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SECTION  A TRUTH, SPIRITUALITY AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

Answer Question A1 in the spaces provided.

This question carries 20 marks.

A1 Truth and Spirituality

Look at Figure 1.

Figure 1  Ways spirituality can be expressed through creativity

(a) Choose two words from Figure 1.  Give a religious example of each.

First word chosen ............................................................................................

Religious example ....................................................................................................................................
(1 mark)

Second word chosen ........................................................................................

Religious example ....................................................................................................................................
(1 mark)

(b) Piety means showing devotion to God.  Explain how religious believers could show their piety.
Use examples from two religious traditions.

Tradition 1 ......................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

Tradition 2 ......................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(4 marks)
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(c) What is meant by conscience?

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(2 marks)

(d) Look at Figure 2.

Figure 2

Explain why religious authorities are important to believers.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)
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(e) There are many types of truth, including scientific, historical, spiritual and moral.
What problems might be caused by relying on only one of these types of truth?

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(4 marks)

(f) �Living as a monk or a nun is the best way to get close to God.�

Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing you have thought about more than one
point of view.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(5 marks)
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SECTION  B    RELIGIOUS RESPONSES TO CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

Answer three questions.

Knowledge of two religious traditions is required.

Write your answers in the space provided on pages 11 to 20.

Pages 7 to 10 are perforated.  You may remove these pages if you wish.

Each question carries 20 marks.

B2 Religious Attitudes to Matters of Life

(a) Why do some people believe that genetic engineering is an important medical advance?
(3 marks)

(b) Why do some religious people believe that embryo research is wrong? (4 marks)

(c) Explain the attitudes of religious believers to the use of artificial methods of conception (fertility
treatments).  Refer to the beliefs and teachings of one religious tradition in your answer.

(4 marks)

(d) Explain the attitudes of religious believers to transplant surgery.  Refer to the beliefs and
teachings of a different religious tradition in your answer. (4 marks)

(e) �If a couple cannot have children naturally, they should accept that they will never be parents.�

Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought about more than
one point of view.  You should refer to religious arguments in your answer. (5 marks)  

B3 Religious Attitudes to Matters of Death

(a) (i) Why do some people try to commit suicide? (3 marks)

(ii) Explain the attitudes of religious believers to suicide.  Refer to the beliefs and teachings
of one religious tradition in your answer. (4 marks)

(b) Explain the beliefs and teachings about life after death from a different religious tradition that
you have studied. (4 marks)

(c) How can religious believers help the relatives of those who are dying? (4 marks)

(d) �Old people should be cared for by their families, not put into homes for the elderly.�

Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought about more than
one point of view.  You should refer to religious arguments in your answer. (5 marks)

Turn over!!



B4 Religious Attitudes to Drug Abuse

(a) (i) Why are some drugs illegal? (3 marks)

(ii) Explain why some people take illegal drugs. (4 marks)

(b) Explain the attitudes of religious believers to caring for their mind and body.  Refer to the beliefs
and teachings of one religious tradition in your answer. (4 marks)

(c) Explain the attitudes of religious believers to drinking alcohol.  Refer to the beliefs and teachings
of a different religious tradition in your answer. (4 marks)

(d) �Smokers and drinkers should be made to pay for their own medical treatment.�

Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought about more than
one point of view.  Refer to religious arguments in your answer. (5 marks)

B5 Religious Attitudes to Media and Technology

(a) (i) Explain why films are given different categories (e.g. PG, 15, etc.). (3 marks)

(ii) What effects can the media have on children? (4 marks)

(b) Explain why some religious believers are concerned about pornography.  Refer to the beliefs and
teachings of one religious tradition in your answer. (4 marks)

(c) Explain why some religious believers want their religion to have more coverage in the media.
Refer to the beliefs and teachings of a different religious tradition in your answer. (4 marks)

(d) �You cannot believe what you read in the newspapers.�

Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought about more than
one point of view.  (5 marks)
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B6 Religious Attitudes to Crime and Punishment

(a) Explain the use of parole. (3 marks)

(b) Explain two aims of punishment. (4 marks)

(c) Explain the attitude of religious believers to capital punishment.  Refer to the beliefs and
teachings of one religious tradition in your answer. (4 marks)

(d) Explain the attitudes of religious believers to the treatment of prisoners.  Refer to the beliefs and
teachings of a different religious tradition in your answer. (4 marks)

(e) �Prisons should educate offenders and then they would not commit crimes.�

Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought about more than
one point of view.  You should refer to religious arguments in your answer. (5 marks)

B7 Religious Attitudes to Rich and Poor in Society

(a) Explain how some people become wealthy. (3 marks)

(b) Explain the attitudes of religious believers to gambling.  Refer to the beliefs and teachings of one
religious tradition in your answer. (4 marks)

(c) Explain the attitudes of religious believers to the poor.  Refer to the beliefs and teachings of a
different tradition in your answer. (4 marks)

(d) How do some religious believers help the homeless? (4 marks)

(e) �Everyone should pay a tax to help the poor.�

Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought about more than
one point of view.  You should refer to religious arguments in your answer. (5 marks)

END  OF QUESTIONS
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