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General Marking Guidance 
  
  

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark 
the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 
rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 
for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to 
their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme should 
be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 
matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award 
zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according 
to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 
principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be 
limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark 
scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced 
it with an alternative response. 



GCSE Portuguese Higher Tier 
 

Paper 1 Mark scheme 
 

SECTION A 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

1(a) adora     (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

1(b) frequentar     (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

1(c) música     (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

1(d) público     (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

1(e) esperar     (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

2(a) social     (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

2(b) famosa     (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

2(c) aborrecida     (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

2(d) social, saudável (in this order) (2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SECTION B 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(i) A   is the correct answer  
 
B is incorrect because the audio doesn’t make any reference to 
how many times, they have a shower each week 
C is incorrect because the audio doesn’t refer to what they used to 
do before. 
D is incorrect because is the opposite to what Sofia says: “we 
spend little time in the shower” 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(ii) C is the correct answer 
     
A is incorrect because the audio doesn’t refer anything that the 
father avoids doing  
B Is incorrect because the audio doesn’t make any references to 
the number/quantity of plants they have in the garden 
D is incorrect because the audio doesn’t refer to anything that the 
father dislikes 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(iii) A is the correct answer 
 
B is incorrect because Sofia doesn’t refer to needing/receiving 
help but to taking “simple steps” 
C is incorrect because Sofia doesn’t mention how fast/quick we 
need to act 
D is incorrect because Sofia doesn’t mention luck while talking 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(iv) B is the correct answer because Sofia says that “many people 
don’t understand that saving water is necessary.” 
 
A is incorrect because Sofia doesn’t refer to anyone else doing the 
same (only refers to her family) 
C is incorrect because it contradicts what Sofia says 
D is incorrect because Sofia doesn’t say that many people is 
unhappy about it but she says that they don’t understand that is 
necessary 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4 A, C, F   are the correct answers 
 
B is not a correct answer because the grandmother says that 
using the internet is faster than spending hours in the library. She 
doesn’t say she enjoys spending hours in the library. 
D is incorrect because it contradicts what they say. The 
grandfather says that the technology is not even a little 
complicated. 
E is incorrect because they don’t say they dislike having a 
password. What the grandfather says is that they forgot the (3) 



 
 

password. 
G is incorrect because it contradicts what the grandfather says – 
he says that we can’t live in the past. 
 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

5(i) A is the correct answer because Sara says that the programme 
was great option for anyone who wants to progress rapidly in a 
short period of time. 
 
B is incorrect because it contradicts what they have said, that is a 
great option for people with little time. 
C is incorrect because it contradicts what they have said that is 
for people with little time 
D is the incorrect because they don’t make references to other 
options (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

5(ii) B is the correct answer they say that in the morning they studied 
in a classroom. 
 
A is incorrect because they don’t refer where they stayed during 
those 3 weeks.  
C is incorrect because they don’t refer where they stayed during 
those 3 weeks, so we don’t know if it was an expensive area or 
not. 
D is incorrect because it contradicts what they have said. They 
say that living 3 weeks in a different country gave them a 
“wealthy”/great experience of the local culture and a lot of contact 
with the locals. (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

5(iii) D is the correct answer because Max’s words/expression “não 
podemos reclamar” (we can’t complain) shows that they were 
happy with Guimarães cultural life. 
 
A is incorrect because Max doesn’t say that the city is too small. 
He just refers to it as the small city of Guimarães. 
B is incorrect because it contradicts what Max said. He said that 
the Capital, Lisbon, is more popular. 
C is incorrect because Max does not give any details about what 
Guimarães has to offer. 
 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

6(a) Knowledge of / knowing more 
about the environment.    
 

Environment on its own (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

6(b) They feel close / closer to nature/ 
feels closer to nature/ one feels 
closer to nature   

 (1) 



 
 

 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

6(c)  Any two of: 
- threats to the Amazon 
(rain)forest 
- use of pesticides 
- global warming     

 (2) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

6(d) Protect it     Value what she has / they 
have. 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

7(a) (Because) the festival is back / 
has returned    

She is pleased; 
The festival is delightful 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

7(b) Any one of: 
- (lively) processions 
- streets full of flowers     
 
 

 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

7(c) They don’t want it to die / They 
want to keep it going    

They feel it has a lot of history. (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

7(d) (To win) most 
beautiful/prettiest street/road 
(of the festival) 

 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

7(e) You might not / will not get a 
good seat / spot/ place 
 

    
 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(a)(i) D is the correct answer because Valeria says that who doesn't 
know how to deal with the success of others is a false friend. 
 
