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Introduction

This writing paper makes up 25% of the overall GCSE grade and consists of three parts:

Part 1: A choice of two writing tasks with four points to cover, including reference to the past 
and future, with a suggested word count of 80-90 words. (20 marks)

Part 2: A choice of two writing tasks with four points to cover, including reference to the past 
and the future, with a suggested word count of 130-150 words. (28 marks)

Part 3: A translation task with a paragraph to translate into Portuguese. (12 marks)

Words counts are only suggestions, and longer answers are considered in full when awarding 
a mark. However, it is important to stress that it is not necessary to write more to score full 
marks.

The first two tasks are marked for Communication & Content and Linguistic Knowledge & 
Accuracy. Candidates omitting key details cannot score full marks for Communication & 
Content, but have access to the whole range of Linguistic Knowledge & Accuracy marks as 
long as their response is relevant.

To gain marks for Communication & Content, candidates need to address the required 
details. Some candidates missed a detail from the instructions or did not notice the need to 
use a particular tense. Very occasionally, a candidate wrote freely based on the introduction 
to the task, or just wrote everything they could about a given topic, rather than making 
reference to the bullet points.

The demands of the mark scheme for Linguistic Knowledge & Accuracy increase with each 
question. Q01 requires references to past, present and future events, extended sentences 
and some variation of grammatical structures for full marks. Q02 requires consistently 
accurate language, fluent writing and a wide variety of grammatical structures.
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Question 1 (a)

This question requires candidates to discuss the fight against plastics. This was the least 
popular of the two options available for Q01.

Most candidates gave a very successful response to this question, addressing all bullet 
points, with some development. The top marks for Communication & Content went to 
candidates who expanded on all four points and gave personal responses with justifications. 
The most commonly omitted detail was the second bullet point, where many candidates 
failed to notice that this required the past tense. Examiners accepted relevant present tense 
answers as addressing this point, but could not award full marks for Linguistic Knowledge & 
Accuracy if the candidate did not use the past tense. Many candidates had variable success 
when moving between different tenses.

The top category of the mark scheme asks for occasional use of complex language, so it was 
pleasing to see use of the subjunctive, personal infinitives and impressive connectives such 
as ‘apesar de’.
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Communication: 12/12

This candidate communicates developed responses to all four parts of 
the task, including creative use of language to narrate stories and 
justify personal opinions. There are examples of uncommon 
vocabulary like “meio ambiente", "inventar", "geração" and "apodrece”.

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy: 8/8

The candidate uses a variety of grammatical structures, even including 
a future subjunctive: “Se nós usarmos mais plástico”. Sentences are 
frequently extended and linked together with conjunctions such as 
“porque” and “também”.

The language is not flawless, but that is not necessary for this task: it is 
generally accurate, with successful references to past, present and 
future. Although there are misspellings in verb forms such as ‘decidí’ 
and ‘devião’, these would be understood when reading aloud.

Writing a separate paragraph for each bullet point helps check that you 
have given enough detail for each one.
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Question 1 (b)

For Q01(b) candidates discuss an upcoming visit from a friend. This was by far the more 
popular of the two options with almost 75% of candidates choosing it.

Most candidates gave a very successful response to this question, addressing all bullet points 
with some development. Examiners particularly enjoyed reading candidates’ opinions on 
typical English food! The top marks for Communication & Content went to responses that 
expanded on all four points and gave personal responses with justifications.

Many candidates had variable success when moving between different tenses. It was not 
possible to award full marks for Linguistic Knowledge & Accuracy if the candidate did not 
successfully reference the past, present and future. The top category of the mark scheme 
asks for occasional use of complex language, so it was pleasing to see use of the subjunctive, 
personal infinitives and impressive connectives such as ‘apesar de’.

This task overlaps with the top end of the Foundation paper. If candidates struggle with this 
task, it is often a sign that they would be better served by entering for the Foundation tier. 
General inaccuracy caused some problems: there was often English interference (e.g. ‘asho’ 
instead of ‘acho’), missing accents were common (e.g. translating ‘is’ and ‘and’ in the same 
way) and Spanish appeared quite frequently.
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Communication: 7/12

This candidate offers detailed responses to all four parts of the task. 
However, their score is limited by their adaptation of language and 
their range of vocabulary. Both are strongly influenced by Spanish, 
thus hindering communication.

Linguistic knowledge and Accuracy: 3/8

The candidate uses extended sentences linked with conjunctions, but 
again the interference from Spanish limits the mark. The final score 
reflects that every sentence contains a mistake.

Candidates who also speak or study Spanish should make themselves 
aware of how the languages differ, with a particular focus on the 
construction of the past and future tenses.
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Question 2 (a)

For this question, candidates discuss the importance of studying beyond GCSEs. This was the 
more popular of the two question parts, with 60% of candidates choosing it.

