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Introduction

Candidates performed well in this examination, illustrating a good grasp of basic knowledge
in multiple-choice questions and considerable depth of knowledge in short answer
questions. Many had clearly learned the content well, and their answers suggested that they
had actively engaged with the material during their studies, producing clear and detailed
responses that demonstrated thorough understanding and meaningful evaluation. This
GCSE course continues to provide an interesting and effective way to assess psychology at
an introductory level and a sound basis for stepping up to AS level.

Question 11 and question 24 provided accessible ways for candidates to demonstrate their
ability to apply their knowledge and evaluate without requiring written answers.

Many candidates also demonstrated that they were readily able to tackle the range of
question types on the paper. Very few made fundamental mistakes like ticking too many
boxes on multiple choice questions.
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Question 9 (a)

This question required the candidates to explain the meaning of schema in the context of
perception.

9 (a) What is meant by the term‘schema’?

ooe owh e o\ s olo\eds M

\9%0& wemmw odoons .

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has given a very weak definition of stereotyping
so it is irrelevant.

A

Examiner Tip

Try to learn definitions of the key terms for each
section. You can find these in the specification.

Many candidates were able to show that they understood the meaning of a schema and
to place this within the context of cognitive psychology. Relatively few answers mistakenly
defined stereotypes.

9 (a) What is meant by the term ‘schema’?

__________ s frun

&xpericiefie and. Md}a/ i
waﬁl & oborradon

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a good answer which relates to concept of schema to 'how
we see our world', the second phrase is critical to earning the mark.
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Question 9 (b)

The most common mistake here was to do little more than rewrite the stem, ‘there would

be lots of elderly ladies at a train station’. This couldn’t earn marks as it didn’t explain

how the schema was involved. Good answers in contrast readily indicated the candidate’s
understanding as they could generate their own examples of ways in which a different person
might activate the schema. Those candidates who only scored 1 mark typically couldn’t say
more than that a different elderly lady might “look like her to activate the schema”.

(b) Shreya is at the train station waiting for her favourite elderly aunt to arrive. She is
very excited and can't wait to see her aunt again.

Describe why Shreya’s schema for her aunt might cause her to rush up and hug a
different elderly lady.

s coudd . \nquen tecayse. 6%reujo

Wk excied  ohe  could . perieve.an
eldedy woman to. e her ok, H/u:s_
______ ol Ccm'oe her o \ﬂug o dprectt

(2)

Plus

| A
ﬁ ResultsPlus Q Resu
Examiner Comments

Examiner Tip

To earn a mark here, the candidate needed to There will always be questions based on

refer to the idea that a different lady might be scenarios; try to practice with this type of task,
similar in some way (because then they would making sure that you can link your knowledge to
activate the schema). the psychological concepts being tested.

(b) Shreya is at the train station waiting for her favourite elderly aunt to arrive. She is
very excited and can’t wait to see her aunt again,

Describe why Shreya's schema for her aunt might cause her to rush up and hug a
different elderly lady.
(2)

_...PO_.WDT\O. WO Qs “WW ona. hor. Wankw/ . O
he SYCRVI P nan.and. hag..ony. elder (Aot WIND..........
_____ AV Lo L ) 7 B Ve ¥ SO

Examiner Comments

Like many good answers, this response gave an example of how
a different person might activate Shreya’s ‘aunt’ schema.
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Question 12 (b)

The answers needed to be given in relation to Imogen’s study, as requested by the
question, in order to earn marks. Many candidates were able to correctly identify the
independent variable, often doing so by operationalising the variable, which is good to

see. Many candidates were also able to identify the DV, although some found expressing
this more difficult than identifying the independent variable and produced answers which
restated the independent variable rather than identifying the dependent variable. Many
candidates correctly identified an uncontrolled variable although some mistakenly described
the existence of two types of stickmen as a problem. Conversely, others went beyond the
demands of the question and suggested how Imogen should have overcome the problem
they had chosen.

(b) Imogen’s friend Jim told her that she needed to write a hypothesis for her study.
Imogen said that her hypothesis was ‘people who see the proximity picture
(Picture P) are more likely to say they see a group than those who see the
similarity picture (Picture S).

