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Introduction
Religious Studies A Paper 1: Area of Study 1 - Study of Religion Option 1C - Islam

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The assessment consists of four questions:
candidates must answer all four questions. The details of the assessment content are provided in
the specification. Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources when planning the

course content.

In some questions, marks are given for correct spelling and grammar, indicated by SPaG.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings - bullet point 1.3 ‘the
characteristics of Allah as shown in the Qur'an'.

The question asked was ‘Outline three ways Allah is described in the Qur'an'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can only reach a maximum of one
mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

¢ God is creator (1 mark)

* God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

* God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

* Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

¢ Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)
* Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

¢ Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

1 (a) Outline three ways Allah is described in the Qur'an.

ﬁ(“ 0-/&\ M omni Po teat—

(3)

ﬂ/z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate outlines three ways in three
sentences.

3 marks
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should write in three full sentences to
gain full marks

1 (a) Outline three ways Allah is described in the Qur'an.
(3)

....... Makuda&cnhedo\?)wer@d
...... Mok is.. doscribed a5 tnorcfed
MdLJSOﬂ?SGf%QdQ?QLLMM@

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three ways in three
sentences.

3 marks

1 (a) Outline three ways Allah is described in the Qur'an.

ot A e
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate answers giving three ways, in a list

1 mark

4 ResuitsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should write in three full sentences to
gain full marks.

1 (a) Outline three ways Allah is described in the Qur’an.

R fﬁnwewp ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

B G T T O P T e N

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate outlines one way and then goes on
to list another two ways, which cannot be awarded
further marks.

1 mark
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings - bullet point 1.7 ‘al-Qadr: the
nature and importance of Predestination for Muslims'.

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why the belief in al-Qadr is important for Muslims'.
Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The question was about the key belief al-Qadr. Descriptions of the night of power, Laylat-ul gadr,
were not credited.

(b) Explain two reasons why the belief in al-Qadr is important for Muslims.
(4)

" noal- Qodar. 1S, mmfpoﬁwct ........... v Muslimg . as it
.............................. reodise... ek Alah \S . condbol ol .
........... MSJ&\QMW‘HMS{MW

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1:‘Allah is in control’ (1) is developed by
‘have trust’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘Allah has already written’ (1) is
developed by ‘wants the best for them’ (1)

4 marks
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ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Candidates should separate their reasons, as in
this example: it makes clear that two reasons are
given

(b) Explain two reasons why the belief in al-Qadr is important for Muslims.

(4)

<. Phgz mushims. wild ershand.. Ahe. Pontds. aﬂdwm% ............................
from @O, .

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two reasons, both of which are
not developed.

Reason 1: ‘planned for everyone is best’ (1)
Reason 2: ‘Muslims understand the power’ (1)

2 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Reasons must be developed with extra
information, quotes, or examples relating to the
reason, for additional marks
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(b) Explain twe reasons why the belief in al-Qadr is important for Muslims.

(4)

o, Qodr. 1S o\Sa
e SR mRMeRs or asiam i mOAKL S . o pRISEN.. Rt e M B

........ Compets  ONES . onaB N

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1:‘all good and bad is from Allah' (1) is
developed by ‘leave everything to him' (1)

Reason 2: ‘the six beliefs of Islam' (1) is developed
by ‘completes one's iman' (1)

4 marks
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings - bullet point 1.5 ‘Muslim holy
books (...) significance and purpose of Muslim holy books.’

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why Islamic holy books are important for Muslims.’
Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice.Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

The question is about revealed holy books. A description of hadith books was not credited. The
specification 1.5 lists the names of revealed holy books as Quran, Tawrat (Torah), Zabur (Psalms),
Injil (Gospel), and Sahifah (Scrolls).

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

* [f the candidate states that it is in Qur'an 2:18 and then states another verse from Surah 2- then this
can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book.

