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Sample Schemes of Work and Lesson Plans

GCSE Psychology

OCR GCSE in Psychology: J611

Unit B543: Research in Psychology
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR GCSE Psychology specification for teaching from September 2009.
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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Psychology. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Psychology. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of Sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	OCR GCSE Psychology: J611 Unit B543: Research in Psychology 

	Suggested teaching time
	20 hours
	Topic
	Research in Psychology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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Research in Psychology 


	Students are given a list of pre-prepared fictional research ideas. From this develop aims, and null and alternate hypotheses (some examples can be found at www.psychlotron.co.uk)
The same resource can be used with identifying independent and dependent variables, experimental designs etc
Teacher led discussion on the strengths and limitations of the different experimental methods using the same resource to illustrate
Students write three of their own alternate hypotheses and then pair up with another student to swap hypotheses. They then write null hypotheses for each other
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Word search activity identifying the B.P.S. ethical guidelines
Small group work, students could design the most unethical piece of fictional research illustrates understanding of ethical issues

Using the fictional research ideas, discuss which method of investigation would be most appropriate with explanations why. Use to illustrate the strengths and weaknesses of each method
Place the name of main methods around the classroom. Groups of students then given a collection of strengths and limitations on card and, in a time limit, they have to pin them next to the method they think they relate to. Teacher then goes around the room checking each method for correctly placed responses and going over strengths/limitations. Each group could have their own coloured statements to make [image: image8.jpg]OCRY
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assessment easier
Allocate each student a character represented by a picture. Characters have range of eye colours and hair colours and types, and other distinguishing features (characters from MB’s ‘Guess Who’ are ideal). Use these characters to demonstrate the effects of opportunity and random sampling by testing how well each method gets a cross section of different physical characteristics
Using a pre-prepared set of results, students could analyse the data, calculating the mean, median and mode. They could then use these statistics to produce a graph
Conduct mini research projects in class to illustrate how research is planned and carried out. Analyse the results and draw conclusions. Evaluate the research; what are its strengths and limitations? How could [image: image9.jpg]


it have been done differently?

Teacher stages experiments to demonstrate the problems of different experimental designs e.g. test participants’ recall of words under different conditions but keep using the same participants using the same word list, test two groups of students’ ability to do the same anagrams under different conditions but make anagrams ‘easier’ for one group such as using geographical terms and putting more geography students in one condition. Use students as participants and wait for them to argue why it is unfair!
Students to plan and carry out their own experiment, questionnaire, observation and interview. Students may find it useful to write up their research and to carry out evaluations on it
Put students in teams where to play ‘Taboo’ using key terms from Research in Psychology. Key terms are on separate pieces of paper and placed in a bag which is passed from team to team. Each team has one minute for one member to try to describe the term to the others without using the words on the paper. Teacher should insist the descriptions are psychological!

Jumble word puzzles of key terms in this section e.g. lamp sign (sampling)

Play practical investigations bingo using all the key terms in this section
	www.psychlotron.co.uk for activities and handouts on all aspects of planning research. Designed for A level use but provides good examples which can be adapted to fit the requirements of this specification
www.holah.co.uk for:

      -a glossary of key terms for practical       investigations, and a mix and match ethical   issues activity
 -The British Psychological Society ethical   guidelines can be found at:

http://www.bps.org.uk/the-society/ethics-rules-charter-code-of-conduct/ethical-principles-for-conducting-research-with-human-participants.cfm#introduction 



	The Practical Investigations can be integrated with the core content of the specification
Core theories and studies can be used to illustrate the different methods

Students are expected to have planned and carried out their own experiment, questionnaires, observations, and interviews. They also need knowledge of the correlational method



OCR GCSE Psychology: J611 Unit B543: Research in Psychology
Doing Research
Strengths and Limitations of Methods
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	To identify the strengths and limitations of different methods of research.

	Objective 2
	To consider the strengths and limitations of different methods in the context of actual research studies.

	Objective 3
	To reflect on how strengths/limitations of methods may be assessed in the examination.


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
· It is assumed that students will have been introduced to the four main methods of research detailed in the specification.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	On board, teacher lists four main methods: experiment, questionnaire, interview and observation – but with consonants missing. Students need to work out the words, and the connection between them.

	25 minutes
	Teacher sticks up a piece of card in each corner in the room – each piece of card has the name of one of the four main methods.

Students are put into groups and each given an envelope. The envelope contains statements which are either strengths or weaknesses pertaining to all four methods. Each group has the statements in a particular colour. 

The groups have a time limit to decide which statements go with which method, and then (under teacher’s instruction) stick their statements by the relevant method.

The teacher then looks at each method in turn with the class – identifying and explaining correctly placed statements but removing incorrectly placed ones. At the end of the feedback, the winning group is the group whose colour is most represented amongst the statements.

	20 minutes
	Statements are left on the wall and/or given to the students on a sheet.

Students are also given a booklet with a series of four studies to read about (perhaps having a similar theme such as investigating gender differences). Each study focuses on a different method from the main four.

Students work through studies individually, their aim is to apply the strengths and limitations of each method to the actual study i.e. put them in context. Responses should be written into a space on the booklet for the teacher to assess.    


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Students attempt a past exam question displayed on the board, focusing on evaluating a specific research method. Teacher gets some students to read out their response, while others decide (and justify) the marks they think it is worth. Teacher gives likely mark after students have made an attempt to assess. 


*Suggested Resources

Cards with main methods named on them.

Envelopes containing written statements on separate pieces of paper (different colour per envelope) which pertain to the strengths and limitations of the main methods of research.

Booklets detailing four studies – one for each main method of research.

= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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