(i) InImogen’s study what is the independent variable (IV)?
(1}

keeqing . the . =same.  two. pickwes. ancl parkicipef

(i) In Imogen’s study what is the dependent variable (DV)?

o

(1)

What 1= beaﬂ.%.ﬂﬂﬁ?(}ﬁum’_(ﬁ._

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Part (b)(i) provides an example of a control rather than defining
the IV, so could not earn marks.

Part (b)(ii) defines the DV rather than contextualising the
answer to Imogen.
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To identify the independent variable in an experiment, look for the two (or more) different ‘conditions’
that the participants are tested in, these are the thing which the experimenter is deliberately
changing, so are the levels of the independent variable.

(b) Imogen’s friend Jim told her that she needed to write a hypothesis for her study.
Imogen said that her hypothesis was ‘people who see the proximity picture
(Picture P) are more likely to say they see a group than those who see the
similarity picture (Picture S)'

(i) InImogen’s study what is the independent variable (IV)?

(Wradher o poddicipontr See Pickure. S o pdm P

(i) In Imogen’s study what is the dependent variable (DV)?

fie M%@j gﬁ,umﬂfjgm oo ﬂ@&&g a

+1uS
Examiner Comments
Part (b)(i) provides a definition of the IV, so earns the mark.

Part (b)(ii) is a good definition of the DV - not that the first part of
the candidate’s response ‘the answer the participants gave’ would not
have contextualised the answer to Imogen so this alone would not have

earned the mark.
A

Examiner Tip

How would the experimenter know whether their
experiment had ‘worked’? Whatever they measure,
count or observe is the dependent variable.
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Question 12 (c)

Most candidates answered this question by identifying the obvious difference - that there
were unequal numbers of stick men with and without hats, then gave the numbers of each

type for the second mark.

{c) Jim also told Imogen that there was a problem with the pictures of stick people
she had used for groups S and P.

Explain one problem with the pictures for groups § and P.
(2)

AL 0 WIFRGUE.. . D SM -pQGpL,QUJJLL
S00  ALL. YAl SHOW . man..o>.. S Similias . betaise.
s do0. hal 0. 8ee  dhe  ciflerenco.. She. canol

O ergpe of. SHCI. an, o1 wyw;,hwfs

Examiner Comments

The candidate has answered by suggesting that the stickmen’s
hats were not sufficiently obvious to enable people to group by
similarity, and has earned two marks for their detailed answer.

Examiner Tip

Use the information or picture in the question to help
you; here you could tally the number of stick men of
each type by crossing them off as you counted.

(c) Jim also told Imogen that there was a problem with the pictures of stick people
she had used for groups § and P,

Explain one problem with the pictures for groups § and P.

Ther 1S 0N uneowen eLmidont oﬁ peop\e__
een .OSed. e

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer provided the obvious difference - that there were
different numbers of each type of stick men - without providing
any details to gain the second mark.
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Question 13 (a)

There were many outstanding answers to this question with more than sufficient detail for
full marks.

Surprisingly few candidates drew to illustrate their answers. Although these in themselves
would not have earned credit it would have been a very easy way to explain how the labels
changed the drawings — which would have earned credit.

Few candidates specifically identified the IV and the DV, which would be useful to learn for
any experimental study.

13 Carmichael, Hogan and Walter (1932) conducted a study about how we see our world.

(a) Describe Carmichael, Hogan and Walter's study. You can include the aim,
procedure, results and conclusions in your answer.

