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Introduction

Religious Studies A Paper 1: Area of Study 1 - Study of Religion Option 1B - Christianity

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The assessment consists of four questions and
candidates must answer all four questions. The detail of the assessment content is provided in the
specification. Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources when planning the
course content.

This area of study comprises a study in depth of Christianity as a lived religion in the United
Kingdom and throughout the world.

There are four sections:

Beliefs and Teachings; Practices

Sources of Wisdom and Authority

Forms of Expression

Ways of Life
Students had studied Christianity within the context of wider British society.

Note: In some questions, marks are given for correct spelling and grammar, indicated by SPaG
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.4, ‘The last days of
Jesus' life'.

The question asked was ‘Outline three events of the last days of Jesus' life’

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.
GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

e God is creator (1 mark)

* God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

* God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

* Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

¢ Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)
* Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

¢ Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

\w

/ ResultsPlus
?'/N Examiner Comments

The candidate gives a list of three events, however, the final one is
incorrect.

The specification indicates that the last days of Jesus' life include 'the Last
Supper', the betrayal, arrest, trial, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension
of Jesus.

0 marks
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Centres should teach from the specification

Students should write in three full sentences to gain full marks

%Z Results'@lus
mmmmmmmmmmmm

The candidate writes three sentences outlining three events. The
sentences are in paragraph form.

3 marks
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?/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate writes three sentences outlining three events. The
candidate links the ‘events’ to the days that celebrate the ‘events’.

If the candidate had listed the days eg Palm Sunday, these would have
been incorrect. The distinction here is to separate the beliefs about Jesus'
life and what events happened in Holy Week, from the practices of
Christians - which is a separate part of the specification.

If the candidate had listed the second part of the sentences, there would
have been 1 mark for a correct list.

3 marks

94\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Separate the beliefs about Jesus' life and what events happened in Holy
Week, from the practices of Christians
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives a list of three events.

1 mark

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

All items on the list must be correct to gain the 1 mark
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.2, ‘The creation of
the universe and humanity: the divergent ways in which it may be understood by Christians'.

The question asked was ‘Explain two ways the biblical creation account can be understood by
Christians, including literal and metaphorical’.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

This question differentiated between candidates who had knowledge of the interpretations and
understandings of the biblical creation account in the modern world, and those who knew the

story. Marks were awarded to candidates who chose an alternative understanding that could come
from the creation account.
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ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

There is no correct information given by the candidate.

0 marks
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one way the account could be understood, but it is
not developed and then offers another developed way.

First way: ‘literally’ (1) - not developed
Second way: ‘metaphorically’ (1) developed by ‘interpreting’ (1)

3 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidate should separate their 'ways', as in this example: it is clear that
two ways are given

The bblital account e the. Credtion. QU
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‘v| < Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed ways.

First way: ‘as a metaphor’ (1) this is developed by Jesus created the
universe (1) - this is supported by Hebrews 11:2 and John 1

Second way: ‘literally’ (1) this is developed by 'exactly as it says’ (1)

4 marks
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.3. 'The incarnation
(...) and significance for Christians today.’

I

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why the Incarnation is important for Christians today.
Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

e |f the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John - then this
can be awarded. Candidates are not held to ‘verses’ but they must refer to the correct book.

* If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can
have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them,
it is not awarded.

Some candidates attempted to force a source of wisdom that they had learned into every answer.
This often meant they did not answer the question at all.

GCSE Religious Studies A TRA0 1B
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% Results@lus

The candidate gives one reason with development, further developed with
the source of wisdom - a quote.

Reason one: ‘Jesus came to earth’ (1) developed by ‘reconcile the
relationship between God and man.’ (1) This is developed by a source of
wisdom ‘the word flesh and made his dwelling among us’ (1).

3 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

The reference needs to be part of the answer
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed ways, with reference to a source of
wisdom

(1) the reference to a source of wisdom is ‘the word became flesh and
dwelt among us' (1).

Reason two: ‘means he can understand’ (1) this is developed by ‘and
respond to their problems’ (1).

