candidate gains Level 2 because:

* connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements
in the question

* the candidate provides evidence suggesting the highest mark of
the level

* judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence,
much of which is superficial

SPaG
The candidate is awarded 3 marks because they:

* spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy

* use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall
* use a wide range of specialist terms appropriately

Response = 6 marks

Level 2

SPaG = 3 marks

Total = 9 marks

\ Examiner Tip

Do not argue that the statement is true or false: say why the
reasons given 'for' can be disputed by the alternative opinion

Why does one group of Muslims say one thing and the other
group says their argument is incorrect, or is weak?

22  GCSE Religious Studies A TRAQ 2C



*(d) “The Qur‘an is the only holy book necessary to live a good Muslim life.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Muslim teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion)

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2C 23



N / ResultsPlus
‘f,/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate achieves Level 1 because there are isolated
elements of understanding, with superficial connections.

SPaG

The candidate is awarded 2 marks because they:

* spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy

* use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall
Response: 1 mark

Level 1

SPaG: 2 marks

Total: 3 marks

24  GCSE Religious Studies A TRAQ 2C



Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices - bullet point 2.1, ‘Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi'a
Islam'.

The question asked was ‘Outline three of the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi'a Islam'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.
GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

e God is creator (1 mark)

* God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

* God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

* Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

¢ Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)
* Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

¢ Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2C 25



2 (a) Outline three of the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi‘a Islam.

(3)

% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate answers outlining three Acts in sentences.

3 marks
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2 (a) Outline three of the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi‘a Islam.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate states two Acts and one Root in a list.

0 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

In a list, all three answers must be correct for 1 mark
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2 (a) Outline three of the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi‘a Islam.

ResuitsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines two Acts in sentence form.
Outline of Adl, which is one of the five Roots, is not credited.

2 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Be able to differentiate between the ten Acts and the five Roots
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices - bullet point 2.4, ‘significance and purpose of
fasting during Ramadan.'

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why fasting during Ramadan is important for
Muslims.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

(b) Explain two reasons why fasting during Ramadan is important for Muslims.

(4)

..... ARE de@MS@&h&#MSlcmscaagee(

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1: ‘feel the suffering of the poor' (1) reverse-developed by
‘obligated to help them' (1)

Reason 2: ‘cleanses muslims of their sins' (1) this is developed by
‘closer to Allah' (1)

4 marks
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In this response, there are further reasons that cannot be credited because they are not developed.

Candidates need to be taught the various ways answers can be developed, eg extra information
that adds to the answer, quotes, examples.

(b) Explain two reasons why fasting during Ramadan is impoftant for Muslims.
(4)

......... Fwﬂjo/mgfa 4 m;,szm/xﬁa(vffafmus.hm}
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one reason and one developed reason.
Reason 1: ‘the third pillar of Islam’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘keeps you away from all the sins’ (1) this is developed by
‘makes you closer to allah’ (1)

3 marks
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices - bullet point 2.5, ‘significance and purpose of
Zakah.'

The question asked was :

‘Explain two reasons why giving Zakah is important for Sunni Muslims.’

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and for the question asked.

The reasons should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’: this must support the

reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain

a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

¢ If the candidate states that it is in Qur'an 2:18 and then states another verse from Surah 2- then
this can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct

book/person.

* If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Qur'an 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can
have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Qur'an and it was hadith or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to
them, it is not awarded.

The candidates may paraphrase and use alternative wording and translations.

Exact chapter and verse are not required but if candidates are giving the source as ‘Qur'an’ or
Hadith they must not mistake the Qur'an for Hadith, and vice versa.
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(c) Explain two reasons why giving Zakah is important to Sunni Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons and a source of
wisdom.

Reason 1: ‘one of the five pillars' (1) this is developed by ‘reward a
Muslim in the afterlife' (1)

Reason 2: is the source of wisdom and authority (1) this is
developed by ‘to help their community’ (1) and further developed
by ‘follow the orders of Allah’ (1)

There is a number of references in the Quran to Zakah for the
poor and the needy.

5 marks
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(¢) Explain two reasons why giving Zakah is important to Sunni Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed reason.

Reason 1: ‘donating money to charity’ (1) this is developed by
‘people in need will be supported’ (1)

Ten Obligatory acts’ cannot be credited because the question is
about Sunni Muslims, who do not follow them.

2 marks
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(c) Explain two reasons why giving Zakah is important to Sunni Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

PR bo... He  poec. b . twos. . ek e He Qs o Ot
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1: ‘one of the five pillars' (1) developed by ‘written in the
Quran’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘giving of money to the poor’ (1) developed by ‘they are
an Ummah’ (1)

The reference to source of wisdom is inaccurate.

4 marks
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not
analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and
thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices - bullet point 2.2, ‘Shahadah as one of the Five
Pillars'.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to give a
non-religious response.

The question asked was:

“Shahada is the most important of the Five Pillars.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

* refer to Muslim teachings

* reach ajustified conclusion.
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(d) “Shahadah is the most important of the Five Pillars.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Muslim teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate achieves Level 3 because:

* the candidate has an accurate understanding of religion and
belief

¢ connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements
in the question

* the candidate provides evidence suggesting the lowest mark of
the level because judgements are supported by limited
appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading
to a partially-justified conclusion.

There are no SPaG marks on Question 2.

7 marks

Level 3

N
)
=

\

\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Do not argue that the statement is true or false: say why the
reasons given 'for' can be disputed by the alternative opinion

Why does one group of Muslims say one thing and the other
group says their argment is incorrect, or is weak?
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(d) “Shahadah is the most important of the Five Pillars”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and nst.

In your response you should: Soal
+ " refer to Muslim teachings Dedain o iy
= reach a justified conclusion. Serarin —lath A

S0 M oAt
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gains Level 3 because:

* the candidate has an accurate understanding of religion and
belief

* connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements
in the question

* the candidate provides evidence suggesting the lowest mark of
the level because judgements are supported by limited
appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading
to a partially-justified conclusion.

7 marks

Level 3
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Avoid attaching extra sheets to your examination paper. If possible continue writing on the blank
spaces within the scannable pages

¢ For Section One and SectionTwo candidates need to know the clear difference between the five
roots of Usul-ad-Din and the Ten Obligatory Acts

* When answering the (a) items write three full sentences

* The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question
and support the reason given. Exact verse numbers are not required but the source/person must
be referenced correctly

* The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are achieved if
the evidence/reasons (knowledge and understanding) given is appraised for its value as part of
deciding the evaluation. This does not necessarily have to form part the conclusion

* On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer

* Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked fully
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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