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Introduction
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies A Paper 1: Area of Study 2 – Study of Religion Option 2B – Christianity.

The paper contributes to 25% of the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions and

candidates must answer both questions. The details of the assessment content are provided in the

specification. Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

The content is divided into two sections

Beliefs and Teachings

Practices
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Question 1 (a) 

Question Introduction

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.4, 'The last days of

Jesus' life (...) crucifixion'

The question asked was ‘Outline three events of the crucifixion of Jesus.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

The candidate appears to have used all available space. If this happens, there is blank space below

question (b) on this page. Candidates should continue the answer here and indicate it on the final

line in the part (a) space.

Candidates should not attach extra sheets.
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The candidate writes three sentences, outlining

three events.

3 marks
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Bullet points are acceptable if followed by a

sentence form answer.

The candidate writes three sentences outlining

three events.

3 marks
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The candidate writes three sentences but only one

is about the crucifixion.

1 mark

Read the question carefully
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.2, 'The importance

of creation for Christians today.'

The question asked was ‘Explain two ways the creation account in the Bible is important for

Christians today.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and for the question asked.

This question differentiated between candidates who had knowledge of the interpretations and

understandings of the biblical creation account in modern world, and those who knew the story.

Marks were awarded for candidates who chose an alternative understanding that could come from

the creation account.
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The candidate gives two developed ways.

First way: ‘The creation involves the Trinity' (1) the

development given is about the nature of the

Trinity, not the way creation is important to

Christians.

The next reason is about showing God's power and

is not developed.

Second way: 'shows that God created humans in

God's image' (1), which is a development of the

way 'he loves and cares for them' (1)

There is a fourth reason given regarding care for

the environment and this is not developed.

3 marks

Candidates should separate their reasons so that

each is clear
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This candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one: 'the Trinity was present during this' (1)

developed by 'This shows they work together.' (1)

Reason two: 'it helps them understand that God

has ultimate power' (1) developed by '..............

restoring their belief in the resurrection.' (1)

4 marks

Alternative answers may still be credited
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The candidate gives one simple reason: 'it teaches

them how everything was created' (1)

It does not matter how simple the reason is: it can

still be credited.

1 mark

Always answer the question, even if it is a guess:

sometimes an educated guess can gain a mark!
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point, 1.1: 'The nature and

significance of the Trinity.'

The question asked was ‘Explain two beliefs about the Trinity.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and for the question asked.

The reasons should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’: this must support the

reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain

a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word-for-word.

If the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John – then this

can be credited. Candidates are not held to ‘verses’ but they must refer to the correct book.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can

have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them,

it is not credited.

If a candidate needs more space they should write answers within the scanned areas in the space

below.

There should be no need for extra paper: the question paper allows enough space for the

necessary responses.
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The candidate gives two developed reasons, with

reference to a source of wisdom

Belief one: ‘three equal persons' (1) this is

developed by 'the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit'

(1)

Belief two: ‘has always existed.’ (1) this is

developed by ’word was with God' (reference to a

source of wisdom) (1) 'been there since creation'

(1)

5 marks
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise

the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme. 

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to

levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not

analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and

thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.6, Christian

eschatology – 'divergent understandings as to why they are important for Christians today'

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. The inconsistence triad does not support this question effectively because

it demonstrates a reason for the non-existence of God, which would not be a Christian viewpoint or

teaching. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was:

'Belief in heaven and hell makes sense of life'

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Christian teachings

refer to different Christian points of view

reach a justified conclusion
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The candidate reaches Level 2 because they:

provide reasons for and against the statement,

making brief (superficial) arguments on both

sides

demonstrate a limited understanding of the

beliefs surrounding this statement

do not attempt to appraise the arguments given

do not offer any new information or evaluation

in the conclusion

The candidate is awarded marks at the top of the

mark range because some but not all of the

demands of the level descriptor are met.

SPaG is awarded 3 marks, in this example, because

they:

spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy

use rules of grammar with effective control of

meaning overall

use a wide range of specialist terms

appropriately

Response: 6 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 9 marks

Answer the question asked

Evaluate this statement considering the
arguments for and against

To reach the higher level, appraise or consider the

value of the arguments
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.2, 'The role of sacraments in

Christian life and their practice in two denominations' (...) Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant

traditions'.

