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Introduction

This was the second paper for Unit 1 of the new GCSE specification. Candidates continued to
demonstrate a good understanding of psychological principles at GCSE level and provided sound
answers to questions across the whole paper. Whilst the paper offered a range of questions to provide
differentiation, these proved accessible to candidates of very varied abilities. This report is intended
to give future candidates and their teachers information about how questions on this paper were
answered and how individual candidate responses could have been improved.
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Question 15

Most candidates either named or drew the Kanizsa triangle for part (a) although a significant number
incorrectly offered drawings of the Muller-Lyer illusion or other distortion illusions. The majority of
candidates correctly identifying a fiction illusion were also able to give a suitable explanation in part (b).

15 (a) Name, describe and/or draw an example of a fiction illusion. If you draw an
example, use a pen to draw it in the space below.

(1)

> ir
T 7 LA L

___________________________________________________ 775

(b) Explain why your answer in (a) is an example of a fiction illusion.

keawse. fichen ilison 5. mot A
oI5 hate wp o

us

Examiner Comments

score 0 Examiner Tip

As this is an illustration of the Ponzo illusion, a distortion
illusion, it gains no marks in part (a). In part (b) there is an This candidate has simply drawn a diagram in
attempt at defining fiction illusions but it is insufficiently part (a), which was entirely adequate. Many
clear to earn the mark (although it could have done candidates both drew a diagram and named the
regardless of the error in the first part of the question). illusion. Whilst acceptable, this was unnecessary.
However, others simply drew examples of

closure which could not earn the mark.
|\ _J
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15 (a) Name, describe and/or draw an example of a fiction illusion. If you draw an
example, use a pen to draw it in the space below.
(1)
. gl
fé V
(b) Explain why your answer in (a) is an example of a fiction illusion.
‘ (1}
TS S faction. . because. we. pertient 0. see o rangle,
but 1her€ S0t ond. WE. thuk e Se€ Q.. Ifumg (9.
bECQUSE Of 2he  Shapes This IS grmengs ibursg.
festoult theor. AlSo thu 15 on example of Closust.

us

Examiner Comments

score 2

Any reasonable version of a fiction illusion was acceptable in
part (a), this is one of many forms of the Kanizsa triangle.

E iner Ti
In part (b) The candidate gives a good explanation then goes on xaminer 1ip

to offer more information (about Gestalt theory and closure)

which, whilst correct, was not required by the question.
|\

If a question asks you to either draw or name
something, it’s OK to do just one or the other,
Lyou don’t have to do both.
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Question 16(a-b)

This question was generally well answered. Where candidates did lose marks, this was sometimes
because their answers were too limited, eg saying ‘hoodies' for the IV in (a) or results’ in (b).

(a) Using Dan’s hypothesis, identify the independent variable (IV).
(1)

Moodees oy T-Shur ke
(b) Using Dan’s hypothesis, identify the dependent variable (DV).

Lwhoe Lhe packuponks. 2 nhouoht. sonoshed Ahe.
ULV - p&c; Lo AN MO@M () g T%I’m

(c) (i) By telling people that they could leave at any time if they wanted to, what

% us

Examiner Comments

score 11

In part (a) the candidate identifies the IV and begins to explain it - they only needed the last part
of their answer (people wearing hoodies or t-shirts).

In part (b) the candidate only needed the first part of their answer - who the participants thought
smashed the window. However, it is generally better to include extra than to leave it out.

(a) Using Dan’s hypothesis, identify the independent variable (IV).
{1)

. %ﬁ zselt ol Hhe glesp. o preple—participants faserls Hoc HAls.

(b) Using Dan’s hypothesis, identify the dependent variable (DV).
(1)

%%_ f1o hlms oith ore grovp. wealineg hocdies and the obher

| ot
[ (c) (i) By telling people that they could leave at any time if they wanted to, what

+lus

Examiner Comments

score 0

This candidate has described the IV in (b) and the DV in (a) so cannot earn marks. Had the answers
been the correct way round, the description of the IV ‘the two films with one group wearing

hoodies and the other not’ would have earned the mark. Their description of the DV, however, did
not contain enough information to gain the mark ‘the results’ is not sufficient. They needed to say
that it was their results from the question about who they thought smashed the windows.

. J
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Question 16(c)

This question was well answered.

(c) (i) By telling people that they could leave at any time if they wanted to, what
ethical issue was Dan trying to solve?

| @lgw o w

(i) Why is this ethical issue important?