A is incorrect because Valeria does not talk about who has trouble 
managing their affairs. 
B is incorrect because Valeria does not refer anything about if she 
finds it hard (or not) to make friends. 
C is incorrect because Valeria does not mention anything about 
people who can’t cope when things go wrong. (1) 

 



 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(a)(ii) C is the correct answer because Roberto says that his best friend 
understands when he needs time alone. 
 
A is incorrect because Roberto does not mention at all what his 
friend likes to do 
B is incorrect because Roberto does not say which day or days, he 
and his friend see each other. He mentions the weekend to 
explain that if he wants to be alone his friend understands it and 
doesn’t mind cancelling any plans they may have organised for 
the weekend. 
D is incorrect because Roberto does not say that his friends keep 
cancelling plans.  
 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(a)(iii) A is correct because Valeria says that lying is not a good thing, 
but sometimes is better to lie than tell the truth. 
 
B is incorrect because that information is not provided by Valeria 
C is incorrect because that information is not provided by Valeria 
D is incorrect because it contradicts what Valeria says. She says 
that sometimes is better to lie than to tell the truth. 
 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(b)(i) A is correct because Roberto says that real (good) friends enjoy 
exchanging ideas and have a genuine interest in your opinion. 
 
B is incorrect because Roberto does not talk about friends being 
genuine. 
C is incorrect because Roberto does not talk about friends being 
appreciative of one another. 
D is incorrect because Roberto does not talk about his interests or 
his friend’s interests. 
     (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(b)(ii) D is the correct one because Valeria mentions that if you miss 
school, good friends are the first to call you to ask if you are ok. 
 
A is incorrect because Valeria says friends call you to ask if you 
are ok, she did not say they call you to ask if you need anything. 
B is incorrect because Valeria does not say that they call you to 
ask if you need help with your homework. 
C is incorrect because Valeria does not talk about friends calling 
you to give you the latest news but to ask if you are ok. 
 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(b)(iii) B is the correct one because Roberto says that there are friends 
who only come to us when they need our help. 
 (1) 



 
 

A is incorrect because Roberto does not say that he is fed up with 
helping other people (but those who only come to him when they 
need his help). 
C is incorrect because Roberto does not say that he is fed up with 
his old friends. 
D is incorrect because Roberto does not mention any dog. 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(a)(i) (1)  They thought it was strange / 
odd (1)    
(2)  (He felt) it made no sense (1) 
                                              

 (2) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(a)(ii) Everyone speaks Portuguese     
 

It’s beautiful / The people 
are nice / The beaches are 
marvellous/ the whole world 
speaks portuguese 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(a)(iii) He saw / There were so many 
parties     

 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(a)(iv) He didn’t get invited / He didn’t 
get any invitations     

 (1) 

 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(b)(i) It’s pretty inside and outside / It’s 
as pretty outside as it is inside     

It’s pretty alone 
Accept any reasonable 
alternative to ‘pretty’ 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(b)(ii) He was making a film / He was 
in a film /  
He wanted to include it / the 
station in a film   I 

 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(b)(iii) (1 mark for) It is similar / the 
same as Brazilian food / Lots of 
Mozambican food is the same as 
Brazilian / Mozambicans and 
Brazilians eat similar food.   
(1 mark for) They / 
Mozambicans use different 
names (for what they eat).    

Accept any wording conveying 
the idea that Mozambicans and 
Brazilians have foodstuffs in 
common. 
Reject: There were vegetables 
and fruit  

(2) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 



 
 

9(b)(iv) He could escape / shelter from 
the (midday) heat    
 

 (1) 

 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

10(i) C, D are the correct answers because Beatriz says that she would 
study until dawn. Fortunately, she came to recognize that it didn't 
do her any good. She also says that it is not possible to get to the 
end of exams without having to deal with stress. 
 
A is incorrect because as she says, until recently, she felt a lot of 
stress due to exams and her friends barely understood what she 
was facing. 
B is incorrect because she says that her friends barely understood 
what she was facing. 
E is incorrect because initially she was convinced, she was weak 
at everything. 

(2) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

10(ii) A, B are the correct answer because Beatriz says that there are 
many things one can do to have less stress. Such as organising 
yourself by writing a list of all the tasks to do. She also says that 
if you manage your time better, you will benefit.  
 
C is incorrect because she does not say that relaxation is more 
important than revision. 
D is incorrect because she does not mention that one must always 
stay calm. 
E is incorrect because Beatriz does not say that friends get in the 
way of revision. She advises not to lose contact with your friends 
because of your studies.     
 