* [f the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Qur'an 2:18) in brackets the paraphrase can have
the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Qur'an and it was hadith or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them, it
is not awarded.
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(c) Explain two reasons why Islamic holy books are important for Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

OF Lo, (5)
Ay boke are imprtont. for Muslns becaie He Guian,.
,,,,,,,,,,,, @a&qf%awuaymﬁm:qzw»‘/wmmmé/
o //«gmw%mdfirm/M£/@yrmﬁ/mew,
/ma&@;éﬁafa’gﬂ@ﬂ?’,aﬁam ..... ALlnid betntd
________ .K}M/{xfﬁ/ﬂléggﬁw%wlm&é@ﬁfafﬁmﬂm
.......... Lecawss. oy ekplan.. 4. mae. debad] Gf ko pecple. Lhant!

Wfﬁdéﬂ/m@’miyﬂ/uf’m/ﬂ/f% aad. e
ﬂe@&ﬁz/#ﬁ#ﬁ’éﬁ;&m,@ (har achons G pcagec...

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one reason.

Reason 1:‘is a guideline.’ (1)

Reason 2: (0)

The candidate’s response does not relate to the
qguestion. Hadith books are not credited because
the question relates to specification bullet 1.5, on
the revealed holy books.

1 mark
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(¢) Explain two reasons why Islamic holy books are important for Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)

uw.....,z,uwa

D T gel ot M. ol sagrtonce 5.
J@MM@mM il fz .......

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives one developed reason, and
one reason developed with reference to a source
of wisdom.

Reason 1: ‘hold some truth’ (1) this is developed by
‘from the same source’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘Allah mentions in the Quran other holy
books’ (1) this is developed by the reference to a
source of wisdom ‘and to Dawood we gave' (1)

The source of wisdom is given as the development.

4 marks
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

There must be further development of the source
of wisdom for additional marks

(c) Explain two reasons why Islamic holy books are important for Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

..... Tslamic . f//ﬁ@ ‘:mfu e ()

(mpartect  fr roih mr
CONI e 0SB .fqurc"e . @rﬁ awqf.,.c} ______________________

.......... YA of 2 - "L
bk Blso Y e gu'\mm Dt
el ..
jn {1\1 @U( en.. S’U’rah

Pl ladihh. .. /; L ngmr:e' ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, _,

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons, with
reference to a source of wisdom

Reason 1: ‘source of guidance' (1) this is developed
by ‘will be lost' (1)

Reason 2: ‘Islam would not exist' (1) developed by
‘won't be a route to paradise' (1) this is developed
further by the reference to a source of wisdom (1)

5 marks

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 1C
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

14  GCSE Religious Studies A TRAQ0 1C



*(d) “Beliefs are more important than actions.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
«  refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

GCSE Religious Studies A1RA0 1C 15



ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate reaches Level 2 because:

* the candidate uses an accurate understanding of
religion and belief to develop reasoning that
addresses the issues raised by the statement

* this is presented in an accurate and coherent
manner

* the candidate is starting to make judgements, but
these are not supported by any appraisal of the
evidence and so the conclusion lacks justification

* the candidate meets the demands of the Level 2
descriptor but does not meet the Level 3
requirements and is therefore awarded a mark at
the top of the Level 2 mark range

SPaG was awarded 3 marks in this example
because the candidate:

* spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy

* uses rules of grammar with general control of
meaning overall

* uses a good range of specialist terms
appropriately

Response: 6 marks
SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 9 marks

16  GCSE Religious Studies A TRAQ0 1C
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¢  ResultsPlus
\\_} Examiner Tip

Do not argue that the statement is true or false:
say why the reasons given 'for' can be disputed by
the alternative opinion

Why does one group of Muslims say one thing and
the other group says their argument is incorrect,
or is weak?

GCSE Religious Studies A1RA0 1C 17



Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices - bullet point 2.1 'Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi'a
Islam.

The question asked was ‘Outline three of the Obligatory Acts of Shi'a Islam'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can only reach a maximum of one
mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.
An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

¢ God is creator (1 mark)

* God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

2 (a) Outline three of the Obligatory Acts of Shi‘a Islam.
(3)

One g tha cblisdory acke s B alah whaee foad... Py Chindd ooy
wOhor. . dloliguony aek i K ety give ana il
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate writes three sentences outlining
three Acts.

3 marks

ResultsP!