(5)

____________________ aimn. ef Hus . smd% WS s seo. ks
labels  offech o

Hus ................. * Tno_ e v:rpumm PoconIDS - Pr\on o
wedd. fom Ustl ec 2. Gomp 3. rowewes hostd

ne. Weloo) \odeals. angl Q‘\kt»)C “H(\g Lidinres.as.
#MH LW ALoen.. %mup/\ The. ociciponks. LR
than . asked Yo PQPfOO\MQQ Fho. Q\MS Ur\suﬂ hod
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%@c:no r@{xmudnns om %ﬁ or ’(\OmkM%(li gmw

WQ%CPU _______ of . Qlmost. C»C(Y\(JLQJ*QJ.Q ohmca@d IO
rmp\e; repmduohong , 199 /q. fRomialed g LIS
ad V\oo(d (st l) and r&@’l _________ WY tesaw

@r&{acxua hq 4 9 me Yhe. feprocialibay..
[ ek

(esomiola. M Dok ghona S he. u.m\rerboq
C‘mou.mcﬂ momones are. Coonsimucked . as ASEEks

lakels. afect reoall. . ond affect how. pxo)mm o
PeE renewhaedl

% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is an outstanding answer, which has enough material for
more than the available 5 marks and offers points relating to
aim, procedure, findings and conclusions.

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

To make sure that you know which study is which, try using a mnemonic -
such as a picture memory aid - to help you remember which is which. You
could remember Carmichael, Hogan & Walter by picturing their initials as
three letters used as symbols in the task - the letter ‘C" was used (and called
a crescent moon in list 1).
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13 Carmichael, Hogan and Walter (1932) conducted a study about how we see our world.

(a) Describe Carmichael, Hogan and Walter's study. You can include the aim,
procedure, results and conclusions in your answer.

Gf GJMIOMW { aﬂd lelber
wa5 o

| : 9 /!a‘éc:f/anés Giese. (hasen
PA% neo #-.._..eg Ho s (jrap{_ﬁ,/
bitheb_onyvols, e

(5)

"pm with e bords ""f_fjff'ffff'].' ......j]ff...j o

Examiner Comments

This candidate begins their answer well, providing information about
the aim and procedure. However, their comment about the results is
too vague and is not creditworthy so although they have more than
4 correct comments for aim and procedure, their answer is limited to
these aspects of the study so cannot earn more than 4 marks.

about the results or conclusions.

ﬂ ResultsPlus

To improve this answer, the candidate could have added correct details
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Question 13 (b)

Some candidates gave excellent answers here but many responses were too general to
earn credit.

(b) Evaluate Carmichael, Hogan and Walter’s study.

You can include both strengths and weaknesses in your answer,

(4)

flo. guhshion of e SHky;

flcputls vianb & bem éq.j b

}Wd b ifes Ye crainer.

J/amf 9?5% MJMQ OP //ee/
W@%fﬁw

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

To gain marks here, the answer needed to relate directly to
Carmichael, Hogan & Walter’s study, rather than being general.
For example, elaborating ‘more than once’ to include details of 12
pictures or more than 90 participants.

)

Examiner T|p

With a friend, try taking statements like ‘It was reliable
because they used controls’ and adding detail to it
until they can tell which study you are talking about.
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(b) Evaluate Carmichael, Hogan and Walter’s study.

You can include both strengths and weaknesses in your answer.

(4)

For..examph, one. Srengin. boos. Baok, L. different \ishs  were uded
And...0. conkrol.. growg. Was ub?d\p\ﬂvw%bwgmw%@ﬂqt

L1, pdskaages... qund.. many. porbicipouks . weie  wned .. makang, Hae shady
made.. e Sudy Moce. NaMd. .. Nowever . Some ok Uie. weakeaes
Sncads Maak Hac. soady. waa..nak... WM. qeal.. e . ond...okso........
(el NG Man ekinies de. ok s ombiguos.. 0. Nay. Wel4 ...

Me...-_.._ﬂ\bo.,. Prenkice Conducked .Qs.....amxilo..'..« VLS. and.. Mawde.....
Sroukks.. ks ogread. W COUMARINLANS 2.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has just enough to earn 4 marks. Note that although
candidates are not required to understand the use of ‘valid’ in this
unit, if they did so appropriately here it could earn credit.

GCSE Psychology 5PS01 01
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Question 25 (a) - (b)

There were several different ways to answer question 25(a) well. The most common was to
relate not hearing the storm to the sensory blockade and dreaming about not being able to
run to movement inhibition. However, this question asked for an explanation, so there were
no marks for simply describing these concepts from the theory.