(2) 
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SECTION A 

 

Festival de Música 

 

Question 1 

Exemplo  

M1:  Sou responsável pela organização do festival há muitos anos.  

Question 1 

M1: A verdade é que adoro o que faço e adoro os concertos. Costumo vê-los durante o ano e 
ouvir música em casa todos os dias. Assim, posso pôr-me no lugar do público quando escolho 
bandas para o nosso festival. O próximo ano vai ser muito bonito. Estou a contar os dias com 
mais entusiasmo do que nunca.  

 

 

Fazer esporte 

 

Question 2 

Exemplo  

F2: (Maria) Jogo basquetebol. É importante manter-se em forma, verdade, Paulo?  

Question 2 

M1: (Paulo) Não gosto muito dos desportos, mas jogo pingue-pongue no centro de lazer. 
Assim posso fazer novos amigos. O que acha, Maria?  

Question 2 

F2: (Maria) Eu levo o esporte a sério, Paulo! Treino quatro horas por dia porque quero ser 
a melhor nos próximos Jogos Olímpicos! No futuro vou ser muito conhecida! E 
você, Edson?   

Question 2 

M2: (Edson) Aborrece-me perder tempo nisso. Meus amigos acham que o esporte é 
emocionante e saudável, mas eu não! E você, Anita?   

Question 2 

F1: (Anita) Que pena, Edson! Faço desporto porque preciso de perder peso e posso 
socializar com outras pessoas ao mesmo tempo.   

 

 



 
 

SECTION B 

 

Saving water 

 

Question 3 

Exemplo 

F1:  A água é um recurso natural que todos devemos poupar.  

Question 3 

F1:  Na minha família gostamos de poupar água o máximo possível. Por exemplo, na casa de 
banho passamos pouco tempo no chuveiro. Na semana passada, o meu pai teve uma boa 
ideia: colocou uma caixa no jardim e reciclamos a água da chuva para as plantas. Assim, 
podemos manter ao mínimo o nosso uso de água e ajudar a salvar o planeta através destas 
simples ações. Infelizmente, muitas pessoas não entendem que poupar água é necessário.    

 

 

You’re never too old too learn!  

 

Question 4 

Exemplo 

F1:  Este ano foi a primeira vez que usámos um computador.  

Question 4 

F1:  Há três meses comprámos um portátil e aprendemos tanto! Para mim, pesquisar na Internet 
é muito mais rápido do que passar horas na biblioteca. Além disso, agora sei conversar on-
line com os meus netos na Itália e enviar-lhes e-mails. Adoro!  

M1:     Esta nova tecnologia está a ter um efeito bem positivo na nossa vida. Não é nem 
um pouco complicada, apesar de nós esquecermos a palavra-passe! Hoje, sou uma pessoa 
completamente diferente e mais independente. Não podemos viver no passado.      

 
 
 

Language Exchange 

 

Question 5 

Exemplo 

F1: Não faltam empresas a organizar cursos de línguas no estrangeiro. 

Question 5 

F1: Acabámos de participar num programa de intercâmbio em Portugal com a ‘Aprende-línguas’. É 
uma ótima opção para quem quer fazer um progresso rápido em pouco tempo. Além de estudarmos 
de manhã numa sala de aula, estávamos a viver três semanas num outro país, o que nos deu uma 
experiência riquíssima da cultura local e muito contacto com os habitantes.   

M1: A ‘Aprende-línguas’ ajudou-nos a escolher a pequena cidade de Guimarães, no norte do país. A 
capital, Lisboa, é muito mais popular, mas não podemos reclamar da vida cultural de Guimarães.  

 



 
 

An ‘Ecology Garden’ in Brazil 
 
Question 6 
M2: É maravilhoso estar aqui para conhecermos esta nova atração cultural da nossa cidade. 
Acredito que nós, alunos brasileiros, precisamos de saber muito mais sobre o meio ambiente e esse 
conhecimento não pode ficar só em salas de aula. Estarmos aqui ao ar livre faz com que nos 
sintamos bem perto da natureza.  
F2: Neste ‘Jardim Ecológico’, não andamos só à volta das árvores como turistas. Os professores 
despertam o desejo de saber mais sobre as questões ambientais, por exemplo, as ameaças à 
floresta amazónica, o uso de pesticidas e o aquecimento global. Já tínhamos aprendido a dar valor 
ao que temos, mas agora eles criaram em nós a sensação de sermos parte do meio ambiente e de 
termos que o proteger.  