Examiner Tip

us

Write three separate sentences to outline three
ways/reasons/Acts

2 (a) Outline three of the Obligatory Acts of Shi‘a Islam.
(3)

B 4 T o G Y\ o O = o L

e MDD, L S PO O LA FONN. PLUALEMIOAL. . OF . D0RIL. R, &S,

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate at first lists three Acts, which would
have achieved 1 mark.

However, the candidate then goes on to outline
the Acts in three sentences and so achieves 3
marks.

3 marks
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2 (a) Outline three of the Obligatory Acts of Shi‘a Islam.
(3)

N O S

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The answers are given in a list so the candidate
achieves a maximum of 1 mark.

1 mark
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices - bullet point 2.5 'why Zakah is important'.
The question asked was 'Explain two reasons why Zakah is important for Muslims'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

(b) Explain two reasons why Zakah is important for Muslims.

(4)
Zakoln A8 one of Heo Obligabery ek talslam,
\ODH'\&»-'\N _____ wm.ol,__d.L\.m..-J ....... Sk !f $ Commpyleny l—-o ............................
Pn:snx' ..... ...... A Lt.a ....... ‘H(\e l}gltew .......... we.. . aAne .ol ¢1unl _________
and. . mmnl‘[-ﬂlrw\?{?“",fraar&ngll"f\unw\f\a .......................

m_n,ﬁl,;\—l ..... I '\"Lo.mmlnna.-.a[ar\g[ ______ oLr.nknuLv\lS'l"‘Hf\ew
v} }, ________ l LJJ\wJ ...... ‘H-GW

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1: ‘one of the obligatory acts' (1) this is
developed by ‘compulsory to pay it' (1)

Reason 2: ‘we are all equal’ (1) this is developed by
‘those who eat and drink..." (1)

4 marks
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Develop reasons - gain additional marks

(b) Explain two reasons why Zakah is important for Muslims.

(4)
Zokok. 8. \RMY,.. I0NPOEIE. 0. USIINA. .. for... Ounay.... CLURINA.
Ouk. Sl main.. 0N\ e CONE sk N O Of . Ehare..
................. five...pillors..op....aslown..ond AE b 0. COMPUISOLY.. foc... MU NS
I - < B paﬁ‘zw ......... (D...oM00. ... T.lm.Por.h&.m ........... o2 Tl WUVT- U o TUV 1 U4 a0 B
e O g(uin_g............lmck ......... to . thare. ummods. L8 Skhows.  Fiaaiy  CUR
............... 8ﬁﬁkfmfbfm%uutwﬁmth%ﬂgmmrrom

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1 ‘it is one of there five pillars’ (1)
developed by ‘it is compulsory’ (1)

Reason 2 ‘giving back to there ummah’ (1)
developed by ‘greatful for what they have’ (1)

4 marks
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices - bullet point 2.4 'significance and purpose of
fasting'.

The question asked was 'Explain two reasons why fasting is important to Muslims.'
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

The reasons should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom'. This must support the
reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain
a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

* [fthe candidate states that it is in Qur'an 2:18 and then states another verse from Surah 2- then this
can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book.

* [f the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Qur'an 2:18) in brackets the paraphrase can have
the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Qur'an and it was hadith or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them, it
is not awarded.

(c) Explaintwo reasons why fasting is important to Muslims.

in your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

..... &x&mw%ar&beim{sc&ism%ﬁxech:pu\‘msmx::\mh

GCSE Religious Studies A TRA0 1C
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

This candidate gives one developed reason and
one reason developed with reference to a source
of wisdom.

Reason 1: ‘the prophet fasted’ (1) this is developed
by ‘it was an example for Muslims' (1)

Reason 2: ‘Allah ordered Muslims to fast’ (1) this is
developed by the reference to a source of wisdom
‘we have prescribed for you' (1)

The source of wisdom is given as the development.

The source of wisdom is accurate - chapter and
verse numbers are not needed.