For question 25(b), a minority of candidates used Freud’s theory to give an explanation, so
could not earn credit.

25 (a) Clive’s mum says that there was a storm in the night and she heard a lot of
banging but Clive didn't hear anything. Clive remembers dreaming about being
in a race but not being able to run.

Use Hobson and McCarley's activation synthesis model to explain why Clive did
not hear the storm and why Clive dreamt about not being able to move.

SULO A0 |

(b) Clive's dream had lots of things happening together that would happen
separately in his real life.

Use Hobson and McCarley’s activation synthesis model to explain why Clive’s dream
could have included lots of things happening together that were actually separate.

(2)
He  cond.. V\g\re beqr\ ______________ mvm _ODoE
a‘bcmemu\f? Lo O
(2o, L,qée come.. .

oM. Tloexe. Cm@ ‘De :x.jmbons I;—or
gL SR me:muﬁ S .

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response in part (a) was a common guess, which did not relate to the
activation synthesis model. In part (b), the candidate has made another
common error — to use concepts from Freud’s theory in their explanation.

Q Examiner T|p

Remember that when a question asks you to explain
something you have to say why or how it happens.

When a question asks about the ‘stem’ (like the description
of Clive at the beginning of this one) try to make sure that
your answer clearly relates to this scenario.
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25 (a) Clive's mum says that there was a storm in the night and she heard a lot of
banging but Clive didn't hear anything. Clive remembers dreaming about being
in a race but not being able to run.

Use Hobson and McCarley's activation synthesis model to explain why Clive did
not hear the storm and why Clive dreamt about not being able to move.
(3)

Clive. WMLN\MWNC{M&D(MQ_\ VIR TSI G T, W 'Y R
. Skage oF... REM.. 3¢aR... REM. Sleep .13 nowale. .m.mﬁ.......Q.u.w.s......axca..&ﬂ. }

SN0 blothade . wine. . ... \nfol MAL on. from.. S0, SRAS65..15..... CMALN.Q ...
O ouk.. 0. B lorouan Sxplodaningy Lol e didak, Mear Baa skoem...And
e 000 AL OALL... MoNe g ke biton.. MO eMenk. e on... b el e
Wl ot Papsically. anakie.. 0. Meve.. gy . REM aep. TWS mogy
241000y Chive OMeamk ook Aok o2iafy. e, ko WRNE..........

(b) Clive's dream had lots of things happening together that would happen
separately in his real life,

Use Hobson and McCarley's activation synthesis model to explain why Clive's dream
could have included lots of things happening together that were actually separate,
(2)
Robson. .m.d.._._Mchle,.ﬂ.'.j. AKOK Lo AL, odRl comkd exphan
bue..seesoke. vk dwe. ko, Bae. achuation o e Load o
_fm_m_ar;_ JOF L nmrena. . s JofRan... Mo Aotk Mk lewhel....
Daggnin. s e being,. . Sysdaesised. $0. Mok Mag memorics. and

Sowdom. Beinas et puk fogekla in 0 Sooy= ik Seduence ...

Examiner Comments

This was a good answer, providing more than enough detail for
full marks in both sections (a) and (b).
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Question 26 (a)

Most candidates described the giraffe dream and many were able to provide good detail.

26 Freud was an early psychoanalyst, He studied a boy called ‘little Hans'

(a) Describe Freud's interpretation of one of little Hans' dreams.
(3)

Ooe...of . [StHe Hann' dceamo. wan Mot e
hao. been.  given A lbigger Peats and bom hy .

the @\umbei( And. o, meved on..2nd. had. thilden..
OF hin own. hewd Toteqreted Bup an. Nand getking.