 

A traditional festival in Tomar 
 
Question 7 
M1: O que se está a passar aqui em Tomar? 
F1: É um prazer dizer que o nosso encantador festival está de volta! Turistas vêm do país todo e até 
de fora para ver as procissões animadas e as ruas cheias de flores. 
M1: É uma celebração antiga? 
F1: Sim, é um festival com muita história. Por isso, os habitantes da cidade não querem que morra! 
Assim, passam um ano a criar milhares de flores em papel que se veem em todo o lado durante dez 
dias. Há uma competição entre os vizinhos: quem irá ganhar ‘a mais bela rua’ do festival? 
M1: O que nos recomenda?  
F1: Se tivéssemos que escolher um só dia, seria para ver a Grande Procissão. Para obter um bom 
lugar, deve vir bem cedo e divirta-se!  

 

Friendships 

 

Question 8 

Exemplo 

M2: Bons amigos ficam felizes com nossas boas notícias. 

Question 8 Part (a) 

F2: Por outro lado, quem não sabe lidar com o sucesso dos outros é um falso amigo.  

M2: A minha melhor amiga reconhece quando preciso de tempo sozinho e não se importa caso eu 
tenha que cancelar os planos no fim de semana, por exemplo.  

F2: Uma boa amiga diria, ‘Uau, que linda!’ apesar de eu estar com o cabelo por lavar. Não é bom 
mentir, mas, às vezes, pode ser melhor do que dizer a verdade.  

Question 8 Part (b) 

M2: Amigos reais apreciam trocar ideias e têm um interesse genuíno na sua opinião. 

F2: E bons amigos telefonam para você pois sentem a sua falta. Se você não for à aula, serão os 
primeiros a ligar para perguntar se está tudo bem. 

M2: É verdade, mas há outros que só nos procuram quando precisam de nossa ajuda. Dizem: ‘Pode 
levar meu cão para passear? Vamos lá, somos velhos amigos!’ Já não tenho tempo para eles. 

F2: Nem eu!      

         

 

 



 
 

A Brazilian on holiday in Mozambique 

 

Question 9 Part (a) 

M2: Ao descobrirem que eu ia para Moçambique, meus amigos acharam estranho, o que não faz o 
menor sentido, dado que é um destino turístico ideal para brasileiros. Além de ser muito lindo, com 
um povo simpático e praias maravilhosas, ainda por cima todo mundo fala português. 

Maputo é uma cidade divertidíssima! Fiquei bem surpreendido com tantas festas que vi nas poucas 
semanas que estive lá. Que pena não ter recebido nenhum convite!  

Question 9 Part (b) 

M2: Uma das principais atrações é a estação de trem, que chama a atenção por ser bonita tanto por 
fora quanto por dentro. O ator Leonardo diCaprio gostou tanto dela que, em 2006, a incluiu num 
filme de aventura. 

Lá perto, há um mercado com os legumes e fruta que fazem parte da dieta diária moçambicana. 
Notei que eles comem muita coisa que nós também comemos no Brasil, mas foi interessante ver 
como eles dão nomes diferentes para os mesmos gêneros alimentícios.  

Finalmente, encontrei o jardim público Tunduru, que oferecia abrigo, tão bem-vindo contra o calor 
do meio-dia. 

 

Getting through exams successfully! 

 

Question 10 

Exemplo 

F1: Mais do que nunca estamos a sentir a pressão dos exames. 

Question 10 Part (i) 

F1: Até recentemente, eu sentia muito stress devido aos exames e os meus amigos mal entendiam 
o que estava a enfrentar. Estava convencida de que era fraca em tudo. Ficava a estudar até ao 
amanhecer. Felizmente, acabei por reconhecer que isso não me fazia nada bem.  

Bom, não é possível chegar ao fim dos exames sem ter de lidar com o stress. Contudo, ao 
partilharmos as nossas experiências, passaremos por essa época duma maneira mais positiva.  

Question 10 Part (ii) 

M1: Há tantas coisas que podes fazer para ter menos stress. Tenta organizar-te escrevendo uma 
lista de todas as tarefas a fazer. Se gerires melhor o teu tempo, vais com certeza ter vantagens. 
Nem sempre será fácil, mas não custa nada tentar! 

Lembra-te também de encontrar tempo para relaxar. Se deres uma volta a pé, por exemplo, sentir-
te-ás mais calmo. Mas não percas contacto com os teus amigos devido aos estudos.     
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