4 marks

/4."‘\
y

ResultsPlus
\

~_ Examiner Tip

Develop sources of wisdom for full marks
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(¢) Explain two reasons why fasting is important to Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

Focting im . LOrPSOcant xo BManss o

Leecoyse KV <l N SN 25 o S = Y % =S W =X I = o'~ Wa U = ) & U= G S

Fr:aq.na%wmmaq: ....... BRAVaR -t = UA N e« W o S SN 0N Ky

becose W o oo MDA~ A £ MNP LS e
Wi v 5SS o tonare and Le— LoO S oy
O0F wwlcun Hae €Ye@ret Mo o ald used
"k!? wmm% o "“\3"5&&_\6. t-\f\:i:a _‘5
FAognd Ficone lae ausS3e  he oreolkeye (e
hoadey ol woostimas Used o oo o
vc:mmaﬁu.b Lrog Ve sils\ r P e ox
o & oYX TpetE v/ @MW? ﬁptﬁn% ME“%

. .,C(;es;.CPo\ A& O WOV b e
Ay Ze_ (DA 5 _ 2
hel@ wwcbinuv\gm \ae.% covse €NrPOn st ng wWian

O Mmm forco—\M Wit oo, !
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26

%Z Results@lus

The candidate gives one developed reason with
reference to a source of wisdom, and another
developed reason.

Reason 1:‘order from Allah' (1) this is developed by
the reference to a source of wisdom (1), further
developed by 'classed as a sin' (1)

The reference to a source of wisdom is accurate
Reason 2: ‘prophet Muhammad used to do' (1) this

is developed by ‘greatest role model for Muslims
used to do it' (1)

5 marks

(c) Explain two reasons why fasting is important to Muslims,

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Foohing is imeortant Yo Mysiiis_baoue it

15 one of ’rh.z. ﬁ..ue Qmurs OF Isiu. Being

Another Teazon y fasking 15 mporwnr
_becayse It is. ﬁeen ........ a6 o form 0f H1had. A

..... FOSH Wil oL geredn €ustS , he s Sy Hrg
) ger Cloger 10 Alluh. Ahah 5ays in Hhe Guran.
Mhe breat of a Fusting person i Mofe SWeet

Faah MK,

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.
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,@««"g/\(*ﬁ -
N / ResultsPlus

‘v| < Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1 ‘one of the five pillars’ (1) this is
developed by ‘imaan would collapse’ (1)

Reason 2 ‘a form of jihad’ (1) this is developed by
‘struggling to get closer to Allah’ (1)

The reference to source of wisdom is inaccurate.
This is a hadith, not Quran.

N\
y \
y
//
B

. ResultsPlus
~\

) Examiner Tip

\
\

Sources of wisdom need to be accredited to the
correct source eg Qur'an or hadith, however exact
chapter and verse are not required.
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Question 2 (d)

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not
analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and
thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices - bullet point 2.3 'significance and purpose of
Salah'.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a
non-religious response.

The question asked was:

“Salah is the most important of the Five Pillars.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

¢ refer to Muslim teachings

* reach a justified conclusion

28 GCSE Religious Studies A TRAQ0 1C



(d) “Salah is the most important of the Five Pillars.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:
+ refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)

ok oS Ale il .o 68k, and AN 00420 k6 (e0.ch. heauhon . Lo MRS
wWosnie. God AN ¥ne  Guitnak. Stakes. ) navenck oaked. man. o,
RN R k10 WNESIALQ. N2 TMOAGN. SO\ AN ¢ Yol L. (ONKNUal,.....

Clnel. MUSLNE. IO, A15.0g(€e. Wl ne S3akemeat. as... khay. boay....
oAt Lue SNANA0... M. P e ot Lonps rand TS 15,00 LA, Shanada.
\$ e fouhnd okion ok aslaos.. 004 L6 LS. 0ok, ek uel. 4 MUSem. ...
SNONAAGAS. e Fusk. L0 ar o Lt noes. Dekole. Al OYNaK. peaplil .dad..
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gains Level 3 because:

* the candidate uses an accurate understanding of
religion and belief to develop reasoning, which
addresses the issues raised by the statement

* this is presented in an accurate and coherent
way. Logical chains of reasoning are identifiable on
both sides of the argument

* the candidate is starting to make judgements
supported by some appraisal of the evidence and
the arguments given

The candidate meets all the demands of the Level
2 descriptor but does not meet the Level 3
requirements fully, and is therefore awarded a
mark at the lower end of the mark-range.