L:f s, mathen. Ye. nad..aloo.. Sotb':n Oneq. wedunluoy

ol o 0 ﬁ
(. . lL.n.] Lo I’UUD F&U@( .......... ano... h&b ....... G ro.&.Qﬂ........L?P...(.b(:?{:Kt.: Ha.
@wac;&. Pcnié_') Liﬂ‘)b;’l"b ......H-&uﬁ'.rla.....d‘).i.].érfm... ob o, owo..
ﬂo&«ﬁm\?ﬁe@ﬂu&k e A0 Moved. 00 (meld[@ 800
Ff:ad\ujpo( O I\Srowﬁ Q.. L‘i’{g ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this example, the candidate has used the plumber dream effectively.
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26 Freud was an early psychoanalyst. He studied a boy called ‘little Hans:

(a) Describe Freud's interpretation of one of little Hans' dreams,

% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate does not describe a dream and although they
begin to identify some elements of the Oedipus complex, this is
not clear enough to earn a mark.
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Question 26 (b)

Although there were many good answers here, a large proportion of candidates incorrectly
believed that a degree was necessary.

(b) State one qualification or aspect of training for psychoanalysts working now and
explain why it is needed.

(2)
Thexj L0 De 0ve O s . 0ndh
0. Q&u.saf\t O N QOKARNES WL
Lo UO%. . ODOAL.. AR deeomy . ONOL.......
Qrotmms m\j ARG KO DR oble  EO  okan

SO ey a0 wntedrer  tho - foelnty..
ArRoMms.

wExaminer Comments

This answer is not about training, it's about the individual's
'personality'. A mark could only have been earned here if the
candidate had phrased the answer in terms of 'trained to' /
'experience of' / 'advice on how to' listen and be patient.

(b) State one qualification or aspect of training for psychoanalysts working now and
explain why it is needed.

(2)

B o of t\’mmngxs trok  they
Most.ondergo.....G.Eo. S SO minote .
Sessions. Of ps&cnoqna@ss tremsel¢
Refare £y Can. beo::me ore . As

____theg Necd. o gee.. A of ane m_ro_oféms

the pokient or  their | prop ems.

......

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Many candidates answered in this way, earning two marks easily.
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Question 26 (c) (i) - (iii)

Part (i) of this question was well done, with many candidates gaining the mark and most
being able to define the term without using the word ‘aim’.

Candidates struggled with the concept of privacy in part (ii).

Candidates typically find the concept of confidentiality much easier to understand and many
were able to offer good ideas in part (iii), often suggesting changing the name or using
initials. Some referred to Freud changing the name of ‘little Hans’ in order to maintain
confidentiality, which was good to see.

(c) Psychoanalysts often do case studies. Some case studies have specific aims.

(i) What is meant by the aim in the case study method?
(1)

ARG EnG . RDeACNOC. . wanks. . k. GInd. oLY..

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(i) This candidate has correctly described what is meant by the
aim in a case study.

(i) Explain why maintaining privacy might be difficult in a case study.
(2)

Beconse. atren.  Hao . vedearohe( needd  wo  nois) ke
‘ privaie. Aoyl ooy dne. PRGN peaple Fha ove...
| Swg\Hn\g LO. ke Qb0 QL&H&J I YR L m:ksb\ﬂﬂ

| poper

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(ii) This answer only earns 1 mark as there is nothing more
than need to know private details. They might have elaborated
with ideas such as it could be embarrassing for the patient or
that they might feel pressured by the questions.

GCSE Psychology 5PS01 01 19



(iii) Outline how you would maintain confidentiality for a client/participant in a

case study.
| (1)
SHou...eoma, C\\OJ.\&Q Ene p.(uﬂ»iﬁjp(u\,_tf& namo .o Shoven..

e A0 BRIV tanol) B g0 could. shate $ha RIS ...

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(iii) Here the candidate provides two possible correct responses.

A

2/ ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

When you are explaining a term, try to use different words in your
answer, otherwise you are just repeating the question.

To remember the difference between privacy and confidentiality,
think about Privacy as being about their Personal business no-one
should Poke into and Confidentiality being about Content of what
they have said being safe and that they Cannot be identified.
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Paper Summary

Candidates who had understood and learned the content of the specification performed

well. In particular, there were exceptionally good answers to question 13a, suggesting that
candidates had experienced Carmichael et al's study in class and had understood it, so could
recall it in detail. Elsewhere on the paper there were examples of good answers to scenario-
based questions showing that many candidates had practiced this type of question so could
apply their knowledge effectively.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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