5 marks

Reason one: ‘God became human flesh.’ (1) This is developed by ‘as Jesus’

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

The reference for the source of wisdom is not needed

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 1B
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not
analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and
thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.7. ‘The problem of
evil/suffering and a loving and righteous God'.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a
non-religious response. The inconsistence triad does not support this question effectively because
it demonstrates a reason for the non-existence of God. This would not be a Christian viewpoint or
teaching. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was: 'God cannot be all loving because suffering exists.'

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

* refer to Christian teachings

* reach a justified conclusion

Candidates should not argue that the statement is true or false. They should say why the reasons

'for' can be disputed by the alternative opinion. They should consider why one group of Christians
says one thing and another group says their argument is incorrect or weak.

14  GCSE Religious Studies A TRAQO 1B
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e < Examiner Comments

This candidate reaches Level 3.

The candidate uses an accurate understanding of religion and belief to
develop reasoning that addresses the issues raised by the statement.

This is presented in an accurate and coherent way. Logical chains of
reasoning are identifiable on both sides of the argument.

The candidate is starting to make judgements supported by some
appraisal of the evidence. This can be seen at the end the first page but
does not continue and the conclusion lacks justification.

The candidate meets the demands of the Level 2 descriptor but does not
meet the Level 3 requirements fully, and is therefore awarded a mark at
the lower end of the Level 3 mark range.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

* The candidate spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy

* The candidate uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning
overall

* The candidate uses a good range of specialist terms appropriately.

Response: 7 marks
SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 10 marks

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Do not argue that the statement is true or false: say why the reasons given
'for' can be disputed by the alternative opinion

GCSE Religious Studies A TRA0 1B

17



Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.1, 'Christian worship: Liturgical
and non-liturgical forms of worship, including activities that are informal and individual.'

Candidates were not awarded marks for stating the places where worship takes place. For example
'going to church' would not receive credit unless candidates commented on the way Christians
worshipped when they were there.

LAehecdthan omay. . weldmip individually
Mrovgn. . pOVALe | prayll . turgicaly o

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate writes three sentences outlining three ways. The sentences
are in paragraph form.

3 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Write three separate sentences, to outline three ways/reasons
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The answers are given in a list, within a sentence, therefore can gain a maximum of 1 mark - either
for the list, or for the one sentence.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate lists three correct ways, in one sentence.

1 mark

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

An outline must be more than one word, or item of knowledge
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Examiner Comments

Three ways are outlined.

The outlines are simple but effective for gaining the marks available.

3 marks
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.6, “The future of the Christian
Church the (...) the purpose of missionary (and evangelical) work.

The question asked was, 'Explain two purposes of missionary work.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two purposes but does not develop them.

First purpose: ‘to help the needy and helpless’ (1)
Second purpose: ‘winning souls for Christ' (1)

2 marks

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Develop reasons, for extra marks
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The candidate gives the purposes of missionary work and develops them.

First purpose: ‘to spread the gospel' (1) developed by ‘Jesus taught us to
do’ (1)

Second purpose ‘to bring aid and charity support’ (1) developed by ‘as they
would treat themselves' (1)

4 marks
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two purposes that are developed.

First purpose: ‘help others in need’ (1) developed by ‘eg building schools’
(1)

Second purpose: ‘spread the gospel to all nations’ (1) developed by ‘doing
as Jesus wanted’ (1)

Reference to a source of wisdom is not required on the (b) items.
However, if a candidate uses an appropriate source, it can be credited as a
development.

4 marks

\ ResultsPlus
_ Examiner Tip

References to a teaching or scripture is a good way to develop a reason
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.3, 'The nature and purpose of
prayer (...) set prayers'.

The question asked was 'Explain two reasons why some Christians use set prayers.'
Answers must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Some candidates were not prepared for this question and confused answers with liturgical and non-
liturgical worship.

Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the specification in order to
achieve higher grades. It is best to check that materials used in school cover the specification.

............... SOMﬂ,ohmmm_rum&w;;r Wik becaus

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response does not answer the question set.
The candidate gives no relevant information.