(1)

()
o ‘orz__u'zrté pc,..fh‘ctpanb._&z[ma oncombortble  and

p&’llhﬂ . .r‘wf 7%79 o mad: to. Je:z. ufi/lo _@“O@ 'H/\‘i

Examiner Comments

True score is 1,1

This candidate correctly answers parts (i) and (ii). In the
second part, either sentence would have earned the mark.

& J/

(c) (i) By telling people that they could leave at any time if they wanted to, what
ethical issue was Dan trying to solve?

Te K\t‘.\'*.c, RO e (o VO

(i) Why is this ethical issue important?
(1)

LDemise...o. _klt_..sﬁs‘{-eic: POk sy df.m_:sg:._ ... onock.
e oI L. Dot HL‘JJ 172 B SO = s’ U k}\j nove.

k L iaq ) .50

Examiner Comments

True score is 1,1

The candidate earns both marks. However, in part (ii) the second
part of their answer (‘they need to know that they have the right to
do so’) is simply describing rather than explaining the ethical issue.
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Question 16(d)

Part (i) was generally well done although more errors were made here than in c(i), with some
candidates offering 'deception’. Like part c(ii), part d(ii) was also well answered with references to
harm reduction and some awareness of the implications for psychologists, such as the idea of the
psychologist's reputation.

(d) (i) By telling people what would happen in the experiment, what ethical issue
was Dan trying to solve?

(i) ) Why is this ethical issue important?
(1

’?bﬂmq\_m-ud@m SN T L T T
% s ekl

Examiner Comments

score 11

In part (ii) the candidate begins by describing the problem
before going on to explain it and earning the mark.

Examiner Tip

Remember that when a question asks ‘why’ you
Lneed to give an explanation.
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(d) (i) By telling people what would happen in the experiment, what ethical issue
was Dan trying to solve?

. b'f)!(';:.-r';"'li;cdf .8t

(i) Why is this ethical issue important?
(1)

Examiner Comments

score 1, 1

This is a good answer. In part d(ii) the candidate earns the mark with the
first part of their answer about distress. The part of the answer about
‘not know what is going on’ is slightly confused. If the candidate had said
that they needed to be told so that they could avoid doing something they

didn’t want to, they could alternatively have earned a mark for that idea.
\_ J
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Question 16(e)(i)

Many candidates earned marks here as they went beyond the concept of a 'fair test’, explaining

the need to be sure that the difference was due to the clothes. Some went on to give examples of
potential differences such as participants having schemas based on people's faces, which could affect
the results. These were excellent answers, making expert use of the candidate’'s knowledge.

(e) (i) The two films used the same group of Dan’s friends. Explain why Dan needed
to do this.
(2)

<o hat he cecld control choerbpemeons

. .\/"cﬁ':['.li_'f_’}e,.f;e___, Ao, PEep. Ll fre r/?:més _('_1;2?55/?(;/___},2(;'1/76?&_.bg:z.x;. |

. .i.V)%:/UEﬁ’?Cé?Qf | f?u Mocw é_':;g..Pfﬁ;i(..ﬁﬁ_:éf... .-/53-6.?'[{ ({ /ﬁal'a.f. //u |
et 'Fﬁ”WC'f‘litr“ sere—tnshead of their clethies.

Plus

Examiner Comments

score 2

This candidate earned their first mark for identifying ¢ Examiner Tip
the role of the same group of friends as a control and
the second for the idea that, otherwise, the participants
could have been influenced by their faces (ie an

uncontrolled variable) instead of their clothes (ie the IV).
. J/

If a question has two marks available and you aren’t
sure you can write enough, think about whether
there is a term that you have learned that is relevant
to the answer. If so, try to use it in your response.

(e) (i) The two films used the same group of Dan’s friends. Explain why Dan needed

to do this.
(2)

. 70_‘ onake. Sace. (/Z-ﬂ'd @ 54:_...,_9,-;._9_ ZZe f,r.e.emff ated. did ot
ALfeck.. {A: Outcome. or Lhe.. cé.ﬂr:mé.,.(‘. Vaciable (o LLZ*C .

W7 3PP

Plus

Examiner Comments

score 1

This answer earned one mark for the idea of standardising the two
conditions, which is well explained. The second mark could have been gained
by observing that this acted as a control or by suggesting what might have

caused differences, such as some people looking more suspicious than others.
. J
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Question 16(e)(ii)

Most candidates identified day/night or light/dark as an important potential difference. However,
not all were able to explain the effect this might have on the DV. Few candidates identified more
than one variable.

