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READING TESTS 
 
Notes on the Marking Scheme 
Non-verbal Answers 
Follow the mark scheme as set out. 
 
Verbal Answers 
1. The basic principle of assessment is that candidates should gain credit for what they know, 

understand and can do.  The following guidance should be borne in mind when marking. 
 (a) Credit should be given for all answers which convey the key idea required intelligibly 

and without ambiguity.  A separate assessment of spelling, punctuation and grammar 
is not required on these papers because of the nature of the answers.  However, these 
aspects are an integral part of assessing communication and marks cannot be 
awarded where errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar lead to a failure to 
communicate the required information without ambiguity. 

 (b) Where a candidate has given alternatives or additional information in an answer, the 
following criteria should be applied: 

  - if the alternative/addition does not contradict the key idea or make it 
ambiguous, accept; 

  - if the alternative/addition contradicts the key idea or makes it ambiguous, 
reject. 

 (c) Where numbered lines are given within a question/section of a question, credit should 
be given for correct answers, no matter which line they appear on. 

 (d) Where a question has more than one section, a candidate may include as part of the 
answer to one section the information required to answer another section.  For 
instance, the information required to answer section (b) might be given as part of the 
answer to section (a).  In such cases, credit should be given for having answered 
section (b), provided that no incorrect answer has been given for that section in the 
correct place. 

 (e) Where a question or part of a question carries more than one mark, candidates are 
given credit for all the correct answers they give, even if they have given incorrect 
answers as well, except where any of the latter contradicts a correct answer that they 
have given. 

2. ...../..... means that these are acceptable alternative answers.  (.....) means that this  
 information is not needed for full marks. 
3. In questions where candidates are asked to name, for example, three types of vegetable sold 

in the market, only the first three items they write down should be considered. 
4. Accept 

- T/F/? 
- Target language equivalent as instructed in rubric (eg. V/F/PM) 
- /X/? 
- a mix and match approach using the above, where the response is clear and 
unambiguous (eg. T and  are both used by the candidate). 

5. In multiple choice questions where candidates must choose one letter or number, they should 
automatically get no mark awarded if they give more than one.  If the rubric instructs them to 
write one letter or number in the box and they do so, but write a second letter or number 
outside the box too, then the answer in the box should be considered. 

6. No mark scheme can cover all possible answers.  When in doubt: 
- look for the key idea, where this is appropriate. 
- NFP = no further penalty 
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Question Key Idea Accept Mark Reject 

1(a) 
1(b) 
1(c) 
1(d) 
1(e) 

Vaisakhi 
26 April 
4 
£5 
Gurdas Mann/Panjab bhangra group 

 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

 

2 T 
F 
T 
? 
T 

 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

 

3 (a) 
 

(b) 

Does not have to wear a tie 
Can wear black trainers 
Does not like green jumper 
Can’t play with blazer on at break time 

 1 
1 
1 
1 

 

4 11 
2 
12 
7 
10 
9 
3 
4 
8 

 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

 

5 (a) 
 
 
 
 

(b) 
 
 
 
 

(c) 
 
 

(d) 
 

(e) 

• Easy to find a job 
• More chances of promotion 
• Good money/wages 
• Lots of holidays 
 
• It is a difficult job 
• It is hard to keep children interested in 

education 
• It is hard to control the class 
 
Weak tolerance 
Can’t tolerate noisy atmosphere. 
 
Studious/Hard working/Very helpful/Honest OR 
Any other appropriate response 
Amardeep is more money orientated and likes to 
do less work for his money 

 Gurpreet believes in hard work and also wants 
 personal satisfaction   

Any 1 of 4 
 
 
 
 

Any 2 of 3 

 

1 
 
 
 
 

1 
1 
 
 
 

1 
1 
 

1 
1 
1 
 

1 
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6 (a) 
 (b) 
 (c) 
 (d) 

Dancing (to Bollywood songs) 
Makes her happy/Gets to do exercise 
She thinks it is a good idea 
It is a good way of losing weight 

 1 
1 
1 
1 

 

7 (a) 
 

(b) 
 
 
 

(c) 
 
 
 

(d) 
 
 
 

(e) 

 Big/Co-educational/Multicultural 
 
• Different cultures are respected 
• Different festivals are celebrated 
• All children’s backgrounds are valued 

 
• Very little racism 
• Any racist incidents are taken seriously and 

dealt with quickly and properly 
 

• Number of Asian teachers will be increased 
• A member of the student council will be 

included in the interview panel 
 
• Few Asians go into teaching/more go into 

medicine and law etc.- financial incentive to 
enter teaching 

• Less chance of success and promotion – 
reduce/eradicate racism/provide more support 
and promotion opportunities 

Any 1 of 3 
 

Any 2 of 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Any other 
appropriate 
response 
*Solution must 
be linked to the 
problem 
*One mark for 

the 
problem/reason 
and one for the 

solution 

1 
 

1 
1 
 
 

1 
1 
 
 

1 
1 
 
 

1 
 
 

1 

 

Total 45 marks 