0 marks
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons but does not refer to a source
of wisdom.

Reason one: ‘more comfortable’ (1) developed by ‘they are doing it right’

(M

Reason two: ‘easy to remember’ (1) developed by ‘can pray at home’ (1)

4 marks

GCSE Religious Studies A1RA0 1B 25



Sometimes, responses are difficult to separate into compartments and development may be given
before the reason.
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ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons and refers to a source of
wisdom.

Reason one: ‘praying for the needs of a human’ (1) developed by ‘Jesus
taught it to his disciples’ (1) ‘forgive us our sins’ and ‘lead us not into
temptation’ (1)

Reason two: ‘reflect and understand’ (1) developed by ‘easier to have pre-
planned words' (1)

The source of wisdom referenced is the Lord'’s Prayer.

5 marks
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not
analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and
thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Many candidates re-wrote this question to ask why a Christian needs a local church and what it
offers for Christians, rather than the general community. This was accepted as an alternative
approach.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a
non-religious response.

“Churches should only support their local community.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

* refer to Christian teachings

* reach a justified conclusion

There are no SPaG marks for Questions 2 or 4. SPaG marks are only assessed on the odd-
numbered: Questions 1 and 3.
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Churdis . showd.. o,t.ij M'OPDY‘L' thasr locad
Comm uaity. A locad com Mm:ij W5 the. drees
aAd. 31’01&? 0f.. pwPLb leviag wotbtu%

eavivoas: The  churc showld oxly _wfaporb
their  (ocal. coMMu.AL_........  bgc ausy

e Church, SO The. wey. of. u'm«td 1/(:9
Addm mt@,m Qhumh Shmdd DAL ) h@[P
'Hmr local commudity becawe. 1t lndps
AN L. fYON LXPLASLS s.S'D Maky.. neli mdud.s: ....................
belisng A tis AvHon add they say Wb

N o ,fo (Jnurdn Grows be,c.a use
1t a'f'{”rqc:{:f (;vovad 11to ~the C,I/,nurd/l

(aad dc?w_.d iox.-tu 10 br?.., o source of M«LP
4o (s fOCchC Q@MMMJ W butto

.]NM Souls. 7‘%'( (J’lru"ﬁ' bo-ﬁa fov adnec, He

e world. e
pm.a«cb\ s ja.sye,( jt: el bre

aboul mMe, far Aad A s a. Jarusaleny,

rrrrrrrrr

GCSE Religious Studies A1RA0 1B 29



P P,por‘f all cha.J
fj&f p,caum, it MPJ WAMDESouls for. Chiigt..
Ta osrcltior, the Lovel 5. a? _________ weShould. .

L <

‘..Pu,{ those who _are. 1A _a Thﬂw.for.eyhd/
Support should be readared 10 aver F

who iS5 aged of. fuPPOr't,/hM,o

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate reaches Level 1 because:

* the knowledge and understanding are isolated (superficial)

¢ the arguments for the statement are not underpinned by religious
beliefs or teachings

* there is a simple 'for and against' argument given
* there are no judgements made
¢ the conclusion is not justified

* most of the demands of the levels descriptors for Level 1 are met

3 marks
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/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate reaches Level 3 because:
* they give logical chains of reasoning for both sides of the arguments

* these are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and
belief

* they are beginning to show evidence of Level 3 characteristics

However, the candidate does not attempt to appraise the arguments
given, or evaluate the arguments.

The conclusion offers an attempt at making a judgment, but this is not
fully justified.

The candidate meets the demands of the Level 2 descriptors but does not
meet fully the Level 3 requirements. Marks are awarded at the lower end
of the Level 3 mark range.

