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READING TESTS 

Notes on the Marking Scheme 

 
Non-verbal Answers 

Follow the mark scheme as set out. 
Verbal Answers (English or Target Language) 
1. The basic principle of assessment is that candidates should gain credit for what they know, 

understand and can do.  The following guidance should be borne in mind when marking. 
 (a) Credit should be given for all answers which convey the key idea required intelligibly and 

without ambiguity.  This applies whether the answer is in English or in the target language.  
A separate assessment of spelling, punctuation and grammar is not required on these 
papers because of the nature of the answers. However, these aspects are an integral part 
of assessing communication and marks cannot be awarded where errors in spelling, 
punctuation or grammar lead to a failure to communicate the required information without 
ambiguity. 

 (b) Where a candidate has given alternatives or additional information in answer, the following 
criteria should be applied: 

  - if the alternative/addition does not contradict the key idea or make it ambiguous, 
accept; 

  - if the alternative/addition contradicts the key idea or makes it ambiguous, reject. 
 (c) Where numbered lines are given within a question/section of a question, credit should be 

given for correct answers, no matter which line they appear on. 
 (d) Where a question has more than one section, a candidate may include as part of the 

answer to one section the information required to answer another section.  For instance, 
the information required to answer section (b) might be given as part of the answer to 
section (a).  In such cases, credit should be given for having answered section (b), 
provided that no incorrect answer has been given for that section in the correct place. 

 (e) Where a question or part of a question carries more than one mark, candidates are given 
credit for all the correct answers they give, even if they have given incorrect answers as 
well, except where any of the latter contradicts a correct answer that they have given. 

2. ...../..... means that these are acceptable alternative answers.  (.....) means that this information is 
not needed for full marks. 
 

3. In questions where candidates are asked to name, for example, three types of vegetable sold in 
the market, only the first three items they write down should be considered. 

4. Accept 
- T/F/? 
- Target language equivalent as instructed in rubric 
- !/X/? 
- a mix and match approach using the above, where the response is clear and unambiguous  

  (e.g. T and ! are both used by the candidate). 
5. In multiple choice questions where candidates must choose one letter or number, they should 

automatically get no mark awarded if they give more than one.  If the rubric instructs them to write 
one letter or number in the box and they do so, but write a second letter or number outside the 
box too, then the answer in the box should be considered. 

6. No mark scheme can cover all possible answers.  When in doubt: 
- look for the key idea, where this is appropriate. 
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Reading 
 
Foundation Tier 
 
Question Key Idea Accept Marks Reject 

1 (a) 

(b) 

Reduce speed. 

Children are crossing the 
road 

Slow down 1 

1 

Stop 

2 (a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Dog 

Jackie/Jack 

Black 

Two feet 2 feet 

1 

1 

1 

1 2 

3. C  1  

4([) 

(]) (z)  

pNj 

pfHwa hE 

lNdn 

5 1 

1  

1 

 

5 4 

6 

2 

3 

1 

Correct Words 
accepted 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

 

6 ([) 

(]) 

(z) 

(s) 

(h) 

hakI Kedwa hE 

wo(GNte) 

Su<krvar 

sin<crvar/ SnIvar 

k<pfe pREs krwa hE 

 Wo (6-8) 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

hakI 
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Question Key Idea Accept Marks Reject 

7 g / × 

? 

T / !  

g / × 

T / ! 

 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

 

8([) 

(]) 

(z) 

(s) 

(h) 

mnmohx vairs, kml hIr 

pNwrA ]pREl 

isivk hal 

car GNte 

pNwrA pOMd 

One of two names 

 

vulvrhEMptn 

(7-11) car 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

]pREl 

hal 

pNwrA 

9 3  1  

 10 ([) 

(]) 

(z)(1) 
(2) 

]pREl (iv<c) 

Bra qe mNmI 

k<pfe KRIwegI 
gurwu]are weKegI 

Both needed 
1 

1 

1 
1 

k<pfe 

gurwu]are 

  Total 35  
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Higher Tier 
 
Question Key Idea Accept Marks Reject 

1([) 

(]) 

(z) 

(s) 

(h) 

mnmohx vairs, kml hIr 

pNwrA ]pREl 

isivk hal 

car GNte 

pNwrA pOMd 

One of two names 

 

vulvrhEMptn 

(7-11) car  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

]pREl 

hal 

pNwrA 
2 g/ × 

?/ 

T/ ! 

g/ × 

T/ ! 

 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

 

3([) 

(]) 

(z)(1) 

 (2) 

]pREl (iv<c) 

Bra qe mNmI 

k<pfe KRIwegI 

gurwu]are weKegI 

Both needed 

1 

1 

1 

1 
 

k<pfe 

gurwu]are 

4 11 

 2 

12 

 7 

10 

 9 

 3 

 4 

 8 

Correct words for 
numbers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Question Key Idea Accept Marks Reject 

5([)(i) 

([)(ii) 

(]) 

(z) 

(s) 

(h) 

• sare sOx vale kmir]A iv<c 
guslKane hoxe cahIwe hn  

• sOx vale kmre Ku<leH hoxe cahIwe hn  

• tOizlt/ Savr vasqe kqar iv<c na 
l<gxa pve  

• ]apxa sara sman r<K sko 

• wonoM v<da Gr psNw krwe hn  
• ipNkI v<da bgIca psNw nhIM 

krwI,ir<kI psNw krwa hE  

• Pu<l bUit]A wI weK Bal krna 
• qaZI]A sbZI]A [uga[uxI]A  

• v<da Gr ZrUrI nhIM hE  

• paRhuxe G<t hI raq rihNwe hn 

• pirvar we mEMbr vI sare izk<Te nhIM 
rihNwe  

One of two 

Correct reason 
needed/matched 

One of two 

A similarity 

A difference 
 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

 

6([) 
 (]) 

(z)(i) 
 (ii) 

• gaxe suxna 
• sare iPkr wUr ho jAwe hn 
• iwmag qaZa ho jAwa hE 

• gu<se/ nraZ huNwe hn 
• [uhnA wa isr wuKx l<g pEMwa hE 
 

One of two 
1 
1 

1 
1 
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Question Key Idea Accept Marks Reject 

7(a) 

(b)(1) 

 (2) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

�Ji Aiyan Nu� 
�Asan Nu Maan Vatnan Da� 

• She has degree/s (from 
Mumbai/Boston University). 

• She represented the 
basketball team at district 
level. 

She was born and brought up 
in: 
Town �Jagraon�; 
District �Ludhiana�; 
�Panjab�. 

Frontier Mail was about 
famous Panjabi actors� film 
careers/Bollywood industry. 

The audience was bored with 
watching: 

• Same old heroines; 
• Films made on similar topics/ 

similar/same story line (based 
on revenge) 

• More entertaining 
• Family orientated 
• Made on modern topics/new 
 story line 

 

Both needed to 
get one mark 
English 
translation of 
names of films 
to be credited 

State/National/
High level for 
district level 

Two of three 
details 

Two of three 
 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Names of the films 
written in Panjabi 

 

 
Same old heroes 

Story line 

  Total 45  
 