7 marks
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(d) “Salah is the most important of the Five Pillars.
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Muslim teachings |
reach a justified conclusion.
' (12)

LS. Salola NS o waloand 08 covamaancosiowe . oadxfas o
Avotain veaton. . Sowaad.ssaoweh.. agles. s, \oecossie.. miHaacy.

ot Shahadals. o e, .. connet.. oo o ot \eaonsie

Mwmaxmm ..... ged. .. s, essean m,\mwd ****** £ O
maslvan &S Sk o Soawadan N2 oot .. Bn K SR

dons.. Snwu.i&vw.t rrrrrrrr whase oL Sol \m.!.as ........ \ sm@ed am@.ag .........
LA £ sV UL W= PUo PR - d.a.t‘ v Base @, . Aotk
'Lmqnt:’m(ﬁ ........... OAL... NONL. .. EIoN. . gy SOMAS. .. s O AR
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate reaches Level 3 because:

* they use an accurate understanding of religion
and belief to develop reasoning, which addresses
the issues raised by the statement

* this is presented in an accurate and coherent
way. Logical chains of reasoning are identifiable on
both sides of the argument

* the candidate is starting to make judgements
supported by some appraisal of the evidence and
the arguments given

The candidate meets all the demands of the Level
2 descriptor but does not fully meet the Level 3
requirements and is therefore awarded at the
lower end of the mark-range.

7 marks
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Answers do not have to be long

They need to 'consider the arguments', and say if
the statement holds any truth or value, in a
justified conclusion
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(d) “Salah is the most important of the Five Pillars.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Muslim teachings
reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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?/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate reaches Level 1 because:

* they make superficial connections using a limited
range of the elements

* they do not give a fully-justified conclusion

The candidate demonstrates isolated
understanding of religion. The non-Muslim views
are not credited because this answer requires
different Muslim views.

The candidate provides evidence suggesting the
highest mark because they fulfil all the descriptors
of this level, but do not fulfil descriptors relating to
the next level.

3 marks

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 1C 35



Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority - bullet point 3.6
'Shariah Law: how it is agreed upon'

The question asked candidates to 'Outline three of the sources of Shari'ah law'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can only reach a maximum of one
mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.
An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

3 (a) Outline three of the sources of Shari‘ah law.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate answers using two sources in two
sentences (2).

The third sentence cannot be credited: Sunnah and
hadith cannot be credited as two separate sources.

2 marks

3 (a) Outline three of the sources of Shari‘ah law.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three sources in a list (1).

1 mark

3 (a) Outline three of the sources of Shari‘ah law.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three sources in three
sentences (3).

The third source, ‘imams followed by shias’, is
credited as an alternative Shi'a approach.

3 marks

3 (a) Outline three of the sources of Shari‘ah law.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three sources in three
sentences (3).

3 marks
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority - bullet point 3.7
'the significance of the imam for different forms of Shi'a Islam’

The question asked was 'Explain two reasons why the Imam is important in Shi'a Islam.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

(b) Explain two reasons why the Imam is important in Shi‘a Islam.
(4)

by oo N SRR

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1: ‘direct descendants of the prophet' (1)
this is developed by ‘prophetic features' (1)

Reason 2: ‘sent by God like prophets' (1) this is
developed by ‘recieve revelation from Allah
through dreams' (1)

4 marks
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Here, two different reasons given clearly

This is good practice

(b) Explain two reasons why the Imam is important in Shi‘a Islam.

oo d/'\'ca.wif la. Shi'le. lslam. ...
......... ff@ lrum Jms;’ fmowée@e &bafé’

(4}

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The question concerns Shia Imams, specification
reference 3.7.

This response is a description of imams in Sunni
Islam as a source of religious guidance etc.

0 marks

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Candidates must be taught the differences
between the Shi'a concept of Imam (link to
Imamate) and the Sunni imam
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority - bullet point 3.2
'the significance of (...) the Prophet Muhammad for Muslims.'

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why the Prophet Muhammad is important to
Muslims'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

* [f the candidate states that it is in Qur'an 2:18 and then states another verse from Surah 2- then this
can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book/person.

* [f the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Qur'an 2:18) in brackets the paraphrase can have
the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Qur'an and it was hadith or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them, it
is not awarded.
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(c) Explain two reasons why the Prophet Muhammad is important to Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed reason, and
another developed reason with reference to a
source of wisdom.

