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Introduction

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies A Paper 2: Area of Study 3 - Catholic Christianity

The paper contributes to 25% of the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions,
candidates must answer both sets of questions. The details of the assessment content are provided

in the specification. Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources when planning
the course content.

In some questions marks are awarded for correct spelling, punctuation and grammar - SPaG.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.1.

The Trinity: God as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The question asked was :

'Outline three Catholic beliefs about the Holy Spirit.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.
GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

e God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

Most candidates responded well to the question and were able to outline 3 Catholic beliefs.

1 (a) Outline three Catholic beliefs about the Holy Spirit.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.
Three Catholic beliefs are outlined:

* makes Jesus present (1)

* came down after ascension (1)

* gives strength

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Centres should teach from the specification and
candidates should write in three full sentences to
gain full marks.

1 (a) Outline three Catholic beliefs about the Holy Spirit.

ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate writes two sentences outlining three
beliefs.

* Third person of the Trinity (1)

» descended like a dove (1)
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.7, Catholic beliefs
about salvation and grace including John 3:10-21 and Acts 4:8-12; the implications and significance
of these events for Catholic practice today.

The question asked was:
‘Explain two reasons why salvation is important to Catholics.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

Many candidates argued that the salvation was important to enter into heaven. A significant
number detailed the death of Jesus allowing us salvation but did not link it to the importance.

(b) Explain two reasons why salvation is important to Catholics.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed ways

* It allows Christians to have a full relationship with
God (1) developed by before they could only have
partial (1)

* It shows God's love (1) developed by he came in
human form (1)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Candidates should separate their ways, as in this
example, because it makes it clear that two ways

are given.
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.5, The Incarnation:
Jesus as incarnate Son

The question asked was:

'Explain two reasons why Catholics believe that Jesus was fully human.'

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

The reasons should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’: this must support the
reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain
a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word-for-word.

* [f the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John - then this can be
credited. Candidates are not held to ‘verses’ but they must refer to the correct book.

* [f the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can have
the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them, it is
not credited.
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(c) Explain two reasons why Catholics believe that Jesus was fully human.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gives two reasons but no
development or source of wisdom or authority.

* Word becomes flesh (1)

* helps to relate to God (1)
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(c) Explain two reasons why Catholics believe that Jesus was fully human.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Some candidates attempted to force a source of wisdom that they had learned into every answer.
This often meant that they did not answer the question at all. The reference needs to be part of the
answer.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 4 marks.
The candidate gives two reasons with development

* he suffered (1) developed by he could feel
physical pain (1)

* he was flesh and blood (1) developed by he could
feel physical things (1)

10 GCSE Religious Studies A TRAQ 2A



Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not
analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and
thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.1, The Trinity: the
nature and significance of the Trinity.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to give a
non-religious response. The inconsistence triad does not support this question effectively because
it demonstrates a reason for the non-existence of God, which would not be a Christian viewpoint or
teaching. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was:

'‘Belief in the Trinity is essential to Catholic life.'

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

¢ refer to Catholic teachings

* reach a justified conclusion

Many candidates answered this question with good knowledge but limited appraisal of evidence;

they gave reasons to support the existence of the Trinity and events that demonstrated the Trinity.
However, they did not link this to the question or appraise the evidence given.

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RAO 2A
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*(d) “Belief in the Trinity is essential to Catholic life”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Catholic teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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< Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 4 marks for response
and 3 marks for SPaG = total 7 marks.

The candidate reaches Level 2 because:

* The candidate then provides reasons for and
against the statement making brief (superficial)
arguments on both sides.

* The candidate demonstrates a limited, rather
than isolated as in Level 1, understanding of the
beliefs surrounding this statement.

* The candidate does not attempt to appraise the
arguments given or evaluate the argument.

+ The conclusion offers an attempt at making a
judgment, but this is not fully justified and builds
on a limited range of elements in the answer.

The candidate meets the demands of the Level 1
descriptor but does not fully meet the Level 2
requirements and is therefore awarded a mark at
the lower end of the mark range.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example,
because;

* The candidate spells and punctuates with
considerable accuracy.

* The candidate uses rules of grammar with
general control of meaning overall.

* The candidate uses a good range of specialist
terms appropriately.
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*(d) “Belief in the Trinity is essential to Catholic life”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
- refer to Catholic teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.
(15)

ag. peligh 10 dne Ainihy 18 essential . Cotdmolis. N, 0any. Catishans..

Nicears...Lo0ed... L5.... 8. da clesabren.. BF. frito... whith.. Shows. Paest it
desHpter Boe  cabanlics.. Palho.. T . .dvinthy 1. esfental. 1. cotaolict becoude
Jrohelpfo Dam. R e meher Sigional e P ClacesHans. bedive. ook,

On. e Ofar hand_some. Chiithane. . dieagree. Daay. aelece Maed Dk

Niniy. 15 et e3cenbal fecamsn. . ik a5 B o belg. okout god...

Jntyg.. Wauld.... ALgue... Dae

LhiiSKans. 1w0uld. sar. hand . Ainiy..deeant ceally. play. o palk...

LA Dade livea. e cotike. Bt Sen. e, 15 Derd eSSt 00 S hee

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RAO 2A

15



you

At dveant “spirtually... low. aids ged , LalieNant. wod. sopdast.
.,.a.s.....ib.M...m.‘...‘gm......}.\.eau:em“.*.m....m....ﬁr.‘.;.s.i.l:g,....it....dngc...m.t,.,.,.,g;.mk ...... S U Y —

16  GCSE Religious Studies A TRAQ 2A



This candidate was awarded 6 marks for response
and 3 marks for SPaG = Total 9 marks

The candidate reaches Level 2 because:

* The candidate then provides reasons for and
against the statement making brief (superficial)
arguments on both sides.