7 marks

e

Examiner Tip

The candidate makes good use of the extra space: this is much wiser that
attaching extra pages
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/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate reaches Level 3 because:

* The candidate uses an accurate understanding of religion and belief to
develop reasoning, which addresses the issues raised by the statement

* This is presented in an accurate and coherent way. Logical chains of
reasoning are identifiable on both sides of the argument

* The candidate is starting to make judgements supported by some
appraisal of the evidence, the arguments given, although the conclusion
lacks justification

* The candidate meets the all the demands of the Level 2 descriptor but
does not fully meet the Level 3 requirements and is therefore awarded a
mark at the lower end of the mark range

8 marks

Level 3

\ Examiner Tip

The answers do not have to be long! They need to 'consider the
arguments', and say if the statement holds any truth or value in a justified
conclusion
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority. Bullet point 3.1, The
development and structure of the Bible (...) law, history, prophets, writings (...) gospels, letters'

The question asked candidates to 'Outline three forms of writings found in the Bible." Again, this
mirrors the specification exactly.

In ce bbbl MeMe  are eHers

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three forms in one sentence. The ‘there are’ makes
it more than a list and therefore three marks are awarded.

3 marks
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The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

pO .............................

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one example and writes 'There are letters’ (1) lists
Psalms, and goes on to say 'biographies written by the disciples’ (1)

There are two 'sentence parts' to the answer and they are credited.

2 marks

& ResultsP!
Examiner Tip

Three separate sentences is a good rule!

us
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives three examples, only one of which, 'gospels’, is a form
of writing.

Because they are written as a list, they could have gained 1 mark if all
three had been correct.

0 marks
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority. Bullet point 3.4,
Jesus as the Word of God (...) Jesus' example of showing love for others'

The question asked was 'Explain two ways Jesus showed Christians how to love others.'
Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

=Jesus Sad w his word, 1f Yo ur Axighlwur
...... S 1A Axed aad you hove more thex

Hwo coats give. o N our. Aﬂxjhbour ______ tha best
out O+ 1t aaqcl Lovel vwocll vigoerdyu.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed way: Jesus' teachings.

First way: ‘he said it in his word' (1) developed by ‘love your neighbour is all
you need’ (1)

The candidate then develops ‘his word’ or his teachings by giving more
teachings, which is not another ‘way’ but rather is development.

2 marks
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate gives two developed ways.

First way: ‘practising equality’ (1) this is developed by ‘must love everyone
equally’ (1)

Second way: ‘telling parables’ (1) developed by ‘care for everyone around
us. (1)

4 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

This candidate clearly indicates to the examiner that there are two
different ways given

This is good practice
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two ways.

First way: ‘Jesus served others' (1)
Second way 'He treated people equally' (1)

The ‘saved everyone from sin and restored the relationship with God' is
not linked to showing love to others.

‘He preached parables to guide them'’ is another reason, not development
of previous points.

The candidate gives four ways and no development therefore can be
awarded 2 marks for two ways.

2 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates must understand the difference between a reason/way and
development
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed ways.

First way: ‘preaching’ (1) this is developed by ‘love your neighbour’ (1)

Second way: ‘helped everyone who needed it' (1) developed by ‘even if
they were looked down on by society.’ (1)

4 marks
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority.

Bullet point 3.7 'Leaders and Leadership in the Church (...) bishops and popes: the roles and
significance of each.’

The question asked was ‘Explain two different attitudes to the importance of the Pope today’
Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples.The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom'. This must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word-for-word.

* [f the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John - then this can be
awarded. Candidates are not held to ‘verses’ but they must refer to the correct book.

* [f the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase will be
credited and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa, and the quote is not accredited to them, credit
is not awarded.

Candidates answered this question well.
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%Z Results’@lus
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The candidate gives one developed reason with reference to a source of
wisdom.

Attitude one: ‘a descendant of the apostles’ developed by ‘faith in him as a
leader’ referring to, and paraphrasing, James 5:14 (1)

The candidate only gives one attitude.

3 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates must quote or paraphrase the source of wisdom to gain the
mark

They are not expected to know chapter and verse

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RAO 1B
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate is writing about a priest, not the Pope.

0 marks

GCSE Religious Studies A1RA0 1B 45



Question 3 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not
analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and
thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority. Bullet point 3.8,
'The role of women in the church.' Candidates are required to give two different Christian points of
view in order to cover all the elements of the question. The specification bullet points indicate
which questions which might require different Christian points of view - this bullet point says,
'divergent approaches to the role of women in different denominations.'