(ii) The two films were made at different times. Explain why this was a weakness
in the procedure of this experiment,
(2)

5"““,&;//4({««16"»,; (acere. crade.. Al LR mt.. Erness

ﬁ?ﬁzfﬁﬁwﬁonimayfz.ﬁ:?z ..ﬁ.(ﬁ&,ﬁi—;. Mo detcore 6-*"__0{_.',-1?%{1’.'._—4{‘

e ~e

Upnihle of (RS RAprcimed: 55l Gpampl. if L. Lides. af . (o #G@ws

WG‘a/H'?,.J#“/“’J’Wf/ ..... Alred €. szé}f‘ ...... ond. Yo yitea. or le /XS
W eats e f’f‘ftfﬁ’{c’”‘"""/&:gf’ﬂ e Pl 4«:4; e Ce. [fop@

(n Leofie, 6F [mertiy Cerd Coingdant. Becacie Mg foicecde Mire cames @ LN’{’/'(”. ag
(Total for Question 16 = 10 marks) , i~
Pl‘
of VI

Examiner Comments

score 2 Examiner Tip

This was a good response, identifying a
possible difference (afternoon/evening) and
explaining the effect this might have on the
participants (ie on the DV).

If you are asked for an explanation, you can often
use an idea of your own to explain. For example,
this answer could have used a difference in the
Lweather rather than different times.

.

(li) The two films were made at different times. Explain why this was a weakness
in the procedure of this experiment,
(2)

1 Voo € r\mxﬁ W\Qﬂ aofeck .

Plus

D ENEHEI G

score 1

This response scores one mark for identifying a possible variable which would
matter. The second mark could have been gained by explaining why the time of

day mattered - such as people being more scared at night than in the daytime (so
being more likely to think this group of people were to blame) or finding the friends
harder to see in one film. Alternatively, another reason could have been given, such

as the park being busier sometimes, so there would be lots of distraction.
_ J
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Question 29

This question was well answered, with candidates offering a range of treatments. Some incorrect
responses included techniques used in treatment (such as hypnosis in hypnotherapy and dream analysis
or free assocation in psychoanalysis). These are not treatments in their own right so could not earn
credit. Other incorrect responses included EEG (used in diagnosis but not treatment) and exercise
(which may help to reduce insomnia but is not a 'treatment’).

In part (c) the majority of good answers identified the clinic as an unfamiliar environment which would
affect sleep therefore making it difficult for Saskia to obtain valid data because the participants would
be sleeping more/less/have different problems than at home.

(a) Name a type of treatment Sakia could use to help one of the patients.
(1)

(b) Explain how this would help Sakia’s patient.
(2)

N N S I AV VSR ACT SN N C S SN WV ES S KV WY < I SR—"
QOO Gt R AO L O, B ATV Oty akgas. Daeex
RATRA LA LD AR D, SRR (K .ﬁ\u.u_m:\u% [T e S o W- X - TP
YOO O L ANS.. Dy d..LsL.W,_,.uxﬁ Lo . COMLSQS. &) SMALALy

PR O NAL Ol RO (S SS IS CA D el e . BANEOTL
to.. %LH .. fJC.t,Ll't’..ﬂ._t. o LAENINGA,. .., Hc.‘,.?m.f- QA SA 5B

Do e v .
(c) Explain one problem Sakia might have in treating the patients who have to sleep

in the clinic.
(2)

WS b oDl OOV oL @IAANEWAROaES Il Cotabd.  eausse

i
[
| .

R Y VNS TS T S Y CVNCRP W T o PG & PSR LW P e % _-_—&ﬂa,g_( 2y

Ounoh %.A_A.A‘C\r-ﬂ:r sw?&-\__%_pm\n.;:u_»_\ﬁ_sl (Total for Question 29 = 5 marks)
alapare M\Mf%d\.-\% Oreat pasat- ,

Plus

Examiner Comments

full marks

This is an excellent answer, which earns full marks. In part (c) the candidate contextualises their answer. This
helps to earn them marks in this case although it was not necessary in order to gain full marks in the question.

J
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(a) Name a type of treatment Sakia could use to help one of the patients.

. / L/fii‘/j -."CQA:M

(1)

(b) Explain how this would help Sakia's patient.

' %ﬂ coondd e e
/2(24" am...... 5’4:5.@ G0 LT R Celadede

L /M;@ ______________ v A Meekrad ... @t Stk L
b A o Gy F ey

(c) Explain one problem Sakia might have in treating the patients who have to sleep
in the clinic.