The best responses to this question dedicated a paragraph to each bullet point, each with 
new ideas building into a persuasive overall argument, and showed that the candidate had 
thought about how to include complex language.

Less successful responses spent a long time introducing themselves rather than getting on 
with the task, or repeated the same argument to address different bullet points. Some 
candidates struggled to demonstrate that they were addressing the bullet points directly, 
making it harder for the examiners to award them top marks for Communication & Content. 
Conversely, many candidates wrote very persuasively but did not use any complex language, 
thus limiting their mark for Linguistic Knowledge & Accuracy.
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Communication and Content: 14/16

This candidate communicates detailed information relevant to the 
task, with consistently effective development of most key points and 
ideas. However, the fourth bullet point is not addressed as clearly as 
the others, making it hard to award full marks.

There is consistently effective adaptation of language to narrate, 
inform, interest and convince, and creative use of language to express 
and fully justify a wide range of individual thoughts, ideas and points of 
view. There is a wide variety of vocabulary and expression, with many 
examples of uncommon language. The register and style are 
consistent and appropriate throughout.

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy: 12/12

The candidates uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, 
including complex language such as subjunctive: “se você um dia se 
formar”. The response is fluent throughout with extended, well-linked 
sentences using conjunctions such as “porém” and “além disso”. We 
see consistently accurate language and structures, and successful 
references to past, present and future events . There are errors but 
they do not hinder the clarity of the communication.
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Borrow language from the bullet points to introduce your response to 
each one. This makes it clearer to the examiner that you are 
addressing them.
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Communication and Content: 7/16

This candidate communicates some detailed information relevant to 
the task, with frequently effective development of key points and 
ideas. Purely in terms of content, the total of 108 words indicates that 
some of the points will not be sufficiently developed. Indeed, all four 
points are addressed with only one sentence.

There is frequently effective adaptation of language and examples of 
creative language to give an interesting, personal response to the task. 
The register and style are appropriate.

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy: 3/12

The candidates uses a variety of mainly straightforward grammatical 
structures, with one example of complex language: “se quiser ser 
medica”.

There are occasional sequences of fluent writing, some with extended, 
well-linked sentences, e.g. “Eu acho importante porque pode aguar a 
ter um bom trabalho depois da escola”.

Straightforward grammatical structures are largely accurate, but there 
is only one reference to the future and two references to the past, one 
of which is incorrect.

In the longer essay, make a point of developing your response to each 
bullet point.
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Question 2 (b)

For Q02(b) candidates discuss the benefits of mixed schools. This was less popular than part 
(a); only 40% of candidates chose it.
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Communication and Content: 12/16

This candidate communicates detailed information relevant to the 
task, with mostly effective development of key points and ideas. There 
is some successful adaptation of language to narrate, inform, interest 
and convince, and creative use of language, as shown by this passage: 
“Honestamente, na minha opinião ter só um sexo em uma escola é 
sexista. Tá a dizer que só as meninas podem ter inteligência?” This 
response just misses out on the top mark band due to the brief 
response to the first bullet point and the informal style.

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy: 5/12

This response shows a variety of grammatical structures, but without 
including complex structures listed in the specification for the Higher 
tier. There are prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with extended, 
well-linked sentences. Language and structures are generally accurate, 
with successful references to different tenses. However, there are only 
two uses of the past tense.
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Plan how to include complex language before starting to write the 
essay.
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Question 3

Q03 requires candidates to translate a short paragraph into Portuguese. The difficulty level 
increases with each sentence and specific vocabulary is required, so only the very best 
candidates can access the top category of the mark scheme. The majority of candidates were 
at least partially able to communicate the meaning of the passage, scoring around half 
marks.

Score: 8/12

This is a largely accurate translation, but does not meet the criteria for 
the top mark band as parts of the message are omitted. “Infelizmente” 
is an incorrect translation for “nonetheless” and “an important part of 
our lifestyle” is changed to “the most important part of our life”.

Check your translation thoroughly to make sure you haven't 
accidentally changed the meaning.
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Mark: 6/12

This response scores at the top of its band because a large part of the 
text is conveyed, but is prevented from scoring higher due to the 
frequency of mistakes. Some errors prevent meaning being conveyed, 
e.g. ‘eu comè’ and 'memo', while other errors or changes hinder clarity, 
e.g. ‘melassia’, ‘tenhem’, ‘disse’, 'assima' and changing 'I would like' to 'I 
want'.

Consider studying Portuguese spelling rules when preparing for this 
exam.
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Paper Summary

Advice for future candidates:

Read each question carefully and consider what exactly you are being asked to write 
about. Make sure you know which tenses are required. Both essay questions will always 
ask you to use the past, present and future.
Avoid using words from other languages such as English or Spanish. If necessary, come up 
with an entirely new idea to discuss.
Avoid repeating yourself.
Check your translation conveys all the words from the original English text.
Look at questions from past papers so you are familiar with what you will need to do.
Practise developing ideas in the past, present and future.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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