Reason 1:‘last and final prophet’ (1) this is
developed by ‘he is known as the seal’ (1)

Reason 2: this is not credited. The reference to the
source of wisdom is inaccurate, whereas Reason 3
is developed and has an accurate reference.

Reason 3: this is the reference to a source of
wisdom ‘sent as a warner’ (1) this is developed by
‘his purpose’ (1) further developed by ‘keep in mind
his warnings' (1)

The candidate gains full marks by using Reason 3.

5 marks
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(c) Explain two reasons why the Prophet Muhammad is important to Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

This candidate gives one developed reason and
another developed reason with reference to a
source of wisdom.

Reason 1: the source of wisdom ‘seal of the
prophets' (1) this is developed by ‘he is the last
messenger' (1)

Reason 2: ‘he is mentioned in the Shahadah' (1)
this is developed by the source of wisdom (1)
which is further developed by ‘essential belief in
Islam' (1)

5 marks

y \
/

yZ

 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

For full marks on (c) questions, a source of wisdom
must be developed twice, as in the second reason
in this candidate's response
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Question 3 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority. Bullet point 3.1 'The
Qur'an...as a source of teaching and guidance.'

Candidates are required to give two different Muslim points of view in order to cover all the
elements of the question. The specification bullet points indicate which questions might require
different Muslim points of view - in this bullet point, the specification says, 'divergent ways in which
the Qur'an is used in the daily life of a Muslim.'

The question asked was:

“The Qur'an is the only true source of teaching and guidance.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

¢ refer to Muslim teachings

¢ refer to different Muslim points of view

* reach a justified conclusion
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*(d) “The Qur'an is the only true source of teaching and guidance”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:
- refer to Muslim teachings

refer to different Muslim points of view
reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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< / ResultsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate reaches Level 3 because:
* they deconstruct religious information/issues

* this is underpinned by an accurate understanding
of religion and belief

* connections are made among many, but not all,
of the elements in the question

* they provide evidence suggesting the lowest
mark of the level

* there is appraisal of the arguments at the end of
the response, some of which may be superficial,
leading to a partially-justified conclusion

SPaG was awarded 3 marks because the
candidate:

* spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy

* uses rules of grammar with effective control of
meaning overall

* uses a wide range of specialist terms
appropriately

Response: 7 marks

SPaG: 3 marks
Total: 10 marks
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*(d) “The Qur'an is the only true source of teaching and guidance.
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:
« refer to Muslim teachings
« refer to different Muslim points of view
« reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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‘/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate reaches Level 3 because:
* they deconstruct religious information/issues

* this is underpinned by an accurate understanding
of religion and belief

* connections are made among many, but not all,
of the elements in the question

* they provide evidence suggesting the lowest
mark of the level because there is appraisal of the
arguments at the end of the response, some of
which may be superficial, leading to a partially
justified conclusion

SPaG was awarded 3 marks because the
candidate:

* spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy

* uses rules of grammar with effective control of
meaning overall

* uses a wide range of specialist terms
appropriately

Response: 7 marks
SPaG: 3 marks

Total:10 marks

ResultsP

\ Examiner Tip

us

Appraise the arguments: move the answer into
Level 3
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Question 4 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Forms of Expression and Ways of life' - bullet point 4.2
'the design and different features of mosques'.

The question asked was ‘Outline three features of a mosque'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can only reach a maximum of one
mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.
An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

4 (a) Outline three features of a mosque.

(3)

Fur ....... (S \W\ Y AL LS. QAT eed  ond (e Addon

GCSE Religious Studies A1RA0 1C 51



%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines no correct features (0).

The information does not answer the question
about features of a mosque.

0 marks

4 (a) Outline three features of a mosque.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three features in three
sentences (3).

3 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Practice writing responses in sentences
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Forms of Expression and Ways of life' - bullet point 4.6
'The role and significance of a Sheikh/teacher in Sufism'.

The question asked was 'Explain two reasons why the teacher is important in Sufi Islam'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

Many candidates did not answer why a teacher is important in Sufi Islam but wrote generally about
the role of teachers in Islam.