C}C;VP./ (2)

(2)

. ngf'r:a ﬁa._,;ﬁr.«m_.___. ks

YoX//5 W Frllpn. e (/f@(ms So. . /.,
| CO&::Z(/’ oot vty L o

Ul Aol K. =2 e AIAL.. vz %éwf};(/
i Siie Lo Ly frer .. ek

Plus

Examiner Comments

score 111

To earn the second mark in part (b) the candidate needed to go on to explain how
the medication might help, either biologically (eg by affecting the brain) or in terms
of symptoms (eg by controlling paralysis in Shabnam’s REM disorder).

The point made in (c) also needed to be elaborated in order to earn the second
mark. One way to have done this would have been to suggest why it would have been
dangerous, perhaps because being in the clinic might be more disturbing than being

at home as it is an unknown environment.
_ y
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Question 30(a)(ii)

Although the majority of candidates correctly identified 'Pete' in (a)i, many then simply repeated the
text in part (a)ii so added no explanation to the decision they had made in the previous part. Better
candidates answered the question by explaining why Pete's attributes are useful in psychoanalysis,
such as the need to remain non-judgemental.

—— B A Pete
_—— 3 B Ravi
(i) Explain why you think either Pete or Ravi would make the best psychoanalyst.
(2)
Rake (3 o~ qo0d s keraf  ydeaedn 13 Mefa  SwgerSenk (o€ o

batesrise Ahvasy ran B o celle .\-Hoa..a.,.. -\d\,-..,_ Puh;imk's (s ues
g&.vsck\pmo—b‘s_&%n.. e k‘o-;«k Yok a doasn’s cr\J: e

Weegpad wp S0 SONAERAE evolbharas | 3lmewat P SR S S N
Vanp Ws  diskan en e er0EASSSene MM oS mRE L S

oo . darasiond. Tt vasvdhd  whie s ladRiesr  gof. Rake iy
oy e~ Sl eracs wsa A onslarancs on W koo,

Plus

D ENEEI N nE S

score 2

This is a good response as it explains why Pete’s
characteristics matter in psychoanalysis.
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score 1

The answer gains one mark but could have earned a second if the
idea of ‘disaterous conesquences’ (sic) had been elaborated.

® A Pete
£l B Ravi
(i) Explain why you think either Pete or Ravi would make the best psychoanalyst.
(2)
Becamse.. . deke 1S - Geed. Sliskener, (Wi

AS.....O. qucm@ ?S@c}naumlgst R2AS,. @

~FRYCHoONRIMSE . V.. -.Qareful ek &0

| ge,t L £ (nNSwedh  Of G\ue, hed . awn qum

SO diSQhemog L CeN3RQUeNcRS. OSR . d.. fSk, Wmch

- @ete Swdedd ek o @R

@stgohe NCAR .

Plus

Examiner Comments
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Question 30(b)

A number of candiates misread this question and assumed that Pete and Ravi were on a train and gave
responses such as ‘it would be too noisy'.

Of those who read the question correctly, the majority referred to subjectivity or misinterpretation.
It is important to emphasise here that psychoanalysts having a bias is not an acceptable response
without qualifying the statement with 'despite all their training’ (or words to that effect) as they are
trained to be consciously aware of any biases they may bring to the treatment.

Few candidates were able to earn three marks although many gave very respectable two-mark
answers. Adding an explanation of terms used or an example relating their idea directly to dreams
could have earned these candidates the third mark.

(b) If Pete or Ravi went on to train as a psychoanalyst one technique they might use
to help people is dream analysis. This is where the psychoanalyst interprets the
meaning of the patient’s dreams.

Explain one problem with this technique,

(3)
A\ n \ R \A
O [xdo\wen A\ e
-, I AN \ . <A ,.I\ e —~
DAY \(\L’\\ B \J\\L ek NCENT Y
OIS | @ . N PAAAA Y S
2O 2 8 OO0 AN ST A LR e
A Cj‘—f&' A CA LN '_.:‘_\j I N o S A O s
N

Oden.. o xoo0eced S ‘o

Examiner Comments

score 1

This is an appropriate issue to identify but it is only a brief statement. To
reach the second marking band (2 marks) the candidate could have explained
that this could lead the therapist to misinterpret the patient’s dream.

Examiner Tip

Always remember to look the number of marks for each part of the
question and try to include more points in answers with more marks. But
make sure that you read the question carefully - is it asking for several
different ideas or lots of detail about one idea - like this question is.
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(b) If Pete or Ravi went on to train as a psychoanalyst one technique they might use
to help people is dream analysis. This is where the psychoanalyst interprets the
meaning of the patient’s dreams.