* The candidate demonstrates a limited
understanding of the beliefs surrounding this
statement.

* The candidate does not attempt to appraise the
arguments given or evaluate the argument.

The conclusion offers an attempt at making a
judgment, but this is not fully justified and builds
on a limited range of elements in the answer.

The candidate is awarded marks at the top of the
mark range because most of the demands of the
level descriptor are met.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example,
because:

* The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

* The candidate uses rules of grammar with
effective control of meaning overall.

* The candidate uses a wide range of specialist
terms as appropriate.

Do not argue that the statement is true or false:
say why the reasons given 'for' can be disputed by
the alternative opinion.

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RAO 2A
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.7, Catholic Social Teaching; the
work of CAFOD, what it does and why.

The question asked was:
'Outline three ways CAFOD helps the poor.'
CAFOD: Catholic Agency for Overseas Development

Many candidates answered this well, giving clear ways.

2 (a) Outline three ways CAFOD helps the poor.
(3)

eakucc.;hdn ...... fC.Q .............. (ﬁc:un. ............ c,\(uLckr:g:__n ........... omgg _____________ .‘LEQE.Lu)S ......................
Abena Vet s inclueled in K Whe . GQSfle[S

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate writes two sentences outlining the
ways CAFOD helps the poor.

* visiting the sick (1)

* giving education to young children (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

An outline must be more than one word or item of
knowledge.
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2 (a) Outline three ways CAFOD helps the poor.
(3)
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate writes three sentences outlining
three correct ways.

« distributes food and water

* helps in times such as floods

* provides basic necessities
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.6, Pilgrimage: the nature,
history and purpose of Catholic pilgrimage.

The question asked was:

'Explain two reasons why pilgrimage is important for Catholics.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and for the question asked.

Many candidates answered this question with good knowledge. They gave reasons why people
visited places, e.g. to be healed etc.

(b) Explain two reasons why pilgrimage is important for Catholics.
(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 2 marks.
The candidate give two simple ways:
+ a way of thanking God (1)

* brings them closer to God (1)

Candidates should be taught to develop reasons.
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(b) Explain two reasons why pilgrimage is important for Catholics.
(4)

?iLg!d.maﬁﬁ s npovtant. fav (othoUcs as it LS

SO AR wlre A ca:thm COn._experien. QA ..
._.smnhm TUGIOS.... @\J\Wﬂ fo feok ctose,rmCJoeL,

..... and. may.. {:e,L like. pmHu/\ng AN 2

...p\kgnm%e_ i zmpomw faY ca_mm as.. /f s.a..
hwwho.m@mmmmkfoﬁao&had%n
Sins_and..can.. Change.. Alaamse

% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gives one simple way and another
developed way.

* a time they can feel closer to God (1)

* time they can repent (1) developed by they can
change as a person (1)
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.2, Liturgical worship within
Catholic Christianity: the nature and significance of the Mass for Catholics

The question asked was:
'Explain two reasons why the Mass is important to Catholics.'
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Many candidates answered this question well, giving reasons why Mass in important. They were
able to use the words of the Last Supper as relevant wisdom and authority.

(c) Explain two reasons why the Mass is important to Catholics.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the specification in order to
achieve higher marks.

Materials used in school cover the entire specification.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 1 mark.
The candidate gives one reason:

* the bread and wine actually become the body (1)
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(c) Explain two reasons why the Mass is important to Catholics.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons, with
reference to a source of wisdom.

* Mass is a central belief (1) developed with
wisdom and authority 'source and summit...' (1)
making present the last supper (1)

* Bread and wine become the body and blood (1)
developed with the quote who do not drink... (1)
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Question 2 (d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.5, The role and importance of
forms of popular piety: divergent Christian attitudes to these forms of piety.

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not
analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and
thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to give a
non-religious response.

“Popular piety is an important part of worship.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

¢ refer to Catholic teachings

¢ refer to different Christian points of view

* reach a justified conclusion

Some candidates were not prepared for this question and had very little knowledge of what
popular piety was and confused answers with liturgical and non-liturgical worship.
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(d) “Popular piety is an important part of worship.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In jbur response you should:

+/ refer to Catholic teachings
« refer to different Christian points of view
+ reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the
lowest mark of the levels because they give a
simple reason.

They reach Level 1 because they:

* make superficial connections e.g. reason and
development linked to statement, either for or
against the statement or both

* present a limited range of elements in the
question e.g. they have only met one or two of the
requirements of the question

+ demonstrate isolated elements of understanding
* make judgements that are generic with no
reasons or weak reasons not supported or justified

with any evidence

* give a conclusion that is not fully justified or not
attempted.
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(d) “Popular piety is an important part of worship.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

« refer to Catholic teachings

+ refer to different Christian points of view

« reach a justified conclusion.
- QL (12)
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<N / ResultsPlus
?/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 6 marks.
The candidate reaches Level 2 because:

* The candidate provides reasons for and against
the statement making brief (superficial) arguments
on both sides.

* The candidate demonstrates a limited, rather
than isolated as in Level 1, understanding of the
beliefs surrounding this statement.

* The candidate does not attempt to appraise the
arguments given or evaluate the argument.

* The conclusion offers an attempt at making a
judgment, but this is not fully justified and builds
on a limited range of elements in the answer.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper: write within the booklet pages using the
blank spaces

* When answering the (a) items use three full sentences

* The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question
and support the reason given

* The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are achieved if
the evidence/reason given is 'considered’ or appraised for its value as an argument as part of
deciding the evaluation

* On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be credited in the answer

* Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked fully.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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