O LAY O CAean .,
(b) Explain two reasons why the teacher is important in Sufi Islam.

(4)
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ResultsPlus

~ Examiner Comments

This candidate gives two developed reasons.
Reason 1:‘mentors them towards ihsan' (1)
developed by ‘encouraging them to do good
actions' (1)

Reason 2: ‘stop following his nafs’ (1) developed by
‘focus towards his creator' (1)

4 marks
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(b) Explain two reasons why the teacher is important in Sufi Islam.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1: ‘guide the sufis in their worship’ (1)
developed by ‘teaches them the way of dhikr' (1)

Reason 2: ‘demonstrates that he is the friend of
Allah’ (1) developed by ‘gain that connection’ (1)

4 marks

54  GCSE Religious Studies A TRA0 1C



Question 4 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Forms of Expression and Ways of life' - bullet point 4.1
'significance of the laws of halal and haram'.

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why the laws of halal and haram are important for
Muslims.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

The reasons should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’: this must support the
reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain
a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

* [fthe candidate states that it is in Qur'an 2:18 and then states another verse from Surah 2- then this
can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book/person.

* [f the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Qur'an 2:18) in brackets the paraphrase can have
the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Qur'an and it was hadith or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them, it
is not awarded.

(c) Explain two reasons why the laws of halal and haram are important for Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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| /< Examiner Comments

This candidate gives one developed reason, and
another reason is developed with reference to a
source of wisdom.

Reason 1: ‘they set down the boundaries' (1) this is
developed by ‘to get to heaven’ (1)

Reason 2: ‘tell a Muslim what they can and cannot
eat’ (1) this is developed by the reference to a
source of wisdom ‘every intoxicant is haram' (1)

The next point is a rewording of the reason and so
cannot be credited again.

4 marks

&6\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

When marking practice questions, teachers should
check unfamiliar quotes before dismissing them
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(c) Explain two reasons why the laws of halal and haram are important for Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives one developed reason, and
another reason developed with reference to a
source of wisdom.

Reason 1: ‘they provide guidelines in society' (1)
this is developed by the reference to Surah
Baqgarah the source of wisdom (1), which is further
developed by 'would plunge into chaos' (1)

Reason 2:‘a way to keep yourself healthy' (1) this is
developed by ‘health risks such as liver failure' (1)

5 marks
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Question 4 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not
analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and
thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority - bullet point 4.3:
'The divergent understandings of the use, significance...of calligraphy in Islam.’

The question asked was

“All forms of decoration in the mosque help Muslims to worship Allah.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:
¢ refer to Muslim teachings

* reach a justified conclusion
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(d) “All forms of decoration in the mosque help Muslims to worship Allah.
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

+ refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate reaches Level 3 because:
* they deconstruct religious information/issues

* this is underpinned by an accurate understanding
of religion and belief

* connections are made among many, but not all,
of the elements in the question

* they provide evidence suggesting the lowest
mark of the level. There is appraisal of evidence,
some of which may be superficial, leading to a
partially-justified conclusion

7 marks
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(d) "All forms of decoration in the mosque help Muslims to worship Allah”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
«  refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate reaches Level 3 because:
* they deconstruct religious information/ issues

* this is underpinned by an accurate understanding
of religion and belief

* connections are made among many, but not all,
of the elements in the question

* the candidate provides evidence suggesting the
lowest mark of the level. There is appraisal of
evidence, some of which may be superficial,
leading to a partially justified conclusion

7 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Avoid attaching extra sheets to your examination paper. If possible continue writing on the blank
spaces within the scannable pages

¢ For Sections One and Two, candidates need to know the clear difference between the Ten
Obligatory Acts and the five roots of Usul-ad Din

¢ For Section Three, candidates need to know the clear difference between the Shi'a Imam and the
Sunniimam

* When answering the (a) items write three full sentences

* The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question
and support the reason given. Exact verse numbers are not required but the source/person must
be referenced correctly

* The (d) items asks for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are achieved
if the evidence/reasons (knowledge and understanding) given is appraised for its value as part of
deciding the evaluation. This does not necessarily have to be in the conclusion

* On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer

¢ Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked, fully
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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