“All Christians should accept women as leaders in the Church.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

¢ refer to Christian teachings

¢ refer to different Christian points of view

* reach a justified conclusion
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<& (ResuitsPlus

P A
e < Examiner Comments

The candidate reaches Level 2 because they:

* provide reasons for and against the statement making brief (superficial)
arguments on both sides

* demonstrate a limited, rather than isolated - as in Level 1-
understanding of the beliefs surrounding this statement

* do not attempt to appraise the arguments given or evaluate the
argument

* offer an attempt at making a judgment in the conclusion, but this is not
fully justified and builds on a limited range of elements in the answer

The candidate meets the demands of the Level 1 descriptor but does not
fully meet the Level 2 requirements and is therefore awarded a mark at
the lower end of the mark-range.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks in this example, because the candidate:

* spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy

* uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall

* uses a good range of specialist terms appropriately

Response: 4 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 7 marks

\ Examiner Tip

Marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar are given on Q3d
These are worth 3 marks

Candidates should be aware of these marks and take care with spellings of
key words, paragraphs and punctuation
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The appraisal of evidence required for the higher marks can come at any point in the answer.

The best answers give one side of the argument and then use the opposing viewpoint to indicate
the weaknesses of the first side.
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/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate reaches Level 4 because:

* they deconstruct the religious information given critically, which is
accurate and shows understanding throughout

* connections are made amongst the full range of elements in the
question

* the elements of the question are linked together and are shown to be
part of the argument, leading to coherent and reasoned judgements of
the full range of elements in the question

* judgements are supported by the appraisal of some of the evidence,
which is superficial, leading to a partially-justified conclusion

Therefore, the response is awarded a mark at the lower end of the level.

SPAG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because the candidate:

* spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy

* uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall
* uses a good range of specialist terms appropriately

Response: 10 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 13 marks

Level 4
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Question 4 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section four: 'Forms of Expression and Ways of life’ bullet point 4.6
'The purpose of literature in Christian life: fiction, non-fiction, and poetry'

The question asked was ‘Outline three types of literature used to express belief’

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.
GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

e God is creator (1 mark)

* God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

* God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

* Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

¢ Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)
* Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

¢ Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

.............. H,Lm«.lhuudmu“uuﬁmjm m«J."'-nL-Lmjm jlm.lu;fu&n
______________ % PR 7 P T (=9 B
............ \—LL'L\L?! DVMMLM‘LL‘U\AJLLLAU

,J\7 ,
¢ (ResultsPlus
\/N Examiner Comments

Unfortunately, this answer is not about literature.

0 marks
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates must study the breadth and depth of the content from the
specification
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate lists three types of literature in a sentence.

The Bible is not a type of literature.

1 mark
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Three types of literature are outlined.

3 marks
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Examiner Comments

Three types of literature are outlined.

3 marks

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

If bullet points help candidates to remember to give three answers, they
are acceptable if followed by a full sentence

us

GCSE Religious Studies A TRA0 1B 55



Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section four: Forms of Expression and Ways of life'. Bullet point, 4.7
'The nature and use of traditional styles of music in worship'.

The question asked was 'Explain two reasons why some Christians believe music used in worship
should be traditional'.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

Very few students considered examples of Gregorian Chant. Many candidates did not answer why
music should be traditional, but why modern music should not be used in worship in churches

today.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two reasons.