The question asked was 'Outline three sacraments in the Catholic Church.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)
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The candidate is awarded 1 mark for a correct list.

1 mark

Write in full sentences to receive higher marks: do

not list
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.8: 'The work of Christian Aid,

what is does.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and for the question asked.

The question asked was 'Explain two actions Christian Aid performs in the world.'

Candidates needed to distinguish between what Christian Aid does, and why.

Action one: 'helps countries who have suffered

natural disasters' (1) developed by 'for example,

the earthquake in Nepal' (1)

Action two: 'raise awareness of people in poverty

around the world' (1)

3 marks
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First action: 'provides water and food' – this is not

developed by discussion of the objective of the

help (1)

Second action: 'to provide shelter'. This is not

developed (1)

2 marks

Make sure you answer all parts of the question
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.7, 'The role and importance of

the church in the local community.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and for the question asked.

The reasons should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’: this must support the

reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain

a second mark for the source.

The question asked was 'Explain two reasons why a local community needs a church'

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

This question could be answered in a variety of ways. The candidates answered this question well

but not many were able to refer to a source of wisdom.

22     GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2B



Reason one: 'provide facilities for the local

community' (1) developed by 'such as soup

kitchens'. (1)

This is later developed by the source of wisdom

'love your neighbour' (1)

Reason two: 'brings the community together' (1)

developed by 'spread the word of God' (1)

5 marks
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Reason one: 'gives support to the community' (1)

developed by 'provide food and aid' (1)

Reason two: 'provides a way for Christians to

perform .... baptism' (1) developed by 'this creates

a christian community' (1) and supported by a

reference to 'fish for people' (1)

5 marks
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Question 2 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the

overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise

the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme. Many candidates provided excellent

answers giving reasons for and against, but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing

frames restricted the flow of the arguments and thereby students' progression to the higher levels.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to

levels descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices: Bullet point, 2.3 'divergent Christian attitudes

towards the importance of each type of prayer for Christians today.'

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a

non-religious response.

'Prayer is the most important thing a Christian can do'

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Christian teachings

reach a justified conclusion

The answer begins by sounding extremely positive, however, ultimately it does not make sense.
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The candidate reaches Level 1 because:

the knowledge and understanding are isolated

(superficial)

there is a simple 'for and against' argument

given

the judgements made are unsupported and

generic, with no reasons or weak reasons, that

are not supported or justified

the full answer is summarised in the candidate's

conclusion

the conclusion is a repetition of an earlier point

made

The candidate is awarded marks at the top of the

mark range because most of the demands of the

level descriptor are met.

3 marks

Always read through your answers

28     GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2B



GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2B     29



30     GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 2B



The candidate reaches Level 2 because they:

give very good arguments for and against the

statement, with one correct reference to St Paul

do not go on to consider the arguments given

provide reasons for and against the statement

making brief (superficial) arguments on both

sides

demonstrate a limited understanding of the

beliefs surrounding this statement

The conclusion offers an attempt at making a

judgment, but this is not fully justified and builds

on a limited range of elements in the answer

The candidate is awarded marks at the top of the

mark range because most of the demands of the

level descriptor are met.

6 marks

Candidates should review each argument given

and consider their value in order to reach a

justified conclusion – to evaluate the statement
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The candidate reaches Level 2 because the:

first part of the response does not answer the

question. The reference is incorrectly attributed

candidate does not attempt to appraise the

arguments given

candidate then provides reasons for and against

the statement making brief (superficial)

arguments on both sides

the candidate demonstrates a limited

understanding of beliefs surrounding this

statement

conclusion offers an attempt at making a

judgment, but this is not fully justified and builds

on a limited range of elements in the answer

Most of the demands of the level descriptor are

met.

6 marks
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice :

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper: write within the scannable pages using the

blank spaces

When answering the (a) items use three full sentences

The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question

and support the reason given

The (d) items asks for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are achieved

if the evidence/reasons given is 'considered' or appraised for its value as an argument as part of

deciding the evaluation

On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer

Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked fully
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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