Explain one problem with this technique.
(3)

ONG. prolalmn. cudddn . Jnin. ek . 0ok gy, ooy
WKL N 0N . DRG0 podidn:
Yo, doadudae . Mok gk A MALIX KL R cliee (WiaVAR

Examiner Comments

score 2

This is a two mark answer as the candidate has offered an appropriate problem and given
some explanation. To reach the top mark band the candidate could have gone on to say
either that this could be problematic for the therapist in terms of ethics or the patient
if it upset them or slowed down their progress. Alternatively, the candidate could have

added detail about the initial problem they identified, which is one of subjectivity.
. J
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Question 31(c)

Candidates who answered the question and focused on the case study as a research method generally
did very well in this question. It was clear that they had learned strengths and weaknesses and used
this understanding effectively to answer the question. Many therefore gained four marks easily.
However, some candidates either wrote about the pros and cons of dream analysis or of questionnaires
and gained few, if any, marks.

(c) The case study research method has practical strengths and weaknesses.

Evaluate the case study method by describing its practical strengths and
weaknesses.

(Your answer can include issues related to methods but not ethics.)

(4)
oSl gueSkhon.

AL IR DSt B SH IO R g i S8 G
(-2 I RCT N -~Y € WA SEA CPPAPG  SE T D SN < S
RO N W O R RAS 2 L O

N~ 1 VN N~ S a.nf:ﬁlec{——enﬁq ARL. L) O A IS SN
be . On8INL S B S5 R LR DERAGh A
@f; ........... ba ST, kS A { P '\"-QJL(\-“ESQKS [

I S IV E S = Y VCTS SR OIS O W S W X7 YA VL

. .#Q&Aag.c PN .= KN <7 NS SN2 - B "0 = b= SO - r}-\arﬂ

Plus

Examiner Comments

score 1

Although this candidate misunderstood the question and responded in terms of the questionnaire method
rather than case study method they were still able to gain one mark for their point about full information
being gained from qualitative data as this does apply to use use of questionnaires in case studies.

J

Examiner Tip

Make sure that you read the whole question rather than just the first few
words. The mistake here was to respond to ‘evaluate’ in the context of
Ling’s questionnaire but the question in fact wanted something different.
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Question 31(d)

Many candidates were unable to distinguish between privacy and confidentiality, with responses
commonly idenifying 'privacy’ but then going on to describe ‘confidentiality'. The explanation was
still credited but this illustrates that there is a weakness in understanding of some ethical issues.
Those candidates who knew what privacy was found it quite easy to earn full marks although those
who answered in terms of confidentiality found this more difficult, tending to simply describe the
guideline.

(d) Two ethical issues in psychology are privacy and confidentiality.

Choose either privacy or confidentiality and explain why this can be an issue

when conducting a case study.
Issue Mv’\j&c&(\kﬂ,ﬁu.&vﬁ“
LR 04 9.0t O L NNANE. s DDMAPNE.,. RO N

')Qi’\'m JN )

ST BFORAES [NOA.. RRASONM. ASPLAS .. AN €Y. TYN2L
APUAS _ANOUAD. bR bt ) ke 5o ANR.. ALt S Shovld
D AL GO QG ok i AUSO, DUAEENR2 SO
YR AANSACS tm%j_ 0e_. N NOOA BN \g Q- @E@-L{:\g}l-bm cisuN—‘éva

do s G, S0 I SASWA nec be Shoaes ouiCedra—
s .

Plus

Examiner Comments

score 2

This candidate correctly identifies confidentiality and successfully
explains why it is an issue in a case study.
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(d) Two ethical issues in psychology are privacy and confidentiality.

Choose either privacy or confidentiality and explain why this can be an issue
when conducting a case study.

Issue /P\'NQ\%A .

Ths.con ke an i85 4% the. puticipant .

4mgjma9/ et oot oy of Haeir isonad
d@ Al Qﬁ’ J1847U, a(jcf/dfp M(/( afa. ot bhdh.
Yo e éveaed. .

(2)

Plus

Examiner Comments

score 1

In this answer the candidate correctly identifies privacy as an issue and provides
a simple reason for why this is a problem in research; the latter earning them one
mark. They could have earned the second mark with elaboration, for example
suggesting that in a case study the participant may feel obliged to reveal more

about themselves than they want to simply because they are the only participant.
. J/

Overall, candidates demonstrated an impressive range and depth of understanding at GCSE. Their
answers showed that the majority had a good grasp of both topics (A 'How do we see our world' and
B 'Is dreaming meaningful'). Within these topics, they also showed that they could recall and apply
their knowledge as well as being able to use their understanding to evaluate ideas. However, some
questions on concepts relating to research methods, such as why controls are important and aspects
of ethics, proved difficult for many candidates.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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