Reason one: ‘focus on prayer’ (1)
Reason two: ‘easy to worship with’ (1)

2 marks
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

OO o d, SERA  Jahe Htudh. $200dly, NeHNs

_...hen,s.e.n....ulmd.....9..u.m....,Qnrum@.t.,.am.....mﬁm.... WCRTY O N TONT W Y

....... AN mhumﬁsmmmﬂuﬂ%@fmejw

QUL QBN IR gaNde oY uinad YHhaesy Eﬁ:‘é&ﬁ&&k@i
AN KNJING s 4R -

<gz ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one: ‘include verses from the Bible’ (1) ‘elevating the truth’ (1)
Reason two: ‘sense of comfort’ (1) ‘sung for decades’ (1)

4 marks
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason one: ‘first used by Christians (1) ‘symbolises Christian unity’ (1)
Reason two: ‘used for hundreds of years' (1) ‘due to its age’ (1)

4 marks

58 GCSE Religious Studies A TRAO 1B



Question 4 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section four: 'Forms of Expression and Ways of life'
The question asked was ‘Explain two ways drama is used to express Christian beliefs.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items.Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, quotes, or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and for the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom": this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

If the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John - then this can be
awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can have
the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to them, it is
not awarded.

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one way: ‘tells the story of what happened in the
Bible'.

1 mark
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%z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed ways.

First way: ‘act out parables’ (1) developed by ‘to depict a moral message’ (1)
(backwards development)

Second way: ‘illustrating events such as Jesus crucifixion’ (1) developed by
‘truly understand the beliefs being expressed.’ (1)

4 marks
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<Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed ways.

First way: ‘through the passion plays’ (1) developed by ‘preaching the word’
(1

Second way: ‘re-create stories from the Bible’ (1) developed by ‘e.g. the
nativity plays’

The reference to a source of wisdom does not relate to the way given.

4 marks
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Question 4 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’: this statement requires considering the arguments for and against
and reaching a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the arguments: appraise
the arguments to reach the higher levels in the mark scheme.

This type of question is marked from a levels-based mark scheme: marks are awarded according to
levels descriptors.

Many candidates provided excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but then did not
analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments and
thereby limited candidates’ progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: 'Forms of Expression and Ways of life'.Bullet point, 'The
divergent meaning, significance and purpose of icons within Christianity'

The specification bullet points indicate which questions might require different Christian points of
view - the bullet point says, 'specific reference to the use of icons within Orthodox Christianity and
in denominations that may reject their use.'

Many students did not know what an icon was, and therefore did not answer the question well.
The question asked was:

“Christians should use icons to worship God.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

¢ refer to Christian teachings

¢ refer to different Christian points of view

* reach a justified conclusion
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gains no marks because the information given does not
answer the question sufficiently well.

The candidate does not know what an icon is.

0 marks
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gains Level 1 because:

¢ the candidate starts well with a correct reference to the catechism 2502.
The knowledge and understanding are isolated (superficial)

* there is a simple 'for and against' given

* judgements made are unsupported and generic: no reasons or only
weak reasons are given, which are not supported or justified

* the conclusion is a repetition of a point made earlier

The candidate's mark is at the top of the mark-range because most of the
demands of the level descriptor are met.

3 marks

Level 1
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(Total for Question 4 = 24 marks)
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< {ResuitsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate reaches Level 3 because they:

* use an accurate understanding of religion and belief to develop
reasoning, which addresses the issues raised by the statement

* present their argument in an accurate and coherent way

* demonstrate logical chains of reasoning that are identifiable on both
sides of the argument

* start to make judgements supported by some appraisal of the evidence,
although the conclusion lacks justification

The candidate meets the demands of the Level 2 descriptor but does not
fully meet the Level 3 requirements and is therefore awarded a mark at
the lower end of the Level 3 mark range.

8 marks

Level 3
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The candidate reaches Level 2 because they:

* provide reasons for and against the statement, making brief (superficial)
arguments on both sides

* demonstrate a limited understanding of the beliefs surrounding this
statement

* do not attempt to appraise the arguments given or evaluate the
argument

* do not attempt a conclusion

The candidate is awarded a mark at the lower end of the mark-range
because only some of the demands of the level descriptor are met.

4 marks

Level 2
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper: write within the scannable pages, using
the blank spaces

* When answering the (a) items use three full sentences

* The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the question
and support the reason given

* The (d) items asks for evaluation, after considering the evidence.The higher grades are achieved
if the evidence/reasons given is 'considered' or appraised for its value as an argument as part of
deciding the evaluation

* On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer

* Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked, fully
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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